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REPO R T, 



The select COMMITTEE appointed to inquii-c into the 
Causes and Extent of Illicit Distillation oe Spirits 
in Ireland, and into the best means for the Prevention thereof, 
and into the operation and efiects of the present Laws and 
Regulations enacted for the Suppression thereof ; and who 
were empowered to report their Observations and Opinion 
tliereupon, from time to time, to The House ; together with the 
Minutes of the Evidence taken before them; and to whom 
several Petitions which have been presented to The House in 
this Session of Purhament, relative to Illicit Distillation, wmre 

referred; -Have, pursuant to the Orders of The House, 

inquired into the Matters to them referred; and have agreed 
to the following REPORT : 

A/ OUR Committee have called before them several Witnesses; whose 
Evidence they have iiereunto subjoined. 

With respect to that part of the Order of The House, which directs 
Your Committee to inquire into the Causes and Extent of Illicit Dis- 
tillation in Ireland, and also into the effects of the present Laws and 
Regulations for the Suppression of the same, Your Committee beg 
lea^e to state, Tliat it appears to them, they cannot perform their 
duty more satisfactorily to The House, for the purpose of elucidating 
and affording the requisite Information to Tlie House on those points, 
than by referring to the variety of Evidence taken before them, which 
they accordingly beg permission to do. 

Your Committee, at the .same time, feel deeply impressed with the 
conviction, that it is of the utmost importance to the best interests of 
Society in Ireland, that this disgraceful practice should be suppre.ssed, 
which, in its consequences, is not merely injurious to the Agriculture 
and Revenue of the Country, but is directly subversive of the Morals 
and peaceful habits of the People. 

With 
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With respect to the be.st means of Prevention, which is the remaining 
point of imiiiiiy, Your Committee beg leave to refer to their First 
Resolution, reported on the 10th of this Month, and to two additional 
Resolutions; all hereinafter subjoined for the consideration of The 
House. 

1. RESOLVED, 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, Tliat it is inexpedient 
to make any alteration in the principle of the Law, now in force 
in Ireland, imposing Fines for Illicit Distillation on the Vicinaire 
where the offence is committed : But, with a view of preventing, as tiir 
as possible, any hard.ships falling on individuals, such as may have 
arisen under the present operation of the Laws, that it is desirable to 
adopt certain Modifications to obvifite those difficulties in the mode of 
carrying the principle of the Laws above-mentioned into effect, and 
generally to afford relief in cases where the Vicinage manifests a dispo- 
sition to support those Laws. 

2. RESOLVED, 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, That some further 
encouragement should be given to small Stills in the Districts whore 
Illicit Distillation prevails, particularly in the warehousing of Spirits 
maiiidhctured by small Distillers, under provisions to be determined by 
Parliament. 

3. RESOLVED, 

TifAT it is the opinion of this Committee, That, considering the 
decrease of the Malt Duty, which has been approved of by Parliament, 
and the reduction, which is understood as intended to be proposed of 
the Spirit Duty to Five Shillings and Sixpence per Gallon, as well as 
the encouragement to bo afforded by an extension of the sy.stem of 
Warehou.sing, the Duty on Spirits should not be reduced lower than 
Five Shillings and Sixpence per Gallon. 

i8 June i8ifi. 
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APPENDIX. 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 



TAKEN BEFORE THE 

‘SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the Causes 
and Extent of Illicit Distillation of Spirits in Ireland^ 
and the best means for the Prevention thereof; and also to 
inquire into the Operation and Effects of the present Laws 
and Regulations enacted for the Suppression thereof. 



Veneris, 2^ Maxi, 1816. 

The Right Hoiioiirnble Sir GEORGE FITZGERALD HILL, Bart, 
in tlie Chair. 



Jrtlinr Chichester, Esquire, a Member of the House, Examined. Jrikur Chiclista' 




Your residence is there ? — I live there when in Ireland. 

■What is the part with which you arc best acquainted? — The barony of 
Innishowen. 

'Is that the part of it in w'bich illicit distillation seems to have prevailed most? — 
It is generally said so. 

You know that at the Assizes, more Fines arc imposed on that barony, than 
upon any other part of the county ? — That 1 am sure of. 

Have you inyour recollection, or have you seen llie printed papers containing 
llie Hinoimt of the fines imposed under the Act, w’hichis the subject of the present 
discussion, on that county ? — I have seen them, but 1 have not the amount in my 
recollection. From the paper now put into my hand, it appears that 72,540/. has 
}>oen laid upon that county. This paper states the amount of the fines laid from 
the summer of 1809 to the summer of 1S15. During that period, the amount is 
72,540/.; the wliole of my information upon this subject, I derive from this 
paper. 

Do you recollect the county of Donegal before x8o6? — I recollect it ; but I 
was not resident there then.. 

From your knowledge of that county, can you inform the Committee, whether 
the practice of illicit distillation in that county has been increasing or ilecreasiiv 
witiiin the last four years ? — 1 really catinot decisively say in what year it may have 
increased or in what year decreased ; but 1 believe, generally speaking, the prac- 
tice has increased. 1 confine myself now to the barony of innishowen. 

Can you look yourself to the fines of 1815, and say how much they were? — 
They appear by tliis paper to have been 16,025 5 diis is not on that baron}’, but 

on the whole county of lilonegal. 

Can you turn to the year i8o6, and say what they were on ilie whole county 
ill that year? — The sum appears to be for the whole year, 2,620/, that is, 5C0/. 
for the Mummer half year, and 2,oGo/. for the Lent half year. When I speak of 
half years, I mean the Assizes. 

In 1S07, liow much were they ? — Al tlie Lent Assizes 300/. and at the Sum- 
mer, 2,450/. 

490- ' C. In 
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10 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

Arthur Ckichci,tcv, In 1814, ivhat were they ?— ■In 1S14, at the Lent Assizes they were 8,825/. 

■Esg. and at the Siiimner Assizes, 9,300/. 

— ' Now Sir, as to your observation upon a knowledge of the county, does it 

appear to you that the system of Fining has diminished the evil ? — I cannot dis- 
tinctly answer that question without reference to returns. 

Can }’oii then tell us what effect, in your opinion, the Fining system has liad 
upon the manners and morals of the people ? — Inasinuclt as the evil has hc(“n 
extensive, so fur their morals must he affected ; and ns to the cll’ect of the system, 
upon the people, 1 must own that I do believe, from all I liear and collect of the 
opinion entertained of it, that it is a system of injustice ; it must alienate the 
minds of the people from the government, in consequence of ilie very general idea 
ontcrlaitied, that it is an unjust measure. That 1 take from the loose, or rather 
from the general conversation which I have had with that order of men, who must 
be supposed to be intimate with tlie people acquainted with the practice. 

In what manner do you consider it unjust ? — Because it involves innocence in 
the same penalty with crime; it involves the innocent in the same punishinciii 
with the guilty. 

From your knowledge of the townlands, be good enough to give some general 
idea of tlic extent of the mountain townlands ? — They vary very much ; 1 cannot 
say [u'ccisely what their extent is. 

Take some of the longest, what is their extent? — -Probably three miles in 
longtl). 

In those townlands do the proprietors or tenants live scattered over them, or 
Jive in little hamlets and villages ? — Tliere are villages, or small clusters of houses 
collected together. 

Now, Sir, in many of them, do you know that if a man passing through any 
one of those mountains should happen to drop out of his pocket a piece of u 
worm of a still, or any of the appendages of a still, is it in the nature of possibility 
or probability that the inhabitants could know any thing of it? — Do vou mean 
all the inluibitants ? 

I mean the inhabitants generally ? — I think if it dropped on a mountain they 
could not know it. ■ 

If a still was even set to work at niglrt full, as is frequently the case, tiireo inilcs 
distant from the house of an inhabitant, and seized by the revenue olhcer before 
morning, could it be possible for any one of them to know any thing ofltie 
matter? — I think it must be totally impossible for them to know any thing of it; 
I mean before their ordinary occupations commenced, or if they were not searching 
for it. 

Has it corrie within your knowledge that any of these things have occurred ; 
such for instance as a still being set up at night, and seized in the morning ? — That 
has not come within my knowledge. 

Has it ever come within your knowledge, as a gr<and juror or otherwise, tliat 
collusions have taken place between revenue officers and other individuals to leave 
parts of stills, worms and other thinp, in order to bring fines upon the townlands 
for the benefit of the officer and the individuals?— That has not come under my 
individual knowledge. 

Has it come within your knowledge that townlands have been fined, because 
a still not at work, part of a still, a still head, worm oJ' a still, appendage of a 
sfilj, fragment ol a still, low wines, singlings, or potalc, have been found in part 
or parts ot such townlands — 1 have such knowledge i'roin attending- at the assizes. 

1 have heard the judge at Lifford, with great indignation, reject two out of three 
informations, laid upon oath ; the judge being of opinion that the evidence adduced 
could apply only to one offence. It was a case where three distinct informationg 
were laid ; and the judge said he would not suffer more than one to pass. The 
judge thought that the same offence was split into three offences. That was a 
case of potale, as far as I recollect. 

The gauger having then attempted to split one offence into three parts or three 
offences, is it not possible that he may also split the same one offence into the 
seven heads of .offence raenlioncd in the statute? — If the heads mentioned in tlm 
statute severally bear a fine, 1 do not see why it should not. 1 believe that potale 
found is a cause of fine. I do not know that the Act states at what distance it 
should be found, in order to constitute a separate offence. In whatever place the 
potale may be found, there is a fine incurred. 

But for the interference of the Judge, in that case you have mentioned, the three 
fines would have been imposed? — I believe so. 

Were you at the last assizes?— I was not at the last assizes. 

Were you at the assizes before that ? — I was not. 

490- Ho 
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ON ILLICIT DISTILLATION IN IRELAND. n 

Do you know how a man is to protect hlinsetf from the operation of these fines Arthur Chhhestet, 
living in towulands? — Do you mean my opinion as to the power of theluw'. B&q. 

Do you know any case in which a man has been able to protect himself from the ' 

■operation of these fines, living in townhincls? — 1 really do not know one individual 
instance. 

Vou do not know of one instance ? — I knosv informations have been traversed, 
and there has been a certain sort of protection. 

Do you know any way that an inhabitant of townland is able to protect himself 
from the operation of this law, supposing him innocent? — I understand the way 
■to be, that he may proceed by civil bill against the offender, if he know him. 

Do you call that protection, after he has paid the fine J — I believe be may pro- 
ceed against the offender, under the Act. 

Then if the offender is insolvent, has he any remedy? — I do not know of anv 
yemedy that he has. 

Can you make any computation of your own knowledge, with respect to the 
towivlands, as to how many innocent men suffer for the offence of one ? — I can- 
not really say the number. 

Is the proportion great, compared with the guilty ? — I sliould think the portion 
■very great, more than the guilty. 

Have you been a witness lately to the execution of this law in the country, so 
as to know any thing of it, of your own knowledge ? — 1 do know a good deal of it. 

First we will begin with the county of Donegal; what part have the gentle- 
men of the county of Donegal taken to promote or obstruct this law? — I con- 
sider that they have taken an active part in promoting the object of the law ; and 
in confirmation of that 1 would mention to the Committee, that being myself 
sheriff of the county, I received a requisition to call a county meeting for the 
purpose of considering the most effectual mode of preventing illicit distillation. 

This meeting was very numerously attended, ami 1 invited all landed proprietors 
and magistrates to co-operate in the object. The resolutions which were entered 
into were as strong as it was possible for gentlemen to frame, for putting their 
iniluence over their tenantry into action ; those landed proprietors who were 
unable to attend, were invited to accede to the detennination expressed at that 
meeting ; 1 therefore consider that the landed proprietors of the county of Do- 
negal liave anxiously wished to put down these practices. 

Do you think, upon the whole, that the illicit distillation has been increased ? — 

I do. 

Can you give any account to the Committee why j'ou think so ; can you state 
what causes have led to the increase of illicit distillation.^ — In my opinion, the 
temptation has been very much increased by the additional profit that the private 
distiller has at the present moment. With respect to the first part of the question, 
as to my opinion of the increase of illicit distillation, 1 must say that it is mere 
matter of opinion ; I.must refer to the rotiirns for any thing authentic upon the 
subject ; I think the temptation to the illicit distiller has been greater lately than 
it had been before, in point of profit. 

In what manner is the temptation greater ?— 1 think the reduced price of grain, 
if the price of spirit is kept up, would be one source of temptation. J think 
obtaining ready money for the produce of that grain, would be another source of 
temptatioHi 

From your knowledge of the country, could you suggest to the Committee any 
rational mode of diminishing the growing evil ? — That is a question of much larger 
extent than I can be prepared to answer. 

Do you think, that if small stills were licensed by Government in those parts of 
the country where these evils prevail, it would tend to diminish the evil ? — Ido, 
if the stills are so small as to enable the people of very small capital to work 
them. 

What size still do you mean ? — As my answer has borne reference to the capital 
and means of establishing a still, 1 cannot precisely say the size. 

Then you are not prepared with any opinion as to what sized still it would be 
advisable to licence, without reference to the capital of the individual who might 
be desirous of establishing it ? — I have not sufficient knowledge of the distillery 
practice, to answer that question. 

Do you know what the sized stills are which the latv now enables the Com- 
missioners of Excise to license? — I am not quite sure, but I believe fifty 
gallons. 

What is the smallest sized still you would think it advisable to license ? — The- 
precise size 1 am not able to speak of^ as 1 refer more to mutter of capital ; but I 
mean, that a cerlaiu degree of encouragement should be given to the proprietors 
of these small stills, as would enable them to make it projitable business. 

You 
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Arthur ChicJieslcr, You have staled, that you are not aware of the oucouragement given bv liie 
present law f — As I umlerstand the present law with respect lo small stills, the size 
' allowed is fifty gallons. I must notice that I do not speak positively, without 
reference to the Act of rarliamcnt; but I said, that 1 thought it would be 
beneficial to give encouragement to small stills, having reference to the Ciipittd of 
the i-arty. 

Arc you aware of the encouragement now oftered to small stills, being licensed 
in certain districts ? — I am not aware of such encouragement as would enable ilie 
proprietor of a small still to work it profitably, 

You have said you are not azeare; do you mean to sa}', tliat you know flie 
provisions of the law for the encouragement of small stills ? J)o you mean to say, 
that you have any information witli res[ject to iIjc provisions of tlic law upon the 
subject of encouragement i — I have premised what 1 have already said ; that i was 
not distinctly aware of what was considered encouragement by the law, but iliat 
1 did considerthat there was not that encouragement which enabled llie proprietor 
of a small still to v/oi k projitablj/. 

Do you mean to say, or not, that you are aware of the encouragement given 
by the present law ? — 1 am not aware that there is that sufficient encourag<‘meiit 
to which I have alluded; without reference to the Act of Parliament, 1 cannot 
answer that question. 

Du you know whether there have not been small licensed stills erected, and 
whieli are now working in districts that were before the theatre of illicit distilla- 
tion ? — I confine my knowledge lo the barony of innisbowen. 

Do you know, or not, whether such stills luive been erected in the barony of 
Innisbowen? — I cannot distinctly answer the question,, when you say the tlieatre 
of illicit distillation. 

My question is, whether there arc not now small licensed stills working in 
districts where illicit distillation formerly prevailed? — I am not aware of any 
other place than of the barony of Imiishowcn; whether there .is a small lieeu.sed 
still in that barony, I do not know. 

Then I will put my question, whether you know of any such within or without 
the barony of Innishovven? — I have heard of one small licensed still, under the 
Act of Parliament, within the barony of innishuwen; but what ilie operations of 
it are 1 really do not know ; nor do 1 know what the consequences resuiling from 
it are. 

Mr. Cliichcster has stated it to be bis opinion, that (he cstablislimeut of small 
stills in those parts of the country where illicit distillation prevails, would be the 
means of putting down that mischievous pruetice; yet he slates also, that he is 
entirely uninformed of what the operations or the consequences have been of that 
small licensed still which has been established in the barony of Innisbowen? — 
When the word small is mentioned, it lias an indefinite me'aning. When L was 
asked what I meant by a small still, I referred it to the capital of the persons and 
their means of working it. Whether that is a siimll still at Innisbowen or not, I 
do not know ; I have no iuformacion upon the subject ; I know not what its powers 
arc. When I gave my opinion us to small stills being licensed, I- meant such sized 
as would enable persons of small capital to work i\\cw\ projiliibh/. 

■ Then you do not know even the contents of the still established at Innisbowen, 
or the capacity of it? — I do not know. 

Is the Committee then to understand, that Mr. Chieiicstcv is not aware of the 
extent of the encouragement which the law at present alfords for licensing small 
stills; that he is not aware of the consecpienccs produced in llie barony of 
Iiinislioweu by tliat which has been establisbod; anti that he is even uninformed 
of the capacity of the still which is now working there ? — I can only give a general 
answer to that question. I have already said, that with respect to tliat particular 
still, 1 am not distinctly acquainted with its operations and effects. I liave not a 
suificieut knowledge of its operations and effects to speak upon the subject. 

Is there not another small licensed still on the borders of the barony of 
Imfishowen, but not within the barony ? — 1 do not know what the dimension.s of 
tliat still arc to which allusion is made. 

How near do you live to that still which you have last mentioned ? — I believe 
die distance is about 12 miles. 

You are not informed either of what the consequences have been of the esta- 
blishment of that still r — No. 

Do you not know of many informations that are laid before the judges, being- 
rejected and refused by the judges; 1 mean informations against towulands.?-^ 
With respect to that, 1 must refer to returns before the House, which will give 
much better information ; I believe there are. 

, Have not all persons a power of traverse, who conceive themselves aggrieved in 
any of those trials which take place? — 1 believe they have. 

Then 
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Then in any of the cases put in a former question, such for instance as part of 
a stiil, or part of a worm dropping from a man’s pocket ; in either of these cases, 
would not the party have an oppoi'tunitj' of shewing to the judge, that it svasa '■ — 
vexatious prosecution ?— He would have the opportunity of using the best argu- 
ments he could. 

You mentioned a meeting at Donegal; did the gentlemen there agree to a 
Tcsointion proposed for not purchasing unlicensed whiskey ? — I believe they did; 
but I cannot speak distinctly upon that subject, as i have not the resolutions at 
present in my possession. 

Do you remember whether such a proposition was made or carried ?— I believe 
it was made and carried. There were resolutions made and carried as fully as 
possible against the practice of illicit distillation ; every thing was done to lorwai'cl 
that object. 

Do you not think, that if such measures were carried on through the difl’erent 
counties in Ireland, they would materially assist in putting down illicit distillation 
in that country i — I think that such resolutions would materially tend to that 
effect. 

Do you think that mere resolutions would have any effect?— As far as the 
©pinions of landlords affect the tenantry, 1 think tliey would. 

Do you know of their having been acted upon? — I do not know of any gentle- 
man who signed those resolutions, having purchased unlicensed spirits. 

Do you know of aiw gentleman having purchased unlicensed spirits, previous to 
those resolutions ? — To the best of niy belief they certainly did. 

I wish Mr. Chichester to be asked, if, when he stated in the first part of liis 
examination, the exertions made by the gentlemen of the county of Donegal, he 
meant only to refer to the resolutions whicli were entered into by them at this 
public meeting? — I believe that every gentleman concurred in. supporting the 
opinions that lie expressed. 

What do you conceive to be the capital necessary for the small stills, to which 
you have alluded ? — When I mentioned small stills, 1 expressly coupled capital 
with them ; and when I suggested the size of the still, 1 meant such an alteration 
in the law upon that subject, as that a person of siiuill capital should work profitably. 

It must be indefinite, and I cannot give a precise answer to that question. 

Tlieii you have only a general and indefinite idea upon the subject? — Most 
undoubtedly; but my general idea is, that a person of small means must be 
enabled to work a small still profitably. 

What is your opinion of the amount of the capital nece.ssary ? — I have already 
answered that question ; 1 have said it must be indefinite. 

You have been asked, whether if a still, or a fnigment of a still, was found, a 
man has any defence by traverse; now suppose he traverses, do you know what 
defence he could make ? — If it is in the townland,Id o not know of any. 

Has he any defence but to shew that it is not the townland ? — I do not know of 
any otljer. 

lias he any defence arising from hi.s own innocence? — He has no defence against 
the fine being laid upon the townland; he has an action against the offender, biu 
in fact that is a point of law. 

Has he a right to shew his innocence before a jury ? — I do not know of any avail 
it would be to establish his innocence before a jury. 

Have you not known that snany informations have been rejected by the judge, 
because they were pre.sented from frivolous causes? — 1 have mentioned one 
instance ; I do not recollect any others. I cannot charge my memory sufficiently 
with the subject, to give any answer to that question. 

Do you not know that the judges take particular pains to prevent this Act 
having effect against townlaiicls, when they do not sec sufficient reason ? — 1 cannot 
give any particular opinion as to the practice of the judges. 

Does not Mr. Chichester reside in a country in which illicit distillation has for 
a long time past prevailed, to an almost inconceivable extent? — I have vesuiod 
there lately, only occasionally. 

Are not almost the whole of the lower orders of the people, directly or indirectly, 
concerned in illicit distillation in his immediate neighbourhood ? — Certainly not. 

Are they not so, either as consumers or makers of the illicit spirits ? — As to the 
consumption, I cannot speak as to my own knowledge. 

Do they consume any thing but illicit spirits? — Some do not drink any thing 
at all ; I do not know what quantity is consumed. 

Those who drink any thing, drink illicit whiskey ? — I cannot speak from ray 
©wn knowledge that they do. 

Illicit distillation, however, prevails to the greatest possible extent?—! do not 
know, of my own inunediute knowledge, that it docs at lunishuweu. 

490. D You 
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Arthur CJikheslcr, YoU have said lhat it does ? — I said that I had reason to believe it prevailed 
Esq. very much. 

■ "■■S' ' Dave not various measures been resorted to for the ))ur]>ose of nltemptiiig to 

repress illicit distillation 5 has not a camp been formed in the l)arony of Iniiisli- 
owen for tl]at purpose, in order that the military might assist the civil power? — 
A camp was formed in the barony of Innishowen ; but I am not aware of any 
aciive measures in consequence of that whiclt tended to its suppression. 

Were not military parties employed from the camp for that purpose ? — Tmo[)s 
were encamped there; but I do not know that they were employed for that 
purpose, from my own knowledge of that encampment, people in the liabit of 
conveying illicit spirits frequently traversed the roads, and 1 do not know of llieir 
having been interrupted elllier by the revenue olliccrs stationed in that camp, or 
by the military themselves. If the Committee will permit me, I will state one 
fact that came under my own ocular observation. Mr. Staples and I were on an 
adjacent mountain, shooting, from which w'e had a distinct view of the road, not 
•far from the camp, where we observed (to the best of my recollection) thirteen or 
fourteen horsemen, who appeared to us, from the distance at which w’e saw them, 
(inclml, neither of us bad the least doubt of it, that they were) conveying illicit 
spirits in small vessels called kegs; and their appearance made us believe that 
tliey were engaged in that practice. I believe, had the revenue oflicers stationed 
at that encampment and the military used due exertions, they must have pre- 
vented the peojjle iii that district j'roni traversing the roads. 

Slate to the Committee wliat your object is in establisliing that fact? — I men- 
tion iliat to prove that there is no great activity used in ])utting a stop to the 
practice. It that was the object of the camp, there was very great inactivity, 
either in the military officers or in the revenue officers, oriu both. 

What is the general price ofland in the barony of Innishowen ? — There must 
be very great variety in the price of land. 

Could you state any general average, as to the rent per acre, of land falling out 
of lease?— T confine myself to what I know of my own knowledge; i should 
think good arable land would be from 30 to 40 shillings an aero. 

. Is that an average price ? — I only speak of my own knowledge. 

"W hat is the average price, of your own knowledge ? — I stale that price, because 
some of my own land was set within these last two years at that price. 

Do you not think that the price of land, in those jrlaccs where illicit distillalimi 
prevails, is very much increased by the prevalence of that practice ? — I do believe 
it must; 1 presume that there is such a variety in the laud. The high price of 
barley makes a corresponding price in the lands. 

Do you not think the price of barley in liiat country is very considerablv in- 
creased by the demand there is for it, for the purpose of consuming it in illicit 
distillation ?— I am informed that the barley of I'iiat country alone 'is not used 
for distillation, but that it is imported from other counties; that is a thing 
notorious. ® 

But the barley that is grown in Innishowen, a great proportion of it is consumed 
in illicit distillaiioii r— I am informed so. 

Not only the barley which is grown there, but barley is actually imported into 
innishowen, for the purpose of being consumed in illicit distillation ? — Barley has 
been brought from other places, across Loiighfoyle, for tlio purpose of siile iu 
innishowen, for the purpose of being converted into spirits, as 1 am informed. 

Didyoiiever hear of any place called tlie Siraiui of Macgilligan, where there 
is a regular market for coni ?— i have heard so. 

For the purpose of being consumed in illicit distillation?— I cannot say for that 
purpose; but there has been a place of sale there for barley. 

Which you believe, however, to be consumed for illicit distillation ?~I am so 
informed. 

Have you any doubt; fairly have you any doubt? — As to any matter of fact 
I will answer fairly and directly. * 

Do you believe it; have you any doubt about it, tliut it is consumed in illicit 
distillation ?— I uiay believe tbat it i» ; 1 may believe tliat it is bromdu there for 
that purpose; I really believe tliat it is brought there for that purpose. 

Then there are a variety of persons besides the immediate makers of the illicit 
whiskey, concerned 111 the illicit distillation; tliere is, for instance, the giwer of 
the corn?— You eannot call liima.pcrsoa engaged in the illicit distiliutioii. 

There is the maltster, the carrier of the com spirit, the smuggler, and the.con- 
Siiiner; they are all persons concerned in the illicit clistillatioii ?— How far the in- 
•tlividnals-of that'Humber, from the.grower of the^ corn .down to -the consumer of 
the spirits are cwmmalJy concerned, I cannot say. 

But 
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^ But they are inlerested in the progress of the illicit distillation ; the}’ fonii parlies Arthur Chichester, 
m the co-operation ?— I cannot say that ; the conveyer of the com will of course 
have his charge for carrying it. Those persons may have an interest in it in the ^ J— ^ 
details, hut wliat interest each individual ha.s, I do not know. 

You have stated, in a former part of your evidence, that the opinion,s of the 
landlords expressed in resolutions, very much iuaucnce their tenantry ?— I did 
not state that. 

You said that persons above the lower orders of life were in the habit of con- 
suming the illicit distillation, in preference to the legal whiskey ?— Previously to 
these resolutions, certainly said they did. 

Do you not believe that the fines imposed on townlands give the landlord a 
direct interest in putting a stop to illicit distillation f— I believe it is the interest 
of the landlord to stop it, if he can. 

On account of the lines to which his land would otherwise be expo.scd f Natu- 

rally, where he can do it ; that, is, where the landlord has the means of doing it. 

In all cases it gives him an interest to attempt it? — It is in all cases his interest 
that there should not be a fine upon the townland. 

_ Can you suggest any other plan, which shall give to the proprietors and occu- 
piers of land, a direct personal interest to continue in favour of the law to suppress 
illicit distillation ? — I do not think that either the proprietors or occupiers of land 
are competent entirely to put down this practice ; I will go further, but I. consider 
the most effectual mode of putting down the practice, would be to take away the 
temptation of prolit from the person who distils illicitly. 

That plan, however, you admit would give no direct interest to the proprietor 
and occupier of land to put an end to the practice ?— ISo further than as the gene- 
ral welfare of the communiLy would be affected. 

With the exception, so far as that laudable motive operated, it would still 'be the 
interest of the consumer to buy spirits from the illicit maker ? — I do not under- 
stand in what way it would be the interest of the consumer to buy illicit spirits. 

At what price would you propose to limit the duty on spirits ?— I am informed 
that the profit to the illicit distiller is in the proportipp of 74. 6d. to 2s. ^4. 
namely, 200 per cent. ; that is, that -the raw material for which the illicit dis'tiUqr 
pays 2s. 6d. would produce him, when made into spirits, such a profit, being pold 
for 7s. 6d. per gallon. That information i have had conveyed to me in a letter -iu 
my possession. 

Can you state what is the general price of the gallon of illicit whiskey ?^From 
the same information I am told that the gallon of illicit whiskey was sold for 
7 s._ 6(/. ; that the corn bought for 2 s. Sd. was sold when in spirits at - s. 6d. 
i’lils is stated to me in a letter, which, for the information of the Committee, shall 
be laid before llieiii. 

What is the duty upon a gallon of spirits — I do not immediately recpllect- 

Do you know what the price of legal spirit is in any part of that district in which 
the legal spirit is sold — 1 do not. 

ITpc you ever any legal spirit sold in that district?— I presiume it lias, as it is 
in.evidence that there is a legal still tliere. 

-But you do not know the effect of that still in that district?— I know very little 
about that still. 

You do not know what the produce of that single still is No. 

In Carrickforgus, the town you represent, do you know the price of legal, 
spirits ? — I do not, e.xactly. 

Y ou do not know even any general or common price ? — As to the general price 
at Carrickfergus, I really know nothing. 

At Belfast, what is the price of legal .spirit?— I must speak very loosely about 
that ; I should think, probably, but it is a guess, that it is about 1 1 s. 

In point of taste is there not a marked predilection in favour of the illicit 
whiskey .^ — I believe there is. 

You do not speak from your own knowledge ?t— N o. 

If there was a duty of one shilling a gallon on legal whiskey, do you think it 
would effectually prevent the illicit distillation of whiskey ? — I'hat is, if the duty 
was reduced to one shilling, it would prevent the illicit (listiiler of whiskey from 
finding a demand for his spirit; I believe the reduction of the duty would very 
•much tend to that. 

Would it prevent it ? — It would tend to diminish it. 

What is the general price per barrel of oats and barley ? — It is not sold by ad- 
measurement. 
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Arthur Chichester, nicasui'cmcnt, but. by weight, by the stone ; last year the price was very much 
Esq. tUmiiiishcct ; 1 mean oats. 

V- — At what price were they sold ? — I have myself known oats sold for some short 

• lime in Ireland at that time, at lo d. and 1 1 d. per stone. 

At what jn'ice was barley tlieii sold ? — 1 do not know the price of barley. 

Do yon recollect the price of corn ever being so low in Irchmcl as it was during 
the last summer in that district ? — Without reference to some documencs I cannot 
say ; but 1 believe, previously lo i8ot and 2, it might have been as low ; but iu 
those years of scarcity the price of corn increased, and consequently the price of 
land increased. 

• Since that time, do you recollect any period in which it was so low as last 
'year? — I do not. 

Do you not conceive that the lowness of the price of corn most materially con- 
tributes to increase the temptation to illicit distillation ? — I have already men- 
tioned, that I did believe that to be the case, if spirits keep the price they do, in a« 
.much as the great proportion of the profits is owing to the lowness of the raw 
material. 

Have yon heard that there was a report prevalent at any lime lately in Iniiis 
Itowen, that the law imposing still fines was to be suspended or repealed f — f have 
not; I have, indeed it is well known, myself expressed, that there was an intention 
to move in Jkirliamcnt for an alteration of the law. . 

Did tlie knowledge of that intention jirodnce any effect on barley, atlnnishowcn., 
ill point of price?— I have not heard, 1 have not heard a syllable upon that 
subject. 

Be so good as to describe what is the extent of the barony of Imiishowen in 
•length and breadth?— It is very irregular in its boundaries ; in-ita.largest diameter, 

I suppose it is not less than 27 miles. 

If it is 27 miles in length, , how many miles is it in breadth? — About 17 or 18 
.miles in breadth. 

Are there many towiilands In it, so large as 500 acres each ? — 1 am sure there 
are ; I have no doubt about it. 

.Do yon think there are as many as half a dozen townlands that exceed that size 
in Jnnishowen ? — I believe that question was put tome in the beginning of inj 
examination. 

It only appeared in your former answer that there were many of iliat exient; 
my object now is lo come to an average upon the subject ? — I do nut know whac 
the general average may be. 

Should yon consider a townland of 300 acres a large one or a small one? — 
’When you ask me my opinion as to the extent, where there is a great deal of • 
mountain land connected with it, I cannot easily say what the extent'" is. 

_My object was to have an average size of the townlands, smooth and moun- 
tainous? — iln point of fact they vary very much ; they vary so extremely, that £ 
could not give any satisfactory answer. 

Is it your opinion, that the high duty on spirits .operates as a bounty upon 
private distillation ? — Indeed, I believe it’docs very much. 

Do you believe that if those duties were lowered, it would have the effect of 
lessening the private distillation? — 1 believe that question wa.s answered before; 
my answer before was, tiiat the reduction of the duty would tend lo diminish the 
practice. 

Do you believe that if stills of a smaller size were allowed, so us to meet the 
capital of persoirs concerned iu that business, that it would considerably tend to 
■put down private distillation ?— it was always my -opinion that that would be 
the case. 

Do yon not believe that those small -stills, so established, would have the effect 
of keeping up to a move regular rate the price of land, than the chances that 
attend this trade of private di.stillation, and the penalties that follow it?— I believe, 
that by amove certain market, it would. 

Do you know of any particular grievances attending the collecfiou of those fines, 
by geneial distress of cattle? — 1 know that very considerable misery has been 
•compUimed of, in cmiscqnencc of the cattle of iiiiiocent people being carried off 
the townlands, for the purpose of levying the amount of fines. 

Do yon know of •ail)' landlords in your county, seeing those distresses so great- 
advancing the fines for the tenants themselves? — I do know of one gentleman, 
•who advanced a very considerable sum for his tenantry. ° 

lo what amount, as near as yon can tell ? — 1 cannot precisely say the amount, 
•but 1 have been told above 2,000/. i j j > 

Has he been able, with all this assistance to those tenants, to prevent this evil ?— 

I am told he has not. ' ^ 

Ha« 
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Has he attempted it in vain, and Avhat has happoni'd him in liis place ? — The Jii/mr Chiduifer 
gentleman 1 allude to is Mr. Young, and 1 am informed he has used every c.xer- Esq. 

tion to prevent the evil. That he has, with the assistance of the yeomanry, taken ' 

stills IVoiu the tenantry and sent them to the proper depot, the Custom-house, I 
believe. He lias seized several stills 5 and notwithstanding his exertions, llie 
practice prevails. 

Was there any injury done to his property or person ? — There was an ornamental 
building attached to his house, the windows of which were destroyed. 

Was it supposed that that was done by the persons concerned in this illicit 
distillation f — That is matter of conjecture. It is presumed to be the cause, as he 
is not a gentleman who has ever brought upon himself any hostile c.xprcssion of 
the public opinion. 

With all these exertions, has he been able to put a stop to them? — I ain 
informed not. 

Do you know of any gentleman, who being absent from his scat in the service 
of liis country, whose estate is now saddled to such an amount with lines, ns to 
produce him little or nothing for support, or at least a very small proportion of its 
value? — 1 know several properties in that country where the landlords were 
absent, upon which fines have been laid to avery great amount. 

Do you mean laid, or levied? — Laid, imposed. 

Were those landlords necessarily absent? — I presume necessarily absQiit, from 
their professions and their occupations. 

Do you know Mr. Charlton ? — Yes, very intimately. 

What is his profession ? — He is in the army. 

Do you know that his estate was under those circumslaivces 1 have mentioned. 

— There were very heavy fines upon it. 

Do you conceive he will be able to get his rents out of those estates? — He has 
already come home, and. visited that country, to my own knowledge.- • 

Has he suffered in the late wars ? — He was wounded very severely. 

Has he been able to get his rent off those lands ? — 1 believe not; it is only 
matter of belief. 

What district is his estate in ?— The common name is Erris. I do not know that 
there is such a district in any formal division of the county by that name. 1 do not 
know of any name that the district has. It goes by the name of Erris. 

In what parish is it situated ?— In the parisb of Clonraanny. 

Are you so well acquainted with the Act that imposes these fines, as to be able 
to say, whether it is not in the power of the tenant or servant of the landlord, with 
whom he may happen to be at variance, to saddle the estate with such a debt for 
fines, as will render it useless to the landlord, in case he goes to the extremities 
he may do, so as that tlie landlord shall not be able to get aiioilier tenant for it ? — 

I believe that if tenants enter upon that practice, so as to get fines imposed, and 
that if they chuse to abscond, the lien for the sum remains on the property ; and 
I do presume that no new tenant would take laud subject to this charge; and there- 
fore that it must necesarily become waste, if the tenant lias absconded. 

Do you not believe that the fall of lands that has taken place in Ireland, coupled 
with these fines, will induce tenants to quit their lands, and go off with both rent 
and fine ? — I do believe that that may be a very reasonable result of the pracUce- 
of fining. ‘ 

If yon were residing at your house, could you, by any means in your power* 
secure yourself against these fines : sup\»osiiig that a discoiitcnled tenant, or a 
servant, conceiving himself ill used, eliose to enter into a combination with an 
e.vciseman, for the purpose of imposing t’nese fines upon you, could you, 1 say, 
by any exertions in your power, avoid the inliiction of sueh fines, if such com- 
binators thought pro|)er to throw parts of stills into your grounds: if such 
persons were wicked enough to throw any part of a slili upon your land, without 
your knowledge, would that subject you to a fine, even though the circimistance 
was not known to you r — I believe it tnigliv, being Ibund there. 

Then you could not prevent such event happening, by any wisdom or exertion 
which yon could by possibility make? — If such things were put in the dark upon 
the land in the niglit, and discovered in the morning, that, 1 believe, would subject 
the land to a fine. 

What Is the average amount, do you suppose, of the capital of the persons 
engaged in illicit distillation? — It may be very small; ten guineas would be 
abilrtdaiit for many. 

Is it carried on by persons who are upon the footing of labourers, or who are 
490. E very 
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Jrthui- CJiklitslci', very sniiill holders of land: — By both ; by some who have laml, und oven ihose 
who have no land whatever. 

'' '' AVho are, ilicrefore, persons of very small capital? — Of course, persons oi‘ very 

small capital. 

Is there any thing in the ntiture of the tnanner in whiclt those di.sti'iets arc 
peopled, which makes it very dilHcnlt to ascertain where an illegal still is si:i up ? — 
1 conceive particularly so. 

V>'hy f — There are large districts of mountain totally unfretiuented. The skilful 
mode in wliieh these private stills are construelcd, remiers them sn little liahlc to 
observation, that I have been within twenty yards of oiu: without discovei ing it j 
und probably [ should not have discovered it, if it was not pointed (.m, or i eaim: 
upon it accidentally. In those trackless nunmtains, on tin: hank of a deep river, 
ihey are frcrjuemly consmicied with green s<]d. in the day-iiaio they tire not 
perceivable, ibr they arc generally worked in the night. 

In the townlandfi in which yon yourself reside, do you think it possible for any 
person to erect an illegal siil wiiliout your discovering it ? — I do. 

Since the meeting of the county of Df)uegal, do you believe that the use of 
illegal spirits in gentlemen’s houses lias been done away with? — As to iln- use, 
I cannot speak of my own knowledge; but 1 do believe that ail ih<; genllcnien 
who signed those lesuliitions have strictly adhered to them. As to the con- 
sumption, I cannot speak of individual gentlemen’s houses; bill, ns to the 
resolution being strictly adhered to, J believe every gciitlenmn has absolutely 
confirmed tliem. 

Were there many gentlemen and magistrates of the county of Donegal wlio 
were not present ? — Some were not present. 

WTiat proportion of the county do you think were not present? — I stated 
when I related the civcumstance originally, that a general invitation was given iri 
every person of any consideration to accede to those resolutions, and inanv did 
accede to them subsequently to the meeting, and authorized their names to be 
pubfickly amiuunced as concniTiug in tiic sentiments of that meeting. 

What proportion of the people of properly in the county do you think were 
comprised within the miinbcr of those who attcmled the meeting, aiul suh,scf|uenliv 
cx|)i'essecl their cunciirrence in the proceedings of that cominittco? — 'i’he exact 
proportion I cannot exactly say ; the resolutions tliomsclvcs would show it. 

Is the consumption of spirits in gentlemen’s houses very great? — That is really 
more than I can answer. 

In your own family do spirits fufni a considerable article of consumption, or in 
Irish gentlemen’s families, in thesame way that malt liquor is used in families in 
this country ? — When you speak as to my own family, I can answer that question 
in the negative. 

I am speaking of spirits generally, are they used much in Irisli gentlemen’s 
families ? — Servants certainly ilo use it very much, generally mixed witli water. 

Then they use it as the eommon beverage, in the same way that malt liquor is 
used in gentlemen’s families in this eomitry ? — Titey sometimes do. 

Then it must form a considerable article in a gentleman’s family ? — It docs. 

The labourers and servants use it? — r’l'eqnenlly. 

What lias been tiic effect of the fines in those towiilands where they have been 
levied? — ^Whero the (inos have been levied I. have no hesitation in saying that 
the cflcct is, that the inhabilanis have been reduced to very great poverty ; in some 
instances tenants have abaiidoued liiem wbolly, and of conrse ail tlic severity of 
charge which they were unable , to satisfy, lias iiad the eflect of tulaliy ruining 

Where the cattle have been taken away, they are of conrse reduced to further 
misery ? — My opinion of the lesult of an excessive fine of towiilands, is ihut un- 
doubtetlly. Considering the juice of Imid ; cuiisideriiig the dc[}ieciiition of 
agricLiltuml produce, a tenant may balance, in his own mind, these circumstances 
and tile pressure of fines, and iluis deiermiiic liiin to ahandon the land. 

Do yon_ attribute all the distress that may have hoeii felt in tiiosc towiilands, 
to the levying the lines, or to other eiicumstances il,;:t liave aflecced the prosperity 
and the interest of Ireland ? — I do not consider it all owing to the; lines, hut 1 con- 
sider the fines coming iit this moment would be undcnibicdiy more severe than 
«t any other inoinenc. 

Do yon conceive that spirits and water are the common drink of the servants 
and labourers in Ireland ? — I did not say that. 

When it is used, must it not be used as a substitute for beer ? — I do not consider- 
it in that point of view. 

1 wish 
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T wiah to know wiietlicr spirits, used cither with or wiilioiii water, are no;, vevv JilJiur Cluck, -s/er, 
lunch an article of eousum[>lion at gcntieincii’s tables hi tlic north of Ireiaiul ?— E.,q. ’ 

Souietiincs it is. v, ^ 

Has not the use of wine very much diminished ? — I lielicve it li.ag. 

Then the subsliliile is the use of spirits? — I consider it is j I cannot sav llmt 
generally in some particular instances it is not the case. 

In your country are not spirits very imicli useil in the houses of gentlemen' fit 
their tables ? — I luive seen it used very I'rcqiiently. 

Is it not very iiuidi used in geiillemcn’s families and at the tables of gciillemeu 
in your country ? — I believe it is. 

In your part of Ireland, is the landed property almost entirely in the hands of 
large proprietors, without much intermixture of small proprieturs^^— Do you inctm 
in the barony? 

Is the property in the barony of Tnnishowcu very exclusively in the hands of 
large proprietors ? — Most of the entire barony, exclusive of vtlmt is church-land, 
belongs to the Marquis of Donegal. 

Without much intermixture of small proprietors, many small original proprie- 
tors, is the olher branch of the quesiion f — The nature of the tenure of the pi o- 
})erty is this; except the churchlands, the Marquis of Donegal is the Lord 
Paramount; His leases are set at 6i years, generally renewable ; and the tenants 
on receiving such leases, take them as if they had become the actual proprietors. 

And are the lands so let much subdivided? — They are subdivided amongst 
occupying tenants, in the same manner as other estates. 

Are the proprietors, who are immediately next (o -Lord Donegal, very 
mimerous, and are the lauds much subdivided into small holdings ?— -Most of the 
barony of Innishowen is held under him; some of whom have from 1,000 1 . to 
3,000 1 . per annum profit, and the lands are subdivided as I have before stated. 

Is not the nature of die property in Ireland such as to give to the landlords a 
very extensive influence, and a much more extensive influence over the mass of 
the people, than exists in England, where the property is subdivided amongst a 
vast number of original freeholders ? — I conceive, with respect to this particular 
country, that the influence of the landlords, in many mstances, is peculiarly 
restrained by the tenure vvhicli each tenant possesses; for instance, leases, 
which make the tenant independent of the landlord. 

Are not all leaseholders deriving under Lord Donegal, in the baronv of 
Innishowen, restrained They are not, at least a considerable number are not. 

The greater number are ; those who arc the greater number are restrained .? — 

That is matter of opinion ; I know a great number are not. 

Tlie majority are?—! am not certain. 

Have you ever heavil of a quantity of illicit spirits permitted into Innishowen ?~ 

Never. 

Have you never heard that none were permitted into Innishowen ?— I have not. 

Have yon never heard in the country, previous to the establishment of the dis- 
tillerv there, tiiat none were legally permitted ? — I never heard any expression of 
the kind. 

If it should be made to appear in evidence, that there were districts of tlie 
country into which no legal spirits have been permitted for a long time, and that 
the consmnplioii of spirits in the bouses of gentlemen, which you have no objec** 
tion to state, is the consumption of illicit spirits ; have yon any doubt that there 
is n consinnpiion of illicit spirits ? as to the quantity permitted, supposing we 
establish that there are districts in the country where none have been pcrmilted, 
have you any doubt that there is a consumption of illicit spirits by the gentlemen 
of tlie county { — Small portions of spirits may be had witliout permit, probably as 
much as may be required. 

Have not Government an open market for illicit spirits, whicli have been con- 
demned, and do they not sell such spirits ?— I know they do. 

But they are permitted to the purchasers afterwards ? — Yes, they are, if in lartre 
quantities. 

Do you net know, that they could not go to the purchaser without being per- 
mitted ? — 1 do know that, except in small quantities. 

Do you not know that they cannot be sent home to the purchaser, without a 
permit? — Yes. 
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Sabbati, 2^* dk Mail, i8i6. 

The Right Hoiiom-able Sir GEORGE FITZGERALD HILL, BarL 
in the Chair. 



Arthur Chiche&ler, Ef5quire, a Member of the House, again Examined. 

DO yon recollect the camp at liinishowen ? — Yes. 

Arthur Qiu'hcstcr, In what year was that? — I believe it was two years ago. 

V. / That was in 1814? — Yes. 

You said you observed a number of persons carrying unlicensed whiskey, in the 

usual waysuch persons carry illicit spirits; was that just close to the camp? Not 

quite close to the camp, but a public gangway. 

Were there any revenue officers there ?— 1 am informed there were; I believe 
there were. 

What was reputed to he the best market in the country, at that time for the 
illicit wlnskey ?— As to the best market, I don’t know ; but 1 am told it was sold 
ill that camp. 

Now, Sir, from your observation, from your knowledge of the country from 
your conversation with all the gentlemen of it, do you yourself, as a man of good 
understanding, believe that it is the interest of the revenue officer to put down 
this practice of illicit distillation? — Certainly, as long as tlic fining sykem con- 
tinues, by wliidi he derives so much profit, it is not liis interest to put it down. 
1 consider iiis interest and duty too much at variance. 

Do you not believe that it would be a sufficient defence to an inimbitant of a 
lown-land, wlio was charged by information under the Act, to prove that no still 
bad been found there, or that that which was found there, and called a still was 
not used for the process of distillation ; or that it had been left there by collusion 
with the officer ; or that due notice had not been given to the inhabitants of die 
town-land to defend themselves upon that trial? — In asking my opinion upon an 
Act of Parlimueiit, 1 sliould desire to see the Act of Parliament, befoie I gave 
■my answer. ° 

What description of persons are those .who arc usually occupied in the prcco-ss 
•ol. illicit distillation, in the barony of limishowcn ?— Gencrallv the lowest order' f 
believe. ' ’ 

Is it ever carried on by the more respectable classes of farmers I believe 
that there have been some instances in which persons of that description have 
'been found guilty of it. ^ 

Arc they not, in the great majority of instances, the most miserable classes of 
•collier-tenants f— I cannot take upon myself distinctly to state that witli aiiv cer- 
tainty ; my residence is only occasionally there, and has not been of very lomr 
'duration. ^ * 

Have you not been present at many of the trials at the assizes ?— I have seen 
•offenders ol tliat description on trial at the assizes. 

Did they not, upon such occasions, appear to you to be of the very lowest class 
•of the people r — In general they did. 

_ Is it your opinion that any of those persons could carry on the process of illicit 
distillation in any of Uiose town-lands, without the more respectable class of the 
inhabitants being aware of the fact ?— Certainly ; 1 think iliat in some of the town- 
lands, It might he earned on so privately, as that the respectable inhabitants might 
■not know it. 1 must premise, at the same time, that the inlnibitaiits are sunnosed 
•to be attheir ushal yccujiations ; if they arc all in a body ranging fhout^hout the 
town-lands, they might discover it; but allowing them all to be en<rage°t in their 
usinil occupations, it might be carried on without their being avvarc°of it. 

Do you not believe that where stills are detected at work by the revenue officers 
that an muisiuil ([inintity ol smoke is the circumstance which leads to their detec- 
iion? — I do not know distinctly that tliat is the case. 

Do you not believe that the process is usually attended with a more than ordi 
•navy quantity of smoke, more tlian usiuilly proceeds from a common cottage?— I 
Kiannotj Irouuny own observation, .reply to that. ® 

Do 
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Do yon believe llmt in onlinary cases it would be possible that the process sbouid Ai llmr Chii /iesirr , 
be carried forward svithmit some of the principal uiliabitaius being apprised of 
the fact? — My reason for thinking that it uiightso happen, is this; that iamoun- ^ 

tains you freqneiuly see fires fur other purposes than distillation, name]}'', in 
makin" a description of coals, which smiths produce there, aud for burning weeds 
to make into ashes. One occasionally secs in mountains lires at distant place.-.; 
and wiicthor the smoke of those tires might be similar to distillation smoke is 
more than I can tell. It is a fact, that you may see tires in unfrequented places, 
and probably the inhabitants might attribute the cause of these fires to those two 
1 .have uieiitioned. 



Do you believe that if the fining system did not prevail, that the fanners would 
be most inclined to encourage or discourage the practice of illicit clistiilation ? — 
AVhat they would do I camiot say ; hut it would be their interest, for the benefit 
of the public, that they shouhl discourage it. 

What do you think would be their inclination upon that point? — That must 
depend upon the nature of the laws made in substitution of the Act. 



Can you form no opinion upon the point?— As tiic practice is prevalent from 
custom, i cannot say what they would do. 

Can you form any opinion at present, whether their wish is to suppress or to 
encourage the practice of illicit distillation?—! have been told by the most 
vespectatile farmers with wliom I have conversed in that country, that if small stills 
were established, wliich would enable those of small means to work profitably, 
that they would be very desirous that the illicit distillation should cease. 



Under the existinc laws, taking them exactly as they now stand, do you believe 
it is the real wish oAhe occupying farmers of Innishowen to suppress the practice 
of private distillation?— I infer from the number of infomiatiotis that have been 
laid, that the general wish is not so. 

Do you not believe that the occupying farmers could suppress it if they really 
wished so to do ? — Certainly; if all the farmers of the country were determined 
upon it, they could. 

Are you not of opinion, that if even the majority of the occupying farmers 
wished bonujide to suppress it, that it would be in their power to do so, by them- 
selves giving information of such instances as tlic parties absolutely knew ? I 
do believe that it would, if the majority of them were delermiued to do so, 

Do the Excise officers ever search the houses of those whom they conceive to 
be the consumers of illicit spirits ?—l am told that in parts of Donncgal they 
do ; in some parts of Doniiegal they liave done so. 

Do you know any instances of their having searched the houses of gentlemen 
for that purpose?- 1 have heard they have. 

Don’t yon think that if severe penalties were levied on the consumers of spirits, 
by the rank and station which they may be in, and if it were made imperativs 
upon Excise officers so to do, would it not tend to suppress illicit distillation ?— 
1 think if the consumption was interrupted by any means, that tlie tendency to 
•the practice would diminish. 

As far as you know of the practice of illicit distillation, might it not be carried 
on in the midst of the day without the appearance of smoke,_ or any indication 
wiiatever of its being carried on, by making use of that material you have men- 
tioned as universal fuel ; I mean by using slack or charred turf? — I am. not ac- 
ijuiiinted with the process sufficiently to give an answer to the question. 

Yon have stated, that the smoke which is seen rising from other causes, in the 
• mountainous districts of Innishowen, is so frequent, that the process of distillation 
may be going on in thosemountains without being suspected? — I did not say that 
those fires were so frequent tliat illicit distillation might be going on without being 
suspected ; but I said, that if those practices of raising the fires from other causes 
existed, it might not be known by tlie inhabitants to be occasioned by the pro- 
•cess of distillation. 



You know the city ofDerry ? — Yes. 

What is the name .of the mountain of considerable extent, which is seen in 
that direction from the city of Derry ?— I do not know which mountain you 
allude to. 

You know the mountain .of Bird’s Town ? — Yes. 



How far js that from Derry?— About five miles. 

Have you ever been in the city of Derry, and seen the smoke of fires in the 
mountain of Bud’s Town ?— I never observed it. 
liave you ever heard the fact to be so ? — No, 
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A'Cthuv Chichester, You liave siiid that if all the inhabitants of town-lands employed thouiselves in 
seeking to detect illicit distillation, yon thought that they could siip|)rcss itr — M y 

^ NX- ^ answer was, that if all the inhabitants left their usual occupatiouh for the piii'pos'e 

of searching town-lands, they might discover it. 

Have you never heard that there exists in the town-lands a general conibina- 
tioii of the inhabitants to conceal the process of illicit distillation? — I have heard 
(hat in consequence of the general dislike that the lower orders of t!ie Irish have 
to be considered informers, that under that impression they do conceal it. 

And only under that impression do you believe that they lirive abstained Ifoin 
giving information? — 1 do. 

You do not think then tliut the direct interest wliich the fanner has, or Is su]>- 
posed to have, has any influence upon his conduct in that respect ? — lii rc,s[)eci to 
giving the information, I certainly lliink it is t'roin the general abhorrence which 
Uie low’d orders have of being held out and considered as infuriners. 

And from that only? — I believe so. 

Have you never heard that it is an ordinary practice for the inltahitants of 
town-lands to have persons stationed to give information of the ap])roach of llie 
revenue oflicers, or of any military officers? — I have heard that people liave been 
stationed for the purpose of giving notice to illicit distillers, of the approach of 
anything that might disturb their practice; of the military pariiculariy. It is 
only hearsay. 

Do you think that those persons were stationed to give information of the ap- 
proach of the revenue oflicers, and of the military oflicers, from the diflicuiiy 
which the low’er ordcre of Irish people have to becoming informers, or to inlbr- 
Tuation being given? — I consider that the necessity of having notice of the 
appi’oach of those who disturb their practice, if continued, arises from ihcir wish 
to continue it. 

In point of fact, do you not believe that it arises from their aversion to bc- 
I coming informers? — 1 consider the last answer to be applicable to that question. 

Have you ever heard of the manner in which information is conveyed ihroui-h 
the country to the persons employed in those illicit practices, of lire upjjroa'ch 
•either of the officers of the revenue or of the army ? — I have. 

What is the manner? — By sounding a horn. 

Is there any other means of conveying it? — Not that I have heard of. 

Have you ever heard that fires were lighted to give notice; have you ever heard 
of beacous for that purpose? — I have not. 

But you have heard of the sounding of the horn? — T have. 

Do you think that in any country in which the practice of illicit distillatinu 
prevails to so great an -extent as it has done in Innishowen, and so systematically 
ns your last answer admits it to be, it is necessary for all the occupying inhabi- 
tants ofa town-land to leave their usual occupations to enable them to detect llic 
practice?— As the alarm that has been mentioned is supposed to be given merely 
upon the approach of either military or revenue officers, who might nitemipt the 
practice, and as there are many times in which those people do nol. visit 
particular town-lands, of course in that interval the practice may be silently and 
undisturbedly carried on, but I say that it is to be presumed that the oi’dimiry 
occupaltoiis of the people will take up their time upon their.own ufluirs. 

What was the name of the gentleman who suffered so much, both from wounds 
and in his property, that Sir J ohn Stewart mentioned in the House of Commons ? 

' — Mr. Charlton. 

. Where is his estate in the County of Donnegal ? — In the district called Urria ; 
the whole district of Urris belongs to him. 

What is the extent of the whole district of Urris ?— I should think the IcngtJj 
of -it may be two miles and a half. 

Is it all mountain? — It is flat and mountainous, the cultivated part is flat. 

Is it environed by mountains ? — Not entirely. 

Is it easily accessible ? — On one side very easily. 

A great deal of barley is grown in Urris ? — I am informed so. 

And iliicit distillation prevails to a considerable extent there ?— It has prevailed 
to a very considerable extent. 

Do jou know a place colled Boanj fohble ?— Yes, I do ) tliat is the Irish name 
■loj It; Moville is another name. 
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Is there a strand there well known as a market for barley ?— There was such Arthur ChichetttTt 
a thing. 

How long since was it used for that purpose? — I don’t know as to dates. V-,., .J 

Was it a market for any thing but barley ?— It was a place where illicit spirits 
were sold. 

And barley also? — I don’t know whether barley was. 

You don’t know of any barley being brought from another county to that 
place ?--l have already answered that question ; 1 believe so. 

And the illicit spirits mamifactured of barley, sold also ? — Yes. 

Have you ever heard that the market for both was so established, that spirits' 
and corn became common articles of barter? — 1 have. 



And that they were each sold without the intervention of any circulating 
medium ? — I cannot say as to the mode of making the bargains. 

If they were bartered, that must have been so? — As to the circulating medium, 
I know nothing about it. 

If they were bartered, it is certain that must have been the case ? — I only know 
that barley wiis brought from the county of Derry over Lough Foyle, and that ilie 
illicit spirits were taken over as matter of exchange. 

Was this done in open day ? — Yes, in open day. 

And the transfer made in open day, without any intemiption?— Yes. 

Is that in your part of the country ? — Yes. 

How near your residence? — Within two miles of it. 

It has ceased lately, has it not? — It has. 

Has it ceased altogether, or has it been only transferred to some more conve- 
nient place ?— It has ceased since a military detachment was placed there. 

Then the military detachment being stationed there, has not contributed, as in 
the camp, to increase illicit distillation ? — The practice ceased when this military 
establishment was formed there. 

You don’t know where the market exists now ? — I do not. 

Have you never heard that there is some substituted place of market and lalef 
—I don’t know that there is any such place now. 

How far is your residence from the place w'herc the camp was ia 1814?— 
I believe about six miles. 

In what parish is Urris ? — The parish of Clonmany. 

To whom does that parish belong? — To Mr. Dobbs. 

How far is the residence of your most respectable father from Urris ?— From the 
nearest confines of it, not more than half a mile. 

Is there any gentleman’s residence in the district of Urris ?— There is one. 

Is tliere any residence, the property of a gentleman in Urris? — There is the 
residence of Mr. Charlton. 

Who is the tenant of that residence ? — I am myself. It is a small bathing lodge, 
it has not been occupied for a considerable time, except by servants. 

Have you not heard, and do you not believe, that the district of Urris was in 
the occupation of the private distillers from the month of October 1813, until last 
summer, without a military or a revenue officer daring to approach or molest 
them, for the purpose of protection? — I have heard, that it was for a considerable 
time the resort of the people for the purpose , of illicit distillation, and that that 
district had not been visited by a revenue or military ollicor. 

Did you not hear that a revtiiue officer, w'ilh a party of 140 infantry .and 40 
.cavalry did visit that district in tlie autumn of 1S13, and was overcome by the 
inhabitants, and obliged by treaty to secure his retreat from that district ?— 1 have 
no recollection of that fact. 

Have you heard of any such occurrence taking place in Urris in any other year? 
—On tlie authority of the Secretary of State for Ireland, it was stated in the 
House of Commons that sucli au event did take place in x8n. 

Did you ever hear it before? — I state my authority. As to dates, I did hear 
ofsuch a circumstance ; but I did not hear reference made to particular dates. 

Did you ever hear of such an occurrence, before you heard the Secretary of 
State for Ireland mention it in the House of Commons f — I did hear of such an 
occurrencej but not so accurately ; nor was I so clear as to matter of time 5 and 
tlierefore I asked the Secretary of State the date, which he informed me of. 

How far was the camp in 1814 situated from Unis ? — I believe about eleven 
aiiles. 

Did 
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Did von hem- tliat any pail of tin? military from tliat cmnp (lul m tl»? oourso «.( 
that summer make an effort for the suppression ot the illicit distillation m Urns P— 
1 do not recollect having heard tliat it did. 

■Have you not heard that no such effort was made from that camp that sum- 
mer?— I have. ■ 

Have YOU not heard that the illicit distillers, who were dnvctv away Irom tlic 
iinmediam vicinity of the camp, look refngc in Urris, for the purpose <>l carrynig 
on their illicit distillation there i—1 have heard that such dislillc s as i ishcd to 
carry on tliat practice with security, resorted to Urns, considerine; that tliat was a 
plat^ that was not to be visited by revenue olheers or military. 

Have you not heard that the terms of the admission of those illicit distillers so 
takiiiffrofiice in Urris in that summer, were, that they sluniUl bring along with 
them armsVnd aimmmition, take an oath ot association to the distnct, uiul sub- 
scribe a small sum of money ? — I heard that circumstance related by bir George 
Hill, which was the iii'st information I had of such a thing. 

Did you never hear it from any other person ? — I never heard it from any other 
authority tliat I could rely upon. 

Did you ever hear it from any other person or persons, before you heard it 
. from me, (Sir George Hill) ?— Hever from any other person but you. 



Yon never heard it from any other persons ?— I have not heard it from other 
persons, any authority that I recollect, to which I could attribute sufficient weight. 

Were you at your residence at Thockston.in Unis in Eimishowcn, during the 
summer of 1S14 ? — I have not resided there these three years; but 1 may have 
occasionally rode there. 

What is the name of your chief place of, residence ?— Castle Carc}’. 

Were you there in the summer of i^Ji4 ? — In August 1814 I was. 

Will you explain what you meant, when you said, it was understood that the 
army and the revenue officers were not to visit Urris from the camp ?— -I did not say 
that 1 understood that the army and revenue officers were not to visit Urris from 
the camp ; but generally it was reported that the revenue officers and the military 
did not intend, to visit Urris. 



What was Y'oar idea of what was meant that they were not to visit Urris ? What 
was.youv idea of the cause why .they were not to visit Urris? — Tlierc were two 
.causes which occurred to me; cither that the intention of the Government might 
have been, from the number of people engaged in that practice, at one decisive 
time, to proceed to that country, for the purpose qf its suppression.; or that the 
revenue officers had been intimidated by the events which had previously occurred 

In point of fact, you have said that no effort was made in the course of that 
summer from the camp ?— 1 have not heard that there was an effort ; and I 
have understood that there was much inactivity. 

Have you heard any reason assigned why no party wa.s directed, in the 
course of that summer, from the camp, against Urris ?— I have heard a reason as- 
signed by an honourable member of the Committee, who will give a suiricieut 
an.swer upon that point. 

Do you know Mr. Tristram Carey?— I do. 

Do you know Mr. George Carey, his father? — Yes, I do. 

Do you know where Mr.. George Carey’s property lies f—jl believe he has pro- 
perty scattered, through the county. 

How far is his residence from you ? — Two or three miles from me. 

Have not Mr. George Carey, and liis son, Mr. T. Carey, in the course , of last 
year, by their exertions, suppressed illicit distillation upon their own particular 
town-lands?— I do not know ; but I have heard that they had used every exertion 
in their power. 

Do you know Mr. Spencer Knox ?—^I do. 

He is the eldest son of the Bishop of Derry ? — Yes. 

He has a parish in the barony of Innishoweii ? — Y es. 

What is the name, of it ?— The name of it. is Fahn. 

He is a magistrate of the courity of Donnegal ? — Yes. 

Do you know Mr. Peter Maxwell ? — Very intimately. 

•Is he not the eldest son of a gentleman of good fortune in the barony of In- 
.nishowen?— Yes, 



Does 
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.Does he not live in the parish of I'ahn, with his father ? — Yes. 

He is also a magistrate of the county .of Doimegal f — He is. 

Did not those two gentlemen, Mr. Peter Maxwell and Mr. Spencer Knox, by 
their great exertions, in the course of the year before last, actually banish the illicit 
distillatiou from that parish? — I cannot take upon myself to say that they did. 

Have you not heard, and do you not believe, that they did so remove it entirely 
from -that parish I heard so .from Mr. George Hill; positively I don’t know 
that 1 heard it from any one else. 

Have you not heard, in yonr own countiy, of illicit distillation having dimi- 
nished in certain parishes of the barony oflnuishowen? — 1 did diear that it was 
diminished in the parish of Falm, and to the Lest of my belief, 1 heard that from 
Sir George Hill. 

Have you never heard, except from one gentleman, .that illicit distillation had 
diminished in the parish of Palm ?— I cannot cliargc my memory with such ex- 
•pressions of such intelligence having.bcen given to me. 

Did not the illicit distillers of the barony of fmusboweii frequent the landing- 
place at Bonnyfobble, not only in the open day but on fixed days in the week, 
which they called their market days? — I believe! have answered .that question, 
by saying that since a military detachment was stationed there, the practice had 
ceased. 

Has your brother, Mr. Edward Ciiichcster, a parish in the barony of Iqnisliowen ; 
— He has two parishes. 

One was your father’s ?— -Yes. 

How far is that from Urris ?— About twelve miles, the nearest part of either of 
the two parishes, I consider to be eleven or twelve miles from Urns. 

What is the place opposite Bonnyfobble. on the other side of Lough Foyle ; is 
itnotMr.Gilligan’s?— Yes, in the county of Derry. 

What is your opinion with respect to the diminution of illicit distillation. in the 
particular part of the barony of limishowen.with which you.are best acquainted, 
within the last five years ? — 1 do not think myself competent to give a decisive 
opinion upon that question ; as in giving my opinion of the increase of it, I am 
led to form that opinion in consequence of the informations alleged at the assizes, 
and which appear upon returns before tire House. 

Then you have no means of judging whether it has increased or diminished, 
except from the informations ?— Really 1 have no positive knowledge of my own. 

Have you not an opinion upon the subject, whether it has diminished or In- 
creased ? — Not having any positive knowledge of my own, I take the informalioii 
from the informations exhibited at the assizes. 

Have you itever heard in the country in which you reside, whether in , some 
parts of the barony of Innishowen, the practice of illicit distillation is not more 
prevalent than in others ?— Where the revenue and military officers have employed 
their power, it must certainly have operated to diminish the practice for the time; 
but when they did not visit those districts it revived again ; bu t on what amount 
I cannot tell, it is impossible for me to say; because iu districts that have been 
cleared by exertion when the officers presented themselves, it revived again ; 
but in what parts it revived, again, 1 cannot say. 

You have said that the establishment of small stills would be the means of 
putting down illicit distillatiou ; what do you understand to be the description of 
small Itills- which, being encouraged, would Lend to suppress illicit disullation ?— I 
believe I have twice answered that question. 



Arthn ChiQhcstcr, 
Esq. 



James Daly, Esquire, a Member of the House, E.xaniined. 

.are you acquainted with the county of Galway ?— I tun, with part of it. Etq. 

Do you know any thing of the practice of illicit distillation in Galway, ..and - . v 

whether such practice exists — There is a great deal of it 

Do you know whether it is increasing or diminishing in that country?— I think 
it has been increasing ; 1 am a little staggered by the accounts I have heard ; for 
-I thoughi it was on the increase. 

You think it is increasing, however?— I do. 

Can you give the Committee any particular grounds for the cause .of this 
increase ?— i think that one very great reason is the very low price of grain, because 
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Jmm Duly, Eiq. they Iiaye had no market this year for their grain, except for private tviriskcy ; 

, — - — — ^ and I think, besides that, the liigli duty on wliiskey gives great eaeouraginnent'ur 

tlie praclioe ; because, in my pint of the country, 1 coidil buy a gallon of illicit 
whiskey for Jess than the duty on a gallon of leg:U-nmdc whiskey. 

Then you think the duty operates as ii great cneounigoment to the illicit dis- 
tiller?— I think so, on account of the higli duty, and the 'low price of corn. 

Have you witnessed the c/lccts of the lining system of town-huids in your 
county ?— There has been a great deal of it. 1 Iniv'c seen !i great deiil ol’ distress 
resulting from it ; and I think f have seen ii great de;d of iiipisticc in it ; I mean 
by that, where two or three lines have been imposed for one olfenee ; lliiil is, by 
splitting the pot-de and the still into parts. 1 have seen one line Icvicil for put-\ile 
another for the still containing the pot-alc, and a third for the still-hcud. ’ 

That is, three fines for the one offence i — Yes. 

And that upon different town-lauds ?— There were two t()wn-laml.s in the ease f 
allude to ; because the man \yas caught running away with the still in <jm; town- 
land, and the still was found in a socontl town-land. 

Thatis,a_man running away with a still from one town-land, and persons bciu‘>- in 
jiursmt of him, he drops it in another town-liiud ; and that second luwn-iund was 
hned, bccausc.it is found there f — Yes, that is tlie fact. 

_ You have said that yon have known three fines arising from the one still ; timt 
is, one upon the pot-alo contained in it, a second upon the still, and a third be- 
cause the still was found on another town-land f— Yes, tliat is the fact. 

Was that still at work in that town-land which was fined for the still bciiie- 
found in It?— Certainly not. " 

_ How longmight you suppose the still was in that town-land?— The gauo-er .mt 
mfommtion that there was a still at work in the house ; the owners of it go ^notice 
tliat the gauger was coining to make a seizure, the parties look the still olf the 
fire when it was at work, and carried it away. There happened to he snow on 
the ground, and they were traced into a bog belonging to another town-huul, and 
the still was found in that bog, and that town-land was fined for it. 

The town-land on which it was found was fined, it appearing only that it was 
justleftthereby the parties in hot pursuit?— Yes. 

Was that town-land in which it was found, fined because it was Iviiio- Uieri' ? 

Yes. . o 



Do you conceivetli.it there was a guilty inhabitant in that town-land? — Cer- 
tainly not of that offence. 

Could the inhaliUanta of that town-land, by any excrtlon.s, have prevented tliat 
still from being found 111 that bog? — Certainly not; that is, the man came away 
from another town-land, and he dropped the still in his passage tlirougli tlm 
second town-land, and at the Lime no iiiliabitant of the town-land kmew of it. 

Did not that town-land in which the still was found, not working, incur tiie 
same penalty that the other town-laud in which it was working incurred? It 



In what parts of the country does this illicit distill.alion prevail most?— In the 
^“S8'y pai'ts of Galway. ’■ 

Is there ally iu Ihe mounl:.inous parts ?— I don’t imdcrstaiid tliat there is near 
SO much on the mountains as m tlie bogs. 

The bogs are pretty large in your county ?— Yes. 

I presume there are not many houses in those traots of hoa i— There are are-it 
tracts of waste bog, and there are scarcely any inhabited hoiiles there. ® 

And these are the species of places selected hv these ocrsoiis for cs, „ 
the illicit distillation i-They are generally. ^ caiiymg on 

What distance from any inhabited houses might the seals of these distilleries 
be?— Sometimes near; lor many of the houses aje round llie I,,,,., . ‘'‘*■111™=* 
great way from them. ' sometimes a 

Don’t tlm bogs belong to town-lands ?-I always understood they did- and 
they were fined as parts of town-lands, o i iiiey aid , and 

sure they work in the day, for I have seen them ^ ““ 

■ Do 
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Do you know uny of the efl'ects of these fines, and what hardships they lay the 
inhabitants under ? — In general the still is hired by some poor person, who works 
it, and who has not money to pay the lines; which fines fall upon the more 
solvent inhabitants of the town-lands. 



James Dalj/, Estj. 



How do these people get these stills ? — They hire them ; they pay so much to 
the tinker or brazier who makes them. 



Do you know, Sir, whether the wealthy and substantial farmers follow this 
occupation ?— That is rather a dilHcult question to answer ; I should think they do 
very often ; but in general it is the poor persons who work them ; they are gene- 
rally workmen and labourers and poor lariuers. 



Do you think that lowering the duties on spirits would tend to diminish this 
evil? — Certainly, I should think so. 

Do you think that encouraging smaller stills to work than arc at present 
allowed by law, in the inland parts of Ireland, would diminish this evil ? — My 
belief is, that the stills now permitted to be licensed are small enough, if they had 
a certainty of being allowed to work ; by which I mean, that if a person sfiould 
set lip a small still, such as a forty-four gallon still, he might be certain of not 
being interrupted by a person setting up a larger one in his neighbourhood. 



What is your meaning with respect to a larger still being set up in the neigh- 
bourhood? — I believe it is generally thon^it that if a 500 gallon still was 
set up within a certain distance of a small still, the license would be imme- 
diately withdrawn from the small one ; that is the generally received opinion, iu 
{>arls of the country, among the people, and has operated to prevent small stills 
being established. 

Has it ever happened to you to know that the license of a small still has been 
withdrawn in consequence of a larger still being erected in the neighbourhood? 
— 1 1 has not ; I don’t believe there’s a large still in the county I represent. 

Do yon know of any application having been made from any one in that 
county for a small still ? — i believe there arc two this moment at work. 

Is there not one at Eyre Court ?— That is stopt. The man is dead some time. 

You have staled an instance which occurred of two fines having been levied 
for what you believe to have been one offence; is that a fact within your own 
knowledge? — It is. When I say within my own knowledge, 1 don’t mean 
that I was there at the moment ; but it is a fact that I am quite certain 
about. 

Do you know the place where the distillery was at work? — I do. 

tlow far distant is the house where it was traced from, to that part of the 
other town-land where the still you state was found aftcrwai'ds ? — 1 really don’t 
know. 1 think it might be half a mile ; between a quarter of a mile and half a 
mile. It was, in fact, across a bog. 

Then if the distillery, or the place in which it was at work, might have been 
visible to the inhabitants of the town-land, where it was first found, it might liavt; 
been visible also, or within the knowledge of the inhabitants of the second town- 
land ? — I have a very clift'erent opinion from some other people upon that subject. 
I think they can work without being seen at all; or at least when it is scarcely 
perceivable. I myself, when shooting, have trod upon the top of a still before t 
knew there was one there at all. 

It being then at work? — It being then at work. Three or four X have known 
the same way. 1 don’t mean to say ihat there is no sort of smoke, but you would 
hardly perceive it, as the people use small little pots. 

Have you any knowledge of any other circumstance, such as you have related, 
of two lines for the same offence? — I have heard and believe of other instances, 
but 1 only know positively of the one which I have already related ; it happened 
to tenants of my own, who lived in an unfrequented bog. 

Have many detections been made on your own estate ? — A good number. 

Have you not exerted yourself very strongly to put down illicit distillation on 
your own estate? — I have detected seven stills, which I lodged in the Excise 
office of Looghrea ; and I sent up a certificate to the Board of Excise of Ireland ; 
and we had a meeting in the county of Galway, at which we entered into a reso- 
lution never to renew the lease to a tenant who was concerned in the practice, or 
if they were concerned as makers of illicit spirits. 

Was not that resolution entered into after the law had passed? — It was passed 
tlie same year. I went from here after the Act passed ; and on going over to Ire- 
land, there was a county meeting called. I am sure there had tieeu no fines laid 
on before the resolution had passed; that I am quite sure of. 
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Arthur C/iicAe.5f£,’j’, Esqtiire, M. P. again Examined. 



Arthur Chichester. 
Esq. 



DO you not know of a small still in tlic town you represent f — At Carrickl'ergus 
there is a still. 

■VVliat is the size ofit? — I cannot incniion. 



Are you not aware that it is what is generally considererl a small still ? — 1 can- 
not mention. There is a distillery there, but I tlo not know the size of it. 

Is it not under a lumclred gallons ? — 'I don’t know tlie size of it. 



.lames Daly, Esquire, M. P. again Examined. 

James Daly, Esq. HAVE you any general impression of the system of fining town-lnnd.s ^ — 1 have 

^ ■■ — ' u very general impression of that sort. I think the system of lines is an absolute, 

essehtial part of the system now in operation. Fining the town-lands, if it is 
uiider modifications, is an essential part of the system; but 1 think it fails by not 
having some other thing to assist it. i don’t think it is suHicieiit by itself ; but I 
think it is a necessary accompaniment of any other system. 

Then your objection would be to the particular ])rovisions of the present Act? — 
My objection is not to the j>rinciple of tiie Act. 

But to the provisions of the Act, which, if modified ? — I think would be 

very effective. Besides the fines, 1 would liave some severer penalty that would 
render it more effective. 

What are the modifications that you allude to ? — ‘I think, in the first place, 
there ought to be some provision of this sort: There should not be more than 
one fine for one offence; and besides, I think the gauger ought not to be entitled 
to the fine, unless he convicts the offender, which he can do nine times in ten. 

I should be glad to know whether or not, making a modification of the present 
Act, by changing the punishment of the illicit distiller, or he that works the still, 
from being sent to gaol, to transportation, would have the effect? VVhut is your 
opinion upon that subject? — I am sure tliat the punishment ought to be severer 
than it is; but I should not like to give a positive opinion upon the subject of 
transportation. 

Would it not have a good effect by altering the laws as far as this ; that in case any 
person of the town-land would convict and bring forward the guilty person, tliat 
thatproceediQg.should excuse the fine upon the town-laud ?--l will answer that 
•question. I thirtkstfaat illicit distillation will never be put down, withiuiL you 
give the- gauger some cause or some incentive to do his duty. I should very much 
like to excuse the town-land of the part of the fine going to the King, if after 
the gauger had detected the offender, the inhabitants would prosecute to con- 
viction the offender; I never would take his share of a fine from the gauger, 
provided the actual oflender was punished. 

Ale you aware that if the information of an illicit still be given to the gauger 
•by an inhabitant of the town-land; or that after the still is discovered by ilie 
gauger the prosecution is met by the town-land, Llmt in that case lire fine is en- 
lirely remitted to the town-land? — f am certain it is not. If an inhabitant of the 
town-land comes forward before the gauger lias discovered tiie still, and gives in- 
formation, stating that it is for the sake of saving the town-land, the town-land is 
excused ; but it is not excused if the gauger has made the seizure or the discovery 
’belore the inhabitant of the town-laud has given the information. 
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Lunce, 2^“ die Mali, 1816 . 

Ttie RigLt Honourable Sir GEORGE FITZGERALD HILL, B^t. 
in the Chair. 



James Daly, Esquire, M. P. again Examined. 

DO you think the gentlemen of Ireland encourage the practice of illicit distil- 
lation, or that they have taken pains to discourage it ? — I think they have taken 
pains to discourage it, as far as 1 know, in my part of the country. 

Do you think, that the gaugers do their utmost in order to discourage this 
practice? — I think that if the gaugers would exert themselves to put down unli- 
censed whiskey houses, it would lake away the market for illicit whiskey, and 
thereby contribute extremely to put down the system. 

Are not illicit spirits in very general use in the county of Galway ? — I believe 
that illicit spirits form the whole of the consumption of the lower ranks. 

Is it, or is it not at all in use among the gentry ? — It is a good deal ; but I think 
that the licensed spirit is more used in gentlemen’s houses than the other spirit. 

Do you know of any searches having been made, or penalty levied bv excise 
officers upon persons who have had illicit spirits in their possession ? — 1 have not 
heard of any fact of the kind. 

Do not you think, that if some severe penalties were imposed upon the con- 
aumers, it would tend to suppress the practice? — Yes; I am quite sure that it 
would ; and I believe that there is a very severe penalty now ; but the fact is, that 
it is not enforced. 

Describe generally the class of persons by whom illicit distillation is usually 
carried on in the county of Galway ? — 1 believe it is carried on almost entirely by 
persons who have nothing but their habitation there, and scarcely any land. 

Is it your belief, that in general the respectable farmers of any townland could 
prevent illicit distillation in the townlands, if they really desired it ? — 1 believe 
that they could repress it exceedingly, and prevent it being so prevalent as at 
present ; but not to put it down, unless they gave their wliole time to it. 

What kind of proceeding, upon their part, do you allude to as likely to repress 
it exceedingly ? — In townlands, where there are a great number ot private stills, 
the inhabitants must be aware of several of them, and by giving information to 
the revenue officer, they would have them seized, so as to put down the practice. 

Can you give the Committee any general idea of the usual average size of the 
townlands in the county of Galway ? — I cannot. 

Should you consider a townland of 300 acres as being larger or smaller than the 
usual average ? — I believe that, as to those townlands where whiskey is mostly 
made, I should call it a very sunill townland; it being in the bog and inountain 
townlands where it is most prevalent. 

Do you think that any of those bog or inountain townlands to which you refer, 
extend as far as two square miles ? — I really do not know. 

If the excise officer attended to mills where malt is ground, might it not tend 
to repress illicit distillation ? — Yes, I am sure it would. 

By what means could it be discovered that the spirits consumed ai-e illicit?— 
By the permits where there is a large quantity, and by reference to the persons 
from whom it is bought, if not a large quantity. 

If you were at home in your own place, and if you had discontented tenants or 
servants that might have taken oftence against you, in combination with the 
excise officer, could you say that you could with certainty avoid fines ?-~l am 
quite sure that no exertion of my own could prevent me incurring a fine, if they 
had so combined. _ 

490. H 
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Do you know whether or not llie revenue oflioers visit the mills to search lor 
illicit malt? — With rcl'crence to the mills, 1 cannot say |)ositivcly; but 1 am quite 
sure they do not do any thing like their cluly in searching for malt, generally. 



Alexander Steu^art, Esquire, a Member of the House, Examined. 



Alexander Stfwart, 
Esq. 



IN what county in Ireland do you reside ? — In Donegal. 

You reside in the most mountainous part of it? — Yes, in the most mountainous 
part of it. 



You use every exertion in your power to repress illicit distillation in your 
neighbourhood ? — Yes, as far as my knowledge goes. 



Have you not iutimnled to your tenants, that if they be dctccled in the praciiec 
of illicit distillation, they will expose themselves to your marked displeasure ? — 
Most decidedly. 



Previously to your departure from Ireland, bad any single fine been imposerl 
upon your estate I — No Hue until my departure to attend Parliament last Session. 

After you did leave home to attend Ihirliament, was your estate, or any part of 
it, fined? — Do you mean to apply your ciuestion to this Session or last Session? 

To either ? — It was after 1 left it that there were llireo lints imposed upon one 
townland, when I was attending to my duty last Session of Purliamcnt, amounting 
toys/. 



Were they levied? — The persons came down tome upon my return from the 
Session of Parliament ; and I bid them go about their business, and to pay their 
fines, or that afterwards 1 would turn them out of their farms; and I shut the 
dftoi: in their faces., 

Were the whole of those fines paid ? — The cattle were driven away for the pay- 
ment of the fines, but whether to the whole amount, or not, I cannot say : all the 
cattle of one man were driven away; he brought his action against severai of ilie 
townland, and I believe he did not succeed in his suit, for what reason I cannot 
tell,; and 1 believe there were more cattle taken, mid that is all I know about it. 
But I must add still further, tliat 1 have since served twelve ejectments upon that 
townland, in consequence of their transgressing the ilcdaraiioii that 1 nuulc, tliat 
I would not keep a tenant upon my estate tliat did it. 

If you bad turned them out, and if the whole fine bad not been paid, is not your 
estate liable for the residue of it ? — The remainder, or what is not paid, is a' lien 
upon it, as I am told. I beg leave further to state, ihat I have not granted a lease 
upon an estate which I have purchased a considerable time ago; aeqiiaiiuiug my 
tenants of my determination, for the purpose of turning any out that should 
transgress the law, by carrying on private distillation. 

If that estate were in the county you represent, would not you think it a great 
grievance that you could not make a Irceholder?— Certainly iUiould ; audpeiljaps 
motives of that kind might induce me to make lenses. ^ 



If your tenants had leases, could you have the same power of preventing illicit 
distillation amongst them ? — Most undoubtedly 1 conceive not. 

What could you suggest to tiic Committee as the most proper means of meet- 
ing this evil?— 1 conceive, myself, tliat the existing law is not sufficient to put 
it down without constantly having a military force;' but I do conceive tliat licen- 
smg small atills, of forty or fifty, gallons, that might be worked by two or three 
persons, might take away the temptation from the peopltM>f the country mid 
open a market for their barley ; I should think that t/int, with .some other assist- 
ance which I could mention, would, in a certain process of time, efleciualiy put it 
down: Those assistances which I mean, are, in the first place to allow no kilns in 
townlancis, which are called open kUns, for the purpose of drying corn • as I dis- 
covered a tew days before 1 left home, that there was more use made of I’hcse kiiius 
to dry malt llian to dry corn,; and if these were put down, I think an insuperable 
difficulty wouldbe thrown in thc way of the illicit distiller, because he would not 
be able lo dry his malt. And in order to remedy the inconvenience that might arise 
to the tenants, good and sufficient kilns should be erected at the manor mills 
where they are obliged to carry their com to be groinul ; and if so, these would 
apawgr every purpose, without exposing persons to an additional expense in car- 
riage; anti that the miller having those mills should enter into a bond of security 
^ he groimd there; without a proper permit from the revenue 
oflicet: Ihat is what I think, accompanied with an increase of punishment upon 

convicted 
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convicted illicit ilislillers, would, in a s-lioi'l process oPtinie, put an end to it, with- Akxavdtr SkwarU 
out involving the iiiofirent |)cople who at preseiit are subjected to punisluiieiit, as 
I believe luaiiy are inuier the [n-faent existing laws. ^ / 

Do you think that tlic higli duties upon wlvskey at this moment, operate as an 
encouragement to the iiiilieensed distiller r — Most luuloubtedly i conceive they do, 
because they enable llie illicit distiller to sell much cheaper; they induce, of 
course, the consumers to go where they get the clieapest spirit, aud 1 believe, 
the best. 

Is it your opinion that tlie gentlemen of the county of Donegal, as far as 
your knowledge goes, encourage the continuance of private distillation ? — I think, 
and can confidently say they would put it down if they could. 

Would they drink parliament whiskey ? — I really am of opinion that they would 
drink parliament whiskey, if they could not get better. 

You have stated, that you have held out threats to your tenantry, that you 
would not renew their leases, and that you would punish them if they continued 
this practice ? — Yes. 

What is your opinion as to the law, as it stands at present, upon the principle of 
fines ? Do you conceive that it puts the landlord in the tenant’s imwer to have 
fines put upon his estate, if you persist in the plan vvliich you have ]iroperly 
begun ? Does it not llu'ow the landlord in the tenant’s power, by continuing this 
practice of levying fines upon the land — In answer to that, [ am of opinion that 
the tenants may certaiuly bring on fines, and may go off before the process of the 
law can reach them ; 1 cannot turn them out, because I must give them a certain 
notice before I cun turn them ofli, and then they may run away, aud I may lose 
my rent ; and whatever fines are struck, [ am told, remain a charge iijiou my 
estate. 

Have you, as landlord, any power, or does the law give you any power to pre- 
vent their ciurying away their substance, so that you would be subject to that fine, 
even supposing they be able to pay the rent? — I should think not, if they leave 
the land, and pay the tent. 

Will you have the goodness to say, whether you ever heard of an instance of 
a tenant engaging in illicit distillation, for the purpose of punishing his land- 
lord? — I certainly never did. 

Could you when at home, be entirely secure from the penalties of fining, ac- 
cording to the existent law, with certainty — 1 certainly could not, and for this 
reason, that the penalties may be iuciu'red, even if 1 were at home, without my 
knowledge or power of preventing. 

Do yon recollect this paper purporting to be a meeting of the magistrates, and 
the lauded proprietors of the county of Donegal, held at Letterkemiy, upon 
Monday the 4th of April 1S14, \_shewhig the paper alluded ?o] f — I see iny name 
here, and 1 think that is the paper. 

\Here the following article from a newspaper was handed in, and marked G. F. JL] 

“ County of Donegal.” — " At a meeting of the magistrates and 
“ landed proprietors of the county of Donegal, held at Letter- 
“ kenny, on Monday the 4th of April 1814, in couseq.nence of 
“ a requisition made to the High Sheriff; 



“ Jrthir Chichester, Esquire, High Shevift', iu the Cluiiv; 

“ The following Resolutions were unanimously agreed to > 

“ That, being convinced of the many mischiefs and bad consequences 
“ attendant upon the practice of illicit distillation, hitlierto so prevalent 
“ in this extensive county ; we do hereby pledge ourselves to use every 
“ exertion in our power, as magistrates in our respective ncighboiiihoods, 
“ and as landlords upon oiir several estates, to suppress all private stills. 

“ That we will not grant a lease of any part of our estates, or renew 
“ upon the expiration of any existing lease, to any person w'hatsoever, 
“ that to our knowledge, shall keep or use a private stiil after the date 
“ of these Itesolutions. 

“ That we will afford every assistance and support iu our power to the 
“ Higli Constables, and those employed under them, in collecting the 
“ amount of the fines imposed at the last assizes, aud all those which 

“ might 
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“ might lierpafter be imposed upon townhmds and i)!irishcs, in which 
private stills have been found ; and tliut we will hcncoforwavd endeavour 
“ to have the amount of each fine levied upon the uclnal ollender, or from 
“ the district as near as possible to the place where tlic uifence has 
“ been commitled. 



“ That, as we have received information that several persona in this 
“ county, have been lately carried off and secreted, for the purpose of 
“ preventing them from giving evidence against illegal distilleries ; and 
convincccl, as we are, that such unlawful proceedings by tending to 
“ obstruct the due course of justice and set the Laws at defiance, threaten 
the most dangerous and destructive consequences, if not speedily ami 
“ effectually checked, we are determined to prosecute and punish to the 
“ utmost every person who shall appear to us to have been concerned in 
“ the above-mentioned outrages.” 



“ That, conscious that any exertions of the resident gentlemen merely 
must be, in a great degree, inefleetual, unless supported hy the absentee 
landlords, we direct that a copy of these Resoiutions be transmitted to 
the several noblemen and gentlemen, iion-rcsidenls, who arc possessed 
of landed property in this country, requesling their co-operation in our 
endeavours to prevent illicit distillation, and calling upon them to give 
instructions to their land agents, to afford their assistance in carrying the 
principle of these Resolutions into ell'ect with vigour and efficacy. 



“ That the Sheriff be requested to have these Resolutions published in 
the Derry, Strabanc, and two of the Dublin newspapers.” [CorresponJeni 
and Evening Posi.] 

“ The High Sheriff having left the Chair, and Sir James Slexcart, Bart, 
being called to it, the thanks of the meeting were returned in the High 
Sheriff, for his readiness to meet the wishes of the gcnilemen ofllic 
county, by calling this meeting, and for his very proper conduct this 
day in the chair. “ Arthur Chichcstcry Sherif]’. 

“Donegal, Erne, William Derry, John G. Ra|)hoo, S.ILiyes, 
“.I. Stewart, G. F. Hill, Alexander Sietvart, Uichard Maxwell, 
“ Edward Pakenham, Robert Montgomery, jnn. Thomas .Brooke, 
“ Andrew Knox, J. Hume, Richard Allot, .lames Galhmith, 
“ Robert Harvey, Robert Young, William Todd, Wybraius 
“ Olphcrt, William Stewart, James Sinclair, Francis Mansfield, 
“ John Boyd, James Stewart, jun. J. Maxwell, J. Spencer Knox, 
“ Charles Rnox, W. Stewart Killygordon, J. Pratt, George Cary, 
“ Samuel Delap, John O’Donnell, George Y^oung, Robert Norman, 
“ Alexander Montgomery, J. E. Nesbitt, William II. Ash, A. Fer- 
“ gnson, Alexander Boyd, S. L. Montgomery, John Montgomery, 
“ David Walker, William Wray, William Pitt Komicdy, 'George 
“ Homan, Joseph Johnston, John Cochran, Thomas Smith, 'E. 
“ Harrison, Nathaniel Stewart, William Boy<l, R. Murray, John 
“ Ellison, A.Cociiran, J. Hastings, Robert Dobson.” 



By an allusion which you made to manor mills, tlic Cominitteo would be led to 
suppose that every estate in Ireland had a manor mill ; is ilial the case ? 1 con- 

ceive that to be the case generally, in the North of Ireland ; I cannot speak as to 
other parts. 



Do not you believe, that there are some manors so large, that one mill is not .at 
all enough for the use of the inhabitants for grinding corn ?— I am very certain 
of that. 



Are YOU not aware, that for many years past a great number of mill.s liave been 
erected in many different parts of the country, wliieh are now considered as being 
lawful mills, just as much as manor mills f— 1 know of none of that description ■ 
I know that on ray brother’s estate, who has two very large manors, he has several 
mills indifferent places of them; and I feel it indivi'dually, liial it is the duty and 
merest of a landlord who has a very large manor, that he should have mills in 
different places, tor the convenience of his tenants. 

Do you think that the destruction of the kilns you have mentioned, would not 
be extremely detriineiital tothe agriculture of the country? — I certainly am not 
of that opinion, so far as this, if proper kilns were erected at the manor mills, 
because, I do suppose every person having a right of soccon, will take care to 
supply sufficient mi Is for the accommodation of the manor, and it is his intn-cst so 
to do ; as to any other mills, I should suppose the lord of the manor would put 
them down, because it would be taking away his right of property. 

Have 
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Have you not bcnnl, that there are many mills erected upon manors, which have 
existed there fur ai must time immemorial, and that the lord of the manor could 
not put them down ? — I know of none. 

Do not you helieve, that it would be very inconvenient to the fanners in that 
country not to have kilns conveniently situated to their own houses and farms, 
for the purpose of drying their com ? — [ think they are subject to no more 
inconvenience, as it is as easy to carry their corn undried to the mill where they 
are to grind it, as to any of the adjoining ones ; they must carry their corn to be 
ground there. 

Are not you aware, that corn untlried is more bulky and heavy than corn dried, 
and are you nut also aware, that a farmer with his own fuel, and upon his own kiln, 
can dry his com much cheaper than any other man ? — With respect to the 
matter of its being lighter to carry, I conceive that is not of any great moment. 

Is it not so ? — It is according to the circumstances of the case ; if kept a long 
time in the stack it is very likely to be lighter, but if immediately out of the field 
it would be heavier. 



Alexander Stcaart) 
Esq. 



You have expressed your recollection of a resolution entered into upon the 
4th April 1814 ? — Yes. 

Is there not one of those resolutions which pledges the gentlemen who signed 
the resolutions of that meeting, to give every assistance and support to the con- 
stables of the county of Donnegal, in the collection of the fines at the previous 
assizes ? — From memory I cannot possibly recollect, but I will look at the paper. 
[11 ilness looking at the paper.} 1 see enough to assent to the fact ; there is such a 
resolution. 

Do you recollect, that subsequent to that the high constable of ibe barony of 
Innisbowen I'ailed entirely to perform bis duty, in collection of the fines imposed 
at the previous assizes ? — 1 cannot possibly answer that question, because I have 
no recollection of it, nor any thing relative to Innishowen ; I cannot recollect it at 
this distance of time. 

Did you hear that a camp was formed, in the summer of 1814, in- the- barony 
- of Innishowen, for the purpose of assisting the collection of the fines imposed ? — 
I did hear of.a camp being established, but not for the collection of fines, but for 
the purpose of preventing the trade that was carrying on between Milligan and 
Innishowen, and they seemed to agree very well together. 

What efforts have you heard, as being used by the gentlemen who signed those 
resolutions, to assist the high constables of the different baronies of the county of 
Donegal to collect the fines imposed at the assizes previous to that meeting f— 
I certainly have heard of none ; and I will go farther and state, that 1 have made 
none myself, because 1 have never been applied to by any constable or by any 
gauger to do it, otherwise I am sure that 1 would. 

1 beg to ask you, whether you think the measures now in existence are sufficient 
to put down illicit distillation ? — My opinion is decidedly the contrary. 

Is a reduction in the duty essential, in your opinion, to this purpose ? — I should 
conceive that it would certainly be a considerable assistant means, tending to dis- 
courage illicit distillation. 

Do you mean to state, that he does not consider it as absolutely essential ? — My 
answer to that is, that 1 certainly should think it is essential. 

Do you think it beneficial or otherwise to the fnoprietprs of land, that illicit 
distillation should continue to go on ? — So far from its bmhg beneficial,' I consider 
it an especial injury to the landlord. 



When you give it as your opinion, that it is essential to reduce the duty upon 
spirits, does not that opinion apjdy only to the North of Ireland, in which illicit 
distillation prevails, and not to that part of the countiy in which it does not 
exist ? — 1 really conceive that it would be essential for the whole kingdom. 

In what point of view do you consider it essential to reduce the duty upon 
spirits ? — 1 consider that the lowering of the duty upon licensed distillery spirits, 
certainly would in some degree reduce the price, and therefore take away a degree 
of advantage from illicit distillers. 

If there be many parts of Ireland, in which illicit distillation does not and never 
did prevail, you do not mean to say, that those parts of Ireland would derive ad- 
vantage from the reduction of the duty on spirit-s ? — I cannot speak of the difl’erent 
parts you allude to, but 1 can speak, for instance, so far as regards Dublin ; I am 
told that gentlemen who wish to be supplied with spirits, can get extremely good 
spirits from the distilleries in Dublin, from stills which contain about 1 ,500 gallons ; 
whereas there are smaller distilleries at Sligo of about 300 gallons, where 1 under- 
stand the spirits are not so good, so that I think that the lowering of lllSJduty 

490. I would 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




34 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 
Alexander Stewaii, would induce gentlemen to send to Dublin for good spirits, wilboui drinking illicit 
Es^. spirits. 

' ■> j)o you not think that the lowering the duty upon spirits over the whole king- 

dom, would have the effect of producing a greatly increased degree of drunkenness 
in those parts where there is no illicit distillation ? — My answer to that is, that 
unless the duty Were to be reduced in a very great degree, it would not bring 
spirits to that price which would put it in the power of the lower order of tlie 
people to get it, so as to make tlicm drunk. 

What do you consider such a decrease of tlie duty as would have the effect of 
decreasing druiikenness among the people ? — I cannot precisely state that degree; 
I only think, that reducing it in a certain degree would not ])i'oduce the effect of 
drunkenness; it would depend upon the degree of rcduclion. 

Do you believe that drunkenness does prevail to a considerable degree, in the 
cities of Dublin and Cork, at present, from the consumption of spirits, at the 
duty which is now imposed upon them ? — IViy answer is, that 1 never was in Cork, 
and therefore I cannot speak any thing about it; and as to Dublin, t have not 
been there for sonic years, and 1 cannot say as to that either. 

1 beg to ask you, whether, in your opinion, there be any part of Ireland tliat is 
not affected either by the distillation or the consumption of illicit spirits? — 1 think 
that certainly illicit spirits may be conveyed from ilie north to (he soulii, or any 
other pan, and of course must have an operaiiun. 

How long is itsince you were south of Dublin ? — Not these twenty years. 



Henry John Clements, a Member of the House, Examined. 



II. J. Clements, 




DO you Iccollect the effect which the system of fining townlnnds protlncecl iu 
the county of Leitrim, previonsly to the suspension of that system in i8io; I 
mean whether it had not succeeded in preventing to a consider.ible degree, illicit 
distillation ? — At the time when the Act was suspended, it was certainly begin- 
ning to act in its full force. 



Was it not the general impression in your county, that it would have succeeded, 
if it had been persevered in ? — Certainly. 



Had not, in the year i8ia, illicit distillation revived and made great progress 
in the county of Leitrim ? — Yes. 



Was it not your opinion, and that of the gentlemen of your county, that no 
system would be so effectual for the suppression of illicit distiliatiou in that county, 
as the revival of the fines upon townlands? — U was at that time, but 1 have reason 
to know since, that they have altered their o|»inion. 

Will you answer the same question as to the county of Cavan, in which you 
reside ? — 1 have reason to know, that at the time the Act was susj)ended at Cavan, 
it acted rather as a bounty to the illicit distillation, than otlierwise. 

What was the amount of fines due by the county of Cavan at liiat period ? — 
I believe about 13,000/.; but those fines were struck off by the suspension of 
the Act. 

Y on mean, that tlie non-levying of the fines imposed operated as a bounty in the 
county of Cavan ? — I do. 



■A9^- 
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Marlis, dk Mali, i8i('. 

Tlie Iliglit IIononi'!ible Sit GEOllGE E I T Z G F. U A L.D HILL, Biut. 
ill tlui Cliair. 



The llight lloii. Sit John SLenmrt, Bart, a Member of the House, Examined. 

ARE you accjiuiiiitccl with the county ot Tyrone ? — I am pretty well acquainted 5 ir John Stetuart, 
witii it. . , R“ri. 

Ill what jnirts of that county does this practice ot private illicit distillation v z 

principally occur? — Almost exclusively in the moimtains, vvhich may be called 
the high-latuls ; I have seldom known it in the low countries. 

’What description of people are generally concerned in carrying forward this 
practice ?— The very lowest, and the most profligate people of the whole county. 

What elVect do you think the Act lor fining town-lands has produced; has it 
increased or diminished the evil ?— Tliat is a question very difficult to be answer- 
ed; I think the evil has increased, but I must attribute it partly to other causes, 

I think the lining system in small town-lands, where the inhaljitanis could have 
notice would have a material cil’ect in putting down illicit distillation, yet in 
mountain town-lands it has had no effect at all, and I will give my reasons lor 

thinking so. , , 

What arc tliose reasons ?—l know that there are within six mdes ol one an- 
other a town-land of 84 acres, and another of 2,200 acres; and I believe the 
(uFrinnl (livi.ions wove according to the value they bore in the county books or 
otlmrwisc; in a small town-land, well cultivated, it would be aliuost impossible 
for a still to be at work without some of the inhabitants knowing ot it, and there- 
fore I think this Act would have a material effect, because I don’t know ot any 
still being found at work in a well-cultivated part of the country where the ground 
is "•Odd, and the inhabilanis numerous. In the mountain counuy the towu-laiids 
arc BO «-ry loiii ami so very large, ami the resiilei.ces of the inhabitimrs so very 
few, and generally all collected together in one part which is better cultivated than 
the rest, that it is almost im|)Ossible for ihom to know what is doing some lew 
miles I'rom them at the back of a mountain. I have known the ingenuity ot per- 
sons ctriTving on Illicit rlistillatlon, of late years, to be such, that they contrive to 
distil luion tlicir neighbour’s town-land in the place of their own. It isnotloiig 
since some neoplc came to tell me that they had found, by accident, the inhabi* 
rants ol' a toim-lantl adjoining, ami of a dUl'erent estate, usinga still over the verp 
of their town-land, in order to c.vciise themselves ot a hne. I went to look at the 
pIma-, and, except in summer, it would be almost mi^iossiblc to go to it ; m winter 
I could not walk toil; ilicre was no road nor pass ior a horse; there was an high 
mouniaiii between lliis spot where the still was used ami the houses of the mhabi- 
laiit.s- 1 think, ilicrcforc, they liavo now arrived 1.0 that degree ot perfection in 
this an, as almost lo chicle all vigilance of lire inhahitants. In rvmtcr, when the 
fogs aro upon the mountains, the little smoko that comes from the still ts not per- 
ceivable. 1 have taken up many of those stills myself, and, iiuleed, the pciseve- 
ranee of the parties concemed in it is beyond any thing I ever knew t I tlmik the 
pritteipals ought to he punished more than they are. 

■What is your opinion of the effect of this measure altogether '—I have said be- 
fore, lliat 1 believe its effects, in the well-inhabited part of the country, wort d tend 
materially to put down illicit distillation, if it prevailed there ; but 1 do tht k t 
has failed in tlie mountains. A landlord is not able, upon the spot, lo use eilcc- 
t^l eCts. 1 see it increasing every day, by tl.e ingenuity oi 



“wcTiTman ^ nm'a:,^ ffo^^ilh ^ silf miier liis. mm, mid 

the iieoplc to see or know it. It is material to consider, that if the people ically 

don'‘t know any tiiingof these 'r * e';e„“‘mnomnt'lhe: 



don't know auv tliimr Oi iiicsc suun - i. -w 

diers, or a revenue officer, coming over the mouiUain, they, even ignorimt whc^ 
thor there may or may not be some still at work somewhere, give a general 
l"n,lest, by^^possibiiy, at the back of a mountain, 

either upon their own or their ueighboui s land , they give y 

save that part of the country from tires. 

Have \ou any knowledge of the effect of lines upon any particular parts ot the 

eo;nty oriymi:i i-Tl, erf arc some parts of it which are 

■tire.s are reall V so heavy upon them, that people have driven off their catte, iiiave 
known them for a coiiklLable length of time keep_ their cattle upon other town- 
lands, so that their family hadnot even nnlk for iheir own use. 

Describe tile part to wl.iel. yon allnde (-It is that part “"5 

and the town eillcd Cookstown. Tlie last.smnnrer 1 mtvem sffi 

tts any man could do to keep down illicit distillation ; 1 took up ® 
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myself I was however seized with a fever, uiul was confined four or five weeks 
to bed: and durititr that time a still was set at work within a iiuarier ol a mile ot 
my gate, and I was lined. The inhabitants ol tin* town-land wi'iv a iimst all my 
owii labourers, working with me from uioming to night, or imlil they were 
obliged to go to their rest. Thet'' were all Catholie-i, and they olk red to lake im 
oath before their priest, that not one of them ever hear<l or knew nl tlu- still mini 
it was found ; of course T hold myself bound in justice to them to pay ilie line lor 
them, for I cannot get off the fine. I took up a still Irom Unit man, ami my sou 
took up one from the same man. 1 have tlireatened him, as I do I'vi'ry icnauL 
that I nave, tliat 1 will not renew a lease to him nor any man who has brought a 
fine upon the town-lands. This man has a lease ol seventeen or eighteen ycai.s 
to run against me, so that I cannot turn him out; he sets at a very iillle lent, and 
is indeed one whom I may call an idle vagabond. But I h;ivc no doubt that there 
are maiiv instances where fines aje brought on town-l.uuls, when llic inhabitants 
could know nothing of them, particularly those lines which are imposed tor pot-ale, 
or parts of a still/ such as where a man has dropt his still, or some parts ot liis 
still ; I have known many instances of that ; and although I liavc known some 
judges, when the matter so came before them, lean a litilc tenderly toward.s the 
offenders in the case, yet I have known some others nm hrcast-liigl), (it I may 
be allowed the expression ;) and if yon consider that in order to give in a defence, 
these persons must collect seven or eight guineas, tor insraiiee, the aitorncy will 
take three guineas, and 1 believe there are other fees wliich are due 10 the olHccr.s 
of the court, that preclude ilic poorest of the pco[>le Irom making any (lolcnce at 
all; besules, when they have been able to do it, the luiriy and coniusion is so 
great, that they are seldom heard; I will give an instance, for the infor- 
mation of the' Committee, in regard to this, from the clerk ot the Crtiwii’s 
certificate, which I have before me: At the last assizes held at Lifford, 

in the county of Donegal, I believe four days were allowed for the whole 
business of the county. By the law all these informations have precedence, and 
must be tried before any thing else. There were five liundred and iiineiy-ihrco 
informations for still fines to be tried ; after sitting a good while, one of the grand 
jury came into the jury-room and said, thejudtre had tried them at the rate of one 
a minute. His words were, “he knocked them off' at tiic rate of one a minute;” and 
they went on in that manner till the grand jury remonstrated, and staled that tlie 

f aol could hold no more.- At the assizes held in Omagh, for tlu; county of Tyrone, 
have not the certificate for the number, but I was at the assizes, ami upon the 
■grand jury when the surgeon of the hosjiilal, and the eluiplaiii or surgeon of the 
gaol, came to me as Ibrcman of the grand jury, and begged me to go to the judge, 
and to tell him ihut the gaol hud been so filled by this process, that they were 
under the necessity of confining in one cell that was made for two persons, eight 
or nine people; 1 asked him wmat I should suggest to the judge ; I went and told 
the jiulge that fact, and he advised me to apply to the government, and get the 
artillery barraek appropriated to liold llicm, solhatti[)on the whole, I never saw 
so many in the course of my experience tried as at the last assizes for that county. 
I think tlie evil has increased from various causes ; the cheapness of corn, and the 
great poverty of the country has iiulucod desperate fellows to ilo this as a means 
of getting some money ; tlie grand jury and other gentlemen consulted together, 
and considered the best means of putting it down; we considered the evil so 
eiioimous, that we thought the petitioning parliament would only tend to give 
encouragement to these people, by making them suppose that wc meant lo make 
some exerlioii to relieve them from their confinement and tlieir (lues ; we llunight 
it would rather encourage them to go on, and we therclbrc tliought it better to 
manage it more cpiietly ; but! can say Ibr tlic gentlemen of the county, that it 
was the unanimous opinion- of every eeiuleman, that they should co-operatc one 
and all of. them to put it down, and J. do believe that in that counly every man 
of them is making efforts to. do it; there are a few absentees Irom ilieir eslat(;s, 
which estates have by ibeir absence got into terrible .confusion; oneul' them had 
a misfortune in his family, and had to go to Bath, but he must [>ay well for his 
absence, as I don’t think he will get much rent; I must observe to you tluit in the 
countj' of Tyrone, there is no such thing as barley in these mountiiin towns where 
the stills are, they are obliged to go many miles distant where tlie barley is :uul 
where there is no private stills at all; the farmers, although glad to sell their barley 
to the best advantage, yet they know nothing of what is going on in tlie mountains, 
nor are they concerned in it. 



You have stated, that the gentlemen in your county, have done all in their 
power to put down illicit clistiliation? — ^The gentlemen of the county have also 
prohibited the use of illicit spirits in their own houses; and there is an excellent 
law, which is not in general force, namely, the swearing every man Unit is 
licensed to sell spirits ; by our law he is obliged to take an oaili before a inagi- 
*|T2te, and before a surveyor of the excise, previous to his getting a license, 
that he will not, directly or indirectly, sell unpermitted spirits; but you will 

observe, 
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observe, tliat llierc is scarcely a town in Ireland, -witbin half a mile or a mile of gir John Slemri, 
which yon won’t sec a broken glass as a sign that unlicensed spirits can be got Bart. 
there, and the revenue officers don’t do tlieir duly in not taking up these dealers ' 
in illicit spirits. We also make it a rule, whenever we find any licensed person, 
by liimself or any of his family, selling private spirits, as magistrates to withdraw 
the license directly ; but we have no power to put down these unlicensed houses, 
they arc so scattered throughout the country. I tried the aid of my parish 
priest in suppressing this illicit trafic, and he did assist me; for he issued an 
order, stating that no spirits should be sold within a mile of his chapel, either 
upon Sundays or holidays, as it was constantly a scene of drunkenness upon 
every Sunday ; and notwithstanding this, there was a man who set up within a 
mile and a few yards of that chapel to sell spirits, and he still continues to do so 
in spite of him. 

Do you think that, the revenue officers are interested in putting down this illicit 
distillation ? — i think they would be very sorry if It were abolished, for I have 
known several of them who were upon safaries of about 60/. a year, receive, from 
1500 /. to 1,000/. a year, by the premiums they get by seizure, and other rewards of 
the Board. I have made an average of the fines duvin" the years this Act was 
enforced, and it amounts to 50,989/. a year for all IreTand. Now 1 will slate 
wliy I say lliat. 1 take the returns made to the House of Commons of the fines 
imposed under this Act, to amount to 356,925/. in seven years; then I lake the 
sum of 50,989/. to be the average of that amount for .seven years. I will take one 
single county, namely, the comity of Tyrone, the fines of which amount to 
”6,825/. which I I'eel 'authorized in saying have been levied ; and I will tell you 
why. When I was at the last assizes for the eoimty, there c.ame a gentleman, 
who was introduced to dine with the grand jury ; I asked who he was, and they 
told me he was a line-collector, appointed by government at a certain salary, and 
one guinea a day or so for travelling expenses, and on the next morning, in the 
grand jury room, we sent the treasurer to know if the high constables had notdone 
ilicir duty ill collecting fines, for if they had not, we should withhold their salaries 
for not doing their duty : the treasurer informed us that the high constables had 
collected all the fines, and there were no arrears. 

Do you know of any fines being imposed upon town-lands for parts of a still 
or wash, or such things, and the parties sufieriug, in your opinion, were innocent? 

— I know of a gre.at manyfincs; and, upon looking at the returns, particularly 
for the county of Clare, 1 find there are double tlie fines upon that county, which 
have not been for the whole stills, but for parts, or for pot-ale ; now as to pot-ale, 

I iliink the individual making it, should be punished as rigorously as the workers 
ol‘ stills ; I think it should not be made an exception, but rather punished more 
than the still, for it is the most deliberate of all processes; \t takes more time, 
ami a man is thinking of it for some time before he can doit; it is lUefarmer 
that furnishes it, and not a man who is hired by the day^ to work the still ; but 
1 have known many individual hardships arising from a piece of a still or worm 
being found upon town-lands, and by no possibility could the town-lands have 
guarded themselves against it. I know one very curious instance in regard to a 
piece of a still being put into a turf stack of a yeoman, and shut up again ; and 
I know there was certain proceedings threatened, and the whole people offered 
to make oath to me as to their ignorance of it, but I would not take their oaths, 
yeti believe it was left in malice, with a view to injure some person, and I 
believe that if it where authenticated to be malice, he would not be fined ; 
hut I have known many instances where people have runaway with stills, and 
havin'’' been pursued, have dropped them ; and I have also known many instances 
where thev were found upon town-lands, which town-lands have been fined, and I 
have paid part of the fine myself. 1 know another instance, _a very extraordinary 
one, of a ilr. Jamieson, who has a still of 1,500 gallons, in Dublin, who was 
obliged to pay 14 /. as his proportion of fines laid on the district where his still is. 

Tlierc is another extraordinary instance where a man put up a still m a limekiln ; 
he was a very good farmer, and was well known to use lime; a magistrate, a 
neighbour of mine, and myself, in going to each other passed this place every day ; 
we visited each other, and yet no single soul m the county knew it. lliere was 
another nearDergbridge, which was discovered under-grountl, and a Hue was con- 
ducted from a cavern at the end of amau’s house up into his kitchen chimney. 

Was that a respectable man too, he having a chimney ?-— No, he was not; the 
i-cvi'nne officer told me that he suspected there was something m it, although he 
could "et no information of it; but it afterwards came belore the Tyrone assizes, 
and tlm town-land was fined. A revenue officer followed a horse that ^ 5 “ 

■ 1 that town-land ; the horse had a sack upon his b.ick . 



belong to a certain man in tuai, uuv. .i-icuiv. , .-..v- — -- -- - , 

lie (the officer) kept at a good distance, gave no alarm, and rode quite alone , the 
!;oSlC"icd lo .he«ai.^ -d ,l.e.ack .v as lot dowa under-ground a 
ivas it, moonlight ; the sack disappeared and sunk into the ground , he '’™' ^ 
to the place from which lie came, and got a party ol soldiers, whom lie conducted 
.490. ^ 
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Sir Join Stewart, to the spot were it was let down : he found there on tl\e first upu.-aranot;, uoihin^ 
Bart. • but a parcel of brambles, but upon lifting them up they fmiiul the blill m a simill 
vj— — ^ cavern, with a lube to conduct the smoke out of into the kitchen chimney of 
the man's own house. It was a thing that made a great noise, as tlic ingenuity 
of it was much talked of; in that instance a fine was laid on. 

j\re you of opinion that a reduction in tlie duties would tend to put dowit tins 
evil?— I think a reduction of the duties might liave some efiect nt first, but 1 
should be very sorry, for the sake of the country, to see the duties very low ; 1 
think a reduction of the duties at first, would enable })Cople with .smaller capital.s 
to set up smaller stills, which would tend move to put down the evil than the 
mere reduction of the duties. There is a preference, by law, apparently, given to 
small stills, which is this, that in a given time they arc not required to make so 
many doublings as a large stilt ; I know that they arc able to do more, and 1 be- 
lieve the advantage intended for them is, to let tliem do more under the ro.se, hut 
that is a bad system, as they must bribe the revenue officer, or be in his power if 
they make more. 

Are you of opinion that modifications could be made in the present Act, by 
bringing punishment more directly to the offender than at present, so as materially 
to assist ill putting down thi.s evil*? — I think the Act might he modified in sueli a 
way as to point more directly at the guilty ; and if that were the case, and the 
guilty only suffered, I am confident that the people in general would not led nor 
evince such liostiliiy to tlic Act, ns it is those wlio have .suffered ami .smarted under 
it, that feel the greatest hostility to it. 

Are you of opinion that the system of fining town-lands is destructive to the 
morals of the pc^le at large, by the defences they arc driven to at the assizes in 
order to avoid those fines ? — If people arc driven into poverty, they are. generally 
driven into vice; they become very useless subjects and great burdens to them- 
selves if driven to poverty; the land is not cultivated of course, and as to their 
defences, I hope they won't indulge in perjury; but certain it is, that tlie morn 
that people arc reduced in circumstances, the more their feelings are lost, and 
the more would they indulge in vice. If it were possible to have the same remedy 
by punishing the guilty people, it would be very wi.se to do so. 1 have a very 
great aversion myself to punisliiug an iimocenl person in that, as well a.s in every 
other case; I believe that more than one half of the people punished in regard lu 
these fines, are innocent. 

Have you formed an opinion as to what change might be made, that would be 
more beneficial in putting down this practice, by bringing it more iinniediait'Iy 
home to the person wtio lias transgressed? — I declare that 1 never have digested 
any regular form, but tliis might be in some measure practicable, namely, to 
enable, by some process or other, every individual cliarged, to have the bciu'lit of 
a trial by jury, in order to show whether ho be guilty or not guilty ; and if guilty, 
to punish nim more severely. 

Do you mean that the trial by jury does not already exist for the fines upon tlic 
town-lands against which informations have been lodged I — I do ; they have no 
right to a trial by jury as the law stands ; I conceive tliey can’t have a trial b}' jury 
to traverse the fact, of whether they did or did not know of a still being in their 
town-lands. 

Where an information has been lodged, is it not competent to any householder 
in that town-land, to traverse cither the fact of the finding, or that the things found 
were used for the purpose of illicit distillation, or to rely upon it as a defence tlmt 
they were found in collusion with the revenue officer; and must not such facts 
betriedby jury, before any fine can be imposed upon those town-lamia ? — 1 know 
not whether the law were formerly so, but 1 know now that nothing ol' the kiiul is 
suffered to come before the grand jury like a charge against an individual for a 
still, where the grand jury presents a bill against him ; but the judge is the only 
person applied to in the other case, and I believe, in general, that he Irie.s that fact 
himself; I know that the grand jury is quite excluded now iVmu cognizance of a 
case against a town-land, or of making any presentment upon it. 

Do you believe that any town-land ever yet was fined where a traverse had 
been taken, except after the verdict of a petty jury? — i never was present since 
this renovation ot the Act, at any of those trials myself, but 1 have heard that they 
were, and that a jury ruled it so, that they were fined. 

Do yon conceive that the administration of the law, with respect to informa- 
tions and traverses for still fines, differs in any respect from its administration with 
respect to any other crimes or misdemeanors, so far as a trial by jury is con- 
qeroqd ?— Yes, I do ; 1 will mention one case, viz. in the case of a principal who 
lias a still, there is always a bill of indictment preferred to the grand jurv, who 
has a right to examine the gauge before they prefer those charges, and that right 
is taken away in the instance of the town-land. 

^ - 490. Are 
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Are yoH distinctly of opinion that as the law staiifk, the town-land may be Sir John Sccvmrty 
lined without the verdict of a Jury, where any inhabitant of that town-land has Bart, 

thought pro|)er to traverse the information ? — In many cases, I know that if grand 
juries had the power of examining, the fines would never have been laid on. 

Arc you <listinctly of opinion, that as the law now stands, a town-land may be 
now lined without the verdict of a petty jury, where any inliahitant of that town- 
laiul has thought proper to traverse the information ? — I believe the law has not 
expressly taken away the trial by a petty jury in the case of a traverse, but i be- 
lieve it is confined to sueli a defence as does not screen an innocent man. 

Is it not necessary, by the existing law, to prove that notice of the information 
has been given to two honseholders of the town-land, at least ten days prior to 
the assizes ? — I believe it is so ; notice must be served, by the law as it now exists, 
upon two inhabitants of the town-land ten days before the assizes, slating that an 
information would be preferred for the still found upon their lown-lancl ; that is 
the law at present. Tour days before the last assizes, a man came to me to tell 
me, that a notice was served upon an inhabitant of the adjoining town land, pur- 
porting to be a notice upoii his town-land for a still fine that would be deinanc^ed ; 

1 desired him to go and make his defence upon the irregularity of the notice, and 
he did so; but the judge’s answer was, “ Oh! Sir, you appear; and if you ap-^ 
pear, you waive the irregularity of the notice, and 3'on must therefore be fined.” 

'rlniL town-land was fined accordingly; that was the judge’s answer, and he ha» 
uniformly ruled it so. If he come forward to make his defence, the judge rule# 
it, that by his appearance he waives the irregularity of the notice, and if he does 
not appear, he must be fined; that is the practice at present. I know an instance 
in which the notice was served upon aii inhabitant of a wrong lown-laud, and the 
man upon whom it was served took no notice of it, and the odier town-laud was 
fined. 

Do you not believe it to be considered tbe uniform practice of the judge?^ 
where no inhabitants appear, and no traverse is taken, to make tbe revenue oflicer 
prove the due service of the inlbnuation, before he proceeds to impose the 
fine upon the town-laud ?— -The judges always do call upon the revenue 
officer to prove their charge and their notice ; and in tliis very case, where a 
notice was served upon, a wrung town-land, it was just as well proved as any other 
casein that assizes. 

Was that ovviugto the fault of the judge, or the perjury of the witness ?— Cer- 
tainly not the fault of the judge. 

Don’t you consider that the decision of the judge, deeming that person to have 
every notice that was necessary to the defence of the town-land, by his appearing 
at the trial, a souiul decision in point of law All X can say upon that point 
i.s, that i will give no opinion upon his conduct ; but I will merely say, that if I 
were the judge, I would not rule it so; and I will tell you why I would not rule 
itso. When' the statute said, that the town-land should have ten days notice to 
prepare for their defence, and that that leu days notice should be served upon the 
ijihabitants, I should deem it no sufficient notice to serve itupon a neighbouring 
town-land, for that notice might not be known by the inhabitants of the towrt- 
hmd perhaps until the day of trial ; when the statute gives you a right of having 
a notice ibr ton days, yon ought to have the full benefit of it, to collect money on 
purpose for defence. 

You have already stated the expense attending a traverse ; if a gauger makes a 
charge against an individual, or a town-laud, who has had a notice, and have 
stated, that if the individual so charged be not \vortli 5 or 16 guineas, must 
not the gauger succeed in establishing his fine I believe the man cannot be 
hoard himself in his delbnce ; the traverse must be conducted by an attorney, but 
the time allowed to tliose wveielied persons is so short, that it is a kind of libel 
upon our justice and huinaiiity. 

Arc you of opinion, that if a power of appeal were gvanted to individuals who 
feel ooorcssed by these proceedings under that Act, persons paying fines would 
be saved I'rom llic iiunislimcnt thereby iuilicled ?— I dunk that if they had an 
anneal to a tribunal that would hear them patiently, and would investigate the 
iicu it would turn out, that there are many men who pay these fines, who could 
make a good defence to relieve themselves irom them. In what l have said 
hitlmrtofl did not at all glance at any impropriety in the trial of the principals in 
illicit distillation, for 1 think they are not only fairly tried but fairly condemned ; 
and if I had a wish upon tiic subject, 1 think 1 should go further m their punish- 

™ You liavo stated, that the fines in the comity of Tyrone were all collected ; 

Inive you any kiioivledge of that fact, except as to what was sent to the grand 
juryiwe examined the treasurer of the coaiUy, and he told us, that there was 
not one .shilling of arrear upon the county. _ 

is that the only knowledge you have upon that subject .‘—Yes ; and he is 
•' sinswerabie 
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Sir Mil Stmiirl, auswcrable for the whole money imdaimed, to any tribunal that Inu a right to 
■Bart. claim it. 

^ / You luive stated, that the grand jury made this inquiry with the view nl’ witli- 

holdingtroin the constables their salaries, if it appeared that they had not done their 
duty ill collecting the lines ?— I have known the judges refuse their shilling in the 
pound, when their treasurer informed them that the lines were not collected, and 
J know that they had all got their fees at the last aj^izes. 

You have said, that it was with this intention that the grand juries made their 
inquiries? — It was. 

Have you ever heard that there were other counties in Ireland where the lines 
have not been collected ? — I have; and I believe to a very great amount. 

I)o you believe that in those coimties'the high constables did their duty to the 
best of their power ? — I am very confident they did not do their duty. 

Do you believe that the Grand Juries in those counties would have withheld 
the salaries of the high constables, if they had believed that they had not done 
their duty ? — I think they ought to have withheld it: I d<ui’t know what they 
did drf, but I know that if 1 were upon a jury as to sucli a luaLicr, 1 should 
endeavour to do so. 

Then you don't know that in those counties the high constables have, in point 
of fact, for several vears received their salaries, akiiough they have not done 
tlieir duty in collectmg fines ?— I tlon’t know it eitlier in one way or other. 

You stated, that in looking at the papers, you had Ibuiul lluiL a greater number 
of convictions in some counties arose from pot-ale being discovereil, and parts of 
stills, than from stills singly? — Yes; there are very tew of the clerks of the 
Crown who have made suen an accurate return as the clerk for the county of 
Clare, for he has made the distinction of tines for parts of stills and jiot-ale or 
singlings. 

We think you said that you did not consider it as an aggravation of the hard- 
ship, that a fine should be imposed when pot-ale was discovered ?— I always 
thought the individual should suffer for pot-ale, as I still think that pot-ale deserves 
the first punishment on the guilty person. 

Where pot-ale is discovered, don’t you think that the circumstances of secrecy 
or conspiracy, wdiich you alluded to, are not likely to be tlic enuse of the dis- 
covery ? — Pot-ale is of all others the most secret ; one old woman could do it ail, 
and iu a tub ; it is the most difficult of all to detect. 

Why is it so ? — Because it is always done in a house; there is no smoke, no 
alarm; there is no external evidence of its existence; it is merely steeping, but 
it is onl^ done for the purpose of distillation; it is the first premeditated act of 
the distiller, and requiring a process of some days; I think it is the one, when 
discovered, that ought to be punished severely. 

Have you yourself ever known any instances of such conspiracies ag.ainst 
individuals, as you have thought possible, for the purpose of procuring the imiio- 
sition of fines upon their lands? — I have never known within my own knowledge, 
of its existence against individuals, but 1 got inforination from tlie high con- 
stable, who said that he knew of collusion between the gmager and iiulividuals, 
with regard to putting a fine upon town-land; and a distiller himself against 
whom 1 was irritated, at hearing that he had a still somewhere, hut 1 euiitd 
not tell where ; but I had an information that lie had one, ami I told him 
that it was scandalous in him, as he was a yoointm, and I took him severely to 
task for it, and he told me iliat lie liad settled the point witli tlic gauger for a 
fortnight. 

This was in your own neighbourhood? — ^Yes, it was; and I turned him out of 
his corps, and he went to America. 

Was there any proceeding had against the Excise officer? — He never told me 
the name of the man, nor who he was, as he said he was bound in honour not to 
do it. 

You have staled that there was no fine imposed in a case where a still was con- 
cealed in a turf stack ?— 1 rather conclude that there was not; it got notorious, and 
was not proceeded on. 

You have alluded to the subterranean distilleries discovered in the county 
of Tyrone ; don’t you think that the pains taken to conceal that distillery, and the 
local circumstances attending it, which you have dcscribeci, are a proof that the 
Excise officers had been doing their duty in that part of the country, and great 
vigilance was exercised when tliey attempted to conceal it? — Tlie man that dis- 
covered it was, I think, the best revenue officer I ever knew anywhere ; he was 
the most active and the most determined, and t can say for him tluit lie brought 
two or three fines upon the parish where he was born, and as it was at a time of 
scarcity, he gave the amount of his share to the poor of the parisli ; when we are 
tg state individual instances, itis fair to mention it ; his name was Mann. 

In 
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I'n the; Cfi'i'ly prvi't of-' your cvidcdcc, you stated that didlillerles in the ntotinlauiotis Sir John S/otrnrt, 
parts of the coiiotry were sckloni near any habitation? — They could not exist, hurt. 

mit I have seen iheni in ilie summer; I protest I merely walked over them wiiliout., v / 

icnowiliLj it, for they generally cover tlfom. with green sods; they are generally 
in a hole in a bank near a river as they must have water, or they are sometimes 
'between rocks ; Uiey are not very cautious in even liaviug a house over them; and 
at these [ihiec-s 'all sorts of immorality of the country prevail and robberies are 
Initchcd; in short, tliey are a ttu'i'ible nuisance. 1 am very confidcait tliat the 
private (listilling (Iocs more injury to a gentleman’s estate than benefit can accrtire 
to it by the great quantity of barley they use being bought from his lemmts by 
•these distillers. 

You liave stated your opinion, that the inhabitants of town-lands may be in a 
•great measure ignorant of the prevalence of illicit distillation in iludr town-laud ; 
m point of i'act, (lo yon believe in those parts of Tyrone and Donegal wlwrc illicit 
distillation dues j)revail, the inhabitants, or the majority of them, really arc in that 
state of ignorance which you belorc said yon thouglu possible ? — In many parts 
where illicit distillation prevails very much, I have known in a towndand of no 
great extent four or five stills ; it is therefore almost impossible tliat they or some 
of them could not know it ; and also I hav^ seen others where it uats impossible 
that the inhabitants could know it. 

You mentioned an instance of what occurred at Omagh, where the liuihhcr 6f 
persons convicted were so great, that many of them were confined in iHe ^luc 
cell? — Yes; I never knew so manv as there wdrC at the last dssizeS. 



Have you any recollection of how many there were? — 1 think iii otic ihorhlhg, 
there were seventy-lhree sent lo jail. 

Tliey Were not tried under the Town-land Fine Bill? — No ; I believe they well 
deserved their punishment. 

Then you don’t believe that the repeal df the law Which impased the fine 
upon town-land, would have diminished the number df persons so convicted?— 
No, 1 do not. 

Don’t you believe that the talcing away the mklitioiial terfot of the town-land 
fine, would rather increase the intmber of persons Who m.ight be guilty of that 
oflence of illicit distilintioiv and tried for misdemeanor??— Surely; l.saicl all along 
that the terror of that law must diminish the criines, for in all smalj town-lands i 
see the country cleared of them, as it is impossible for a still to L’c there three 
days and the inhabitants not know of them. 

You Were asked y’our opinion of the cflect of this law, as to the steps taken 
by individuals to protect themselves from ))unishmeut, when accused; you were 
dsked also, wWetber you did not conceive it tended therefore to tlie increase of 
dou’t flunk I said it dld_; I don’t think it can tend to the increase 
ofpeijury, as the offence is so limited. 

W6 wish to-' know, then, whether there be . any law for prevenfing crime, 
Trhich if tbitt emne be of genorai and extensive commission in the country, 
as to which it might not be argued, that it was tlie moans also of increasing 
perjury and imm<l)?alityy if it nccessiiaCed those accused to defend, dicmselves 
against prosecution ?^The higher the crime, and the higher the punishment, we 
ail know' that they induce more pcijury; for iiisfancei incases' of lift and death, 
■we ail know that the greatest instances of the cbramission of that ci'inui Obcur 



as by alibi witnessed. 

If the laws imposing the fine upon town-lands were repealed, and the' offence of 
illicit distillation made more penal ; as, for instance, il it were made pmushable by 
transpoilaiion, don’t you think that the temptation to perjury wcnild be just ai 
great, and the consequences, as to iinmoralify, as ovcatalGo. i uo. 

J,)(M.'tyoa. tliiok tlmt llie pi-evaknce of illicit dlstiliatimi is of jtsdfa great source 
of iiiinKu-ality amoog tlie people i— Tt'e greatest I llndiv. ^ 

BO'VoU" eonoeiv© tliat the principal consumption of illicit-spirits takes place in 
the mt>ont.tills-ivh<!te it is produced, 01 'olseivl.ere i-Certtiiuly not tn tbemountams ; 
for the mountain people are too poor to use it very imicli. I heard ol thuty-tiicq 
horses eoins thrbuirthmyown town after liavmg- deposite^ their loads of spirits in 
or about the town of Aidnagll,- alid they iver'e all-attended by pdople anned ; they 
c-onstalltly go atuled) -a-lid have also loaded whips- that would break any senll. 

Are we thm-td-coliccli that tlid spirit- is'distilled'iivmotmtairionis-disti-ictsi— I 
think so i they rcgulatly supply thfe publicans m tomis'. 

Bo-yo'U- e'onceive ihat-tliese thirty-tHrec ilteil -aluMlorses, tt-ith-.die -jiints could 
have left the moiintamous districts without the genera know edge ot all the in- 
liab'itbms «a_Tliey cortaiilly-hlld left'the niairlilains lii the inidlUe of the iright, bat 
where they canm from 1 could not tell ; but 1- underslotitHhey were seeii-going 
inonntains. 

L - 
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lidw Kir is vonr lunisi; from Armn^li ?— IMy houso is iibout scvrntcon niilps 
fmm Armagh ;"mul that was iu ilio opposite ciii'ceiioii from whence they came. 

> with the wl'.iskoy. . . , , , 

Does net tlie convcvance am! rransport of ilio illicil: spirit iroin Uie umuntaiiiK 
where it is prochiceii,'to ihe towns in whieli it is consmm’d, take place in open 
(lav, wiilionr any colour or disguise f— I never met, for someyears past, any jicr.sons 
caiTvinc: whiskev in their kcgs'iti the day-tiim: ; bnl I have ol'Len fount! tliciii pdii;r 
back with emplv kegs in' the day. 'i believe it is always in the iiiglit-iime 
wlipn they carry the spirits. 

Don’t vou suppose that the persons who could command tlie thirty-three horses 
voii meatioiied, were not of the lower order of the people ?— I don’t believe that 
the horses that: wt're nsetl belong to the private distiller; I don’t believe tliat ilie 
distiller is generally worlli a liorse. 1 have loimd oat lalcdy, that it is a eomnum 
male to can-y bi'lween a certain town and anotiier, by persons living upon the 
voatl-side, who get so much to be tlie carriers of it, atul they know one another. 

1 . know a place wlicre there arc six of these men, and yet I have never heard of a 
still being found upon time town-land. 

Is there not alwavs a man accompanying these mounted parties, who is called 
l!u! captain r~l believe there is one who knows the raomuains and the passes, tiiul 
I believe they could not go without him. 

Do VOII not believe that tlie carrying trade in illicit spirit.J is regularly carrieil 
on in .some jmrts of the nortli of Ireland by armed bodies, in sue.h furec that die 
revenue oflict'i's dare iiot iiiterfeve with them ? — W^iihout a military force diey 
dare not. A stirvoyor of c.xcise came to mo and told me there wtis a still ii[)uii a 
gentleman’s estate near me, and there was no soldiers to assist him, and hi; kuevr 
not what ro do. I said, “yon had better come up the moiintiiin, wiili the gauger 
along with von, well armed.” Thc^ ticeonlingly did so, and they were boili well 
armed, aiid yet tliey were beaten off directly, and they then eamc and fold me 
that they coVld not do any thing withonl soldiers. 

Do vou know any ])iace near Slrabane where illicit spirits may be regularly 
purchased at any lime f — I don’t. 

Wc have been informed that there is some bridge or some mill near that place, 
•where illicit spirits arc purchased at any time ? — No ; i don’t know of it. 

Do you not conceive that it may materially tend to cheek the quantity of illicif. 
distiilation in tlie mountains, if tliis illicit carrying trade were made a trunsportahle 
offence ?-:-C£‘rtainly; and we luive found hills against many, merely upon the 
gaugers smelling the vessel, and saying that it contained illicit spirits, for they 
can swear to it very freely by smelling ; there are many wdio can swear to it by 
smell alone; and, in consctpience ol this, the carriers of illicit spirits have got 
vessels coiisiructed with wooden hoops, 'whioli they can take ofl', and lie up the 
staves, and wlicn needed they put them up again. 

• ^Vas it not by an Act of last session that empty kegs were made seizable, pro- 
viding they ivere proved to liave been employed in carrying illicit whiskey f— 
Yes, it was so. 

Is it not made a misdemeanor by the Act of PnrliameiU ? — I believe so. 

Don’t you believe that its being- made a mi.scleineniior by that Act, wn< one 
of the reasons why so great a number of persons were tried at the assizes, and 
found guilty, as you describe? — It added to the number very considerably; 1 am 
sure tweiiiy of tlicm were conviciod. 

You have stated that some of tlie revenue officers who have about 6ol. a year 
salary, rnake from 500/. to i,ooo/. by participation in the fines; what wonhl he 
the effect upon their salaries, if illicit distillation were entirely put down : — They . 
woLikl be reduced to tlicir salaries and usual profits. 

You stated that you accompanied some gangers who went up in the mountains 
in search of illicil distillers? — They told me that they had got infonnaiion of a still 
at work, and one of them wrote to the commander of a yeomanry corps, who said 
he would meet him with his men, but he came too late, and the gaugers were 
beaten off. 

Did you actually see the persons by whom the gaugers stated tlicy had been 
beaten down li-oni the mountains ? — 1 did not ; 1 ottered to go back with them, 
ami tliey described tlie place, but they said they would go or send ibr the yeo-. 
jnanry, I'or they described so many men being there, both armed and drunk, that 
these two persons could not venture to go near them. 

Was there any village near them? — No, none near that .place; it was a very 
barren mountain. 

You only ktiow the fact of there being that collection of jiersons, from the state- 
ment of the gaugers ? — Not otherwise. 

You say the distiller of the illicit whiskey is not, in general, the proprietor of 
.490. the 
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the w]’.isl:ev after it is made ? — No ; sometimes he is, and sometimes not ; but in sir John SteKnrf, 
general he is not; if he has a liuie money, and can veutarc to piu-ehr.se a little BarL 

barley himself, lie dues so; it is indeed lediiced l.o a scicnee; the man wiio can ^ / 

hire a still does it for a day ; a common tinker cart set it a-going in IrvciUy-foitr 
boiir.s. 

Yon have -Stated also, .that .tlic cavrier, of .tlie properly was neither the pro- 
jtriclor nor the distiller of tlie whiskey ? — I think he is nut in g'cneral ; I tliink tlie 
inoKiUain is loo jjoor-a situation for horses and men to he got easily in that 
place. 

Tiiei'c being then, gonenally speabing, three different parties concei'iicd in this 
Illicit iralbe ; namely,, llm owner of the whiskey, the distiller of the whiskey, and 
the enrrier of the whiskey, must it not be a matter of extreme difiiculiy to keep 
tliuse iliegal praotiees secret in the ncighhonrhood in wtiich they are carried o\i ? , 

-— ! have often known the persons living in.the immediate iioighhuiirhood of 
them, being the last people to know i.l ; atid I have known l}iat, if f followed the •. 
carriers, J could have found tliein out sooner than .from tiie (leuple in the town-, 
laud, fur the individuals who carry on this iltieit trallic are so eiiuiiing. , 

Tlie supplier of the corn iiinst know it, must he not — The corn is boiigiit in 
one sack at a' time ; if they have money snllieient they- nitty venture upon two. 

I have seen grain carrying olf 'wbieli 1 was cotifideiit was for tlie purpose of illicit 
distillation. • - 

Do you know whether in general, 'the persons who sell corn, which is afierw'ards 
applied to llie purposes of distilhilion, are not tiivare of the purposes for wtiich it 
is sold? — Indeed 1 think it is impossible that iliey don’t know it; but they arc 
not the people coiieerncd in llic distilleries at all ; they nuisV know it, for they get, 
more money from these parties than the brewers. 

We wish ro know also from yon, whether llie persons who purchased this whiskey, 
nuist not' likewise know, from tlie circumstmiee of its being imrch.ased both at 
iiiglit and without a permit, and irom other civemnslanecs, that it is illicit spirits ? 

— Perfectly well. 

Have you ever heard of an absolute barter of illicit spirits for corn, that was 
afterwards lo be manuiaetured into illicit spirits f — I never heard of it at all. 

Are you of opinion that either the present system,. ;0r any oilier that cun be 
adopted for p.ulting down illicit distillation, can be efiecuial, unless aecoiii- 
panied by a reduction, of the present liigb ' duties, whicli ailbrds so great a temp- 
Uilion t,o the illicit distil!cr.s: — I certainly think that a reduclion of the 
duties ibr. a lime, would perhaps be politic and wise, and would eftbet it; 
bat I .said before, tliat 1 would never wish lo see spirits very cheap; lluit. 
the licensing small stills, with some Imlc preference to umlcr-sell lii'esc private 
distillers, \vouid have a belter dlbct, for 1 am confident that llicre are many 
amongst rieli people, who if they could get good spirits, would give double the 
ami) for good licensed spirits, rather than purchase at a risk unlicensed spirits, 
and therelbre 1 would not wish to see spirits rendered very cheap. If it be 
rendered very cheap, it de.stroys the morality of the lower orders of the 
]<cople. The country is at present under great depression, and money is much 
more valuable now than last yaw, and therefore what you could buy last you 
for five shillings, won’t be worth three sliilliiigs tliis year. 

In your opinion, would the morals of the people be most injured by a coti- 
tinnaiion of the present system, or by a reduction of the present high duties ? — 

1 think the present sv.stcm is corrupting the morals of tlic people to an aliirming 
fieo-ree; I think that tlic country would he rather improved by a moderate re- 
duction of the dnlic'B, as the small capitalists are not able to go on. There nre 
-in Dublin at present, nearly a million of gallons of spirits on hand, owing to the 
price being loo high for the people in general to purchase, and therefore the 
revenue is injured. 
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Merairii, die. Mail, i8i6. 

The Right Honourable Sir GEORGE FITZGERALD HILLj Bait, 
ill the Cliair. 

Tlie Right Honourable Sir John Steuart, Bart. B'l.P. again examined. 

■'Sir Jiihi Sinoart, ’^'OU have said that the fines upon town-lands have not been collected in some 
Bari. counties ; why have they not been collected in these as in others ? — I said yester- 

^ / t])at the fines upon town-lands, in the county ot Tyrone, had all been 

collected; but 1 have heard that iliey were not collected in tlie counties of 
Cavan and Donegal ; and the reason why they have not been collected in Done- 
gal, as 1 have heard, is this, that the collectors have driven and sold all the cattle 
that they could get upon those town-lands that have principally oirondecl, and 
that they can get no more. 1 have heard, or been iiiforiued by gentlemen ot that 
county, that the conntrv is wasted as to cattle where all tliese fines liavo jn'inci[>ally 
been imposed. |n Cavan, I have not lieard e.xactly the causes, but 1 believe an 
bonourable member will e.vplaia that better than I can. 

When yon return to your house in the country, within two miles of Ballygally, 
can you be sure that you may not be made subject to this punishment of fines, by 
parts of stills, or appendages of stills, being put upon your grounds unknown to 
you ; and by any exertion in your power, can you prevent it?— I certainly think 
if 1 were in my bod 1 could not prevent leaving a still, or part of a still, upon my 
lands. 

You yesterday stated, that pot-ale ought to bring on punisbinent ; I wish to 
' know whether you iiican thiit that pimishmcnt ought to be a fine upon town- 
laud? — Certainly not ; 1 said, f thought tliat pot-ale-iimking ought to be punish- 
€(j most severely upon the individual who was guilty of making it, or liaving it in 
his possession ; he ought to be puuislied, in my opinion, more severely than a man 
even working a still, for it is a primary process, and a deliberate procchs ; but in- 
asmuch as it is a very secret process, and wiiieh an old woman could do in a 
house and in a tub, it is not the one that 1 would consider as the fittest to inflict 
a fine upon town-land, idthough 1 think the individual most guilty, i mean from 
its secrecy. 

Arthur Chichester, Esquire, M. P. again examined. 

Jrthir Chichester YOU were underwood to state, in answer to a question upon, your former cx- 
Esq. aminatton,. that spiiits were an article of consumption in gentlemen’s lamilies, 

/ and by sei;v?in.tB m,ore particularly ; it is, understood that you wish to correct that 

which appea,rs to be your answer ?— r-Wiih respect to the use of spirits by servants, 
I can only relate w.hat occurs in my own laiuily, and I say that there, such is not 
the practice. 
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Jovis, (Ik Mail, 1816 . 

The liigliE nonoiirablc Sir GEORGE PITZGERALD HILL, Bart, 
in tlie Chair. 



John Austin, Esejuire, called in, and E.Kainined. 

"WriERE do you live? — At Grange, in the county of Tyrone. John Amt'a 

Have you any estate in thc couiiiy of Donegal ?— 1 have estates in two parts of 
it, namely, in the baronies of Iiinishowcn and Kilimaekrcnuon. v ^ 

^ Tliese are both niouiUainoiis countries?— Yes ; and parlicnlarly in the barony of 
Killmackrcmum. ^ 

Do you know Avhether illicit distillation prevails in either of these places ? 

Indeed it has, to a great extent in both places ; and particularly in the barony of 
Innishowen formerly, but it is now carrieil from that to KUliUHckrcnnon. 

Tt is fluctiuiting ? — Yes. - • 

^ As a landlord, have you endeavoured as much as in your power to prevent it? 

i'or upwards of iifteen years I have been endeavouring- to prevent it. 

Have you been eifcetual in your endeavours ? — Quite the contrary. 

Do you know whether the law imposing fines upon lowniands, has had any 
good elfect in that country where your estate is, in either or both of those places ? 

— It has with me ; in my little property I prevented it ; I got the assistance of the 
army to jiut it down, and I did put it down. There was a widow of about 500 1 . 
a year in my ncighbourliood, and she was not enabled to do it. 

They went from you to her, did they ?— Undoubtedly ; on both sides. 

Then in general do you think that the quantity of illicit stills were decreased? — 

Yes, generally speaking, in the barony of Innishowen ; but when I came away, 

1 was told tiiey were commencing their operations again in Innishowen. 

Emm what reasons or causes were they set a-going again ? — I cannot assign any 
cause, but that of making gain of it. It was not by the elderly people, but by the 
younger part of families. 

Then you witnessed an increase of it upon this widow’s estate? — Yes. 

Could you without lire assistance of the military, have made those ex'ertious 
which yon have made ? — I should be afraid to do it, in the instance of two deter- 
mined distillers that were upou it. 

Are those distillers the respectable farmers of the country, or what description 
of men ure they.? — They are quite the contrary. 

Are tliey men of property ? — I think they are men of no property. 

From your own observation as landlord, is it in the power of the farmers them- 
selves ill a large mountain townlaiid, to put down these practice.?, if they were to 
use common vigilance ? — As to that question, I may answer, tliat i know one case 
in point ; the townland next to one of my tovvniands, called Tme, as to which the 
iuliiibilants ol the town had settled for their fines in the summer of 1815, and one 
of the inluibitunts upon the inountainous part, continued to go on with liis di.stil- 
lation ; die other inhabitants went to jiut them down ; and I was told that he and 
some other persons in the distillery being armed with guns and cutlasses, imme- 
diately wlien lliey were eomiiig forward to take liis still, he and others pointed 
their guns towards them, aiul desired them not to come forward, or it would be at 
their [leril: that private distiller’s name is Kelly. 

That is an instance tlien, where the townland inhabitants exerted themselves and 
failed, being unable to do it.? — Yes. 

Do you know of instances where fines wore brought upon townlands, when in 
your opinion, they could not know of llte oflence, so as lo use any exertion ? — They 
wc*re in many cases afraid to prevent it. 

Do you know of instances where lines w'ere imposed upon townlands, either for 
stills, stillheads oi- stillvvorms, or any thing tluit brings a fine upon them, where the 
common vigilance of the country could not prevent it ? — 1 believe there are many 
instances of lines being imposed, wiierc the inhabitants dare not atiempr to pre- 
vent it. 

Do you know' of instances whore fines were imposed on account of any of ti.ose 
heads, in which llie inhabitants, tir the bulk of them, were ignorant of liieofU'iice.? — 

490. M 1 camiot 
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I cannot say they were ignorant of die offeneej but they were probably afraid, h.s 
they shouiu get tlicir houses burin or destroyed. 

Docs any thing occur to you, that you think by comimiuicating to u:-, might 
draw our attention to any possibie moans of aiding the Legislature in pulling ilm\u 
this evil ? — I think there are. 



What then do you think they are? — I should suppose the Logislatu;:' would d<i 
well to make the laws not less vigorous against the oni'iulers in ali oasi s, linui 
they have been against the actual offenders ; and by giving the people a siiauly 
market for their barley, encouraging the fair dealer in bringing a revenue to 
the Crown. 



Is your property in Ture? — No, it is upon the borders of Ture. 
Do you know a Mr. Ewing ? — Very well. 

Is he a respectable man ? — Yes. 

And his son ? — Yes. 



Did not those gentlemen, with the other respectable hilmbittiuts of that neigh-- 
boui'hood, by their exertions, not only uuitcriaily clieek illicit distillation, hm vorv 
nearly stop it altogether ill that particular district? — Tiie fines weiv levi'.i iipu’n 
that district merely; and 1 believe Mr. Ewing, who is an old man, and his son, 
came down to Derry to reside there, when he ami the inliahitants of liic (piarier- 
land came down to suppress those evils or illicit pmcticcs. 

Were pot those the causes why illicit distillatian, in that particular pari of 
Innishuwen, has beep very much suppressed ?— And the levying the fines. 

And die exertions of the inhabitants to do so? — It is not yet suppressed, hut 
unpii iny 0 ‘;n land it is nearly so since 1 came away ; I did not permit any thing 
of the liind, but I do not think it is totally su]}])i'css(?cl in Innisliowen. 

Do not you i|iiok it is materially diminished ? — There 1 think it is ; it i.s dimi- 
nished in Innisliowen. 

You arc novv speaking of that district of Innisliowen where the exoriion.s of 
Mr. Ewing and his son, and other respectable fanners, were used, and wliere yon 
say the levying of the lines was enforced? — I believe it was incllbctual even us 
to Mr. Ewing, and the people of Ture ; he was an iuliabitaut of Ture, and a tenant 
on that laud. 

Have you not sitid that the levying of lines diminished tliat practice in liis 
part of the country ? — Not particularly us to 'I'ure. 

Where have Mr. Ewing’s exertions diminished the effects ? At Ture. 

.Do you not believe that his exertions, and those of others, were siiimiJated by 
the enforcement of the fines ?— In tlieir own deience, certainly. 

I)o_ you think that your own exertions, which you refer to, did not materially 
diminish Illicit distilknion ? — lu Innisliowen, but not in Kilhmickrennon. 

Do you not think that your example was valuable in that respect f — 1 dare sav 
it might he so, in some measure. 

Was it followed by others?— Numbers of others; those landlnrcU who were 
non-resident were puuislicd severely ; it was followed by numbers of others. 

We wish to ask you, without imputing any motive to you whidi any man 
need disclaim, whether your own exertions were not sliinuiuted by the operation 
of fines being enforced .?■— It is very miUiral tliey should. 

Vyinit did you mean by saying that a number upon the estates of others were 
punished severely ? — I speak of that widow, who was unable to suppress them ■ 
she was my neighbour ; the tenants set her at defiance, and I presume there is a 
gentleman now before the Committee who can witness the same thin«-, and that 
gentleman is Mr. Hewitt; the widow’s name was Mrs. Brmnhall. 

Where is her estate ?— In the barony of Innisliowen ; it is udjoiniii'T to Three 
Trees, close to Ture. ° 

Do you believe that there were any private stills upon her estate before you 
expelled them from yours? — A number. 

What reason have you to believe that it was the expulsion of them from your 
them on hers ?— Because they thoiiglit they could practise 
illicit distillation there with impunity, she being a sviiluw. * 

1 sole proprietor of the towiiiand?—Sl^^^^ lier daughter, and son-in- 

law, iVIr. Thorp of Inriishoweii, were the sole proprietors. 

In what parisli was it ?— in the parish of Moville. 

Is your estate in the .same parish ?~No, it is in the parish in which the city of 
.Ueiry stands, the parish of Templemorc. 

Then you have no reason for stating that the distillers whicli had been upon 
Aon. * 
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your estate were tmiisrerred to hers, except that you would not sufler them upon 
yours? — No, 1 Imve none ; but I know that the inhabitants oi’ the country made 
it ti practice ; i ol'leii wished them to desist Iroin it, and to become manufacturers, 
of linen. 

How do you know that these men whom you wish to become manufacturers of 
linen, became distillers upon Mrs. Bromley’s estate ? — It is from their habits and 
customs of life, being that of private distillers. 

Do you mean to say that that was the general practice of the lower orders of 
your tenantry? — Yes. 

How long tvere you aware of that ^ — Eor many years. 

You could not be ignorant of it, I fancy ? — Certainly not; no person could be 
ignorant of it, but solicitation or information was vain. 

Then, in point of fact, these practices did not prevail to such an extent upon 
your estate, in that entire ignorance of it amongst the inhabitants, which you 
think might have existed in other places ? — I think it did not. 

Did you know of indivitluals who were private distillers ? — Very well. 

Did you know where they were at work ? — Yes. 

Where did they sell iheir spirits that was manufactured? — Very well; in the 
cit}' of Derry, some of the lirst peojde purchased it of them ; and what could they 
do but purchase it, when you did not give them an wholesome beverage to 
drink. 

Do you think that that opinion, w'hether true or false, as to the legal spirit 
being an iinwliolesome spirit, would be a justification for any of them purchasing 
illicit whiskey ? — I do not think it would, but so it was that it was done. 

Do you think that it is done still ? — 1 am afraid that there are too many 
instances of it. 



Do you doubt that ills done ? — No, I have no doubt of it. 

Do you doubt that it is done to a very great extent ? — I dare say it may be so, 
us it is considered that the laws arc so oppressive, that people may imagine them- 
selves in some measure justifiable, fi-om their not having any wholesome beverage 
to drink. 

What fines were levied upon your estate? — Six or seven, I think. 

Wlien were they levied? — Mr. Ilcwitt, one of the Commissioners of Excise, 
came down for the purpose of levying those fines last summer ; he W'as also High 
Sheriflfof the county ot Donegal at he time; he came down for the purpose of 
levying the fines, fiaving a portion of the army to assist him in distraining. 
1 settled the fines with Mr. Hewitt; it was for the fines due from my tenants 
upon my own estate, a great part of which 1 have never received, nor perhaps 
Jiover will. 

When were those fines imposed? — In spring 1815. 

Were any fines ever imposed upon that townland before ?— I believe there were 
a number. 

Were there any levied before ? — No, not in the same way. 

Were they ever levied before ?— I am not certain whether they were, or were 
not, upon my own estate. 

Are you not competent to answer, whether any fines were ever paid before 
upon your own estate, previous to 1815 ? — Upon my belie! there were fre^ently, 
and llicy were going on defending themselves, and going on with the traffic, till 
tlicv were actually beggared. I believe they w'ere paid, and they had been beg- 
yafecl in paying' them ; and if 1 had a power under the Act I would have put 
iliem out of jiossession, but they had leases against me, and 1 could not get quit 
of them. 

Arc you alluding to excise fines under the Act, which imposes penalties upon 
townhiud? — Certainly, to the excise fines and fines upon towulaiids. 

Xliityoudo not know what fines they were, the payment of which beggared 
your tenantry? — I do not know specifically, whether they were excise or townland 
fines; hut gciieraiiy they were fines iuiposed upon the towulancls, and the defend- 
ing themselves at tlie assizes and excise officers beggared them. 

To whom were they paid ?— To the revenue officer, I presume. 

Not to the high constable? — Some were, and some were not; some were paid 
to the revenue officer and at the excise office. 

Do you not know tliat no fines were levied in the parish in which you reside, 
until the Act of last session was passed ? — I don’t know that. 

Do you not know, that in regard to townland, the fines were paid in that parish 
und(U' the Act that formerly existed, and was afievwai'da suspended ?— I bfelieve" 

there 
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there wore sfinic paid by my tenantry, or rather those imposed upon the pari-ij 
]irevioHs in tlinr period. 

Did yon ever hear how much was paid in the whfdc baroiiv of Iniiislidweii •• 
The county books willslievv you. 

Tlien you do not know it of your own knowledge? — No, 1 c;miiot tell von 
speeilieally. 

Have yon never lieard that, the cmrsccpietu'e oi' the repeal of the former law, 
which imposed liiics for illicit distillation, was that the jiciiallies were not cotleeled' 
in the county of .Donegal? — 1. have heard it. 

l)on’t you know then, tliat a very small amount was ever collecled under that 
Jaw r — Probably there might be hut a very small amount; but 1 r.peak lo anolln r 
point; there, groat sums were taken iVomtliem. 

1 ask you, whether yon know it or do not know', that a verv small .sum wu', 
ever collectod under that law r — I believe there wore fines ]<aid eertainlv; in tin’ 
Excise Ollice numbers of fines that never ap[)eared in tlie grand wariai’ii.s oi' the 
commissioners. 

D<»notyou know' then, that a very small atiiount was ever collecled umkT tluit 
law? — 1 ciinnot speak to the ainoimtat all. 

Do yon know or <lo you iiui know, that a very small aiiiouat was ever coileelcd 
under that law ?— I do not know specilicaily. 

Have you never heard in the rotnury, that very little was collected under that 
Aet.^ — 1 luive heanl that ihen; was not Jiiiieh eulleeted under it. 



Have you never heard, that it became neeesstiry to apimint ollicers nndi:r the 
direction oi the Excise Dom'd to collect thosir fine.s, in eonseijuctice of their not 
having been coileelcd by the high constables ?— Yes; J have heard certainly, and 
know that there was a person sent by the Commissioners to levy those fines in tilace 
of the baronial constables. ‘ 

Do not you believi-, that such a person was so sent in consequence of the fine.s 
not being collected l>y the high con.^tuble ?— I believe so. 

Do not you know it, in [loint of fact ?~Yes ; tliere was a ticrsoii, I understood, 
sent for that purpose, lo act as the baronial constable would do. 

Tlicn really you do not mean to inform the Committee, that yon arc icnoiaiil 
whether the fnies were collected or not under the former law;T .sneak of lims 
collected for illicit distillation? — I always uiulerstood that tiierc had hienliiu's 
levied within that period. 

Have you been re.sident in the county of Donegal f— Yes ; 1 have staid pro- 
bably a foi'lmglu at a time, ai my cottage. ^ 

Do you mean to iulbnn the Committee, that you believe that the fines were 
collected under the laws ilmt were suspended, and since repealed r— 1. should sup- 
pose that those which were suspended could not be levied. 

I ask yon, ivliether yon bdievc tliat lIk- linns were leviod nnilor llie l;nvs llnit 
rvere since susiKn.led, ami not wliellier the fiiies were eolleclol tin.t nw-e sns‘ 
pended ? 1 iiaul a pai'ish fine myself, wlien it was understood tbat there was no 
parish fine to be di.scharpd ; 1 have the receipt for it, and I wrote lo Mr Hewitt 
requesting that he woukf permit the pari.sh fine, charged npon me, to be pm to the 
credit of my townland fiue.s, which was not complied with. 

geSl^“^"" i'nposednpon a pari.d, 

Was not that fine levied, in' consequence of a bond Imving been mveii bv the 
parish, tbat they would not distil, and that bond having been^violalodl—No? 

VYas no bond given by the parish upon that townland r— There was a bon.l 
given to me by that private distiller who opposed tlie people in Toro 'mJ ii i 
a fiirtnighl afterwards he comineneetl workSg a .still. ' ‘ 

Was liis still taken upon your townland P No. 

Where was it taken l-I don’t helicve it was taken at that time • he w.s seise, I 
since lor carrying wliisfcey, iiolivillistandiiig his hond was i„ n, • sion w 

sHiiiiz"^ o.' idoit,::;! wi'iniiiii: 

Do not you know timt a great proportion of tiie linos tint i 

S'ksriisr:: j~ : "rF -- 

otte’s would be in some measure reseiSdod, pFfvided walliMliell” 

w.^1? qS'dr '• 

Sir John JMewpoit became Cliaiicellor oi' the Exclierim.! '® *"'‘1'"“''“' 

i)o 
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Do you believe that the gentry and lamlliolders of Donegal generally imputed 
the repeal of that law to Sir .Tohn Newport ? — No, I do not’ know that they did : 
blit froiii what appeared to me, from tlie papers, Sir John Newport pointed out 
M’liat would be a greater iidvantage to the Government, to get some revenue out 
of that couiilty which at present pays none at all. 

Then yon know nothing of the existence of a law which imposed penalties 
.upon lowiilaiuls, nr of its having been suspended, or since repealed, except what 
yon .saw in the newspaper ascribed to .Sir John Newport? — I believe there was 
iueii a law in existence. 

Do you not know that it was repealed ? — I did not know it particularly. 

Do you not know that it was suspended? — 1 believe upon Mr. Forster going out 
ofofliec,and Sir John Newport coming in, understood that there was a suspension 
of the revenue laws upon townland. 

Do not you know that when the fines were suspended, the fines in the county 
of Donegal remained unlevied — I licard so. 

Do yon believe that they have ever been levied since ? — I do not know that. 

])o not you know that they are not ? — I cannot say I know that they have not. 

Do ymibelievc tliat. the land-owners in Donegal in general are ignorant wlieiher 
they iiave been levied or not f — 1 believe they all know pretty well that those old 
ifincs Iiave been suspended, and have nut been levied. 

Do not yon think that the circumstance of their not being levied, may have 
linduced many persons to hope that a similar suspension may again take place ? — 
It is possible they may have iiopcs of that kind. 

Do you not think that they liavc ? — 1 think it is possible; I believe they have; 
and 1 believe that they are looking to this House for a law to raise the revenue 
to Government, which, if mudilleil, a great revenue might be raised which is lost 
in the northern counties of Iraland. 



Do you not tliink that if liieir hopes were gratified by the suspension or repeal 
of the ]ircscnt law imposing fines upon townlands, that it would be a great en- 
couragement to the extension of illicit distillation ? — it might be so; and I believe 
that the gentlemen of the country, as the law stands now, do not wish to interfere 
in it; every gentleman wishing well to the country would assist if the law was 
modified. 

Do you -not think that if the law were repealed, that repeal would operate as 
■ail encouragement to illicit distillation in tlie county of Donegal ? — I do not tliink 
that it would, if it was made more rigorous against the real ollciider for making 
and currying tlic article, and less rigorous against the townlands; in that case it 
would meet with the siqiport of tlic inhabitants of the country. 

Has the law, in your opinion, met with u fair support from the gentry of the 
country i — They look upon it as unwise. 

Has the law met with a fair support from the gentry of the country in your 
opinion ? — 1 am conscious that the gentlemen of the country would oppose it as 
much as possible, if tlicy consider it unwise. 

That is not an answer to our question ; has the law met with a fair support from 
the gentry of the country, in your opinion ? — The gentlemen of die country look 
upon it in an odd shape ; they arc lukewarm upon it; they tliink it is not an 
wholesome law for the country, nor productive for the revenue. 

Then you are competent to answer tlie question put to you, of whether the law 
lias hud a fair support I'rom the geutleinen of the country in general? — The reason 
I have assigned is, that the gentlemen of the country consider the law to be so 
fluctuating, that any gcnilcuiaii who has property will not embark his money in 
public distillation. 

Wc must again repeat the original question put to you, namely, has the law 
had, ill your opinion, a lair support iVoin the gentlemen of the country 1 believe 
they do not care about ; and I believe they consider, that it is siiHicient in its pre- 
sent shape to drive imiocciit people to desperation. 

Have tlicy endeavoured to execute iir— In many instances I have known gcmlo- 
incn take great pains and trouble. 

Have you. ever taken up any stills yourself? I have. 

When? — Lust Slimmer. 

Was it since the fines were enforced? — If wus. 

Did you ever take up any stills beibre ?— I did not, as 1 wished my tenants U. 
become linen maiiiifaeturers. 

Without meaning anv di.srcspect, were you not induced in a certain degree u> 
take up those stills, with a view to prevent iincs falling upon your property ami 
tenants?— Undoubtedly. ™ 
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Tlifii yon Imvpiio doubt, (hat the suspension of this law atid the result ofii, would 
tenil materially to suppress the praetieo of illicit distillation ? — If it continue you 
will have as iiuich illicit distillation in Donegal as ever you had. 

Tiicii YOU are or opinion, that the other landholders ol' the county of Donegal 
would luit be inilucnccd to take up stills upon their estates, by (he suuu! motives 
which you confess to haveinnnciiccd yon ? — Tlif^rir tire many who liavc barren inicts 
of ground wlicre tlity are colonised by private distilleries going forward. I luive 
j'joo acres set at yoL a year, with a salmon fishery, upon which there area numher 
of stills going on perhaps at tliis moment ; 1 dare say there are several iit)f>n the 
moimtiiins that I never was on. 

Where is that property you allude to? — It is in tlie barony of Killinaorenoii, 
county Donegal. 

liow far tlistant is your residence from that property? — Probably between 
50 and 60 Irish miles. 

'\’’on, of course, know nothing of whom the illicit distillers are coin]>osetl in iliat 
country ? — No, I don’t, indeed ; they have got a parcel of stills in the mounlain.-). 
where lliey carry them on their backs, and they have spirits in abundance. 

Is t lie barley which they distil grown upon that property? — i believe it is ; it 
ju'udnces, in general, nothing but barley. 

If the (lisiiliei'y were not going on there, the barley would not be of so much 
value.? — 1 think it would bcof ir.ore value. 



How ? — If the fair dealer were cncourjigiid a gre.it rcvcmic would tirisc, and the 
jicoplc would be encouraged to pul down those stills. 

We beg to ask you, whctlicv, in case these great objects wore not accomplished, 
the existence of twenty distilleries upon this mountain, belonging to you, do not 
tend directly to raise tlie jirice of tliat grain which, yon say, is almost the wliole 
])rodiico of tlie farmer? — f think that a better price would certainly come ro the 
farmer if there were regular distilleries ; for people carry their grain to (hose almost 
inaccessible places; and when the illicit distillers gv.i them into these monnlains, 
they say to them, “ Sir, I have not the money to pay you a person gets into 
private dealing with a smuggler, who somciimos pays, and suinetimcs not. 

Do not yon believe that the market afforded to the private distiller docs tend 
directly to raise the price of that barley ? — 1 do not think it does, because I have 
been looking into the papers slating prices ; and I tiave ireipicntlv seen, that grain 
.sold as high in other parts of the cumilry as in the country where private disiiKatiuu 
went forward. 

Do not you believe, that the consccjuciice of tlie private distillery existing to so 
great an extent, was to depress the price of barley? — There, is no market for it. 

.Do not you think that these mountain lands you spetik of would be a favourable 
suite for a public distillery? — Very unfavourable indeed; but there are many 
favourable places at and near towns. 

What towns ?— Ballybofcy and other towns. 

Have you ever been at Ballybofcy ? — Frcquenllv. 

Have you ever licard of illicit spirits being carried in large qnanlilics throuMi 
the town of Ballybofcy ?— Repeatedly ; I myself nmf, this season, when goiiv^ 
my own land, upwards of thirty horses bringing it from private distillers. ” 

Were the men armed who accompanied lliat colony? — They generally have 
cudgels. ” 

i\ud no other arms ?— Pistols, perhaps; their stick is generally weighted with 
a long lerriile of cojipcr. 

Are they inhabitants of the barony of KUlmacrcnon? — 'I’hcy arc, and also of 
other baronies ; they are the lower order of tlic people, mostly dcLerinincd nillians 
as I think. ' * 

Where do they carry those spirits to ? — To wherever they can sell it. 

Where is their usual market? — Everywhere round the coimirv. 

Is it sold publicly .? — I believe so. 

Do yon tliink tlmt illicit spirits could be carried by such n norabor of armoil 
men publicly tlnongh lliccouiitry, . and uftenvards publicly vended, wiiliont tlie 
knmyledge of the resident gentry of the country f— The goutlemcn eiumot prevent 
It; they do know of it, but etuiiiot better tUcmselvcs. 

The riuaiilities curried in this way through these dilicront towns or ihrmiub t|.,. 
town you have mcntioiitd, must be very emisidorulilei— It is tl.e prodnce"of ali 
the barley in the country, and tlie revenue is lost upon it. 

Arelhedistillcries wlicrc tliis- spirit is irianiifaclured principally upon your pro- 
])crty, whicli you describe? — My property is but u sped; in ihc euimCrv then' arc 

a few 
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a few ol them upon il ; it is colonised, like ull the rest of the comitrv, bv illicit 
flistillcrs. 

Do you mean that that country is generally colonised with private distillers?— 
A.nd no others in moimUiinous places. 

Yon have slated, that you believe that the price of barley to be ashigh in other 
places as m those where there is a deal of illicit distillation ?— I believe it is ; I 
have seen at .Drogheda quotations higher. 

Have you never licard, that the licensed distiller, injhe district of Derry, has 
sent to purchase barley in the south of Irolnud, iu consequence of the excessive 
jiricc to which barley was raised in the north of Ireland by illicit distillation?— 
That might be in some instances ; but last season, 1 believe, it was liiglier in the 
smiih ol Ireland, or as high as in the north, as there was no c.xportatiou there, 
and iliac is exportation of spirits from the south of Ireland. 

\Ye ask you, if you have ever heard the fact we have mentioned At certain 
tiincs 1 have heard that he brought barley from the south of Irel-and, on accoimt 
oi its being cheaper in the south than in his own neiglibomhood. 

Do you know whether it be the habit of any of the resident gentry of the 
country to consume illicit spirits in their houses r — They luivc no other to use, 
generally speaking. 

Is tliere not a licensed distiller in Derry ? — 'There is. 

How far do you live from Derry ? — About six miles and a half. 

Do not you think one of the main encouragements to these mischievous prac- 
tices is owing to the purchase and consumption of illicit spirits by the higher 
orders? — Certainly, if there were no purchasers, there would be no venders nor 
makers of that illicit article. 

Do you believe that if the higher order did not consume the spirit, the practice 
would be greatly diminished ? — I think not; the middling class of people would 
use it, and the lower order would use it to the extreme, as they do just now. 

Then you do not think that the consumption of it by the higher order is an 
eiicoiiragcmcut. to the practice? — The quantity used by tficm is so little. 

Do not you think the example of their using it is very mischievous ? — I think 
so iiulcctl ; no gentleman, if he could avoid it, dioiild use it. 

Do not you think that the example of the Magistrates consuming the unli- 
censed spirit, maiuifactured by men whom it is their duty to send to pri.sou for 
llie oilbnce, is a very mischievous example to the country ? — A Magistrate would 
have a great many to .send to prison ; i think it is very immaterial, the quantity' 
they use being so siruill. 

Is it not a mischievous example ? — I think it is not a good example. 

Do you not belies'e that it frequently occurs ? — Numbers of times; there are a 
mnnber of private gentlemen do so ; I know that there are many from want of 
better. 

Do you not think that it is a mischievous example, which frequently occurs?—^ 
I think it is not right, certainly, but so it is that it is done. 

Are you a Magistrate ? — No, I am no.t, I have no wish to be one. 

You have stated, what in your opinion, would be die result of encouragement 
given to small stills and breweries, if established ; have you .any distinct notion of 
what encouragement would be sullicieat ? — If I were to give my humble opinion, 
1 would certainly punish very rigorously indeed the private distifler, and encourage 
the fair dealer, and f would hold out eneourageineut to the private distiller to 
become a good subject, by becoming a linen manufacturer, for by that means he 
would become a good member of society ; and I would humbly propose, that_ as 
to the private distiller ceasing to be a private distiller and becoming a manufac- 
turer, it would be jnoper for the Legislature to give, upon the voucher of the 
Clergyman mid Cliiirchwurdeus of his making and mainUucturing a couple of 
webs, so much per'yaril, iicooRling to the value, as a bonus, to prevent his being 
a private distiller. 

^ Is that your plan That in part is my humble plan you may act upon it a.s 
voii think proper. 

Did you attend a Meeting of the Gentlemen of the county of Donegal, where 
a resolution \va.s entered into against the consiiraei-s of illicit spirits ? — No, I waa 
not llicrc. 

.Do you know that there is a licensed still established in the barony of Imiis- 
liowen ? — Yes, 1 have heard it. 

How near is it to your residence — About sixteen miles. 

Are there not other stills licensed near to you ? — Yes. 

How far are they from you ?— There is one at Newtown-limavady, and another 
at Derry, within seven miles. 

Do 
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Do you uot tliinlv that Ucenfscd cliBlillcrics, from being cslublisb.-d wiiliiii sevou 
miles, arc siillicientiy near to your estate to alTord a market ior ilu* barley grinvii 
by your tenants; we mean your property at Iimisbowcn? — i do not think it is, 
upon tlie principle tluit is proceeded on just now. 

Upon what principle f— I think if tliey pay lho_ present duty upon «n'cry gallon 
of s[)irits tboy make, they cannot pay the price of barley. 

Blit is not that a proof that the price obtained for barley is exc<’s.-.ive ?~It is 
never at all excessive; it is siicli a price that ought to be lirouglil into I'very coun- 
try amenable to the laws, whether it be in the shape of beer or of whiskey. 

Can the licensed distiller pay as good ti price for the barley of your timant,> as 
the unlicensed distiller?— Certainly 'they cannot, but very frequenljy thi'ir con- 
tracts amount to nothing ; they promise a price, and in the. mean lime they Imy 
barley from the farmer, who sells his barley to the private distiller; and in the 
mean time his still is seised and be becomes a bankrupt. 

But when he sells his barley to a private distiller, does he not expect to receive 
n better price than the licensed distiller could give? — Yes, he docs; but lie fre- 
quently gets nothing whatever. 



Wliy docs he prefer dealing with the private di-sliller for his barley ? — Expect- 
ing to get more lor bis grain. 

Tlien, after what you liavc stated, do you wi.sh to ndliere to your liu-mer answer, 
and sii)', that it is your 0 ])inion, that the private disrillery ilocs not keep up the 
price of barley ? — 1 think it docs not keep u[> the price. 

Explain that? — I think that if the laws were modified, so as to enable well- 
regulated and well-conducted people, and people of stamina and means to distil, 
the farmers would have a steady market for their grain, and not be forced to de- 
pend upon a fluctuating illicit distillation, which is destructive to the morals of the 
people certainly. 

But you have stated, that tiie licensed distiller cannot ailord to give tlicsame 
price wmich the unlicensed distiller docs give? — Inasmuch as if he escapes he is the 
more able to pay. 

Have you not stated, that the licensed distiller cannot afibrd to give as high a 
price for the barley, as the unlicensed distiller is in the Imbit ofgtving?— Ccruiiniy 
not imti! the private distiller is caught. 

Have you not stated, that he cannot nflbrd to give as high a [irice as ilie illicit 
distiller does? — Certainly not. 

Does not your answer prove, that illicit distillation has hitherto raised the price 
of barley ? — 1 dare say it did in that district. 

You mean in lunisbowen? — Not Innishowon particularly, but the country 
at large. 

Has it raised upon your own townland? — Latterly I think it has not. 



Has it ever raised it? — I think it has. 



Why not latterly? — Because the country has been in such a situation with the 
distillation, that the people did not know what they were about ; the peo[)le were 
driven to desperation, and have no regular market for their grain. 

Yon have stated, that the distillery people, who were expelled from your cst.'Ke, 
bad commenced their practices upon a neighbouring c.state r — 'I’liev liavi‘ ; some 
of the younger branches of the same families, some of ibe sons wlio have no pro- 
perly wliatever to answer fines. 

Do}-ou know them — Yes, I know some of them. 

Have you any doubtthat you know who they arc? — I know one or two, or pro- 
bably three, from whom I have seized malt. 

Did you know them when they carried on those practices upon vour own e.state ? 
— Certainly. 

Are you a griuul juror of Donegal or Tyrone ?— i have been of ilio grand jurv 
of the county of Tyrone. 

Often ? — Not often. 



More than once Not more than once. 

Is that lately ? — Not very latciv. 

We think you have stated that you put down the illicit di.stillation in your 
townland, and that you slated also that it was by means of tiie militnrv 
latterly. ’ 

What hiduced you to make use of the military ?— Because there wore two or 
three private distillers, young men that were determined not to be beat ilown, if 
there were not a suincieut force to do so. 

lias 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





ON ILLICIT DISTILLATION IN IRELAND. 53 



lifts not the mllitarv l>ocn ohligocl to be called in generally to pat clown illicit jo'nx Aud 
(lisLillation in Iimishowcn ? — Ccicaiiily. £5^. 

If illicit distillation was snppressrd. anil if tlic milltnry were withdrawn, would ' 
not the illicit distiller begin again f— To a certainty illicit discilklimi would begin 
ngain; I urn iirnily of that opinion. 

Then we ask you again, if small stills were Uccnsccl, whctlun- or not that would 
not be a means t>f preventing illicit distillalion ? — Ceitninly; and giving power 
to the person who became a public distiller, of paying the revenue to lUe Crown, _ 
and iiiving him an interest in part of’the fines to be levied ; suppose a fourth of 
llic line "to the public distiller, be paying it as part of his revenue to the 
Crown. 

Would not those persons licensed to make use of those small stills find it their 
interest to put down the illicit distiller ?— If the laws were modiricd, [ think it 
would put ii stop to It in a great measure. 

Would he not find it his interest to put it down ?— Certainly, to prevent him 
coming' into the market against liim. 



We ask you whether the licensed distiilor would not (it being his interest) prove 
a better revenue officer than those who are employed — I'Hty fold, or an hundred 
fold; they would be revenue officers indeed, luul proper ones. 

We ask you whether the farmer or the grower of barley having a licensed dis- 
tiller near him, would not find him u better merchant to deal with than the illicit 
distiller? — I consider he would, inasmuch as the one would be a man of property 
and the other a mere man of straw ; and it would be abappiness to the country it 
it were so. 

Wo ask you further, whether the grower of barley, finding it his interest to deal 
with the licensed distiller, that would not be the means of destroying the sort ol 
the connection that now subsists between the farmers and the unlicensed dislil- 
lei-s ?— Certainly, I think it would. 

You stated that you were obliged to advance a fine for some of your tenants ?— 
Yes. 

Did you not feel that the law which obliged you to come forward in this man- 
ner was a very severe and oppressive one? — Certainly; they did persist in this 
private distillation, and 1 told them repeatedly that they would be all beggared 
ultimately. 

Did you not feel it a severity, that you doing all you could to prevent illicit 
distillation, was obliged to advance your own money, without the hopes of getting 
it back ?— Ccrlainly"; 1 should like 10 have my money back, it I could, but it is 
not to be got; I have not got a great deal of rent, that I otherwise would 
have got. 

Do you not liellevc lliat it is tho latKlIonl’s rent tliat is swallowed up by those 
fines ? — I think so in a great measure. 

Have not tile landlords in general lent their assistance to pnt down these illicit 
practices f—Gcnerally ; it is pretty generally the resident gentlemen who have 



done so. 

Have the others, by their agents, or in any way contributed then- assistance?— 
^^umbers have. 

Ate yonr breweries good there ?— No, very defective to what they aright be. 

Do von tliink that iflrrewcries were encouraged more, and that the lower class 
of people were able to get good strong ale upon moderate terms, it would not tend 
to prevent illicit distillation ? — Certainly it would. 

Yon stated that you would give a bonus to certain persons nultting tl.is illioil 
dlstillatioir busiiress, and taking up habits of industry; out ot what fund would 
you give tile bonus you spoke ot t — Out oi the hues, it any. 

Do you not eonsltler that if breweries and legal distilleries were established 
woth proper encouragements to the pemons engaged m those trades, there wonid 
be a nofe even price" for the grain growing m the country, and a surer rnarke lor 
the people '-Certainly; it would be a .great blessing lot persons possessed o 
properly if it were so. Tlie iiiorals of the people ate contaminated and destroyed 

with it. , , 1 7 n 

Witli respect to the stills tliat you are acqnainted with, that may be ega y 
worked, what are the objections to working ot the smallest ol^ the stills, legally 
allowed to work t-They object particularly to embark m it, in coiiseqncnoc of 
the revenue haws bcingklucuiatiiig, that they have not am interest to embark 

490. 
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tlioir ca|)itaU until they should be sufhcicntly encouraged by GovcrmneiU to 
assist them in piiLliug down private distillation. 

Did you ever hear of any objoetion being made against them ? — Mways; atul I 
heard tliat it was impossible to make an wholesome liquor of it; and I Inward 
myself people say, that it was almost impossible to make an v. holesimu; beverage 
from the vapid progress with which it was hurried forward in the present mode of 
uir.king it. 

Do yon think those people that arc engaged in the practin* of illhilt tlislilla- 
lion are sufficient chemists to carry on this business (piickly i' — They arc not 
chemists at all; they take their usual way of distilling, ami giving it length of 
time. 



And arc not adequate to carry it on quickly ? — Ccrlainlv no!. 

Do yon consider yourself as a residenter of the county of Donegal ? — 1 have n 
small residence there, and reside in Innishowcu occajionaHy, but i am principally 
resident at Grange, in the county of Tyrone. 

Have yon a lann or garden annexed to your lodge at limisliuwon ? — No, I have 
neither land nor garden annexed to my lodge; 1 have only the )odg(^; I mean i 
have none in my own occupation. 

During your residence there have you seen any thing of Movilh', or do yon 
know of there having been an illicit trade earrying on there? — Yes, I undcrslaml 
that there was. 



And tliat there arc venders of illicit spirits there ?— Quite publicly. 

And they receiving barley in return ? — Yes, and taking away the whiskev. 

How is the barley and the whiskey conveyed between Moville, on the Iiinlsh- 
owen side, and Milligan, upon the Derry side of Lochfoyle ? — 'I’hey frequently 
bring whiskey from various parts of the country; the barley is taken ovt:r in a 
boat I'rom Milligan to Moville, and it is bartered for whiskey at Moville, which 
whiskey is taken by a boat to Milligan again, and dispersed over the country. 

Has this traffic been a long time carrictl on, and to anv extent ? — Latterly it has 
desisted greatly, from a corps being stationed there ; tlicre is a miiitarv position 
on boili sides of the river. 

Have yon beard that the traffic in illicit spirits near Moville coiiliniied long ami 
publicly without being interrupted by the excise officers, bclbre the troops or 
the corps you speak of were there ? — To a great extent. 

Without the intei veution of the officers of excise? — I have not heard that they 
interfered, particularly without the military. 

Have you never heard of a revenue cutter being stationed to cut olV this inter- 
course, at any former period ?~Not till within a few years. 

Do you recollect any at a former period ? — No, not that I recollect. 

If you had a farm or garden annexed to your house, could you when thevo 
(during the course of any night or even of any day) be sure of' being able, by 
any exertion, to elude or save yourself from punishment, from part of a still beiii"' 
put upon your ground, or put into your house by discontented servants in con- 
junction with an excise officer? — I do think that it is very i)ossihlc indeed that it 
might be left upon it in the night, unknown to me, without the possibilitv oftny 
knowing it; there was one found upon my land in summer last, at 'fhrcc Trees, by 
a man of the name of Coyle; upon returning wiilr some tenants of mine, •after 
illicit distillation had been beat down, he found a still, or a part of a still upon 
the land, and threatened to bring a fine. ; and this same man, who was an assistant 
to the revenue, was found in illicit still-houses drinking whiskey, without "-iviim 
that private information. 

Was not this Mr. Coyle a sub-constable ? — He was. 

Was he not very active in aiding the revenue ? — He permitted them to go on iiil 
a certain extent, only for his own benefit; I think lie was not. 

What was the character of this Mr. Coyle? — He was a private distiller 
notoriously. 

AVhere did he live? — In widow Bromhall’s land. 

Have yon ever heard of this practice of putting a still upon persons ground 
having been done ?~Indeed 1 have, and of its having been left in the niglit; 
1 speak as to myself. 

Was there not then private distillation going on in your land ? — Not to my 
knowledge. 

Do you allude to any other inkance than the one upon your own property, 
490- which 
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..which you have incndoned as having Ixen left for i.hc purpose of inducing a fine? 
— 1 dp not know of any other, but I liavc lieard of its being done. 

Have you heard, or do you believe that such things have been in practice? — 
I have heard certainly that they have been in practice. 



But yon know of no circinnstancc ? — No ; but I believe it. 

You have, as wc understand, been driving distillers off your own land, and buve 
got them driven off ; now we wish to ask you, might not one of those diatillcrs have 
put that very still, or part of a still you allude to, upon your land again, from a 
sort of .gnulge or ill-will, in conser|uoncc. of the steps yon had taken ?—l sus- 
pected that at the time, and I took up the people, and got people to prove when 
they came down the mountains, in order to put on this line, when it might come 
forward at the assizes, hut whether it be charged at these assizes or not I do not 
know. 



Have you ever heard that there was any legal step taken towards fi.ving a fine 
upon your property for that identical still ? — Nothing more than the threats of that 
man Coyle, tiiat he would bring afine; he told me in Derry that he would bring 
a fine. 



Have you ever heard that Coyle, or any other person, did ever t.nke any step 
towards fixing a fine upon your townlancl for that still i* — No, I never did hear it. 

When were the assizes ? — I believe in March. 

Would not instances of persons leaving stills upon townlands, for the purpose 
of charging those townlands with fines unjustly, be a matter very capable of 
proof, and excite general indignation in the country? — Certainly they excite 
general indignation, but as to our being able to prove that they came there during 
the night, 1 do not know how it could be done. 

What other instances have you heard of practices of this sort being had re- 
course to? — At a meeting of tlie county assizes. 

What instances have you heard of.? — I have heard it frequently. 

But what instances are they? — In various parts of Donegal it has occurred ; 
there is scarcely a gentleman in Donegal that would not tell you the same thing, 
and that they have heard of stills being left in districts, in order to incur fines. 

Do you know of any instance, besides the one you have related, of your own 
townland f — I cannot speak of any instance. 

Do you know of any? — I certainly do not know it particularly; but I have 
heard of its being done. 

Have you ever heard of any purticular instance ? — Yes, frequently in Donegal. 

State if you have ever heard of any townland, and name it, in the county of 
Donegal, upon which a still has been put maliciously, for the purpose of pro- 
ducing a fine against that townland ? — I cannot speak to any pariieular townland. 

Is it not one of the objections, generally stated to the townland fine system, 
that such things may happen ? — Certainly ; it is one great objection, and it ought 
to be so. 

Do yon not think it was left to the will of Coyle, whether you were liable or 
not to the punishment of fines ? — Ifthe tenants, who were along with him, came 
forward to prove the manner in which the still was got, I was in hopes that I 
would have rebutted it. 



Do von know of more than one fine being levied for tliis same oflcnce ? — I have 
heard of its being split and subdivided. , 

Did you hear it iii evidtnee, or believe it ?-•-! bidleve it to be the practice to fine 
for a liead, or a wash, or a worm, miikiiig tlicse separate fines. 

Do you know of any such instances ? — I cannot say ; I did not at all attend to 
these matters. 

Do you know it or not?— Not particularly ; I do not know it partumlarly. 

Do von know a single insianee ? — 1 cannot say I know a single instance. 

Do you know a single instance ?— rNothing more, than from report. 

Do you know a single instance ?— I. believe it to be the fact. that it is so. 

Do you know a single instance ?— T do not know it more than from hearsay. 

So as to believe it? — Certainly. 

Who was your authority?— Numbers of private people. 

Who are they? — People who had paid those fine?' that were chargeable; lliey 

were tenants of Mrs. Bromhall, and my own. _• 

Is ante 
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Nnnio them ? — There was one named Me Callinii, nnotltn- namoil Dn,u;!u r!y, a 
Mr. .Allen, ami a Mr. Leper; I recollect them saying ilmt such things had hap- 
pened, as lines being split and subdivided. 

iArc all those you have named respectable persons ?— One of them, Me Callion, 
is a private distiller. 

i\re any of the others private distillers ? — No. 

Arc they respectable? — Tiicy arc respectable larmcrs. 

Js Dogherty a distiller? — Tie was. 

Is Allen a distiller? — No, lie is not. 

M^’as he one? — Never. 

But Me Callion and Dogherty were distillors ? — Yes, notoriou-ly. 

And arc they two of the respectable persons nj)on wliosc. anlhority yon mak«' 
this statemeuL? — No, upon the authority of Allen and Lc[>er. 

Why did you mention Me Callion before yon numiioned Leper? — Merely 
because 1 thought of his name first; lie was a person that ineurred !i line, and 
was iinahle to pay it, and he is unable to this present inouient. 

-And do you tliinic tluit a man who you know to have bt'eii a private disiiller. 
iiaving told you that lines were split in this luiinner, is a snllieienl gvi-imd in 
hedieve it. although you know of no instance yoiirsein — Tiiat, with i!u‘ eorrnbi na- 
tion of what 1 was told by Allen and Leper. 

Did it happen to them ? — No, they were not disiiilers. 

M^ere fines levied upon their properly? — Yes, tlte cattle were taken for tlu* 
fines of those i'ellows. 

How did they know that the fines were split ? — They were told it. hy people they 
iniglit depend upon, I presume. 

Then your only knowledge is, that you hoard it from those ju/rsons who were 
two private distillers, and the others who were resjx'clahle ; but those two respeet- 
ahle persons only knew it by being told it by others ; was it .Dogherty jind 
Me Callion who gave the information of the lines being sjdil to Lc[)er and 
Allen ? — L believe it was so. 

AA’lio is Mr. Leper ? — He is a reputable farmer. 

Did yon overhear of his selling spirits ? — Never. 

AVherc does he live ? — At Three Trees. 

AVas iluit formerly a public-house ?— Yes, but it was then a licensed tine. 

Is it licensed now ? — No. 

Does it sell spirits now ? — Not to my knowdctlgc. 

If you bad reason to believe that uidicensed spirits Nvere sold in (hat house, 
woukl you couiiiiuc to think iMr. Leper a respectahle man r — Certainly nut. 

Nor as an authority in this case ? — Certainly, any man who coidd be capalile of 
selling spirits privately, would be a bad authority to depend upon. 

A^ou have stated, that a military force was necessary to enforce the execution 
of this law upon Itmishowcn ? — Yes. 

Is not tiiat a strong proof of a combination amongst the inhabitants of the 
country? — It is necessary, certainly. 

That is not an answer to the question ; is not that a strong proof of a com- 
bination among the inhabitants of the country ? — Certainly. 



Does that combination arise from a wish to oppose the laws, or for their own 
benefit? — For their own benefit, certainly. 

And not to oppose the laws? — It is for their own benefit; but they arc gene- 
rally the vei'y dregs of the people who are distillers. 

Who are they ?-— Some are reputaUe and loyal, but they arc in general the 
sons of poor people. 

Do you know the parish of Teiiiplcmorc? — Y'es. 

Did not private distillation prevail exceedingly in the parish of Templemore 
above a year ago, ami is it not mucli diminished now ? — I believe so, certainly. 

Do you know the parish of Moville? — Yes. 

Has not Mr. George Cary property there ? — Yes. 

Is not that near to your property in Innisliowen ?— Y'es, it is about a mile and 
a Itull' from it. 



Has 
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ILis nol lIic exertion of-' "Mr. George Cory, ;uul Mr. Triotam Cary, his eldest 
ann, imicli diiniuishccl private distillation in dial part of die parish of Moville ? — 
Certainly. 

If similar exertions to those made by yourself, Mr. George Cary, and Mr. 
Tristaiii Cary, had been made in that neighbourhood, by other proprietors in the 
ncighboiirliootl, arc not yon sure that it would have had erpially good effect f — It 
nuisL have had an equally good cfl'ect, undoubtedly, if sindl.ar exertions had been 
used by resident gentlemen ; but 1 know an instance of sixteen fines being struclr 
upon one qiiarier-iand belonging to Mr. Lucius Cary, who was absent in 
Dublin. 



John Aimliii, 




Did you hear that Lucius Cary had made many exertions to put down illicit 
distilleries ? — He had, by his son. 

Is that which happened to Hendrick two years ago, or lately ? — It was lately. 



Were the exertions of Messrs. Cary successful ? — No ; I believe they beat him 
and the son very much. 

Did you ever hear that these people had entered his house by force, and had 
destroyed his furniture in the iniddle of the day, in revenge for liis having taken 
these measures } — i did hear it. 



And you believe it to be true ? — Yes. 

Wliere you at LilFord Assizes before last; and Iiadyou heard of any informations 
having been lodged against tlieiu ? — Yes, I did. 

Are Mr. George Cary’s tenants tenants at will, or have they leases? — I believe 
they are for the most part tenants at will. 

Have Mr. Lucius Cary’s tenants leases ? — They have leases. 

What is the name of tlie high constable of tbe barony of innisbowen, who 
neglected to collect still fines in the year before last, namely 1814 ?— His name is 
Dorter. 

If Porter, the high constable of the barony of Innisbowen, had been assisted 
by tbe gentlemen of the eouiity in collecting still fines imposed therein that year, 
and had done his duly, woiilil'ic not have had a very materia! effect in check- 
ing private distillation in that barony ?— It might perhaps have certainly 
done so. 

Did you hear that the gentlemen in the county applied to the Judge, in con- 
Reqiienee of his not having done his duty ?— Yes, 1 believe he did ; Mr. Chichester 
was high sheriff at tlie tiiiu'. 

Was he (Porter) struck off?— I was told he was. 

At what assizes? — In spring or summer assizes of 1814, as well as 1 recollect. 

Did vou hear that Porter had his pcv-centage for collccling the road present- 
ments, "presented to him at summer assizes 1814, or did it cease ? — I presume it 
must have hcoii presented always, as the barony constable gets his poimduge for 
collecting the public money. 

Do vnn understand the grand warrants of tbe different counties ?— I have some 
knowledge of them. 

Take that book in yonr liand [lumdiiig the JVit)icss alarge hook of zcarrmts(\ ilo 
vou see any entry tliere, purporting to be a presentment at the Lciit Assizes for 
'Donegal iii 1815 ; do you not see' by the grand warrant, that Porter, the high 
constable, 1ms liad bis ]>cr-centage for collectinc the public rnone^ 1111814, pi'e* 
semed to him by the grand jury of Donegal ?—Ves. 
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Die Veneris, 31“ J\laii, 1816. 

The Right Honourable Sir GEORGE FITZGERALD IIILX, Bart, 
in tlie Chair. 



Culonel John MaxiccU Barry, a Member of the House, Examined. 

ARE you acquainted with tlic county of Cavan, anil the inliabitants of it?— 
Col. l.M. Bariy. JJetbre 1 proceed upon my cxaminaLion, 1 think it necessary to ap[)rize the Coin- 
's 1 initicc, that I have been absent from the county of Cavan about two years, ami 

that therefore the information which I am able to give them must refer to a period 
antecedent to that date. I aiu acquainted with the county of Cavan and tlie 
inhabitants of it. 

JJoyou believe tliat the gentlemen of the county of Cavan have exerted them- 
selves to slop the practice ol' private dislilialion ?— In general I believe tlicv have; 
I can state that some of them, amongst whom I tun one, have apprized their 
tenantiy, that if they shall be detected in private distillation, wc? will nut renew 
ilieir leases to themselves nor any of their lainiiies wlicn they expire ; J know this 
to have been communicated to the tenantry by several land jiroin'ictors. ■^^'ilh 
regard to personal exertions, from my nou-residcnce in the county, I cannot give 
any direct testimony. 

Do you know of .any particular hardships arising out of the enforcement of this 
Act? — I certainly do; and for instance, I think it u particular hardship that I liave 
been twice liiiecl myself under this Act, for practices that have occurred wlica 
1 have been attending my duty in Farliamenl. 

You mention tliat several landlords bad noticed tbeir tenants, that they would 
not renew, and would turn them oil' tlieir land, in case they coiitinncd lliis 
practice; now Ifom the nature of the Act, supposing the tenanls expect (n ho 
uirned out, does not tlie Act leave it in the power of those tcntuits so to he 
dismissed, to bring on Knes beibre their time expires, and to leave iliem a charge 
upon the Jaiidlord, and have the land tliey are giving lined ? — i conceive lliaL 
will tippear by a reference to llie Act. 

From your knowledge of the Act, do you feel that that can be tlie effect of it 
or not? — I must beg leave to have the Act of Parliament banded tome [the Act of 
Parliament Was handed to the honourable Member;] 1 believe that it does so. 

. What description of people arc generally concerned in carrying on this illicit 
trade of distillation ? — I believe the actual manufacturer of the spirit is a num of 
a very low class; but 1 believe that lie works the stills for the better class of 
farmers, who are in the habit of making spirits for liteir own consumption ; but 
tlie actual distillers, or the artists employed, 1 believe to be generally the middle 
and very low description of persons, and very often they are itinerant. 

Do you believe that to be the case since ilic line upon townlands ? — I do. 

Have you known any instance where the fine has been levied oi' tlie persons so 
employing these itinerant workmen — Very frequently ; 1 have known lines laid 
on yiinbrent townlands, an<l the persons who were" actually concerned in the 
distillery liave paid tlie. fines, and thereby iiuleniuified the townlands. 

Has this Act stopped the evil in your county ? — I raiher think not; but I am not 
very conversant with the present state of the county of Cavan, as 1 have been 
absent for nearly two years. 

Do you conceive tliat if small stills were licensed, and thereby a market found 
for the corn wliicli is tlias used in this illicit trntio, that it would not materially 
assist in putting it down i — 1 have no doubt that it would. 

What is your opinion of the present duties ?— That is ratlicr an extensive 
question; my opinion is, that the present duties, being exceedingly hioh, alfotti 
a preiniurn to illicit distillation, lint 1 have very strong doubts wlietlier 3ie’ reduc- 
tion of tliose duties, unless reduced very low indeed, wbidd efleetiially cheek illicit 
distillation ; and I think that the evil attendant upon such a measure, in a moral 
point of view, would be very considerable. 1 do not myself think tliat sufficient 
encourageiiient has been given for setting up of sinali stills; I think there is 
perhaps too great a partiality on the part of the Board of E.xcise, with respect to 
the stills of a large description. I would instance a case that occurred in tlie eouiitv 

-taO' of 
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of Caycin, where a gentleman of very consWeiable landed property, peihaps of Co/. I. M,. Birtf. 
a, 000/. a year, wished to erect a still of loo gallons in the y-try Tieart of the ^ 3 ' 

country infested with illicit distillers; he made liis prcparations^iid iiicuiTed 
n very large expense : bur wlien he applied for a licence to the Board of Excise, 
it was refused him, because it was within 15 miles of Drogheda, where there was 
a still of 500 gallons, and the Commissioners were of opinion that this still could 
not be erected in the town of King’s Court (the place alluded to) without doing 
material injury to the distillers in Drogheda : in which opinion I did not concur. 

iireyou of opinion that if the revenue laws were so framed as to enable the 
brewer to give strong ale to the inhabitants upon more moderate terms than they 
can have it at present, it would not materially contribute to lessen the consump- 
tion of this private distilled spirit ? — I have no doubt of it. 

We would wish to ask you, whether any mode has ever occurred to you, by 
which, in the present state of Ireland, the brewers could be enabled to meet 
illicit spirits in the market upon less disadvantageous terms ihiui they do now?— 

I should think the lowering of the duty on mall would considerably relieve 
them. 

Would not that lowering of the duty upon malt be a proportionable decreafio 
of the duty upon legal spirit, and of course liable to the objections stated in your 
fonner answer? — It certainly would ; but it would afTeet the breweries equally with 
the distilleries of legal spirits, and therefore I think part of my former objection 
would be done away. 



Was there ever a period when the brewers could afford to sell relatively cheaper 
than tlioy do at present r — I cannot answer that question to tbe satisfaction of the 
Committee. 



Do you not conceive lliat as long as there is any duty whatever payable upoti 
legal spirits, there must be such a bounty upon the legal spirits as will induce the 
inliabitants of the mountainous districts in Ireland to continue that practice, if it 
be not made more expensive to them by the effects of some such law or regulation 
as the present ? — 1 have mentioned before, that I am not an advocate for the 
reduction of the duties upon spirits. T think the difliculties with which the private 
distilleries arc surrounded, would be more than an equivalent to a small tiuty. 

We would wish to know whether the risk imposed by the present system 
does not appear to be necessary to countervail the pi cseiil high rate of duties ? — • 
1 think the risk the distiller runs, is necessary to countervail tliose duties. 

Do not you think the present rate of duties so high, that it is worth tlie while of 
the illicit distiller to run a very great risk of being fined ? — I do; but I have before 
observed, that I thiiilc the evils that would arise from taking off the duty, would 
make it an unadvisable measure. 



You have mentioned, that the taking off the duty, or the lowering it very much, 
would produce the miseliief of the demoralizing the people ; now we would be 
glad to ask, whether you think iliat the present duty upon spirits might not be 
lowered in a certain degree, which, in conjunction with the licensing small stills, 
might tend to prevent illicit distillation, without demoralizing the people ? — I 
do not think that a small diminution of duty, unaccompanied with other measures 
to check illicit distillation, besides the licensing small stills, would be sufticipnt 
t,u check illicit distillation. 

We would be glad to know whether you think that means might notbe devised, 
connected with those two, that would answer the purpose ^ — L dare say there 
might ; but 1 am not prepared to state to tlte Coramilte what ii)os.c meana 
would be. 

We would then ask what your opinion Is, as to wlicthcr an increase of punidi- 
meiit upon illicit distillers, to iransporiatimr, would not have a very great elleci ? 
— I think that it would have that effect, if it would not increase the difficulty of 
conviction, as the excess of all punishment is supposed to do. 

We would wish to ask you, whether one of the most violent, complaints that 
have been made against the present system is, that a great number of persons 
have been imprisoned for this misdemeanor? — I have heard that such a com- 
plaint has been made, bull am very far from thinking that it is a just one; I 
do not think that the actual illicit distiller could have been punished with too 
great severity. 

If the actual illicit distiller wcr.e punished with greater severity, would it 
diminish the number of crimes ? — 1 think it would. 

Do you think that the system of lining townlands is one of iliose measures 
that ought to be reserved ? — 1 do not, because I think it partial and oppressive. 

Do you think that either tbe present system of fining, pr py other system tjiat 
can be adopted, can be effective in putting illicit distillation, so long as ihe 
^ present 
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■ Col. I. Jll. Bany. present high rate of duty upon legal disiillntion remains ?— I do not feel pn.'j)ared ■ 
t ^ J to answer that question. 

Is the practice of illicit distillation .confined to the inoimtaiiious parts of 
Cavan — No. 

Does it prevail to any considerable extent in the well cnllivatcd parts of llie 
country ? — It does. 

Do yon conceive that in the cultivated parts of Cavan it ran, generally speak- 
ing, exist without the knowledge of some of tlic inhahiianis of the townlairl, 
besides those actually cniploycil in di.sUlialion ? — I do not conceive that it eaii ; 

I conceive that the persons inhabiting the immediate vicinity where it is at woik, 
must know of it; but in extensive towidaiuls it may be carried on williont the, 
knowledge of a great majority of the inliabitaiils ot such tuwidands. 

Even in the latter ease, however, you are of opinion iliat it must he known to 
some of them ? — I am ; 1 should say that it is not so extensive in the cultivated 
parts as in the mountainous parts. 

In the cultivated ])arts of Cavan, should you consider a townland of goo acre.s 
as a large one or a small one ? — I should conceive it an average one ; it would be 
rather large than small. 

Do yon think that tlierc arc any townlnnds, in the enltivatc!] jiarls of Cavan, so 
large as a thousand acres? — If there are, they arc very rare indeed. 

Do yon ivt pre.scnt recollect any lownlaml in the cultivated parts of Cav.au so 
large as 500 acres ? — No, I canuot say I do. 

VVliat should you conceive to be the average size of the townhmds upon ^-our 
estate should say about. two huiidred acres; my own estate is the well culti- 
vated part of Cavan. 

What should you suppose to be the largest .size of the mountain towiilands r — 

I should suppose from u thousand to fifteen hundred acres. 

Do you conceive that the farmers in Cavan are ujmn the whole inclined to 
suppress the practice of illicit distillation ?— I shoukl say not, except that they 
would naturally wish to exempt tlieinsclves from fines; i shoukl suppose lltat 
they all naturally wish to distil whiskey for themselves, were it nut the elIccL of the 
line and punishment. 

Do you think that the inconvenience which they experience from the operation 
of the fining system, is upon the .whole suflicient to nmkc ihem practically exert 
themselves, in ortler to extirpate the practice upon their respective lownlands ? — 1 
do not think, by itself, that it i.s. 

Do you not conceive that there would be niucb less anxiety to extirpate it, if 
the lining system .was removed h — I conceive llicre would. 

Do you think that in that case they would exert ihemsclvcs at all for the 
purpose f — 1 do not think that they would. 

. Do not yon think, in dial case, that they would studiously promole and en- 
courage it r — I flo conceive they would, unless by so doing tiicy were to incur 
some punishment themselves. 

.Did you ever hear of a tenant distilling for the purpose- of punisliiiig his land- 
lord I — I never did ; but 1 shoukl, us before, observe, that my experience has been 
within the last two years. 

You have spoken of the encouragement given to smail stiil.s as not being suf- 
ficient; are you aware of the iiatiiie and extent of lljai eiicourageiiieiit ? — As to 
The encouragement given to small stills, I must .say that in making that obser- 
vation I meant the facility of their erection, and that I thought it wa.s tlie policy 
of the Board of Excise, at present, rather to lean to large stills tiian to small 
ones; at the same time the regulations existing, as to work and duties jmid, L 
should suppose would be a sufficient encouragement. 

Supposing that the Board of Excise were disposed to give every conceivable 
facility to the erection of small stills, do you conceive that the a])plicalion for 
the erection and licensing suc-h would be generally made in all those parts of 
Cavan generally infected with illicit {listillaiion ?—l. conceive tliero is very great 
discouragement, generally speaking, toward.? embarking capital in the distillery 
trade, front the general tinctuating system that has taken place for many years, 
and that would operate as a check upon the erection of stills of any description • 
but I do conceive that there would be applications for some small stills in those 
parts of the county of .Cavan infected with illicit distillation, but not so much as 
1 would wish. 

Do you recollect. the period when the fining system was suspended f — I do. 

There were parts of Cavan, were there not, that were then subject to lines of 
9 . very considerable extent ?— -There were. 

Tliose 
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Those fines were, T belive, remitted f — After the suspension, there wes an Act 
of Parliament remitting them totally. 

Have you any knowledge, or can you form an opinion, as to whether the 
practice of illicit distillation increased or diminished immediately subsequent to 
.that remission ? — I said, 1 sliotild say that it neither very much increased nor 
dimiiiislied much after that. 



Col. I. ilf, harry. 



Do you remember what the amount of the remission of the fines was ? — Yes. 

How much ? — I believe 13,000/. or 14,000/. 

Is it your opinion that if the fines were a second time remitted, the example 
of that remission would not tend to a great increase of illicit distillation in the 
county of Cavan ? — I rather think it would, unless accompanied by other regula- 
tions that would tend to check it. 

Blit you are not prepared to state to the Committee what your opinion is, 
of the regulations which might be siillicient to check it? — I am not. 

You have stated it as your belief, that the encouragement of the breweries in 
Ireland would tend very much to the suppression of illicit distillation ; and you 
have said, that tlie reduction of the malt duty would be one main encourage- 
ment to the breweries; are you aware of the reduction that has lately taken 
[dace ? — I am ; and 1 think the reduction of that duty -wiil considerably tend to 
encourage the brewer. 

What is tlVe present duty upon malt? — I do not recollect it at present. 

Do not you know that there is a direct duty upon beer in England and Scot- 
land L do. 

Do not you conceive that the Tjegislature has extended great encouragement to 
the Irish breweries, by nut proposing any such duty in Ireland ? — 1 conceive that 
it is comparatively au encouragement. 

What is the duty upon beer in Great Britain ? — I do not know. 

Then you do not know-the extent of the comparative encouragement ? — I cannot 
tell, without reference to papers upon the subject. 

Have yon resided in the county of Cavan for any length of time since that 
Act passed, under which the former fines were remitted in 1810, which Act was 
repealed in i8i 2, and revived in 1813; liave you resided there since the period 
when the fines were remitted? — No, 1 have not. 

Nor resided in that county much since the fines w'cre revived? — No. 

How long have you been in the county of Cavan for the last two years ?— Not 
above three weeks. 

Do you recollect the evidence laid before Parliament upon a petition of the 
brewers of Dublin relative to Llie consequence of reduction of duties, in i8ii f— 
I cumiot say I recollect it. particularly. 

Do not you recollect that there was evidence produced of the mischievous 
effects of the reduction of duties ?-—Pcrfectly. 

Both upon the health and jii, orals, of the people ?— I do. 

You- have stated it to be your opinion, that the encouragement of the use of 
strong .ale, or facilities given to the brewer to sell strong ale, would discourage 
i'llicitdiatillation, have you not ? — Yes, and 1 think so. 

Do you not think that there is in the humidity of the climate of Ireland, and in 
the separate habitations of the people, as well as in the nature of their occupations, 
that which necessitates to a certain degree the consumption of spirits?— To a 
certain degree i do. 

How do you propose to supply the poor inhabitants of the mountain lands in 
the county of Cavan with strong ale ?— That is rather a difficult question ; 1 con- 
ceive that in the mountainous districts it would be attended with considerable 
difficulties but in the culuvated parts, in which illicit distiilation.docs considembly 
exist, I think that it would be practicable; I do not think that in the mountainous 
parts it would be so. 

Are not the mountainous parts of the county of Cork, near Bantiy Bay, as ac- 
cessible to the breweries as any part of the county of Cavan ?— 1 am not acquainted 
■with that part of Ireland. 

Prom your belief?—! have never been there, and I do not know. 

Unless the population of the county reside near some village where beer can be 
retailed, is it. possible for them to be supplied ?-Of course not. 

They have not the means in your county to pay at once for the barley and the 
beer?— No, they have not. 

Have they t.ho means of brewing it P~No. ^ 
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■€■()!. I. 'M. liarrif. Do you recollect wlmt tile expression of the popular feeling of tlie oounly of 
V — ^ Cuvan was when the fines were reniittecl? — I believe they were very miudj 

•rejoiced. 

Whiit was the feeling of the gentry? — They were also extremely glad, 

M^’crc you in Cavan at the time? — No; 1 must have been here at the lime, 
^tlcndiiig my duty in Parliament. 

Do you recollect announcing it at the assizes at Cavan ? — I do not. 

You stated, that it was at King’s Court where it was proposed that an ac- 
quaintance of yours, a Mr. Pratt, wished to csiublisli an Inindrctl gallon still ? 

ICS. 

How far is King’s Court from Kewry ? — I believe about itJ miles. 

Do not you know that there is a five hundred gallon still at Newry ?— 1 believe 
there is. 

How tar is King’s Court from Dundalk ? — I believe about i6 miles. 

-Is there not a 500 gallon still at Dundalk? — Yes, 1 believe there is. 

Mow far is King’s Court from Drogheda? — Sixteen miles also. 

Is there one there ? — Yes, I believe there is ; the two parishes most infested in 
the county of Cavan with private distillation are adjoining to King's Court. 

Arc the}' extensive parishes? — Yes. 

Whiit may be the extent of the largest of them? — I declare I cannot tell, but 
they are large parishes. 

You have stared, that the fluctuations of the law acted as a great disooiimgeineiii. 
to the ))crsons entering into the distillery trade ; do not you think that there would 
be great severity and injustice to persons who have embarked their capital in tiiose 
distdleries, if persons acting with such encouragement and advantages, and with 
such an opnortimily of midcrsdliiig tlie large distillers, as the |>ropri(>tnr of an 
lunulrcd gallon still at King’s Court w<mkl have had? — I do not conceive that tin; 
•erection of an hundred gallon still at King’s Coart would liavc considerably in- 
jured the distillery in its vicinity, because I believe the consumption in that- 
part ol’ the county is chiefly now in illicit spirits; I iliink thevelorc that the 
erection of an huiulred gallon still there would have considerably dimini.-,hed the 
illicit distillation, without materially injuring the other distilleries. 

But your reason for thinking that the other djstiller.s would not have been 
injured, is on account of the whole consiim])iion of that pan of the coimtv of 
•Cavan being an illicit spiril? — I cannot tell whether the consumption of King’s 
Court be orbe not that, but 1 am sure tliat the part of the county of Cuvan ad- 
joining to it consumes, in a great proportion, illicit spirits. 

Would you have ^woposed to have excluded the spirits manufactured at King'.s 
Court, to lie sold in Newry and Drogliedu, and those districts now siijjplied by 
the large distilleries? — I do not know any mode by which it could be excluded 
if it uumnfactured more spirit than was required for its own vicinity. 

Then if small disLillcrics were established in all those parts of the county of 
Cavan, or generally speaking, in those parts where illicit diutillation now ]orevails, 
are you not of opinion that they would undersell the large distiller in his own 
district? — I dare say they might; and that a certain degree of injustice would be 
done to the large distiller, fur which he would have a just claim’l'or some kind of 
•indemnity. 

Do nor. you believe that an injustice of this nature, whicli tended to discoura<>-c 
tlie large distilleries of Ireland, would very materially all'ect the agriculture of tSe 
country ?— I think if iheir place was supplied by small distillerics’’it would not. 

Do not you think that that injustice might be prevented by refusing to ''rant 
permits, .and .these small stills being allowed in tliose distriefs where the )arf'e*)iics 
•were established ? — I should think it miglit ; but Ido not think they would be 
justifiable in not graniing permits. 

Do not you think that the revenue of .the Crown would be materiallv 
•affected ?— 1 think that the collection of the revenue would not be improve'd 
by it; but I should think .tlmt the revenue of tlie country would be i-athcr 
improved, if the erection of small stills had the operation ol‘ pulling down illicit 
distilleries. 

I think you stated, that you do not now know the extent and encouragement 
afforded to small stills?— I did not mean to sayso; butwilhoui a reference to the 
Schedule I cannot say. 

Are you not aware that the encouragemeut is considerable to small stills ?— 

1 know it is considerable to small stills. 

Do you not believe that the quantity of work imposed upon a small still is 
oomparalivcly 80 much less than the proportion which the hu-ge -still is charsr-d 

Mkll, 
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willi, and that fifteen small stills of one lumdred .gallons each would not produce Col. I. M. Borry. 
nearly the amount of duty of a five lumdred gallon still f — 1 am sure it is so. ^ 

Do you lliink if the consideration of revenue and the facility of collection were 
merely aUended to, it would be possible to put down illicit distillation by the 
establishment of small stills ? — I do not. 

Previous to the fines being remitted to tlie county of Cavan, did the gentlemen 
of the county exert themselves in enforcing the collection of the fines ?— Tliey 
did not, to any cxlcut. 

Did they at all ? — No, I think not. 

Has it not been a general opinion in the country, tluit the amount of the fines 
was so great that it made the collection impossible ? — Yes; of the fines remitted. 

Is it the general opinion now, that if the amount of the fines should become as 
great as at use time they were formerly remitted, that it would be equally necessary 
to repeal the law ? — 1 cannot speak of the recent opinion, not having been in the 
coimly of Cavan for two years. 

Do yon know what estates were most liable to the fines under the former Act ? — 

I know the district of country, but I should say the parishes of Killingcare aiul 
Mulloch; there the proprietorsliip is divided into small estates, but they were 
chiefijr persons who did not reside upon their own property. 

Do yon believe that the gentry in those parts of the country where illicit 
distillation prevails, are in the habit of generally giving a preference to illicit 
spirits for their own consumption ? — I ijnagine that iliey are; and the reason that 
I would assign for it is, that it is a generally received idea, that the spirit Avliich 
is made from the large stills is of an extremely deleterious quality, and a very 
unwholesome liquor. 

Do you not think that that preference alTurds a great preference to illicit distil- 
lation? — 1 think it does. 

Is not poUvlc a cause of fine; docs it not bring a fine upon the land f — It does. 

hiight not potale be made by an individual inhabitant of the townland, without 
the knowledge of the rest? — It might, with more facility than whiskey. 

Could it be so made ? — Yes, it certainly could. 

When you said that some of the inhabitants of the well cultivated townland 
must know of the still, did you not mean of a still at work ? — Dnqnestionably I did. 

Could they know' of a still or any part of a still that was w'orking, although it 
would bring on a fine, equally with one at work ? — It is not so likely that they 
should have knowledge of a still not at work as one at work. 

When you said that objections were made formerly upon the reduction of the 
•duties, upon the ground of demoralizing tlie people, do you know what the amount 
of the duties were then, that were proposed to be reduced ? — I cannot answer that. 

Did you hear that it was 2 s. 6 d. a gallon ? — It was reduced to 2 s. 6d. a gallon. 

Is it not now 6 s. 6d. ? — Yes. 

Do not you think that a reduction between the two sums might be made, that 
might assist in discouraging private distillation, and not to be an injury to the 
revenue? — I do not, without a diminution of the revenue. 

Then, without looking to the revenue, do not you think that a reduction of the 
•duty would reduce the evil ?— I do not think, unaccompanied with other measures, 
that it w’oukl. 

Do you not think that one licensed small still would have more effect in snp- 
pressiij‘’g illicit distillation, in its neighbourhood, iliau several excise officers would ? 

— That must depend a good deal upon the kind of excise officers employed ; 1 
think that it would have a very considerable effect, certainly. 

Do you think that in iltosc places where the potatoes are the principal, or are 
jilmost the only food of the inhabitants, the use of beer would or would not be 
injurious to their heallh ?— 'I'lnit is u medical question, as I conceive, and l am not 
competent to answer it ; I do not know whether there be any particular enmity 
between beer and potatoes. 

Were you ever in the South of Ireland ? — I have been so. 

Do you know that potatoes are generally the food of the people there?— 1 
believe so. 

Jkxander Sicxeavt, Esq. M. P. again Examined. 

YOU have -said, that you served the necessary notices upon those tenants who Akxatulcr Skwmi, 
have not any leases from me, and who brought fines_ upon a townland by stilling 
privatelv, in order to dispossess them; what effect have those notices hud upon 
those teiumli; ; have they had any good or bad effect?—! am not aware that those 



J'.sq. 
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Jtcxmkr Slcxiwf, tpiimits luive since transgressed; Imt I received a letter Trom hnino, infonnin^ 
nic tlmt (here were three tines struck upon a towuhmd of iiiine, and ilmt on tho 

V — -- V./ ' tenmits of tluil lownland being asked hmv that caiiu- alnjiil, (he oidy acfouijL tlicv 

gave was, that there were three stills bruuglit ifoiu Cloghonnelly, aiul lodgeil i’u 
lhal: townUuid of luinc. 

Were those working' stills r— The letter docs not specify inori' than I have 
.already related; it docs not speeily cither the name of the luuidand, nor anv inor<'. 

Was this since you gave the notice to ilio tenants to cpiit r — It was ; and since 
I left home to attend Parliament. 

Are those the three fines you formerly gave notice of, or tire they new ones? — 
They arc new ones. 

’When did you receive that letter r — About four or five day.s ago. 



Arthur French, Esq. a Member of the Committee, E.xamined. 



Afdnir French, YOU arc acquainted with the county of Uuscominou ? — I am. 

■ ' Do you know wbcllicr illicit distillation has prevailed tit all in tliat county ? I 

know iluit it has, particularly in the boggy parts and uionniuins. 

Arc you acquainted with the circuinslancc, of wliellier any fines have been 
imposed upon towulands, in consequence of illicit distillation? — I am; and 
know they nave been imposed, and to a vast extent. 

What is your opinion, then, of the operation of that law in that county ? My 

opinion is, that to a certain degree it has engaged the gentlemen of ilic eoiiniy 
in a system of putting it down ; but I know that it has jjrcKluecd general diseon'- 
tentin the minds of those not concerned in it, from people luiving" been made to 
pay parts of the fines, and in other respects, although they be resiiocUible tenants. 

Then you know of cases where people, who are innocent in your opinion, have 
suflerctl under tliis Act? — I do; 1 know one particular case on iny own csta'e, 
where there was no still found upon the townlam!, and where that lownland was 
qbliged to pay a fine for one found upon another. 

Was there a part of a still, or any thing else ? — The faert is, tlu! road divitled 
two lines of houses apparently like a village ; die gauger made a seizure u])on one 
side of the road, which was part of a certuin townluml, and yet tlic gauger served 
his notice upon a man resident uuon the other side of the road, in another 
townland; he entered his name in his notice, and where the imm actually lived, 
as if he had actually made the seizure upon that townland. Tlu; man served with 
the notice came to me a clay or 'two before tlie assizes, and be told me he was 
served with this notice; I told him that he must go to the assizes, ami make a 
defence; and that by proving' that he ‘die! -not reside 'upon the townland wliere ilm 
still was found, that he would be able to defeat the fine : Tliis ho (xanplaimal oL 
as being hard, as'it would be very expensive to him to make such a defence : I 
told him, although it should cost that, yet tlmt the inevitable coiisnjiicnce woulil 
be a fine. ^ He did take a defence ; He went there, never having been enneerued 
in any distillation ; that I know ; ami he went UjiCiii ilu; (able lo orovc ilmt lie 
did nut live at all where the seizure was made; when an objeciinu was made liy ilu* 
the Crown solicitor upon that side, tlmt he was the actual' person himself wlurliad 
been served with the notice, and consequently was not a com|ict(‘nt witness, as 
being interested inavetiding the fine: The man said, that every one in the court 
knew that be never lived there. He was liowcvcr put oil' 'the table as an incom- 
pclent witness ; atid the result was, that, not having another witness vetidy tit 'the 
minute, (he fine was 'laid upon that townland : llc'was turiu’d out, and his town-' 
land was obliged to pay the fine. I did all 1 could myself to get it rectified, and 
iiever could get it taken oil’. ' 

. Then an inhabiVunt is not allowed to be a witness, bcrtiusc iic is savin'^ 
bimselt ?— T Uikc it that an inhabitant, being the actual person himself, was iuokcvl 
upon as liavini^ sudi a benefit in his own testimony, that he was not a competent 
witness ; but the fact is, the still was scized iipon another lownland. 

In what year was this fine imposed ? — I cannot say, hot I tliiiik it is hetween 
these two or tliroc last years, for when 1 left liome I was not iircoaretl for this sort 
or business. 



Are you aware tliat m tlie year 1814 an Act was passed, of wliicli tlic folIowiiiK 
IS part ot .a clause and provision ; “ And that in all trials on informations wliieh may 
be raverseil under tins Act, no inliabitant of any parish, place, district or division, 
shall be deemed an meompetent witness on account of Ids being, or being supposed 

' to 
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to be interested, as lui iuhabitiml^ in the event of such trial?”— I was not aware 
of that provision of lire haw. 

Are you aware tliat since Ure townland fine system has been revived, an 
inhabitant has been made by law a competent witness? — I was not till that Act was 
shown me- 

Do you know of any other instances which you consider oppressive ? — I know 
of other instances which I consider as very great oppression : I know an instance 
where a fine was laid upon a townland, and not collected before the assizes prior 
to March last, the ensuing assizes, when the collector was strongly reprimanded, 
iuid his fees I believe were stoj)ped, for not having collected his money; he sent out 
his deputy, with an officer and a part of the army, without a warrant, and people 
finding that there was no warrant, said that they would not let their cuttle go; the 
consequence was, that they fired upon the people, and wounded a boy upon the 
high road. 1 also know that prior to the establishment of this Act, stills were 
working in an island in a lake; the revenue officers contrived to get in, and 
I believe they found five or six stills at work ; the difficulty of ascertaining what 
parisli and what townland, and so forth, this was in, brought on the result, which I 
will tell you, namely, that the Judge laid a fine upon eimer six or seven parishes 
adjacent to the lake, and he that had property had to pay a pai-t of that fine. 

When was that? — That was some year's back. 




How many years ? — I cannot exactly say. 

Can you form any opinion as to the number of years back when this occurrence 
took place ? — I cannot, but it is a matter of notoriety in the county of Sligo. 

Can you state generally that many instances have occurred where a great 
body of innocent men have suffered under this Act ?--I know another case, which 
I will state to you : I know that part of an extensive farm was out of lease ; a very 
respectable gentleman held one half, and the other was out of lease : the high 
constable, \^io had the collection of the fines, came to the herdsman upon the 
land, and told that he had agreed for the part that was out of lease; and the 
high constable also told him, that he wished to continue him as his servant, 
but that he had learned that he understood private distillation very well,_ and that 
he would send him the means or material for making some whiskey ; he did so ; tfic 
still was seized, and that high constable distrained upon the other gentleman 
who had half the farm, and nc actually distrained his cattle for that fine; this 
was brought before the grand jury of Roscommon, the high constable was 
dismissed, and the man reported to the Judge. 

Had the gentleman any knowledge of it at all?— No ; he offered to declare upon 
oath that he had no knowledge of it, and that it was a trick of the individual. 
When was this ?— About four years ago ; 1 do not recollect the year. 

Do you know any other instances of oppression? — I have known several others. 
What do you conceive to be the expense that a man is put to in making his 
defence, to prevent a fine coming upon the townland under this law ? — I sent for 
the attorney who did business for me, and I complained of the expense, and he 
satisfied me that it was necessary for me to pay five guineas and a half for the 
defence. The traverse is made by an attorney, who in the first instance must 
pay to the clerk of the Crown, for receiving the travei-se, a sum of one guinea, 
to a guinea and a half; he must also employ a counsel; and I suppose the rest is to 
00 fm- his preparation for the defence, and the expense of attending thereon. 

Do not you believe that of the number of individuals that are subjected to these 
fines the majority are innocent of any knowledge of thatoffence that has brought 
the fine upon the townland ?— J believe the majority who pay the fine are innocent 
of the individual charge that causes that fine; I believe some know of it, but 
tiiat tbe majority are innocent. 

By innocent, do you mean ignorant?— I mean ignorant of that going on at 
the time, because I had the inhabitants of several villages coming m to me to be 

'’^AgaS'wffiat ^ being concerned in private distillation; they came 

forward voluntarily to be sworn as to their having no knowledge of it. 

But they did not all swear that they would give information of it if they found 
it was carried on ? — Some did. 

Did any of them ever give you information ?— They did. 



490. 
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Sabbat i, i° die Jmii, 1 8 1 G. 

Tile Right Honourable Sir GEORGE FITZGERALD IIILI., Thirt. 
in the Chair. 



Anhur Chichester, Esquire, M. again Examinctl, said, 



SUBSEQUENT to my having heard from Sir George Hill, in 1814, t 
hination existed amongst the illicit distillers in the (listri<a of Urris, in i 



Dun, JFihb Webber, 
Esq, 



, that a 00m- 

- - , -.1 the baroiiY 

I of innishowen, I inquired relative to the iact irom Mr. Dogherlv, who is ageiii 
for Mr. Charlton’s properly in that district, who informed me, llmL he did not 
know of any such combination by oath among tlie distillers or strangers wlio arc 
going on witli that practice in the district, but that tlierc were several guns among 
iliem ; that some had been bought at llie auction of Mr. Cliarlton, and some liad 
been obtained at the wreck of the Saldanlia Frigate, in Lough Swilly: I exhorted 
him to use whatever iiilluence he had in getting tlie tonantry to banisli those 
strangers from the place, fctliiig liim that they would go ofl'anrl leave the inhahit- 
ants subject to the fines, and ilicn laugh at tliem. He mentioned to me, that lie had 
advised the inhabitants of Unis not to encourage tlie strangers among them ; 
I asked liini what advanuige they could have by it ; he told me, that llie” nlv ad- 
vantage he knew was, that the people who received and harboured tliem got in 
return the benefit of the grains, or residue of what was used in the prnclfcc of 
distilling, for the use of their cattle, and he appeared to me to be very anxious to 
endeavour to persuade ilie tenantry to dismiss the strangers who had come into 
XJrrl?. 

What is the name that Mr. Dogherty is best known by in Innishowen ?— 
Neil Shane. 

How near to the entrance of Unis does Neil Shane live About tliree quarters 
of a mile. ^ 

Ls not Neil Shane supposed to be a very wealthy man ?— He is, for his situation 
in life. 

Is it not supposed that Noil Slianc has made a great proportion of his fortune 
by grinding the illicit malt of the coumiy for the private distillers ? — ’I'lnit being 
a matter of belief, I do not iliink I have a right to criminate a man upon it. 

Have you any doubt that Neil Shane hi\» made a considerable part of his 
property by that practice?—! have heard so; and I have reasonable groumis 
to think it is the case. ° 

Is not NeiL Shane a person who possesses a very extensive influence over the 
inbabitautry of a considerable proportion of Innishowen; and would not his 
advice given be very likely to be followetl ?— He i.s a man very much respected 
by them,, as far as I know; being agent for several properties there, I ctmsider 
that the influence which follows an agency would attend his. 

Has this person that yon have been giving testimony of; that influence in Innis- 
liowcn, that il he was to desire and to direct the people not to diaii), would i 1 m'\- 
quit it?— I do assure the Committee, I do not believe lie lias. 

Wiwti.s the name of tlie gentleman that Sir Jolm Stewart alluded to in tlie 
House of Commons, as having suflered so much ; is it not ClmvlioiK and is not 
Ins property in Urris f — I apprehend I liave already said so. 

Do- you not know him to be the person Sir .lolm Stuart alluded to ?— I believe 
he IS. 

Daniel 11 ehh Webber, Esquire, a Member of the House, Examined. 

WITH whatpai^ of Ireland are you best acquainted ?-I am best acquainted 
tvitb tlie comity ot S igo, and have a toicrnble geiiciiil ioioivledgc of the iiioviiice 
of Coiinaught, Irom having gone the circuit there for iiiiiiiy yeSrs. 

Have yoii, in your experience in that province, anil pai ticiiiarly in Sligo made 
any observations upon the efleet of the law for lining town-lands for iillmt distil- 
ation f--Ihe experience I liuve, vvliicli applies to the province at largo, is confined 
Slito experience 1 have is confined to the county of 

distillation prevailed imioh in that province, or in that comity narti- 
1 daily ?_Certaiiily it has prevailed very coiisidcriilily ; it did prevail verveon- 

iiieri'ie^’ TirT* ‘"l •‘"*i before, and it lias liad a renewed 

!" 1 I ’,1 >be last two years. I would further say, in explanation, 

as to liotli divisions ot lire experience 1 liavc had, that certainly tdiere wai^not near 
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po nnicli of illicit distillation in tliat part of Ireland that I liave Icnomi, previous to i>cn. If^ebber ■ 
tlie coactinent of these laws imposing still-fiiics, as there has been since. J^ss(. 

Then this law of itself ha.s not had the effect of putting it down f— How far that ^ 

oflect was connected with the law I will not pretend to say ; bat I consider myself 
as speaking under the same sort of precision as if I was upon oath- m-evioiis to 
that Act, there was nut any thing like, the prpportion of illicit distillation iiuhe 
country that there has been since. 

Have you known of any indiviclual sufferings, that you thought severe suffer- 
ings, inflicted on persons by the operation of this Imv ?— Yes, 1, have seen it at a 
distant time; 1 have seen some instances Unit were quite heart-rendiiio-; 1 have 
seon the substance of an entire family sold for a fine for a delinquency, ?ii which 
1 believe, tliey had as little pan as I liad myself. ’ 

Ftotn your going that circuit you must see the effect of this law in every town ? 

— \ had a still greater experience ; for some years I acted as assistant barrister of 
ilic county, at the time that those fines were levied under decrees of sessions, ami 
certainly 1 there witnessed, for the first time, a considerable increase that tlie 
]n-actiee seemed to have had; and in the situation I held was sliocked to a very 
great degree at the great increase that it gave' to very loose swearing, possibly ■ 

1 might coll it pcijiiry. \ 

The obvious efiect of that is demoralizing the people, is it not?— I think, as to 
that, that it has had a double effect; it Ii.as very much increased alightness as to the 
consideration of the obligation of an oath, among those wlio are more or less con- 
cerned either in the support or in the defence of such prosecutions; and I am very 
sorry to say, that among those of a better description it has raised a spirit con- 
siderably hostile to the govcmineiit of the country. 

AViiy do you think it has raised that spirit among those of a better description ■ 

— 1 protest it appears to me the subject almost answers itself; but I niii vci-y' 
willing to state it; the natural consequence of seeing the delinquencies of one imm 
levied penaly on another, to the extent, nearly, if not to the entire of his property 
sometimes. 

You mean on the innocent party? — Yes; and the open and avowed Violation 
of a first principle of justice, which, by such an act, they attribute to the .govern-’ 
nieiit of their country ; considering also, as they do, tliat that is for the object of 
raising revenue, and not for one of a more important nature. 

Prom your observation, can you give the Committee any sound opinion whctlrar 
you I'hii'ik the revenue oflicers in your county do their duty fully; whether it. is' 
their wisli or intc'rest lo ])til down this pracLice.'' — For the last two years or move 
.1 liave not had much immediate experience myself, not having been much in the- 
country, going only occasionally there. 1 have heard a good cliaracter of most of 
the ollicers that have been immediutely employed about the cminLy of Sligo, where' 
my residence is; but i liave heard that they were very active, as was their duly, in 
discovering any traces of the practice that would entitle tliem to raise fines; 'tliat 
some of them iiad by that means become possessed of large sums of money, from- 
being in a state of poverty before; and 1 have known, lluit notwithstanding the 
greatest vigilance the people could use, still the practice went on on their estates, 
ami even in tlieir neighbourhoods;, and I myself am an instance of that. 

You, of course, as a gentleman of the county, would lend your aid to put any 
law ia force wliilc it was a law ? — Upon my word I did, from the commencement, 
as i’ar as cxposlnlation and entreaty could go with persons merely connected by 
being neighbours; and among my own tenants I did vise every influence that a 
Imidlorcl could use, and perliaps went beyond tliat. 

Can vou say yon were successful in those cflbrts; did you put it down 
entirely ? — I do not know but that some success might follow ; as the success was 
preventive, I cannot say to what extent it went; biu 1 know in some instances, 
and in very remarkable instances, I totally failed, and that on my own. ])roperty, 
notwithstanding, as I mentioned before, every exertion which a landlord should 
use, and more than he whs quite justifiable in, and notwithstanding a steward of 
verv considerable ability, and, 1 believe, great fidelity. 

Have any of those fines fallen on yourself? — Yes ; when I say on myself, they 
only consequentially came ou myself; a farm which consists of about 240 acres, 
within two miles of me, which is very much under-let, I have not been able to get 
any rent from, from paying still-fines, nolwitlistanding the greatest care Land my 
steward could take to prevent it; at least the tenants came and swore that it had 
been carried on by a person who had got possession of a little hut on it without 
their knowledge, and voluntarily offered, and 1 suftered them to do so; to take 
oaths befoi'e me, lo use' every means in their power to prevent it; still I know it. is 
vGi'v doubtful whether they have been able, or will be able, to ‘cfl'cct_thp obligaiiou 
they hav« imjvosed on themselves. 

Do 
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Dd they pay any fines, or share of fines ?— I suppose tliey did; but I protest 
r am not quite certain ; I know they made that un excuse for not paying rent. 

Do you not consider the practice of illicit distillation as a great political evil, ns 
well as an offence against the revenue laws? — Indeed I do. 

Do not you consider that it induces in its consequences groat destruction of the 
peace and morality of the couiury ? — 1 do ; and that is one of the objeciions that 
1 have to these acts, inasmuch as it has increased it so much. 

Do you believe that it would be possible to restrain the pracLico of illicit distil- 
lation in Ireland within moderate bounds, except by severe laws ofsonuMl.-scnption 
or other ?— I do not believe it would ; particularly having advanced to such excess 
as it has at present. , a 

Are the illicit distillers, in the county of Sligo, generally men oi any substance ? 
—I dare say they are of different descriptions, but 1 cannot speak so pai iicularly ; 

I do believe it more frequently happens that they arc not men of any substance, 
but that they come in upon the possessions of others, under various induccmeuls, 
and sometimes without their knowledge, sometimes with ; but in general, that the 
persons who are the perpetrators of this, are the persons who are least likely to 
suffer by the fine. „ ■ . ..i . 

Do you believe that these persons distil generally on ilieir own account, or tliat 
they are employed by the farmers of the country ? — 1 cannot state a strong beliet ; 
but I can mention what I have heard froui very intelligent aiid sagacious people, 
to whom I am disposed to give credit, if it is the wish ol the Committee. 

State it ?— They think that sometimes they are under the influence, or in collu- 
sion with farmers, who possess the property ; but it is certainly their ojiinioii, that 
they are much oftener in collusion with the revenue officers, and it is my opinion 
too;. the officers derive a considerable profit from it, and have accumulated large 
fortunes, sometimes, from the fines. 

Do you think that a system of ])rosecuting the individuals concerned for tlm 
misdemeanor, would conduce as efiectualiy towards restraining the pmcticc, us 
the system of fining the town-lands ?— Under the excess> and the daring spirit tliai 
the long prevalence of the practice has created, I do think that a system of 
criminal procedure must be very strong indeed which could have that effect ; but 
I tliinjc that it might be so managed and adapted as to produce it. 

Do you think that the punislimcnt of iinprisoniaent, of from one to three months, 
of the individuals concerned, would of itself be sufficient to destroy or materially 
to check the practice? — My notion is that it would not; that it would be only 
adding one principle of ilemoraliziition to another, and perhaps worse ; I do not 
think, that any system of punishment, short of transportation of the offender con- 
cerned, would liave that effect, and that I think would have the effect ; but I will 
mention what has, occurred to me as the objection to that; that impunity for want of 
prosecution would frequently occur ; and how a sufficient vigilance could be faitii- 
fully and honestly exercised, in order to bring the delinquent to punishment, I am 
not certain..; and 1 rather think, under the excessive suffering that the gentry of 
the country have experienced, they would give every aid to it; but those who 
know the distant parts of Ireland must know’, that from the unfortiinaie circuin- 
stahees of it, gentry are so thinly dispersed over it, as not always to be able to 
exercise sufficient vigilance ; in some large districts you cannot get a person 
qualified for.the situation pf a magistrate, or for a place of public trust. 

Istlie practice of illicit distillation, in the county of Sligo, coulinetl to tiie mouQ- 
uiinous districts.^ — It was, at the early ])criod I have mentioued; but since this 
system of law has taken place, it has made it so very profitable a thing to persons 
differently circumstanced, that it is uow in all parts of the country. 

Do you mean that the law which imposes fines upon town-lands has made it 
extremely profitable ? — 1 think it has, to the distillers ; and it has raised an indirect 
interest in persons to encourage the practice, the persons who have an interest in 
levying the fines being supposed to be in collusion with the ])crsons who are the 
cause of their being inflicted. I h.ave been inlbrmed, from authority that 
1 believe, that it has been the practice to say, you may distil to a ecrtaiin amount, 
that shall well cover all your expenses and put a large jwofit in your pocket, and 
then, when your stiff is almost worn out, it will be sufficient to entitle me to my 
fine; I'have heard that exists, but I do not know it. 

Should you not suppose that such practices may rather have existed in a few 
solitary instances, than in such numbers as to be cited for a fair illustration of the 
habits of the revenue officers? — 1 am very I'ar from saying it is the habit of the 
revenue officers; I do believe, from the inforimition i have had, that although 
not the actual habit of tire revenue officers, yet that it has prevailed to a very 
considerable extent; but I must qualify what I have said,. in saying still that 
1 take this from the information of persons whose sagacity and truth I have an 
opinion of, and not from any knowledge of my own. 

But 
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BuL yon believe ii ? — 1 nm (lisi)osecl to believe it. 

Is it really your own opinion, that so large a proporlion as even one twentieth 
of the informations iliaL Iiave been laid have been Ibuuclcd on sueh collusion ? — 
J protest I do not know how to answer that ; but from from what I have heard, 
I shouitl suppose it very frequently exists, and I can say no more than that on the 
subject. 

At wbat period do you suppose that the practice of fining town-lands was first 
introduced? — I should tliinic about seven years ago; I particularly know it was 
about the period when my ill health obliged me to go into the country. 

Do you think that the illicit distillation had began rapidly to increase prior, or 
subsequent to that period ? — 1 know it increased in the country about me subse- 
quent to that period, so as to excite my astonishment ; before that time I did not 
know where any such still was ; 1 knew there were some; but since that time they 
are all about me. 

D<i you believe that such increase has taken place in consequence, or in spile of 
the systcni ol' fining town-lauds ? — In defiance of the system of fining town-lands 
it certainly has increased ; and I really, from what I have seen, must believe, that 
thatexiraordinary increase was in some way connected with some fault of principle 
in thesysicm. 

Are the Committee to colled then that it, is, on the whole, your opinion, that 
the fining town-lands actually lias a tendency to increase the offence? — If really 
is ; and 1 would also add, that 1 do think it'has the effect of jiroducing mischief 
very far from any thing that can be iinmodiately connected with the injurious use 
of spirits; that is conscientiously my opinion. 

J)n you recoiled a period of two yvixrs and a half, commencing in l8io, during 
which the system of fining the town-lands was discontinued ? — Ido; and it strikes 
me as a curious illustration altogether ; before the system of fining towivlands at 
all originated, as I staled before, there was very little private distillation, as fat as 
my experience extended; after the system of fining the towu-kiuls, it certainly 
iHcrcascf! for some time, and then was very considerably cbcckcd, when it was re- 
moved altogether; in the interval that has been mentioned, it certainly then rose 
again with renewed vigour, and since it has been imposed a second time, 1 do 
think tiiat that has continued unabated. 



JDan. Webb Wehhtr, 




What then should you suppose would be the consequence if the system was to 
he once more diacouti'mied?—! think, if the system was to be discoutimicd alto- 
‘rethcr, without substituting in its place some very strong criminal enactment, it 
would have very mischievous effects. 

Doyou not think it would have specifically the same effect that it had before, 
namely, the increase if illicit distillation?— If you mimed increasi' from the present 
lime, 1 tliink it scarcely could have the effect; for, as far as my experience goes, it 
is nearly at as great a height as it would have any encouragement to extciiil to ; but 
1 musi mention, also,aiurther principle that very much promotes it, and that is the 
very high price of spirits that have been lawfully distilled ; and the very great 
pressure of the mall tax, and the low price of grain, certainly has a very material 
effect that way; ;md in the part of the country 1 have e.xperience of, u anscs from 
this, that there are but three or four persons who arc-licenscd for distilleries and 
breweries; ibc consequence is that they have the market entirely in their power; by 
combination they keep their price down to a rate as low as 1 have heard it was above 
forty years ago, and consequently, I believe, not sufticieiU to pay any rent, and, 
J believe, not quite sufficient to pay the expense of cultivating; and ihat, compared 
with the profits that they can derive from illicit distillation, is a very considerable 
motive to it. „ , 

Are you really of opinion that the practice ot illicit disullation is aheady so pie- 
valent in Ireland, that there is hardly any room for its increase?— 1 can only speak 
to a small district of Ireland; but i reidly think there is sem'cely room tor Us m- 
cvease, in this point of view, that it already uirmshes as much as mere can well be 
a consumption for; so that there can be no motive for int;rease. 

Arc you aware that there are now upwards of six millions of gallons clistilled, 
which are consumed in fredand, and which pay a duty to the State ot above one 
million and a half sterling ?— I was not aware of the quantity so distilled, but 
1 had a general notion that it was sufficient to be productive ot a very cotisuierabJc 



Doyou not think that so great a consumption as has been here pointed out, 
might afford a large field for the e.xtension of the speculations o the illicit dis- 
tillers ?~:lt would scorn so, certainly; but 1 think tliat might be met by re- 

^"is'Tt^not at least possible, that the amount of private distillation might be 
cvU'iided, by at least six millions of gallons annually; and inducing a piopoilion- 
ate loss of rtivemie ?— The suggestion of these tacts makes me apprehensive that 
1 was incorrect in the opinion L tofined. 

S 
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Is there a licensetl distillery in the town of Sligo i— There is a very eoiisidcrablc 
one- but whether it is a distillery in operation at present, I do not know, tor 
I uiidersland that it has been fre(]ucntly sus|)ciuled, tVmn dillerem revenue regula- 
tions, that occasionally encourage and oecasionally discourage tlu; piopnetors. 

Cm you recollect whether the principal suspension to which you aihuU-, of the 
working of that distillery, did not take place at the tune ol the susnensum ol the 
fining fystem in i8i i ?— I really do not know ; I rather think that the disulh-ry i. 
a late erection ; 1 am not certain whether it was so distant as that. 



If it should appear that the distillery at Sligo had worked lor the purposw of 
supplying that country with legal spirits during the time when the tornier law, mi- 
posmg fines, was in operation ; that its working was suspciuled during the period 
that the operation of the law was suspended, and that its working was resumed 
and eoutinued since that law was re-enacted, would you still adhere to the opinion 
that the suspension of it was owing to the revenue regulations, and not to ilie 
suspension of the law ?— 1 think those facts would be very strong against niy 
opinion, but I must mention that 1 was misunderstood; I did not give it us luy 
opinion that that was the cause under which the suspensions took place, but my 
opinion was grounded upon different comimmications which the inoprietor of this 
distillery occasionally made to mo; and I do recollect that at one time he coui- 
plained most heavily of private distillation interfering with him, aiul at other 
times he not only complained most heavily ol what hi* cnlled llu? cji[)riee ol the 
revenue regulations, hut he endeavoured to make use ol any iiileiesi I might have, 
in explanation to the commissioners, to assist him in any diilicukies Uiey im- 
posed on him. • , ri VI 

Did he assist your explanations by explaining those caprices? — lie did; but 
I was so uninterested in tliem they are quite out of ray recollection ; I only recol- 
lect the result, that there was great versatility in the persons who regulated those 
matters. 

Are you not of opinion that the continued operation of that distillny at Sli^o 
must be affected by the competition of illicit distillation in the counlry f — No 
doubt ; and to a very injurious degree in the conuueneenient, as I understood 



from the proprietors. 

Do you not believe that that distillery manufuclurcB a considerable quantity ol' 
spirits which are now consumed in the Sligo district? — I have heard so; and 
I must also add, that I have heard an universal complaint of what some call 
distillery whiskey, and what others call Darliamciit whiskey, being miwholcsoinc to 
a degree almost deleterious, while what is familiarly called private whiski'y, was 
both wholesome and palatable. 

Do you not believe that that opinion, whether mistaken or not, contributes as 
much to the increase of illicit distillation, as the operation of the town-land fine 
system? — I believe it contributes very considerably, but in what proportioH 
1 cannot say; I should not think so much as the other, for it only influences persons 
of a certain description, who, I am sorry to say, are not so numerous as I could 
wish, in the country. 

You have stated it to be your opinion, that the illicit distillation in the county 
of Sligo is got to so great a lieight that it docs not admit of any increase ; do you 
not think iTiat it would be increased in that district, in the full amount of the 



unwholesome spirits which would go out, of consumption if the town-hind fine 
system was removed ?--I do believe that the quantity of s[)irits made in that ilis- 
tillery, used in the part of the country that I best know, is so trifling as not lo 
be of great consequence to make an estimate about it. 

If it were proved lo you in evidence, that the quantity of legally distilled spirits 
in the Sligo district inthe last two years consumed, was upwards of a hundred and 
twenty thousand gallons, would you remain of the same opinion?— 1 should bu 
quite confident that a very small proportion of that was consumed in ili<; country, 
as far as my opinion goes. 



Would you be so confident in that opinion, if the quantity was permitted into 
the district from legal distilleries? — I cannot conceive a possibility of any thing 
like it being consumed. 

Would you continue as confident in your opinion, if that fact were proved to 
you ? — Then 1 would not give opinions of ininp. 

It is capable of proof? — Then I would modify my opinion according to the 
proof. 

You have stated the great increase of illicit distillation within the last two 
years; how is that known to yon ? — It is only known from the report of others • 
for, for the last three years, I have not been at any lime in continuance for a month 
in the country ; but in the time 1 have been there,! have seen instances wdiich 
have confirmed me in the belief of what I heard. 



Has the law, at present in existence for imposing fines on town-lands, been in 
existence more than three years ? — I cannot say; 1 have had my attention very 
49°' mucii 
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much drawn from that country for two or three years, and I have not attended Dan. Webb H'elber> 
much to those laws, except From their banclul effects. 

You have slated that the rc-cnactment of those laws have contributed mainly to 
the increase of illicit distillation?—! do believe that the system of lining has con- 
tributed to it, because, before the system of fining, I scarcely knew sucli a thing as 
a private still in tlic country, and since that they abound on all sides. 

Has the law existed more than three years? — 1 cannot tell; I have been much 
out of the country; and tlic law has been suspended and re-cnacted, and I have not 
particularly attended to it. 

Is the Committee to understand it to be your opinion, that the law imposing 
lines for the offence of illicit distillation, contributes to the increase of thatoftence? 

i protest it is my opinion, that, under all its regulations and consequences, 

it has had that effect ; 1 would give that belief on my oath. 

Have you not stated it to be your opinion, that the operations of the first laws 
which imposed lliose lines was, jirevious to their suspension, a great intemijilion to 
the progress of illicit distillation?— Yes, 1 stated this, that towards the dose of 
tlie period previous to the suspension, the practice was very considerably checked, 
and then it arose again in a very considerable degree during the suspension, and 
I think has continued so since. 

Then the result of those laws, when they were formerly enforcecl, was not the 
encouragement of illicit distillation ?— The whole system, taken from the beginning 
to end, I think, was the cause of the immediate suspension; if you separate it from 
the period before and after, certainly it is not. 

Have you not said, that previous to the suspension, the practice was consider- 
ably checked ?— It was the effect of those very severe (lenal laws towards the con- 
clusion of their operation ; I do believe the^ had that effect; but i am by no means 
Mrepfti-ed to say that the commencement of them, in that first stage, had not the 
effect of increasing the practice, which I am sure is the case, as they stand at 

Then those laws which might at first increase the practice, did, in your opinion, 
tend to diminish it before they were suspended ? Certainly. 

Have you any local knowledge of the county of Sligo since those laws v/eie re- 
enacted?— Since the year 1813, down to ihc present time, I have never been there, 
except for a few weeks at a time ; I have been a resident in this kingdom since that 
time, and ttie knowledge 1 have is derived from a near relation of mine, and the 
magistrates of the county. 

Tlicn vmi liiivo no Imowlctlgo, locnlly, of ihe operalioiis of tlioso j.™s since they 
were re-enacted '—Tnking the distinction between knowledge and belief, 1 have 
no actual knowledge ; I never saw a still at work, public or private; neither did 
the patties concerned ever make a disclosure to me which should give me a know- 

ledfre of tlic subicct. , ^ ' 

Your knowledge of the situation of the county of bhgo m those respects, since 
the laws were re-enaoled, is entirely derived from others ?— tnlirely ; and so it was 
while I lived among them, I may say. 

Are the Committee to understand you to speak _lo this effect ; that the result 
of the laws, before they were suspended, was the dinuniilion of illicit distillation, 
and that you have no local knowledge of their effect since they have been re- 
enacted, nor any, except what is derived from others ?— I have at no JJ^aje had 
any thin"- that in its technical meaning deserves the appellation of the teim 
knowledge; T have mot known it; 1 have heard, and believed, ai^ seen what 
h flneS 1 ‘‘avc had no knowledge, but l have had sufficient infoi- 

muiou to .nmind v.ny strong belief; imd 1 would relev to my former answer, m 
which I luive said tlmt the suspension ceruunly did cause a revival of dibtillation, 
wbich bad been very miieli suppressed by the o^xtreme seventy of the sysWm 
M'orc it was suspended ; but 1 must also add to that, as I dia before, hat before 
the system was enacted at all, there was mfimtoly less private distillation than 
there has been at any time since. 

Do won not believe that the system was first enacted by Parliament on acconnt 
of ih/Eveat extent of private distillation i— Possibly not ; I believe it atosc vety 
of Ibc gieal ex Parliament of riusmg a very considemble 



much Irom 
revenue 



tanrS, ;E;Se; W not before consider^ to be.so prod.icdve; 
burl am ignmant ’upon these" subjects ; I hiwe directed my views^y^httfo 



either in a legislative or political line during my life; my pursuits were p 
and what may belong to a couiKry gentleman. 

How do yon reconcile this 

ime, by its s'^venty, ol»rot«;_ 1 certainly cannot admit 



liouid upon its revival, operate as an encoiirageinenl f— 1 certamljy caimm £ 
it dUcc'iranco of opinion, and 1 am rather apprehensive, and indeed quite 



admit 

sure, 

that 
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tliat the conliniiancc ol' that view, on the part of the Committi'o most arise 
from the imlistinct manuer in which 1 have answered : 1 luxve aivt-adv said, thai 
1 know, before the enactment of those laws, liiere was mlimtoly less o the in;ac-licf 
than afterwards ; that while their severity pressed very much they had the eiieci ot 
suspending the practice; that when die laws were suspended the pmetiee was 
revived ; that when the law was revived again lire practice eonlimied. I rather 
think ihcmiseouception bf the Committee lias arisen troiii their resmulels con- 
fining all 1 have said to two periods, instead of taking the three pernnls wlneli 
have spoken to, the first enactment, the snspcnsion, and iherc-cnaciment. 

Do von at all attribute the increase of illicit distillation to the great auginenlation 
of the duties on legal spirits ?~No doubt that must have had an elleci. 

Do vou not think tlial such a reduction of the duties as would take nway from 
the great templation of distilling illicit spirits, would greatly tend lo put down the 
practice?—! am not certain; I think the practice has got to an extent now, 
that it would not put it down ; it might cheek it to some extent ; 1 believe a con- 
tinuance of the present laws will be fully as likely to desolate the country as Lo pm 
down the practice; and in my own opinion, I think nothing but very strong 
criminal laws will prevent it, and not then without they arc strongly enlorccd. 

Do you think that either the present system of fining, or any other tliat can be 
adopted, will be effective, unless it is aeeum[nniied bya rediicium ol dunes on llu' 
kgal spirits?— Yes, i should think it would; but 1 am very sure that :t reducliou 
to a certain degree, would very considerably assist strong measures ol pum^.lmcnl. 

Have yon any recolleclioii of the time when the great distilleries were cslablishyl, 
and the licences withdrawn from llic small stills ? — 1 Imve no reeolleetioii ot it 

bid you ever bear, or do you know that licences were withdrawn from the small 
stills at the lime the great ones were established ? — 1 have no knowledge on llie 

subject. . . , I , 1 

What effect do you think lowering the duly on spirits would produee ns to the 
consumption of spirits, in the districts which are not at present fixed with illicit 
distillation, and on the morals of the people in conseqiu nce ? — \iy c.vpevK'..n- docs 
notc’-tciul to any of those districts, and historically I do noi know wlure they 
are to be found ; but 1 really do believe, that such is the prevalence ol habit, 
and perhaps of original taste, that it must be a very high price iiidei'd lo [irevciU 
the use of them. . 

i)o you not think that having, in those places where illicit distiilntioii generally 
prevails, licensed small siilis, would be more elfectual than many c^eis<‘ ollicers 
could be m sii|)pi'essiiig tiuil practice ?— It has always occurrerl to me ihat it 
wouki be highly u^elul for that pur|)ose ; and that, alihough some revenue might 
be lost, a great deal would be acquired, and in an infinitely more satisfaetoiy and 
beneficial manner; but 1 am a very incompetent judge to speak on these 
subjects. 

Have you a house of residence in tlie county of Sligo ? — Yes, 1 have. 

Cun 3 ’ou now, in your absence, or could you, wlu’u at 3 'our liouse in tlie county 
of Sligo, be sure, during the course of almost any night, ol being able lo elude, 
or save yourself from the liability to pimishment by fine, lor a part or aiqj' iulugc 
of a still being put on your ground, or even in your house, by a revengelui tenant, 
or an offended servant, in coiijunclion with an cxei.se olHccr?— I recollect an 
instance where I was so subjected to a fine, but not iroin aii\' sjiiiiL ol rcvi.'iige, 
within a quarter of a mile of my own properly ; part of my domain being in tliat 
town-laud, I was made liable, anti diti [lay purt of a fine, which certainly every 
vigilance of mine and my servants would have been directed to prevent. 

Do you not suppose that any extensive system of prosecutions carried on against 
individuals for the misdemeanor of illicit disiillalion, would evcritually give I'i.-x* to 
as much perjury in their defences upon their trials, as the present .system of lining 
town-lands r— By no means; for every one on the town-land is inicrebicd in 
defending the fine, and J'ow interested in clei'emliug the criminal. 

Had you been itifonucd distinctly, before you came here to be e.v.'imined, the 
dilVereot years in which the town-land fine SYSlem liacl been enacted and sas- 
pciidcd? — ! never have, to this moment. 



Arthur French, Esquire, a Member of the Committee, again E.vamiiieJ. 

Arthur French, ON E of the cases you have mentioned alliuicd to a fine which was imposed 
Rsq. upon several parishes adjoining to a lake, in an island ot which illicit distillatioti 

> was carrying on? — Yes. 

Do you recollect in what year that fine was imposed ? — I do not, exactly ; it was 
some years buck; three or four years, 1 think. 

You do not recollect whether it was under the present law r— I believe it cmiM 

not 
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not be under tlic modified law, because the power of fining parishes is done away 
by that; as far as my memory serv.es it was laid upon the parishes, consequently, 
I suppose, it was prior to the present Act. 

You are aware that there is now no power of imposing the fine upon the 
parishes ? — I believe only in case the town-lands cannot be defined. 



/Irt/iur Freno/i, 
E:f. 



What distance is the islandin Lock Gore from the shore?— I cannot exactly 
tell; but I believe it is a goocldistance. 

Is it a mile, or halt a mile ? — I dare say it is above a quarter of a mile in the 
winter. 

Is it not ii matter of perfect notoriety that illicit distillation was carried on. 
there ? — It was a matter ot notoriety, certainly, at the ti me. 



Would not it be absolutely impossible, from theveiy circumstance of its being 
carried on in an island so near the sliore, to conceal the effect of illicit distillation 
being carried on there ? — I should presume it could be seen ; they continued for 
a considerable time to work ; at last a part of the army was got, and a gauger, and 
a boat was going off to give information, and it was brought to by a musket from a 
part of the infantry, and a man wounded. 



How many stills were found there? — I think there were six or seven caught at 
work at the time. 

Have you any general idea of the size of the island ? — I have not. 

About a quarter of a mile round ? — It is a large island in that lake I take it ; 
1 never was in the island. 



In what way do you suppose the distilleries working on that island were supplied 
with corn or malt? — By a boat, 1 suppose. 

Not from the com grown on the island ?— No. 

Could they be so supplied without the knowledge of the adjoining districts ? — 
It, is really not very easy to answer that, because complaints have come to me of 
rlistillations being carried on in islauds in that lake, in spite of the owners of those 
islands. 

Without their knowledge? — No; but contrary to their wish there me a few 
boats upon the Lake, and consequently it throws the power of those into the 
hands of a few individuals uho own the boats. 



- Do you conceive it possible that a supply of com for six or eight stills could be 
transported from the shore to the island without the knowledge and connivance 
of tlie people of the surrounding districts? — Ido, because I know that it is the 
practice to bring corn from one extremity of the Lake to the other; that the 
people living extremely low down will row it up to a distant isle, and those con- 
cerned in the boats are the persons having the knowledge of it ; the people living 
about that part of the Lake may be quite ignorant of the parties doing it. 



Ltmd!, (Ik Junii, 1816. 

The Right Honourable Sir GEORGE FITZGERALD HILL, Bart.* 
in tlic Chair. 



The Honourable ,hwm HereitI, called in, and Examined. 

>'OU are a Commibsioner of Excise in Ireland ?— I am. 

Have you not been j)articularly employed in the north of Ireland in carrying James tJemtf. 
into execution the laws against illicit distillation ?— I have. ■ ■■ ■ 

At what period ?— I was sent down to the county of Donegal in May 1815, by 
order of the Lords Justices, and remained there till some time in July; 1 had some 
previous knowledge of the county of Donegal. 

Will you have the goodness to alTord to the Committee the information which 
your official situation and local knowledge has enabled yon to procure of the 
gciiei-al stale of illicit distillation in Ireland .^—Before I was a Commissioner of 
Fjxcise Iwas in the county ot Donegal when the town-land fines were in operation, 
in the year 1800, and at that time 1 remarked the progress that had been made in 
suppressing illicit distillation by that system, and I have frequently heard it remarked 
in that county since, by gentlemen of more local knowledge than inyseli, tlifitifthe 
•system of fining town-lands had then been continued, much greater progress would 
• have been made in suppressing the illicit traffic than has been made by any other 
490. T attempt; 
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■iltcnmt- I went to tliot county in llio comue of Inst year I found tlint illicit 

di-tilliUion liiul imioli inereiiscd in every litirt ol die emmuy, eseept a cunsidcudile 
™;,tio,i of die luirony of Un|,i.oc, nearly the wliolc ol tlic lummy ot Turlin, and 
tlic parish of Fawn, in the liiiruny ot lunishowen i ooncoivcd n my duty, loi the 
iiilbrmatiim of uiv eollcnoucs ami of Ills Majesty s govennnrni, to ninlsc iniiuny 
to what ciutscs this difference could l)c attnhuted ; and 1 immd that the high coii- 
sliihles of the hiiroiiy of Rophoc ami Tiiilui had exerted thoinsclvcs to a leiisoiinblc 
dc"TCC in collccliiig the towii-laml lines ; iind 1 a so loiiml, t iiit lliough the high 
"stable of the Imrony of Iniiishowen had much neMccted Ins duty, yet, that 
1- - to the exertions of two gentlemen in the |)iiriah ol Fawn, in that bar 



coni 

OWilJ; 



tlie rcvercii'I Mr. Spencor Kno”x, now the rector of the parisli, ami Mr. Peter 
lUaxwc'll, son to a cemlcihnn of couskleiable property in the juinsli, iiimiy fines 
had' been collected within that parish, and illicit disulhUion had been much sup- 
pressed in the other parts oF Inmshowcu ; it seemed to have mcrensed most ramdly, 
ami to be still increasins in a ran^e of mountains opposite to the walls ol 



inul to be still increasing in a range ot mountains opposite to luc wu*i» 
Denv wlvere the situation of many private disullenos was pointed out to me 
’ - 1C officers; and particularly it was stated to me, that an offGuder 

of Philip Until, living in the town-land ol Gotcomuigan, m lli<* 
.Momitaiu.s had constantly evaded the revemio olliccis, excontmg 
ivo instances, in which they had been enabled to Imle them- 
ihc nigiit, in a house on the otlicr side of the mountain, 



of the name 
llird’s Town 
ill one or t 
selves during 



lioin whicli 'thi’v could attack him at such time as he put Ins stil umm 
the fire; he wits enabled thus to frustrate their alLcmpls, because he had 
a i'ull view or the greater part of the road from Deriy to that town-mnd, 



ami therefore could luko uteaus of conveying away his sull whenever he had m- 
timivlion iliat a party was proceeding in that direction; as soon as the fiuea were 
collected from tliistown-luiul, the other inhabitants, imt ciigaget! in illicit distil- 
latiouK expressed their an.xicty to prevent the pruecedinj^s ol this ollemler, and 
. of another to whom they had given the nick^nanm ol Paddy the hmiiggle^^^ 

■ for this purpose, they themselves (leviscd a plan tor the seuznre of I hilip Lynclt s 
cattle which was cfVected, with their assistance, by the collector ot Btill nnes ; 
and subsequent to tluu, both lie and the olIut person whenu I have mentioned, 
ddivered their stil) into the stores of tlic collector ol excise at Derry, ami pai<( 
their proportion of tile Hues; niul in another town-land, almost adjoining to the 
one 1 have uieniionctl, illicit distillation also prevailed to a eonsuleiahie ih'grce, 
uml .iftiT they were obliged to |Uiy tbc Hues, tiiey formed ilioin.elvos mlo au as- 
sodiitioii for liie deteMloo of imy ilistillfrics wmeli miglu be SGI uj) lyitlim that 
town-land; ilic naiiie of the tusMi-laiul to which I allude is iskulueii ; inanothci 
town-land in that neighbournoo.l called Carrakeel, as soon as the fines had been 
•collected, a respectable funner of ihename of Donaldson, lodged iiilbrmatiou 
a'mhist two persons who were attempting to revive ihe system of distillation, and 
one of iheiii was convicted at tae assizes for the euiiuiy of Donegal, held 
in tlie summer of 1815; the people have frequently argued jn iny presence, 
that their being called upon to pay these lines, gave tliem a right to iiiterlere 
with the illicit practices of their neigkibours, wliich they did iiot c.aiceive 
they possessed previously to their bemg obliged to pay the.'se fines; at the 
time 1 speak of, there seemed to be a very general inipressiou tliro.igmuit ilic 
barony onmiishowcn, timi the system of illicit distillation must be ieluu]iiislied ; 
and there seemed a very general (ieteriiiiiiaLiun, among Lae inid.ilmg classes 
of fimners, to assist in its suppression, at the same time that many uf those 
persons who tlieu seemed detcnuineJ to .suppress illicit distillation, eoulessed 
that, at a former time, though they might not have been concerned acimilly 
in distillatioD, they had been concerned in malthig, or hi otlicr hrunches 
of the tvalfic. 1 have been informed, that iliere were tauiilics in tliat eou.iiy who 
had followoil no other business or employment i'or two or three gciievaiiuns th»n 
that of illicit dislillatioir; and I have been iiilbrtned, that the only property pos- 
sessed by those persons is their .still, which they carry about from phicc ui place, 
as' then- .-assisunce may he required, to convert the surplus barley of tho_ farmers 
into spirits.- 1 have been informed, that on such occasions, the owner uf the still 
has no property whatever in its produce or in the tmuoriai, anti that lie is merely 
V the servant or artizmi of the I'anner, wlio is the real owner, i have also been 
• informed, and have reason to believe, that when any of the rcputaiilc farmers 
employ an artizaii in this way, the other iiihahitants of tne town-laud oblige them 
to enter into bond to pay the fine, in case tliere should be a cletcccion ; m most 
t)f the eases in which the fines were paid in Iimishowcii, helween May and 
July 1815, L found that wherever they had nut much uccuinulatcd, the otienders 
wci-e' obliged' to pay the fine; 1 mean, by the oireiidcrs, the ow cm of the 
property, not the iraveiiiiig artizaii ; and 1 do not conceive that the penalties fail 
m'rtiany insiances, upon really innocent individuals, except where the people had 
been induced to continue the traffic for a considerable time, owing to the nogli- 
.:gcnce of the high contftable in collecting the fines, for as far as rny experience hu-s 
490. ■ gone, 
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wliercver the first fines have been promptly collectcil, illicit thstiilalion las 
rocei;■ed ^corres,.o^din^ check. When 1 went down to that country Inst spring or , 
sum I fonml that thcMiiarket upon the strand at Ihm.loble where t'-t bjdey 
ftoTthe co.uitv of Deny was bartered for the spirits ol Innishowen, had been 
removed in chnscqlience of placing the revenue cutter in the nver, anil ifie 
caablishinent of a burrnek there to Gi.lladtiir, and that ,t existed to as great an 
extent nearlv ns before. Subsequent to the lines being collected, I thought it my 
d„“ to nscellnin what clTeet their collection had had upon this market, and for 

this iiiirpose, L wrote to the reverend hlr. Moutgon.ery, the vector of one of l e 

oarislies of Movilic, to ascertain what was iis state; and he mlomied me, that 
?he market was not then held regularly us before, but they took their chance ol 
.such arrivals of spirits as might iiceidentally occur ; upon Inrthcr enqiiirj , foui d 

that in fact a sufiicient quantity of spirits was not supplied foi a regular inaiket , 

and in a siibseqncnt letter i?om (Sir, Montgomery, 1 received a slate,., ent of 
‘the ilHlcrcnt quantities sold on difleroiil days, whleh f 

1 also fdt It iiiv duty to make inquiry as to the efiect on the maiket to spiiits at 
Derry, and 1 foimil that illieit spirits rose subsequent to the collection of tlm 
to the best of my recollection, when I went to Deny illicit spin s sold lo 5 *. » 
eVfirf nor gallon, and ultimately they sold for its, or i is. 6d. 1 toniid al o that vhe 
n ice of‘torfoy had fafc a 'tioolot firoporuon. I called upon the 

iltent office make a return xo me of the quantity of spirits permitted ta, 
the licensed distilleries and also from the diftcrciu wholesale dealers, conceit 
0 7 "so a test Iw Wfo the efleel of the system of fining town-lands might 
beLl'iimtcd from t'hose official returns. 1 found ‘ 

mitced into iiarts ot liiniahowcn whci'c they h.xdnevei oi veiy < y - 

at DnWirno V in the possession of Mr, Hawthorne, chairman to the com- 
Tsdoners The collection oTthe still-fmes in Innishowen commeneed some time 
X he vth om in the month of May twenty-oM casks wereper- 

distliic^dcUvenffi^ 

liSorffitLdLU 

out 337 gal'ous. Being aiiMous i-espect to tlie then state of illicit distillation 

mediate ncig ibmiihom , “ - a’ , but he added, the innocent 

attempts made ‘iVr vl i i < cmlceivr he meint those who werq not 

people are too wntchhil (by w nc - , i .,iao received for me aiioliier 

■ vlerc lli by -‘I '"S soim hijS ^ part of his 

edihof June 1815, Hough ''XX e ,1 ,'s Have good liopes they 

lands, iVom dic coercive ineasures he ' “ ^ the e Iwe y prospect of llic.trade 
will not attempt the same f , ! ul; Carudcnagli. 

hemg shortly suppressed. 'f J. N p ^..„,*l,car, that illiciulistillation rs nearly 

,,!so mliulishowen, says, 1 believe, ho IX can ^ ^ 

at 1111 end 111 Ininshowcn. f was ‘"'“^....ifaiyiskcvsthl crossed from Innishowen 
the town of New Town, Limyadglhat t u wl skey stnleioss^^ 

to the Derry side of Loch boy c, the linfiic c- S j 

had done; 1,c says, for KoUv Ifoinl *0^* the ■trade, which 

whiskey were weekly brought in at Dal y ^ Bonifoble and Alagilligan, 111 
was so'loiig and so extensive y “"'‘X .^m^dd .1™ oothing had ‘’been done 
, harley^ mid spirits, was V 'p,Xer stated, tliat he was firmly o opinion,, 
I'ncrc for some v/ecks past., and lie 'they would have tlic, desired 

.if ,Lhc present measures were steruhly i>eis.sted m, tticy wo i ^ 
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The Hon. effect. It appears that the amount of fines imposed at the first assizes snbsetiuenc 
James Hewitt. to the re-enactment, was less than that at tiro second, and the second Jess tlian 

~ third, which I attribute to tlic fact of no fines wliatsoever liavin-'^ been 

collected in that barony previous to the spring of 1815, especially as I undersKjod 
the amount began subsequently to decline. 

Doyou recollect anyparticular part of funisliowen where there was more difficulty 
m endeavouring to suppress illicit distillation than in other parts ? — A district of 
Innishowen, called Urns, was considered peculiarly inaccessible to tlui'excise officers, 
nreyious to my going down to Derry; and upon inquiry into the cause of its not 
having been scai-checl, tlrough illicit distillation was known to prevail there, I found 
that a revenue officer, Inspector-General Hill, had been defeated in his attenijit to 
make seizure in that district about the year 1812 ; he wont with the army, and I 
understood was intercepted at the gup of Mamoor, one of tlie entrances into’ Un is, 
on liis return. Urris is peculiarly circumstanced, being nearly surrounded on the 
land side by mountains, which are passable by two passes, the one called Mamoor, 
which is extremely narrow, and the other Rockston, on the side of Cam, more 
accessible. I understand Inspector-General Hill entered by the gap of Mamoor, 
which 1 conceive he was under the necessity of doing, as I mn ineliiied to believe 
tioops were not tlicu stationed at Cam ; this luilure gave an impression to the 
excise officers that it would be necessary to occupy tiic lulls previous to any suc- 
cessful attempt to seize the private stills in Urris ; and the cii'ciimstaiices of the 
milit.ary force in that country, and, I believe, tlic necessary militarv regnlatioiis 
prevented tliat being done in an cflectual manner. When 1 went down' to Derry 
I had the good fortune to meet there General Dalzei, who was engaged in a 
military inspection of the country. 

How far is Urris from Londonderry ?— T think it is eiglitecn miles ; but I am nut 
sure : a right honourable gentleman, a member of tins Committee, wlio had visited 
the district of Urris personally, assisted me in engaging General Dalzei to give a 
sufficient force to occupy the hills, and to permit the troops to act in cxleiuted 
order, by which means a large number of seizures were made ; and it was dis- 
covered that the tioops and the revenue officers could cuter the |)ass of Rockston 
without the same danger as they expressed on the other side ; and that district has 
regularly been searclied, when it was conceived that illicit rlistiilation much pre- 
vailed, ever since. ‘ 

Did not Urris remain unmolested, from the period when Mr. Hill (In; revenue 
officer had been defeated there by the country people, uuiil the siiminer of 1815, 
when General Dalzei permitted the troops to act as you desired f — It did. 

Was there not a military camp established in the centre of tlic barony of 
Innishowen in the summer of 1814 ? — ^There was. 

For a number of uionths? — For a number of months. 

Do you recollect the amount of the force ?— 1 think, in a letter of tlie inspector- 
general, it was stated to the board to be about 200 men ; but I do not bear it in 
my mind exactly!; it was very soon after I was made a commissioner. 

For what object was the camp established there ? — Generally, for the suppression 
of illicit distillation in the barony of Innishowen, which was considered to be 011c of 
the worst districts in Ireland. 



Was it not likewise to assist in the collection of the town-land fines that luul 
been imposed — It was to assist the high constable in that duty. 

Have you heard of any particular orders whicli the commanding officer, and the 
officers under his command in that camp, were directed to observe, which ma- 
terially impeded the object with which that camp was there established? The 

excise officers did complain to the board, that orders had been given which pre- 
vented their receiving any assistance whatsoever from tlic military e.xcept pro- 
tection ; and the inspector general, who is one of oiir confidential officers com- 
plained that a soldier was put under arrest for bolding his horse. ’ 

Do you know by whom those orders were given, or from whence they were 
issued? — 1 was going to add, that those orders have been a matter of dispute 
between the board to which I belong and tlie commander of the forces I'or a 
considerable length of time. ■’ ' 

Did not those orders come from the commander of the forces at the Royal Hos- 
pital f— I understand they did ; and the board to which I belong liave had a very 
Jong and tedious correspondence with the commander of the forces, on the sub- 
ject or that and other orders. 



Were those orders to prevent a soldier’s holding any man’s horse?— 1 know 
nothing of the orders, except as they came in the shape of complaints from the 

levenue olhcers, with respect to the obstructions they received. 

Do you know who was commander of the forces in Ireland at that time ?— Sir 
ucorge Hewitt. 



Have 
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Have voa a copy of order ?— I ara abt sure- that \vt itvay not have received 

n copy oV the orders in ihc course of ihc discussion. ^ 

A revenue olliccv in general- believes be A riglVt to comm’a-i'ul the tr'o'ops, 
docs be not ? — 1 do not kno\V what may be the' view of ih’e feverttie officer ; the 
\ie\v taken of it by the board is^ that tlie revenue officer is'to go wherever his duly 
uodkl lake bint, sup[>c)sii!g that the state of the country did not require military 
pvorcction, and that wherever be goes, the military are bouiid to accompany and 

'll! ibis instance be tbougbt it right to order this soldier to hold bis horse ?— 1 do 
not understand that he did. 

But the soldier was holding bis horse ?— Yes, at the cain'p,. I believe. 

Do you think that rile soldier held the horse of his own accord?— I have iio 

aneaus of knowing that. , 

How far was that camp from Urns ?— I believe eight or ten miles. 

Was ilh-ore any effort made in tbc course of the siiramer of i8j 4> to Openue 
mrainst Drris from that camp?— None, whatever. 

'"What was Ghc reason that there was no effort made in the coui'se of that sum- 
mer 1814 against the district of Drfis?— I believelhave stated ailfeady, that the 
revenue oflieers tliought that tlicmilifary Orders obligingihe ti'oop^ to^aiei: in a elbse 
body, would not permit an attack uponUrris, except with greater numbers thaivthe 

camp could afford. , ■ , , 1 , c ,i 

You have mentioned that the excise officers complained to the board ot the 
orders that were issued?— They mentioned facts as they occurred, where they 
thought the military orders operated to the disadvantage ot the revenue. 

D^d the board conceive that those orders did militate against the service of tlie 
revenue ?— Certainly they did, in some instances. 

Did any communication take place between the board and the coimuandei- of 
the forces upon the subject ?— Many, through the medium ot the chief or under- 

the coBimatidlng officer approve or disapprove of the orders!— They were 

ills own orders. , , .r 

Was he induced to revoke them !— Ho was not. 

Do vou recollect that there was a clause introduced into a revenue Act of Par- 
Jiament, to enable the Eaciso Board to employ a number ot persons in aid, of the 
revenue offieers a-s working parties, to a.ssist in the suppression ot ilhcil distih 
lalioii >—A clause exists at present, in one of the reveiuie Acts, permitting the 
Board of Exei.se to employ jicrsons under the denomination ot assistants. 

Was the necessity of that clause induced by the military not being permitted to 
assist the revenue officers lii any other way than in protecting t.iom upon tlicir 
still-hunting parties!— 1 believe that was one object. 

Yob had mentioned that General Dalsel had permitted the military to act in 
oneii order, in an operation that was intended to take place against Urris ; did not 
(leiieral Dalzel, in doing so, consider tliat he was taking upon Innlsclf to amhorue 
■i departure from the orders tinder whreh the milrtary acty !--I do not lecollcel 
exactly what passed, but I think he expressed a difficulty ot that, soit to tut 

‘^LlToMptosencef-Yes, he expressed .u difficully of that sort; and also not 
haviito actual command of the district himselt; being on a iniiitiiry mspcolioii. 

Had heoiilv an occasional command .'—Only an occasiosai command; and 
unoii fnilher reeoUectioii, I think the brigade-major who was present, espressed 
a doubt whether aclilig in extended order would be a practical depaiUne liom 

‘''who was tlie cmiimauding officer oflhe district!-! think it was at that time 
a Colonel Hami-hon, or some such name, at Omagh. 

Who was eomnumder of tlie General Northern District atllial partleiihir timer- 
At that niu'ticular moincut Major-General Burnet. 

' Unis was visited in consegi.enee of this permission from General Dalsel !-It was. 
What was the dfeet of .hat visit, and what lias been the effect suiec !-A great 

number of secures were made at that time, and subsequently. 

Do you recollect resolutions entered into by .a 

of Letter Kerry, in April. 1S14 i — 1 remember hearing ol them, peilcetly. 

Did vou ever see the resolutions ! ! believe I did. 

■from April lS .4 imlil May .815. Sri-Noul” 

oollce^ the^rill-fiwea from, the towurlands m Inmsftowcn ? Noa . 

Do you' recollect who triwliigh constable of Iniiishowenm 1814! Araanof . . 

name of Poitcr. i , , r l-lls conduct, in ihaC 

State nliat you recollect as to the eor,dm-t ol lo.tu, ll.s 

490. 
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The Hon. particular part of his duty, was extremely bad indeed; his duty was totally 
James HewUf. neglected. ^ 

-f You have an estate in tlie county of Donnegal i— I have. 

And have frequently served as a grand juror? — I have. 

And was high sheriff of that county last year ? — I was. 

Do yon recollect whether Porter, tlic high constable, received his pcr-centage 
as a collector ofthe public cess, during the year that he was the liigh constable ?— 
I cannot speak positively; but 1 believe it was paid to him at every assizes but 
one. 

What, is it your opinion, would have been the effect of Porter having executed 
his duty diligently in the barony of Innishowen, in the comincnccnicnt of 1814, 
with respect to collecting the still-fines? — I conceive that illicit distillation would 
have becri very considerably checked ; [think it would have been nearly sup- 
pressed, if the district of Urris had been searched at that time. 

You have already said, the still-fines were only coiimienscd to be collected in 
May 1815, in Innishowen ? — Except a few in tlic parish of Fawn. 

Was there any proceeding taken in July 1815 by tlie grand Jury, ndative to 
the still-fine system ? — 1 have understood since, that a petition was framed to Par- 
Jiamciit ill July 1815, whicli liad relation to llie system of fining lown-lamls. 

Wliicli was within two months after the collection ofthe still-fines had began 
to operate? — It was, I believe. 

Do yon conceive that the increase of illicit distillation arose in consequence 
of the rumour of that petition?— I liave understood, and believe, tliat it might 
have liad that effect; the petition was framed with the greatest secresy, and 
therefore, 1 have no doubt, it was not intended ; but it had tliut effect cerimnly. 

From your general knowledge of the county of Donnegal, do you ihink, In 
general over the county, illicit distillation is getting down, 'or incn'iis.ng ?— I un- 
derstniul it is considerably rlepressed in Innisiiowcn; and I have stated it to liavc 
been so earlier; in part of Raplioe and Turhu, and in the barony of Kiimaerennon, 
I undersiaml it not to have diminished. 

Do not you think that the quantity of still-fines laid on at the assizes for the 
last few years, is some criterion of wheiher illicit distillalioii has increased or not? 
— It wiil'depend upon circumstances whether it is a criterion or nut; all other 
circumstmices remaining exactly the same, it may lie; ilie circumstances to whicii 
X allmic are, the increase of revenue othcers, the increase of revenue stations, and 
larger parties of military at tlie old stations. 

You have mentioned two or three gentlemen that you have found doing their 
duly; will you mention their names? — I'he reverend Mr. Knox, tlie reverend Mr. 
Montgomery, the rector of Moville, Mr. Young, and his sons, gave considerable 
assfelance to me; Mr. Peter Maxwell and 1 also received assistance from the 
reverend Edward Chichester, and also from Mr. Harvey of Malin, and lioin the 
Mr. Caiys of Whitecastle. 

Mr. Young did all he could, according to the best of your opinion ?—-l\rr. 
Young himself is an invalid ; but his sons were very active subsequent to the col- 
Icclion of the fines. 

Have yon heard of any thing happening to Mr. Young or his sons, in conse- 
quence of their exertions lately?— Mr. Young stated to me in a letter, that tlic 
windows of his house had been broken. 

Attacked by a mob? — Yes. 

In consequence of his exertions? — T have no doubt of it. 

Mr. Young, you say, paid for fines himself, 2,000/. ?— He cither paid or gave 
security. ° 

That man tliat you state has been doing all lie could to assist the revenue out 
of his own pocket, lias been obliged to pay or secure 2,000/.? — There was no obli- 
gation on him to pay it. 

He has, done it? — Yes. 

Ts not tliat the effect of this last liuv ivliicli we are talking of, tlic lining-Iaw?— 
It was fines that Mr. Young paid. ° 

Do not you believe he and his sons did all they could?— I believe they did 
after the collection of the fines. ’ 

What do you mean, when yon say Mr. Young and his sons have done all that 
diey ooukli— My meaning was this; there was a large amount of 6nes upon Mr. 
Youngs estate mciirred previous to the e.oood which he paid; as tliis amount 
.appcareil very enormous, 1 stated to Mr. Young, that if lie could proenre the de- 
livery into the excise stores ot all tlie stills, or the greatest proportion of them 
upon his estate, I would submit to my colleagues, and to His Miiiesty’s govern- 
ment, that the previous fines should remain suspended: in consepuenoc of this. 

Ml-: 
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Mr. Young’s sons exerted themselves with great activity, and delivered in forty- The Hon. 
seven stills, to the best of my recollection, to the Excise stores. Jamts ftevitt. 

Was not that the year before last? — It was in the course of May and June ^ 

1S15; it was while 1 was there; and I was there but once. 

Do not yon believe that those very gentlemen had made seizures, and taken up 
stills, the year before that ?— They told me they had taken up some. 

Do you believe it ?— 1 cannot doubt their word. 

And after this year he had his house attacked by a mob ? — I believe it was in 
the last autumn that his house was attacked. 

Notwithstanding all this, has not he paid this 2,000/.? — I believe he has. 

Then all your recommendation to His Majesty’s Government had uo avail? — 

The fines which I engaged should remain suspended did remain suspended ; tliey 
are not collected at tliis moment. 

What was the amount of the suspended fines? — I cannot say the amount of 
Mr. Young’s suspended fines; but the whole which arc still suspended in Inni- 
showen is 12,000/. 

Which are not collected ? — Not yet 

Some of those would be on Mr. Peter Maxwell’s estates ? — 1 believe none, or at 
least very few ; and that is one of the data upon wliich I formed an opinion, that 
where the fines are collected in the first instance, very little private distillation will 
prevail. 

Mr. Peter Maxwell is not now in the county ? — I understand he is not ; lus 
father is. 

Had you any correspondence with him by letter, or otherwise, at any time ? — I 
do not recollect any particular letter. 

But you have received letters from him — Yes. 

From ids knowledge of the country, was he not capable of giving you as 
good ativice, and as good an opinion on the effect of the laws, as any man in it? — 

Fie is a very sensible man, and L dare say has a very considerable knowledge of the 
country. 

And a man that you believe was doing his duty as a gentleman of the country ? 

— [ uiulersrood he assisted very materially in suppre.ssing illicit distillation in the 
j>arisli ol Fawn. 

You know his hand-writing? — Yes. 

Have yoti had any correspondence by letter with Mr. Maxwell ? — I might hare 
hud letters, but as lie lived near Derry, I was in the constant habit of personal 
communicalioii witii him. 

Yon have mentioned in your examination, as part of the effect of this law, that 
illicit (listillutioii was checked by the innocent people exerting themselves? — I 
quoted that expression from anotlier person. 

Do you not believe that many innocent people have suffered under this law f — 

I have licard of persons not immediately engaged in the traffic, being obliged to 
pay fines. 

Do not you think Mr. Young has most materially suffered ? — I believe Mr. 

Young will recover inucli the greater part of that 2,000 1 . from his tenants. 

Have you ever heard that he has recovered? — I have not heard any thing 
about it. 

You have sent lately a collector to that county to do his duty, and collect the 
stilUfiiiCb? — Mr. Newman is the name of the collector of the still-fines, who went 
down a little bclbrc I did ; it was to superintend his operations that 1 went down 
there. 

He has swept tlie country pretty well, has not he ? — In parts of the country 
I believe he has c.xccuted his duty as well as circumstances would permit ; many 
circumsiances were unfavourable to him at one time. 

The sum imposed 011 that county last year appears, by the return to the House 
of Commmis, to be 23,900/. ; in what manner has this gentleman endeavoured to 
collect it? — While 1 was in the country I saw all the people myself that came 
to him to makearrangeincntfi for paying their fines ; and 1 always directed him to 
give them time for a proportion, where ffiey appeared to be heavy, if they could 
get any security whatsoever. When it was necessary he should drive the cattle of a 
lown-laiul, 1 instructed him to take the revenue officer with him who had made 
the detection, and to go us near to the spot where the detection was made as 
possible; ifiherc was any reason to guess at the person to whom the illicit aiticles 
had belowgeil, i directed that he should, as fur as possible, levy the fine on that 
person, and in case of failure there, to go as near to the person’s house as possible, 
because the nearest neighbours were the most cognizant; 1 also directed him, 
when cuttle were sold, to allow them to be sold at a low rule at the auctions to the 

persons 
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I'hr Nirti. pei'sons rr6m whom they wcrc.st*ixa»tl’; arail nlmo&t Uk: Inst m»lvucXioji.i 1 )iini, 
a’lics^fivkt. ^ [uii'suc the same course al'cer X left llic ooimlry, as 1 had tUmc while 1 was 

Have yon heard lately how he has followed this advice of yours ? — 5 think 1 
heard one or two instances of complaint ; I have heard general ctiarges against him 
iVotiiiefrtlv, but, except tme, 1 never heard any partienlats stated on which t>) 
ground an inquiry. 

How many actions were tried m-id flamages given against him, at tlic Inst 
assizes ?T— Two actions were tried, but they were not for acts cuuimiucd in his 
capacity of collector of stiil-hues. 

Wliat were they ? — The oue I understood arose out of n dispute between him 
and the collector of the tolls on the bridge at Derry ; they had nothing on eartli to 
do with the collection of the still-fines; he was not on duty as a silll-lliii' 
•collector. • 

What, in your opinion, is the best mode fof putting down ibis practice f — I 
think die qaestion is resolvable into two points, the re.-^trictions to be imposed 
npon the private distiller, and the encouragement to be given to his opjwnonl, 
the public distiller; with respect to the restrictions upon the- private distiller, 
I see no provisions which would not be grounded upon ilic princi[)!c of the sysletn 
•of lining lowti-Iands, wliich would be at all cH'octual ; for in the lirsl place, the 
actual owner of the corn to he converted into spirits, and to ho laroal'tor ihe 
owners of the sjiirits, is very seldom ostensible; any other lumaliics theia-fbi'c’, 
e'SIcept those upon the lown-huids, would merely afiect bis scrvcint and artizan, 
whom it is also in some places extremely dilHouit to detect, for they fi'e.qiieiiliy 
VYOfk upon the side of a mountain, as 1 have stated in a particular instance, where 
they see the road for a considerable extent, and can evade detection before the 
revenue officers can come up with them ; and upon this ]>rinciple, I have under- 
fitood that in llie district of Deny they generally work by day-light, and that in a 
long summer day, by putting their still on in the morning, tliey can have worked 
-ofl’ their pot-al« before any long time after sun-set ; besides all the difficulties which 
arc supposed to make this Act particularly bnrlhensome to the people rcsidirrg on 
TOUiidaiuis, by making it difficult for them to be cognizant of illicit practices 
thereon, increase the dilficuhies in a tenfold proportion to ihc revenue ollit^cr, wl’.o 
does hot Teside on the town-land, but resides in the neighbouring town ; and if ihe 
wOildiig-difetlller is not detected, and there are no fines upon town-lands, no penal- 
ties would incur at all, and no risk would be run, hut that of the material, whi<-h 
would be nosct-olfagainst a profit ol’ three luiiidred per cent, whicli I imderstand to ho 
that of alsgocesful adventure : for these reasons, i am inclined to think that no legis- 
lative pmvisioiX would he areal I'cstrainl, except it iricludetl the system of fining town- 
lands. With respect to the encouragement to he given to licensed distillers, i think 
the'sys^^Oflicensihgsnlali, stills is exceedingly useful in the illicit disiiliiiig dis- 
tricts, asfiusihajy to the system of fining town-lands ; and looking at the question 
with regard to illicit distillation, I think that it wonld be very desirable: that they 
should work in those districts more beneficially than tlmy dp at present ; but at the 
same liuie^ I liavp great .doubts, whether any eucourugement which can bo held 
out, will increase them much beyond the extent to which they arc carried ut [irc- 
sent; wcliavenowa small still at Newtown Liraavadi, the centre of the private distil- 
lation of the county ofOerry; \ve have one at Pcnnyluini Mill near Derry, on live 
-confines of I nnishoweu; we have one at Hurt, a place that was the most noiorious tor 
private distillation in limishowcn formerly ; we have one at Derbridge, it is on the 
confines of the wcslcm part of the comity of Donegal, and in the county of Tyrone, 
near that part which is most infested with illicit distillation; we hnve one at 
Sligo, otic at Galway, and one at Ennis ; enconragetrrem, X hope, might occvasion 
ihc'efectioil of a few more, and perhaps more in the illicit districts even than those ; 
but it iTuist be considered, that the small distiller, under any encouragements 
which the LegtslaUwe could give him, has to contend,- in the fii-st place, with the 
public opinion, which'is at present in favour of illicit distilled sjjirits in the dis- 
trict where you would expect •him to act ; and if he were to tiller the qualitv and 
strength of the spirits he intikea, in order to accommodate himself to tlntt luarkcr, 
•it may die a q,uestion whether it would give him surlicicnt support; and he wouhl 
throw hiiasdi' out coniplotely of the general market of Ireland, and also .from ex- 
portation.; fur the taste of spirits is. so difl^ircnt in Dublin to what it is in the 
notth, that the very best Innishovv<;n seized .spirits, as it i.s vulgarly called, which 
'wero brought up to .Dublin from Derry previous to my leaving Irehuid, could not 
he soldhit ail excise sale, though put up at 8 a.'pcr gallon, at the same time that 
the spirits made by the legal large stills in Dublin, were selling at. los- or io.s. 6fZ 
1 theiefore from this data eonccive, that if the small distiller in the northeni and 
western parts of Ireland wore to acoonunodate himself to that market, he would 
Ipse the otlier mai'kct ; and if he did not accommodate himself to it, he could only 
•expect to force their custom by the restrictions- whicli the Legislat-nre shoulcl 
iinjKisc; mid he has also to coiUeud with the supuuior capital, and fj-eqnently the 

superior 
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siipevior sldll dfrhe large distiller, wliidli wonltl pfirtiGiikrly Operate against him, 
i the were to take such time in distilling his spirits as would nccoimnodate their 
quality to the taste of the country in wliicli he may be supposed to work ; conse- 
quently tile large distiller would make a much greater quantity of spirits in the 
same time, besides working upon a more advantageous capital ; thcrelbre, sup- 
posing every possible encouragement given in the way both of regulation and duty 
to tbc-sinall distiller-, it appears to me that he would have still to contend with such 
difhculties, as at least to occasion a doubt twhethcr the system of small stills 
would fully answer the expectations which seem to be entertained ; but 1 beg to 
mention, that I express this opinion with some hesitation, as 1 have only made 
the necessary inquiries- on this part of tire subject since I arrived iu London. One 
of my colleagues has presented to.me a plan for a local regulation with respect to 
simdi stills, and warehousing the spirits from those stills, which, will be better detail- 
ed by him, but which at first siglu-seems to me to afford some favourable prospect. 

You arc only giving your opinion as to the regulations as they exist at present? 

— Yes, and prospectively too, with respect to all the regulations except the one 
1 have mentioned. 

What is the favour allowed to a still under loo gallons now? — I forget the 
number of gallons ; there is great allowance made in ilic iiu'ihber of doublings j 
the mimher of doublings are not imposed to so great an extent, in proportion to 
the size, as they arc on the large stills. 

Then they can make more doublings than is imposed on them. They can, 

I am persuaded. 

That is the favour,. then, the Committee is to understand? — Tlie favour, I have 
always understood to be, that they w'cve not so much hurried iu their work, that 
they could take more time, and make better spirits.; that is wliaL is iulendcd by 
making that allowance. 

•Then in point of fact, they have no favour, there is the same duly on them.?— 
They are allowed a greater time. 

Do you call that a favour?— It depends upon them to decide whether it is a 
favour or not; it appears to me to be a favour. 

If a man could do in a great still, in three days, wliat yoli rtilow these ifieil to 
do in five days, are not they at a greater expense for labour by delay, and does 
not the 6.Kpehse of labour fall on themselves r— It dogs; but they have an advan- 
tage to Uoulitervail that, inasmuch as that if any fatality happens, ivhich would 
prevent a large still makirlg the quantity required bylaW, it liiusthbt^jthstdrictmg 

pay tlie duty. ~ . -n • l 

You say they have got into a habit now of setting .up a still in the morning, 
and working it ofl^by evening, so as to increase the difficulty tenfold oft the 
excise officer? — I have understood so, in the course of conversation ; that they 
will iu a suniiner day very nearly fiuisli by night. 

Do not you believe that very great difficulty occurs. to the inhabitants of these 
large mountainous town-lands, to find ont those distillers ?-^Tliough. working By 
<lay is a great difficulty to the excise officer, it is a great facility to tlie mhabifents, 
fficcause they will be about. 

You have some grazing town-land, where a still might be a mile from an inha- 
bitant: supposing ffie gauger came just as the still was set up, is not there a 
probability that the inhabitants might know lioiliing of it.?— I think that circum- 
stance would be very improbable, as many minute circumstances lead to detec- ^ 
tioii- for instance, a still nuist be always near water, and the knowledge of that 
will ’limit the number of places upon which the inhabitants must have a watch ; 
the private distiller generally has a watch oii the top of a hill, and where you see 
a man wandering on a mountain, witli no visible employment, the presumption >s, 
that it is to keep watcli for a private distiller. 

•Then vou would have all the inhabitants always on the watch ?--I think that the 
inhabitants of a mountain town-land might depute a certain number of thcir body 
occasionally -to look at tlie places where distillation could be convenienny 

earned^ ,^(,uld be to force die inhabitants of the town-lands to keep , 
a daily and nightly watch at their own expense'.?— That is not my object. 

How. can, they avoid itf— In point of practice I tliink it is avoided; and I . 
should- think, as it takes at least fom-aiid-tweiity hours to work off a still, a visit 
onoc or twice in the fonr-and-tweilty hours, seeing that all was clear, would be 

' a Slf the"only, thing for which a town-land shall be fined ?— It is not. 

Making pot-ale is the first process ? — It is. 

If that is made in a private house, as you know it is, how would yon have the 
town-land w.aLched.for Umt?-If the. process is earned on under the first suppj> 

490. • ’ 
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silion oF being a mile from any house ; the carrying the malt and i!ie oilur 
materials to that distant point could not, I iliink, "escape the notice <d' the 
iuliabitauts of the totvii-land. 



Suppose a house on the road-side, and malt carried in a sack on a horse’s back, 
it not be conceived to be meal, or any other tiling as \ve!l as mail?— If it hi 

• as in the case of Donnegal, among a cluster of little h'ouscs, wliicli tliev call ilic 

• town of the town-land, I think the diverting a stream of water to tliat hunso, timi 
the smeli, and many other tilings, would lead to detection. 

Suppose there was a head of a still by accident in tlnit liousn, conhl they smell 
'jt? — 1 tl'iiik the licud of a still ought not to be in any liuusc bv accident. 

Is it your opinion, that all those people that liave been fined have been fined 
•justly, and fairly, and honestly; is tliere no instance of any iimocent person 
being fined ? — 1 Lliirik llie Act in question does not fine persons, but districts. 

Is it not on the inhabitants of the district? — If there arc any inhabitants, tliev 
must pay it. 

And if there arc none, who is to pay it?— Then the fine cannot be paid. 
Suppose it was on yonr land, and there wore no inhabitants, would not you Iinvc 
to pay it ?— Not unless I had cattle iijion il. 

Would not you ultimately have to pay the fine before yon oonlcl put a tenant 
on It? — Probably no tenant ivonld take it without that condition. 

Would you consider ymu-seirait imiocont man in such u ca.se?— I shoidd tliink 
I had not done my duly il 1 did iioi. provide n watch, under the circumsluiices on 
my property, to prevent illicit distilialion being carried on there. ’ 

Yon must pay tliat watch ? — I conceive so. 

Your plan is, that these people should keep watch, and pay them like yours elf" 
— Ihcy must keep watch thejnsclvcs, l.thiuk, under particular circuinstaiices ; but 
those circumslances are more rare than the other. 



How much is tlic salary annually paid to the gaugers and lower olllcers, as 
returned to the House of Commons tliis year ?— 1 did' not calculate the whole 
amount ol the salaries; but the gaugers arc employed on various other rluties tlian 
that ol eliecking illicit distilling. 

Is the annual salary eighty-two thousand odd luiii.]rctl poiimls ?~Of wliom f 

Officers under the degree of surveyors?—! never calculalei! the salaries of 
persons employed in various duties, as the officers in (jiicslion arc. 

Have- yon seen the Return to Parliament?— I remember seeing it before it was 
sent. ® 

. Perhaps you did not examine it so as to know the amount ?— I did not make’ 
any memorandum of the amount. 



But there is a large sum paid annually to people to do the duty of takin- up 
tiiese stii s ?— Very tew officers, in proportion to ilic cstablishmeni, iin'C.vdiisrvelv 
omptoyed in suppressing illicit distillation; many officers wlio appear to be 
engaged merely m siippressing-illicit distillation, have also to attend to tlie innlt- 
houscs, tanneries, and licenses of an e.xtensivc walk, whose services wouiil [.»> 
necessary, supposing iioillicii disliliathm prevailed. 

. Do.you.know whether Mr. Maxwell's estate has been fined since he went awn=»? 
—No, I do not; but I should rather think not; because illicit distillation is but 
vfjy little revived in Jiiiiishowcn. 



Ho you consider the reduction of the present liinh duties an indispensable 
amvihary lo putting clown illicit distillation, or not ?— I do not think it indispen- 
sable; 1 think, looking at-the question merely as it respects illicit distillation that 
a reduction ot duty might be very useful; but 1 am not prepared to dve 'inv 
opinion, except as.it respects that particular point. ^ . 

Do you oousiiler it aclvisablef-I thiuk il may bo useful, ui.der the H.uilatioa 
Which 1 have expressed in my former answer. 

Donot you tbink that the pveseut high duties alTotd siiffieieut temptation to tlie 
ilhc, distiller to mduce him to tun a very great risk ?-l think the high duties may ' 
assist his market With the publicans. 

Do not you lliiiik, that by areduclion of the present duties the le.>„| disliher 
would be enabled to eome into some sort of competition with the illicnt distiller 

eons, denng the , iskthe.Iatte, runs ?-I am inclined to think less than 

1 lay be generii lly snpnoset ; hut no doubt, to a certain degree, evci y increase of 
-duty is favourable to the illicit distiller. - meieast ol 

You have mentioned as a part of your system for corrcctiire the evil of iliiek 
S“oriho’e“t l granted to siiiaii stills; when yon 

"90 those advantages, do you mean that they should be comimicd at their 

fu'c&ait 
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m ,1 ‘ doublings vvl.ich nrc no,v require,! from ti.ein 

sl oul<l l,eit,iuceili-l hadspecihcallyin mymintl uUbattiiue, tlie givino- an 
,.id .aiimgo to a St I of forty-tour gallons; at present the advaiUugc isf^to a still i 
to be imcicr too gallons, but as nearly loo gallons ns possible. “ 

^ Are yon not aware tliat every advantage of doubling granted to the small stills 
in rednctlon ol the number ot doublings whieh they aro cnpable of perfoni, ing- ij 
In so much an advantage at the expense of the revenue !— I am aware that kis. 

recommend that illicit distillalioii 
.faliouid be put clown, the granting ot advantages to small stills, bv whicli 
»]»iiits that have not puid the duty may get into cii'ciilatiiMi f— No: 1 had sne’ 
cihcally lu view an advantage to a smaller description of stills tlian e.xiats at lie 
Sr that possibly that might bring them more into tlie 

illicit distilling country than they are at present, because tfiey could be woi'ked 
with less capital; airi I thought that by being so small they would be equal 
lo the market, possibly, of the private distillers. ^ 

What.tlien are the advantages to which you allude, when you state vonr re- 
commendation that advantages should be granted to small stills f— An advaiitage 
■certainly in liie number of doublings required, so as to meet a want of sknl 
■.winch I think those very small distillers would evince on the flrfl coimnciicin..' 
o work under license, and I was brought to that opinion by the circimistances of S 
paiticularly small distillery which has lately been erected ill the north. 

Is it a necessary requisite, when application is made for the licensing of a 
small still, ihut the person so applying for it should he an inexpert distiller f— 
Ly no means; hut I thought it was probable, that if any small stills weresetnn 
dislilL remote parts of the country, they would be set up by inexpert 

Cannot an expert distiller apply for a license for a small still equally the 
same as an inexpert distiller'-, 1 think an expert distiller would not carre his’ 

■SlillQud biscapitalmto the remote parts of the country to which I allude. 

s'li'ill stills shall be entirely confined to the districts ■where 
illicit distillation is now carried on i—Tliey have been very generally refused 
licenses by the Board of Excise, in any parts of the country where it was sun- 
posed they could come iu competition with large stills. ^ 

Is It not a fact that at the present time sniall stills are licensed in .the neitrli- 
bourhood of large stills? — Only one occurs to my vecolleciion at the present 
moment, which was granted inadvertently, when first the -Board -of Excise had 
the power of licensing small stills. 

Where is that small still situate to which you allude ?— At Carrickfergus. 

Do you admit that- there may be small stills in the neighbourhood of large stills 
of which you have no knowledge f— 1 think that there can be no licensed stills in 
Ireland of which 1 have not a knowledge, as a Commissioner of Excise. 

Are you aware of a small still situate at Kilkenny? — I am. 

Are you aware that that is within twenty miles of u large still ?—I did not think 
it had been so short a distance to Clonmel, rvhich 1 belicveis the nearest. 

Do not you admit that it is a considerable disadvantage lo the large stills, when 
spirits from small stills can be brought into compctltionVith them?— I think itis- 
otul I am inclined to think that if the Xilkciniy ciistillor_y had not been licensed,’ 
1111(1 the man’s capital embarked in the concern at the time when we were particu-^ 
lai'ly anxious to get small stills, doubting whether we should have so many 
<-jiportuiiities as we have since had, whether it would have been licensed at all. ^ . 

Do not you know that spirits from the small still at Kilkenny have been per- 
mitted into the market of Dublin ? — 1 do not know it. 



Is it in your recollection that in tlic years iSio and i8n, Mr. Burn ofSalliiis 
worked a small still of seventy-eight gallons ? — I was not a Commissioner of 
Iixcisc at that time. 

Are yon aware that at the time alliuled to, the cjuantity of doublings required 
from a still of tliut dimension was 5,460 gallons in 28 days? — I am not aware 
Vr hat v/ore the regulations at that time. 

Spirits from small stills undersell those from large stills ?— They work moj'e 
adviuitagcously, 1 believe; it is considered so generally by the distillers. 

• Is the price the same? — Yes. 

The Board of Excise have acted on the idea of not permitting small stills to be 
set up near to large stills ? — They have. 

’Then that impression has operated Lo prevent a fair application of this mode, 
,V/hich you' consider one of the best, of preventing illicit distillation? — I should 
think it has not operated against the system of small slills as applied to illicit 

distiJlatioii, 
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'The Ihn. clistiilatian, as sinnll stills Inive never been refused where they wei’e likely to coiTie 
Meuki. in competilioii with illicit distrllntion. 

' You have said that tlie small stills could not supply spirits sufheient for the 

general market of Ireland, would not the object of small stills be rather the local 
market iluai ihe goncrul market ? — I should think it would ; hut 1 have a doubt 
'Whether the local market, which would be principiillY for the consumption of 
, private individuals, would support ntty extended systcui of small stills. 

The illicit stills are small stills in gcnci-al, are they not? — Very small indeed. 

If small legal stills were to supiilanc the illicit stills, would they require a larger 
market f — 1 ihitik not; but from the permanence they must liavc, thev would 
•vctpiirc a capital and an apparatus, which the illicit stills arc totally destitute of. 

You have said it was tluoiigh iiuulvertency that a license was granted to the 
still at Cari'ickfergus ? — There was no larger still then at Belfast, and it was con- 
^'eivetl that the still at Ciirriokfergus woulrl operate upon the private distillation of 
■the county of Aulriin.; but upon considering the advantages of water-carriage, I 
-think 1 may fairly -say, as all public men act sometimes upon a new system inad- 
vertently, and the Board of Excise rather regretted that they had granted a license 
lor a still in that situation ; but at the same time I would wish to add, that they 
I'elt tliat unle-ss -some fraud was committed, they ought not to withdraw the license 
I'rom un individual who had embarked his capital in it. 

You iiave stated that Kilkenny was twenty miles from Clonmel, and you 
jhoiiglu that rather near to license a small still?— I am not aware that I expressed a 
ftecldcd opinion on that; I stated that, at the time, I was not aware it was so 
pear. 

If yon had been, probably you would not have granted a small s.lili?—Pos- 
•sibly twenty miles might not have been thought too near; thirty miles I do not 
think would have been too near. 

You think the general feeling of the Board of Excise would be not to license a 
small still within twenty miles of a large one? — I cannot venture to. express the 
.opinion of the Board of Excise on the subject; and 1 could hardly venture to ex- 
press my own opinion decidedly, because whatever may be my opinions now, it is 
impo-ssible to say how they would be changed on eonversation with my colleagues. 

Your general belief is that ihl’y would not license a small still in a district where 
-it would interfere with a large still ? — Where it would interfere, they would not. 

• .Do not you understand that the Board of Excise, in licensing stills, would be 
guided by an union of two principles; first, whether the small still was likely 
to interfere with a larger still ; and, secondly, whether the erection of a small still 
was likely at all to interfere with the illicit distiller/ — Decidedly ; it is a compound 
-view of tfiose principles which lias always guided the Board of Excise, since i have 
been a member, tti granting those licenses. 

And it follows from that, that the mere distance of any one place from another 
.'would be no reason I'or granting or refusing a still, unless in CGiiibinatiou with the 
consideration relative to the illicit distillation of the comitry ? — Certainly ; mul not 
only in combination with those circumstances, but in combination with the cir- 
cumstances of the country, between the-small still and. the market of the large 
still, such as the flatness'or obstructions of the road, either by hills or otherwise. 

Wijlyou have the goodness to state to tlic Coniniittce what you think, upon an 
average, 'may be the conteuts of tlic small illicit stills? — 1 believe the average is 
lroin.?ivc-aiul-tweuty to seventy gallons ; I have seen some very small indeed. 

What is the smallest you have ever seen? — I saw one so small, .it might have 
been ten gallons, or fifteen gallons. 

What is the smallest licensed still you, have ever known to be applied for in 
Ireland ?— I do not think there is any licensed sfill which, with the head, is under 
seventy gallons. 

T]ie Committee beg to know, whether your idea is, that if you license a sinajl 
st.ilfl and afterwards. a large still is set up within, a certaia distance from that small 
still, and that it should interfere with the large still, the small still is to be put 
down?— Certainly not; for we have acted exactly upon the reverse of that princi- 
ple at Carrickfer^us, where there is a ninety-nine gallon still, though a five 
liimdred gallon still has been setup within eight miles of it, and water-carriage 
bcuveen. 

In order to protect the large distillers from the extra, advantages whicli are 
granted to . the small distillers, is it not necessary, not only that the small still 
sliouid not be within a certain distance of the large still, but also lliat. the spirits 
manufactured in the small still, should be confined to its own district, so as not i.o 
interfere with the spirits made from a large still in one common market ? — Tliero 
are always objections to loyal legislation; but it occurs to me, that such ofi 
e.xpcdicnt migUr, in the present case, be very beneficial. 

Yon 
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Y ou have stated, that the Commissioners of the Revenue, in judging of the pro- 
priety of granting a license for a small still, have taken into their consideration 
the situation in which it was placed, connected with the neighbourhood of a 
large still; but in the event of mistake happening, by all the circumstances 
not coming within the view of the Commissioners of the Revenue, and that a 
license iur a small still has been granted under existing circumstances, which, if 
llic'Commissioners bad known at the time they would not have granted the 
license, does not the inconvenience and injury in such cases fall very hard upon 
the large still?— Much inconvenience and injury would perhaps occur to tlie large 
still in that case ; but whatever may have been done when first the power was 
granted of licensing small stills, 1 think the Commissioners would now be greatly 
to blame if any error of tlmt son should be committed. 

Do not you know that in consequence of the small still at Kilkenny beiii"- 
licensed, the large still at Cloninell of i .ooo gallons, has since been reduced to 
200 ? — 1 was not aware it was owing to the still at Kilkenny; and I shoukrnot 
have supposed so, because that, owing to the erabarrussmeuts of the times, and 
other ciiciimstances, the size of the large stills has been very much reduced in 
other parts of Ireland, especiillly in Dublin. 

What is the alteration of the times to which you allude, as affecting large 
stills? — The general commercial embarrassment has been owing to the want of 
command of money. 

Do you believe that the consumption of spirits in Ireland is as great now as it 
was two years bacl? ? — I believe it is quite so ; but there is a large stock on hand, 
1 believe, now, which has been greatly increasing for two years, from which the 
consumption is supplied. 



May not that large stock, and has it not, in fact, been occasioned, in a great 
degree, by the. quantity of illicit spirits which have got into consumption? — ^The 
market of the large distiller must have been injured by the illicit spirits, 
certainly. 

Are you of opinion, that licencing small stills in the mountainous parts of the 
country would be accompanied with any good effect whatsoever, as tong as the 
spirits produced from that small still paid the duty, and there was no punishment 
similar to that imposed by this law upon the illicit distiller? — I am sure it would 
by no means whatever. 

You have mentioned a great injury that the revenue sustained by orders from 
certain general officers; were there not other military detachments there that the 
revenue officers got the full aid of? — I know nothing of that, but from the facts 
stated in the complaints. 

Do yon know any thing of the extent of private distillation in the province of 
Connaught ?— 1 have a knowledge from a report of the officers. 



4yo. 
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Mortis, 4 " die Jum'i, 1816 . 

The Right Honourable Sir GEORGE FITZGERALD HILL, Bart, 
in the Chair. 



The Honourable and Reverend Archdeacon Charles Knox, enlicd in, 
and Examined. 

The Hon and Uev were rector of Moville in the barony of Innisliowen? — I was. 

Archdeacon How long had you been resident there ? — I should think about six years, or 
Charles Knox. perhaps more. 

' In what year were you transferred from — It is about two years and a liaif 
since I left it. 

Your residence was within what distance of Bonifoble ? — 1 think about u mile 
and a half from the market ; about a mile From the village of Boiiilbbh;. 

Was there much illicit distillation going on tlicrc when you knew it? — Yes; 
there was quite a common open market at the Point at Bonifoble, for the sale of 
illicit distilled spirits. 

Did you feel it necessary to take any part yourself, or feel it necessary to take 
any steps to inform the Government about it ? — I wrote to Mr. Marsden, who 
was at that time at the liead of that department, about the necessity of {•.stablishing 
a barrack at that point for twenty men ; he acquicscetl in tlic necessity, and it wa.s 
only prevented I believe, by some difference with the Btirrack Board. 

What was your reason for supposing that a barrack was nece.ssary ? — On 
account of the market being kept quite open witiuiut any annoyance, it was 
completely an open market, at which they would tell the regular price after com- 
municating with each other, and I thought it might be checked in a cuusidcrahlc 
degree by a barrack being placed there. 

How did the genticineii of the country conduct themselves at that time; did thev 
lake any part to put it down or to encourage it? — Some of the gentlemen 
1 know, took an active part to put it down ; one with whom 1 was iniimatcly 
acquainted did ; what was done by otliers I cannot pretend to say ; Mr. lidwurtl 
Cluchestcr, who is amagistrate there, took a very active part. 

Your efforts were not quite effectual, were they i — I do not lliink in tliat di.sfrict 
the gentry would be tboronghly able to put it down, on acconnt of their miinbcrs 
being so few in respect to the population ; if the number had been greater with 
respect to the population, 1 think then the gentry would succeed. 

Was the fining system in use at that time? — The lining system liad been in 
operation ; I am not certain whether it had not been sus[tendcd then, leaving the 
fines hanging over the guilty at that time. 

Can you tell the Committee wliat efi'ect you think that .system had iqioii the 
minds of the people while it was in force ? — I think the systonn where it doc.s not 
succeed, is extremely injurious to tlie iniiuls of the common people; I tliiuk llial. 
no system by which the innocent are puni.shed for the guilty, will succeed in 
making them inform agiiiust the guilty in Ireland, it being contrarv entirclv to 
their moral habits. 

Do you give the opinion you have last stated From your experience during yiiur 
residence in Innishowen,oris it speculatively founded upon genenil principles, you 
having been out of Innishowen for these last three years ? — It does not relate parti- 
cularly to Innishowen ; I cannot say it is a speculative opinion, it is I'rom genera! 
observation; indeed I do not think there is any necessity to stale it, for I believe 
every body is of the same opinion. 

You lived afterwards in Tyrone ? — I did. 

A very extensive parish you had there, running up into the mountains ; can you 
form your opinion of that? — I know nothing of the distillation in that parish. 

Where you now reside there is very little, if any thing of that sort? In the 

immediate neighbourhood ; about the mountains I understand there is. 

But in the well inhabited country ? — In the well inhabited country, I conceive 
the present system would entirely put it down, hut in the country ; where ilic 
gentry bear a small proportion to the rest of the population, I think they would 
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fui! ; I think the principle of interest does not operate upon the lower orders The lion, and Rcc. 
against a false principle of honour. Archdeacoti 

Do not you conceive that this system of private distillation in the mountainous C/i«r/es Knox. 

parts can he carried on v^ilhout the knowledge of the inhabitants of the country -• ^ 

round ? — The country people must know of th^e stills I think ; and they could put 
them down if they pleased, but i do not think they ever will; 1 think they would 
resort to a combination against Government, instead of combining to support 
themselves by supporting Government. 

That you consider to be the effect of the operation of the fines ? — I do. 

Are the illicit spirits generally consumed in those parts of the country where the 
manufaciuie of them does not prevail ? — I believe they are consumed in prefe- 
rence, though not so much perhaps as they were, on account of the heavy fines 
that were threatened against the consumers ; but there is a taste acquired for the 
illicit spirits which U not easily given up. I consider that this as operating more 
considerably on tlie middle ranks than on the lower. I consider mat the lower 
ranks, if the legal spirits were equally cheap or cheaper, would consume them as 
soon as they would their present favourite ; I think drara-driukers would not make 
a tlift'erence. 



Do you happen to recollect the price of the illicit spirits now in that part of the 
country to which you allude ? — I do not know the exact price, but I believe it is 
as regularly known and published as arty other article of merchandize. I made it 
a rule never to purchase any myself when I was there. 

Has it ever been within your knowledge, that the price of the illicit spirits is 
absolutely and iVequently published in the market notes of the towns of the North 
of Ireland ? — I have heard that there were market notes in Coleraine, but I do not 
know it of my own knowledge. 

You have heard that the prices were published in those notes ? — I have heard 
so, but I do not know it from my own knowledge. 

Do not you believe that the unlawful Spirit is sold in the country at as high a 
price as the legal spirit ? — I am not quite certain Upon that; I fancy, after it has 
travelled a certain distance it may, but it depends on the distance it has to travel, 
I imagine. 



Then the illegal spirit, which is consumed in the lower parts of tUh country and 
the more fertile parts, is not sold cheaper than the legal spirits ?— I am not ccriain 
as to that, but 1 am very certain numbers would purchase it if it was sold higher, 
from the acquired taste, but I do not think the lower ranks would. 

Do you think that licensing small stills in the mountainous parts, and increasing 
the punishment upon tlm actual distiller convicted, for instance, from imprisonment 
10 transportation, would have an effect in suppressiim illicit distillation? — It is 
hard for me to tell that; I should rather think it would, but I am not competent 
to answer the question. 

Are you of opinion that lowering the duties would lend to lessen the private 
distillation ?— 1 think that must depend very much upon how much it was lowered. 
If it was lowered to a certain extent, 1 certainly think that it would entirely 
destroy the private distillation, for the public distillers can work cheaper than the 
private distillers. 

In the general, do you think the lowering it to a certain degree would lessen 
the evil ?-—It all depends upon a certain degree, for it depends upon the profit 
which it leaves to the private distiller over the public one. 

If those who consume the illicit spirits in the populous part of the comity of 
Tyrone, where the manufaetiire of illicit spirits docs not locally prevail, pay as 
high a price for those spirits as would be required for what is legally distilled, 
should you, under such circumstances, think that the reduction of the price would 
tend to put down the illicit mamifecture ?— I consider that those who purchase 
under those circumstances, are those who are paying for a luxury, not those who 
are purchasing to support the manufacture. 

Do you think that any reduction, except one to a very great extent indeed, 
would operate in other parts of the country ?—I consider it would require a very 
considerable reduclion. 

Do not you think that, considering the risk that the illicit distiller runs at pre- 
sent, a moderate reduction of duty would enable the legal distiller to come into 
some sort of competition with him ?— The exact proportion it is impossible for 
me to tell; what reduction would bring them upon an equality iii the market, 
1 cannot tell. 



Do not you conceive that the result of a very great reduction of duty, by making 
whiskey very cheap, and in fact increasing its consumption, would have a very 
Fatal effect upon the morals and the habits of the peasantry ot the country ?- 
‘ xlaviiig 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




8S MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMxMITTEE 

The Hon. and Kfv. Having it ver^ chea|) would ; and yet it is a strange tiling to suy. that I have 
Archdeacon seen very litllc injurious effects from the drinking of spirits upon tlu- licalth of tlu.' 

L/mrles Knox. inliahiiants in the country [larts of Irelmid ; ii has very little elleci upon them. 

* The «]!K’stion applies to their morals also? — Their morals would he injured, hut 
their murals are very much injured liy the jxrescnt system also. 

.Do not you think that even a diminution of this mischief woulil be dearly pur- 
chased, by the consequences that would arise in other parts of Ireland, pariicularly 
in the populous cities ? — I think it would be extremely injurious in the cities; in 
the cities, where the food is different, it is greatly injurious to the health, I have 
no, doubt. 

Are not spirits very cheap in tlie country at present, where iliieit spirits [irovail r 
— 1 do not know tlie [u'icc at all. 

Arc they not cheap in the country, w’here illicit distillation prevails at presem : 
— i should imagine not very cheap, in proportion to the money that is in circu- 
lation. 

They are much cheaper than the legal spirits ?— Tlicy arc. 

Does great drimkeuncss prevail in the northern counties? — I do not think ilu'v 
are rcmaricahk; tor firutdxenncss ; there is more drimkcnucss in towns, a great deal, 
tium ill the country. 

Have yon been in populous cities where UiivS drunkcimess woultl be likely to 
jHCvail from lowiu’ing the duties?— I pa.wd through Drogheda on a fair day, and 
1 never saw so much drnnkciiiieas as 1 did llicre. 

At the present high rate of duty?— It was the last fair day. 

Do you remember whether mucli drunkenness prevailed in those cities wlteii 
the duties were lower by a half tlian they are at present?— I did nol kiiow the 
state of those cities at that time; it w'us accident made me observe it in passing 
through Drogheda. 

Are you aware, that the duty at present is double the amount it was in 1812 ? — 
I do not know the rate of duty cither now or then. 

Do you consider that there is as much drunkenness now as there was at that 
period ? — 1 do not know at all; I never saw more drunkenness ihuii on that 
particular day. 

The Committee wish to know, whether the morals of the peo|)l(! do not run as 
much risk by the illicit whiskey, as they would by reducing the iliily upon legal 
whiskey in a certain degree ? — Ifyou rednee the price of wliiskey, I cousiiU'r that 
there would be greater risk for their morals; it would depend upon, whether it 
was so tar reduced as to reduce the price of whiskey. 

Do you mean by that the present price of whiskey sells at ?— 'The present price 
that whiskey sells at; the lower the' price of whiskey, of course the greater is 
the risk to the morals of the people. 

Is not the effect of illicit distillation injurious to the morals of the people in 
other respects than in point of drunkeimess ?— I consider it extremely injurious, 
for It causes a general combination against the laws of the country ; and it also 
occasions them to consider, what they are too apt to consider, the laws as their 
oppressors and not as their protectors, particularly as those wlio are innocent are 
punished for those who are guilty. 

Upon the principles of morals, is it not your opinion, iliat in another respect 
it injures the morals of the people materially, luunety, in die defences they set up, 
and the quaiuily oi proof they bring in, to ttvoid being fined? — 1 consider that 
rather the consequence of their immorality than the cause of it; I consider that 
the cause lies deeper, and that they would always dcf’etid themselves in a 
similar way. 

But inasmuch as the whole townland are subject to this line, is it not an 
mcouriigement to them, by swearing, to get riii of the hue if they caii»— 
Certainly it is. 

Is there any penalty which the law cduhl impose as a punisliiiient for llic 
offence of illicit distillation, whidi would not produce the same course of conduct 
and clforts to defend themselves, on the part of such as now make the defences 
adverted .to f Perhaps if it fell on the individuals wlio distilled, there would not 
be so many concerned in endeavouring to screen them ; but whether that would 
answer I cannot decide, the question is ahogether involved in the greatest 
dithcolty; I have often heard the subject canvassed, and never heard a method 
proposed that appeared to me likely to put down private distillation. 

Wheii you speak of general combination in favour of illicit distillation, will 
you exrtam what you inean by that term?— I mean the country people joining to 
watch the revenije offieets, to give information to each otlier, and to endeavour in 

every 
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rveiy way to screen each other, and also opposition by force, which has been 77, fj/,,,, ff/jd 
I'Cfiorted to. AirlKkacon 

Is not one of the parts of this combination an interest on the part of the baiicv ChurUi Knox\ 

p:row(T to get u good price from the illicit distiller for tliat material f — 1 think n, ' 

tlint might have operated in the early stage ; T do not think it operates at all now ; 
that might have operated on the landlord ; I consider the laiuliords now are 
nn.\'ious to put it down^ they siifter a great deal more tlian tliev gain by the 
bariev. 1 consider the effect of the present system upon the landlords has been 
complete, and that wherevc'r they have miLhority it will iinswer, but where ilu-ir 
power fails, from different causes, there the system will not answer; 1 consider the 
system has answered as far as landlords arc concerned. 

Are not the imliecnsed publicans very numerous in the North? — They were so 
when 1 was in Innishowcn, in almost every house they sold whiskey. 

Are not all that class of people interc.stcd in the combination to support the 
illegal distillers? — Those illicit sellers who have not farms are, those who have 
farms, are not interested in it, tlicy are interested on the other side; all the holders 
of land are interested in suppressing private disiilUition. 

The illicit manufacture requires a vast number of carriers of the whiskey? — 

Yes. 

Are not all those carriers in the combination with the illicit distillers to mainiavi 
the practice — I presume they are.' 

Have you heard, and do yon believe, that the barony of Innisliowen was 
supplied wiili barley to be manufactured into illicit spirits there from many pails 
of the North of Ireland ? — It was, 1 have seen the barley boats come in. 

Tlicn the ])rofils to the illicit dealers in the barony of Innishowcn were greatly 
extended, I'rmn that district being the place of manufacture for the barley grown 
tliroughouL .many of the counties of the North ? — Certainly, I conceive so. 

Do not you i'ecl that the operation of the law is peculiarly severe on landlords 
wlio have lent tlieir assistance to put down this evil, in saddling their property with 
the line? — I consider it a very great private hardship; but whether it may be 
overbalanced or not by any public advaiitage, 1 cannot pretend to say. 

From your knowledge of the country, do you think that the revenue officers use 
their utmost endeavours to suppress this practice ? — It is a hard question to 
answer; some conduct themselves particularly well, and some otherwise; indeed 
j cannot pretend to speak to that. 

Have they been as diligent, in your opinion, as they ought to be in putting 
down the sn'ie in the private houses where whiskey is to bo had? — 1 think it w-ouM 
be very hard for thegautrer to put it clown in private houses, without there being a 
public set of ini'oriners,' for gaugers are watched. 

[s it not for the gauger’s advantage that this system of fining should con-- 
•tinne ? — It depends entirely on the rewards given to tlie gauger for his condiieC ; il 
the rewards overbalance the bribes they get, in that case it would be more tcj their 
advantage to put it down. 

What do yon mean by bribes; from the distillers, or Irom whom ?— From the 
private distillers. 

Then you are of opinion that some do get bribes ^ — I cannot pretend to 
say that. 

Are you aware that they get very large premiums from the Commissioners of 
the Excise, in addition to the portion that they are entitled to of this fine ? I have 
heard so, and I believe formerly they did receive bribes ; wliether It is the case at 
present I canot pretend to say, I iiope it is not. 

Then, bettveeii the chance of bribes, and the certainty of payment from the 
Couunissiotiers, and the still-fiiie, do you not think it is their advantage that this 
practice should continue ? — Certainly it is not wise to kill the hen that lays the 
golden egg; but that is putting all morality out of the question, and gaugers are 
moral men I suppose, as well as other people. 

Then you only give this answer speculatively, and not as applicable towbaf 
you deem the conduct or principles of the officers of excise to be ? -1 meant to 
specify it so ; £ was merely talking of pecuniary advantage, and nut of adviiniage 
of character, or any thing else. 

Wliile you resided in llie Biirony of Innisliowen, Jo you know of any effectual 
exertions having been made to collect the towuland fines?— 1 do not recollect any. 

Do you recollect a revenue cutler being stationed in Loch Foyle, for the purpose 
of preventing die smuggling between Iimishoweii and Migallagban Vei-y often ; 

1 have seen them stationed there, the exact periods I cannot tell, but they were 
not able to lie exactly opposite the market, which was the reason 1 lecommended 
490. z 
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7//.' lion, nnd Rev. that a barraclc should be erected on that spot ; I was often surprised by tl\e little 
/Iirlideficon elVcct of the revenue cutter on the trade. 

( hm-U\ Knox. Pp think that if they brought too all the boats passing and repassing 

'' V.' ^ hy their armed boats, it would cut oiVilie intereoiivso f — Tliey must have a regular 

system of row'-boats to do that ; lor the j)assage is but short, and thev could easily 
escape boats that were not immediately on the spot. 

Do you think the measures now in existence are sunieient to pul dmvn illicit 
distillation ? — In some parts of Ireland, 1 think they an- ■, in uiliers, 1 think thi'v 
will fail ; 1 think in the mountainous districts, and in those parts t)f Irelaml wlu'iv 
there arc few resident gentry, tliey will fail ; but 1 iliink in other parts of Ireland 
they will succeed. 

Do von consider a reduction in the duty as essentia! for the pur[)osc of putting 
down illicit distillation ? — 1 cannot preLeud to say wliat other scheme may be. 
devised, and at the same lime save the revenue. 

Do you not consider, as far as regards the morals of the people, that it would 
be a considerable national advantage, that a similar restrielion should take placi; 
upon the strength of spirits as does take place in this eountrv, and that none 
should be brought into general consumption at a greater slreiigih than 2 o per 
cent, under liyclromeLcr prooft— -If all the spirits that were ecmsiimed were to 
come under that denomimuioii, it would be a great advantagt? ; but as they could 
not interi'erc in that waiy with the illicit s|)irit, I consider it u-oiild be a high 
premium for illicit cli.stillatioii. 

Then if a similar check could be put upon unlicensed spirits as upon licensed 
spirits, in that case you consider that the measure would be very desirable ? — \''cry 
desirable indeed. 



Could you be sure at your present residence, or at any future residencre, of not 
being made liable to punishment by fine, for part of a still being foimd in yunr 
grounds? — A singvilar thing happened to myself; upon parting with one ol' niy 
servants, I found the greatest part of a private still in iny own eelliir, while 1 
resided at M'ovillc. 

^ Do yon believe that that still was left there for the purpose of injuring yon ? — 
No ; bull suspect ihatduring my absence it was emjiloyed fu- privntr di^nllaiioii, 
and that I might have sullcred if it had been discovered l)y any oni' Imi niysolf. ’ 

Ilavcyou cverbeard of any in-stance where malice of that kind has been ('lleetuul 
in accoiii|)lishing such u revenge r — I iiave not heai'd of an instance of it ; I have 
Iviiown of the lear of it, but 1 jicvcr heard an instance of it; a particular I'rieiul 
of njiuewho wti.s very active in suppressing private stills, I think fonml seven or 
eight upon his own ground, which he suspected were put there for the [mrjiOHc of 
injuring liiin ; but that may be bis mistake. 

Had illicit tlisLillaiion existed on that estate ? — In the entire of that neigh- 
bourhood. 

Who was the person ? — IMr. Edward Chichester. 

Though illicit distillation had prevailed all over that ncighhonrhood, the cirenm- 
sUuice of finding these stills cm Mr. Chichester’s estate, 'incluees an opinion ihiil. 
they were left frotn a malieious iiiiciuion to injure him? — I think it is more likely 
that they were lelt as a place of safety ; I'or he had only enemies as bcin'r aii 
active magistmte. 



You know the law, that astili-wnnn or head, or any filing of that kind, subjects 
the person in whose ground or place it is fouiul, to a fine ?— 1 understand lliai was 
tile law ; I do not know whether it has been changed. 

Then if that servant that had placed that still in your cellar without your 
knowledge, had afterwards gone and informed the gauger ilmt ho would liiul a 
still in your house, and he had come and found it, would yon not, as the law wti-! 
have been liable to a fine ?— I should be liable according to Ihe'law ; btii at tlie 
saine time I believe tlieline would have been remitted from an act of ’justice. 

Would not this remission from the fine have been at the will of the gaiu'cr or 
if reported at .Dublin, at the will of the Chief Commissioner ?— At the will ol' ’the 
Chief Coimiiissioncr, I suppose. 

Do you know whetlier the Act of Parliament contains any power to the Com- 
missmners to forgive the fine ?— I do not know ; bitt the general iminTssion was 
that It wo, i d not have hem e.xactcd ; If I had bem a si,spioiu„s chara<;lci- k 
would ; so that there is still a liability. 

ft ill yom- opinion, the system of fining toivnlands was one v.diich minlit to be 
iu.hered to, you will not e.xpress it to be your opinion also, thal a solitary in«lan.... 
ol the nature you tiesenbe, should be coiiskiered a.s an e.vccntim, to llie'benili-ial 
pnne.ple.'-I do not consider, that if the system were a good one, lliatit should ■ 
be given up for a solitary mstance. 
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Do you oonsUler this us a solitary instance?—! do not consider it a solitary The Hon. and Uev, 
instnncf; 1 mentioned ^vllat happened to Mr. Edward Chichester; and I have Archdeacon 
heard coiuplaiuts of stills being placed in different townlands from that upon which Charles Knox. 
they have been employed; that has been a common complaint, whether with ^ 

justice or not, I cannot say. 

You have no knowledge of any instance but that which you have stated ? I 

have no personal knowledge except of my own case ; but from what I have heard, 

1 have no doubt of its happening in other instances; at the same time I musi; 
say, I have not heard of any evil conscqttences arising, or of any innocent man 
being punished I'or such a thing. 

It is only the liability ? — Yes. 



The Rev. called in ; and Examined. 

ARE yon Rector of Lower Moville, in the barony of Innislioweu ? — I am. 

Do you know that the private distillers have a market in that neighbourhood \ S. Monigomcn/. 
— I am perfectly W’ell acquainted with it. ' 

Will you state shortly what you know of it? — I know for many years previous 
to the last year, there was a market close to the place where I at present reside. 

Was there any revenue station near that? — No revenue station at the time I 
speak of. 

Are you of opinion that the revenue officers, from the publicity of that market 
being held there, could not have stopped it? — I really think that the permission 
given to that market lias very much increased the private distilleries in hmishoweu 
for many years. 

What do you mean by permission ? — No effort being made to prevent it ; no 
adequate eifort, at least. 

I'Vom your knowledge of that country, have the gentlemen of the country lent 
a fair assistance to stop the practice of illicit distillation? — I declare I think of 
late they seem to have exerted themselves as much as in their power. There arc 
very few resident gentlemen in the barony of Innishowen, and I. may say no resi- 
dent gentleman in my parish po.sscsscdof towiilaiul except myself; 1 believe 1 aiu 
the only person in the parish possessed of an entire townland. 

Do you happen to know of any particular operation arising out of the system 
of lining townlands ? — •! think it has borne very heavily on iiuiny innocent people 
of the country. 

AVhat effect do yon conceive it has upon the minds of the mass of the inhabi- 
tants, who fco;l themselves innocent of being concerned in tlnit practice ? — Cer- 
tainly their minds are very unsettled and very uncomfortable; they seem in a sort 
of despair. 

Do they feel the principle unjust, to punish them for a crime they have not 
committed ! — I suppose they do ; they must indeed naturally feel it. 

Does that tend to make common cause between fhem and the persons concerned 
in this practice, to avoid being fined r — 1 think that in my immediate neighbour- 
hood illicit distillation has been very much put down, and I think it my duty to 
say, that I think the fining system lias much contributed to it, but at the same 
time I am afraid that their minds are very uncomfortable ; tliere lias a great deal 
of misery and distress been iudiired thereby. 

Has not that misery equally pressed on those not concerned in the act of distil- 
lation as upon the giulty ?— I think, in the lines that have been paid, the guilty 
people contributed, where they were able, more than the innocent. 

Have you not knowm that persons not concerned in this practice, have been 
severely injured by the effect ol' this fining system? — I certainly do believe that 
many innocent people have suffered severely in consequence of the fining system. 

In wliat manner? — Their cows have been seized, and they have been obliged to 
pay certain proportions of money ; their cattle have been driven. 

Pounded? — Yes. 

Sold? — I do not know how they were sold; they were generally carried to 
Derry; I never knew of any auction in the country. 

What distance is Derry from the place where yon reside ?— 'About fifteen miles. 

Were sheep and lambs driven? — Yes, anti liorses. 

Driven fifteen miles? — Yes. 

Were they impoiuidcd ?— I believe so ; they lakeii to Derry, and I believe 
kept in a close place. 

Did 
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T)i(] you iinppcn to hear, that in cunsetjiUMice of lluis driviiis^ tht-m this {li>. 
fy.Moiii-'omcr}). tanci!, wlieii they were sold rhev went for iioihini; ? — 1 believe lin y went very 

I ' 'j rcasnnahly, and I believe the noople to whom ilu-y beloiigeil i;eiieiahy .i;ol them ; 

^ they were i^eiieniliy given to them on easy terms. 

Did you liear of any lambs dying on tlie road in the eoiirse ol' the driving r — I 
believe in ihc eoui'se of dm hist few weeks some himhs have dieil ; one [>-u'i of my 
jiarish was swept about llirec or rtmr weeks ago, ahom the heginning of .May, mi>l 
a inimhcr of ciiule, horses, cows, sheep, lanihs, &<•. were thuen to {ir<-en CaMle 
on the dav on wliich they were seizcfl, ami, :is 1 have been iuforim'd, were kepi 
there all night without food ; I believe food could not hr- pioeured for them ; iIk-v 
wore li'om ihenee removed to Derry. 

Are yon not of opinion that the cflce.t of this sweeping nil the sioek, and 
driving llicni such a disiance, lends materially lo injure liie lanriionls of iho i- 
])ro[)C)'ties -so swept, by taking the sceuiity I'ov their renir — if the leimniry me 
injured, I presume the lundlortf must he so. 

J)oes it not fall heavier on the landlord ihun on the acUiid di'tillers ? — Cerlainlv, 
I should tliink so; because the chsiiilers may bear a very small |ji'oporiion to tin- 
inhabitants of the townhmd. 

What is the general situation of the actual distillers in point orciremnslanecR 
I think at present tiicy arc of the lowest c’htss, aiul IVefjuenlly not possessed even 
of small fitjins. 

Is there not a vast proportion of nionnlain connerted with the ilin’ereut town- 
lands in your parish f — Vcfi, a very great extent of iuomitain ; the parish is divided 
by a ridge of mountains. 

Does not that ridge of mountain give great facility to persons eoncerned in this 
trade, to cuntimie it without, the knowledge of the generality oi' the inlmhiiaiiis 
of the towuland f — It certainiy ad'ords laciliiie.s. 

\Vhat cftect do you conceive the lining system has upon the morals of the 
people. Arc they not driven to avoid this line, to set up delcnees :uul siippoi i 
them by oallis, that go much to demoralize the generaliiy of the iiiluihiiimis - 
I am rather of opinion that of late few ilefcnccs liavc been set up; I lliink the 
people seem to acquiesce, and for two or three assizes jiasr, lew, if miv, del- iiei .h 
iuive been taken, and in a particular instance wlierc I recommemkd a dnenn-, 
they did not take it. 

Can ymi form any o|)inion why they did not take those defenees ? — They llnd 
they do not avail ; ilicy arc seldom successful. 

' Arc you aware of the expense attending the defence? — The expeii.'><' is from 
three to four guineas, I believe, and perhaps the parties ar<- vny [lour; ilmv 
attempt to make up a general purse, and do not all come forward. 

Faliaps they know they arc guilty? — Probably from aconvicliun of guilt. 

'I'he c.vpcnsc is about four guineas? — 1 tliink from three to four cniim.is. 

Are you not of opinion then, that the poverty of the people is iiiiich the cmi.se 
of these defences not being made ? — Where there Ls a gom-ral fund wlierc evi-ry 
man is to contribute, there is a difliciilty in making the cdileciion, and 1 suppose 
in consequence of that, us well as nut having fuimd defences available, tiny are 
not often taken. 

In the case yon alhitle to, where yon rocoinmended a deftmec lo be taken, did 
yon not see fair gmiiiuls fur such (Icfcncc before you recommended it r — 1 will 
state the reason why 1 recommended it: — my pari.sh is divided by a ridge of 
mountains; that portion of it which lies on the banks of Loeli b'ovic is com- 
paratively free from illicit distillation, it generally prevails iiimn that, puriimi 
which lies on the sea; I hearal that some tenant of Mr. Young of faldali', who 
had some land on the sea, luid got into a mountain belonging to that part of the 
parish which lies on Loch Foyle; the excise olhcer found 1 believe a ki-<r of 
singlings in that Jiioimtain, and he did not know to which townhmd it t)e!ong”d ; 
he brought an information against both lownhuuls, and 1 tluaighi that as 'hiev 
were mnocent, if they had taken a defence, [irobably the Hues windil not have 
been imposed; they did not lake a defence, and 1 understand they liuvc been 
both fined. 

You have said, that until last year, tlierc was a market in the neighbomiiood, 
where llie produce of illicit distillation was consumed ?— There was. 

That market no longer exists f — It does not exist on the spot wlicrc it was for- 
merly, but there is a market at a little distance from it. 

What was the reason of its being removed ?~A barrack lias been established, 
and troops iiave been quartered there. 

Do ymi think the sale of s|.irits Itas been so great within the last year as it was 
lormerly ?— I do not tbiiik it has. 

Do 
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Do not you attribute the diininntion to the operation of the system of fining g Mfn 7 gomarij. 
lownlands '? — T iliink that has hud an effect in lessening it. ^ ’ 

You have said that of late the gentry in your neighbourhood have exerted 
themselves in suppressing illicit distillation ? — 1 have mentioned, that in my parish 
there are no resident gentlemen, but in the barony of Innishowcn 1 believe they 
have made considerable exertions. 



Since 1813 ? — Yes. 

Yon mentioned that you were possessed of a townland in the barony iu wliieli 
you live ? — Yes. 

Idas there been any fine on that land ? — None. 

Do you attribute the absence of any fine on that townland to your residence 
upon it, and the exertions you have made to prevent illicit distillation ? — i cer- 
tainly attribute it to both. 

Do you ibink in most cases, that the exertions of a resident landlord, and the 
influence which he possesses over his lenantry, if properly directed, would 
contribute to the sujiprcssion of illicit distillation ? — 1 consider a landlord’s being 
resident must have a. considerable effect. 



Supposing illicit distillation to exist to the extent to which you recollect it to 
have existed, would not the consequences be, very dissolute habits among the 
lower orders, and great idleness and inebriety ?— Of course wliere illicit distillation 
prevails there musi be a laxity of morals. 

Which do you ihink the greatest evil, the dissolute habits that must arise 
if illicit dislilkuioii is not completely checked, or the discontent which arises from 
the inllicliou of lines on townlands f~I rather think, that the aflcct, ions of the 
innocent people must lie alienated from the GovermiifiU by a perseverance iu the 
.present system ; and if we were to conclude, that they would not have spirits to 
drink after the illicit distillation was put down, I should think their morals would 
be improved ; but it is a matter of opinion upon which I feel great doubt. 

By the term innocent people, do you mean those who are Hot directly cou- 
cerned iu illicit distillation ? — I do. 

And only those?—! consider tliose people innocent who are not directly 
concerned. 



According to the meaning which you attach to the phrase, a person who was 
aware of the* existence of an illicit sLill, but derived no advantage_ directly or 
indircctlv from it, would be an innocent person ?—Why I call hmi innocent is, 
lliut nroinibiy ids fems may prcveiil liis giving information, lest injury should be 
dmio to hini iiy those distillers, ami lie ruilier runs the chance of a fine tliau 
give iiii'oniuition. 

You conceive however, that in most cases, if his fear of the fine got the better 
of his apprehension of the hostility of the illielt distillers, that he might by giving 
information protect himself from the fine f— in some instances that mkirmatmu 
1 ms been gitrn to myself; but what I mean to say is, that m general they do 
not come forward, tliey dislike the idea ol the mionnuig, and they are restrained 
bv those Ibar.s ; but iliosc lears have been got the bettor of m some instances, 
where I have had Inloriiuition myself. 

In most iustanccs, do you not think the parties whom you call iunocent persons, 
could give information if they would ?— 1 think in general they could. 

You s'lv that you think at present illicit distillation is confiiidd to persons who 
Invc no property, not even to those who have small favmsi--ln some JusrmicGS 
they have none, and in general they me persons oi the lowest description 1 thmU. 

Do not you think it is the fear of the fine wliich prevents the possessor of a 
tmuill faimi from distilling?— I convinced it has an ellecl. 

Then the consequence of the removal of the fine would probably be, 
person without property, and the person a so with small properly, m thobC 
!-onntries in which illicit distillation principally prevails, would be cOacc.ncd . 1 
,it r_Vciy likely ; 1 ibink it would probably prevail more limn it doc» at picsuit, 
if ihe fines were abolished. 

In usins the word innoccnl, do you consider all those innocent except the 
Dorson actutdly enga<;e(l in the illicit niaimliicturc ot spirits ?— should not 
bn,3or the nlJltstel, m- uuy person engaged tlireotly or n.dtreotly n, the manu- 
iUcture, or in the carrying and transicr ot ig nniocent. 

Or the nriller who grinds the malt ? No. 

Or tho tmlicensed vender.'— Certtiinly not. 

Do you conceive that the proprietor of the barley which ,» mam, laetnre.l, ,« 
on hmLenn>emon i-IIc is, i feltr, Os guilty as auy other man, whose gra.n may 
be sold for the purpose of illicit distillation 

.490. ^ ^ 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




94 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

Is lie one of tliose persons whom vou meant to .leserihe l.v •1„. , 

'■ innocent when you said that the innocent often sull'er liv the in, '■,0111 l 

I certainly did not take him into my cnlciihitkm as a irniltv 'onMni nhei, I V~i 
tlic won! muocent, cr . i • > > n i hm'h 

Then one class of innocent persons whom yon desin-ihe ns siill'eriim hv ih,' lie 
IS that of the proprietors of the barley wliicli is iinlawfnilv inantif.aniirt d 
taiiily^ I do iiidude them in tiie (orm iminceni. * ‘ " 

You have stated, that tlic distiller himself isseldom the proprietor of t'„e l.-nlev t 
— Very seldom, 1 believe. ‘ 

And in consequence .seldom the proprietor of the spirii M hicli he n ai;e- =— I 
should suppose he purchpes the barley previous i„ the pn.eess ofdiMillation’ and 
then 1 should consider linn the owner ot the spirit. ’ 

I lh,f S''"frally of till- lowest .-lass of soeielv i 

Is ho generally then the proprietor of the barley lliat lie dislils or Is I 

&yntlnLlislr“^ ‘-.1-'-l>vp,ireliases,h.i: 

Among other advantages witieli would arise from lli,' ivsideiiee of ilie l-.nd . i 

IZk^t'.lccidedfl"'’'' ‘'i'liltl.io" is 011,1 i- 1 

Do not you ll,i,,k that ihe operation of ihis sysira, ,d' liniifi lownliimE i. ■, 
ihrect ciieomageiiieiit to the landed proprietor to reside on Ins e.iaie t_| .,nl m i 
prepared to say it is, hecansc he may ‘liavc a risk himself of hehi'r 'liitr'i's"Vr,v 
hese laws , Iiather think it would operate against bis residence Uicir. ^ 

You think if he resided there, he could avoid the fines by exertion ?—I sliouM 
ilnnlv so ; it he has a large .mountainous property, even his rcsidm.-e' th.Tc n . 
not enable him to put It down totally. ^ ^ ii< i. tti< u m,q\ 

You have stated, that in most cases, if a landed nroi)ncfnr1.d,:n,r.. .• i , 

think his propmt'y more likely to'brihred'it- he isatci,"”" 

^ Do not you think it anatiiral coiieliision, that he lias a direct oeenni-irv ,■ , 
inmost cases to become a resident on liis property'— I il, „k itiiiiali ■' 
an imlncemeiit certainly, and would operale so. ^ mil. it iiii^lil oi>ei.iie as 

To what cause do yon attribute the circumstance, Unit of late the genii, ■me,, i„ 

nwarethat a townland may be fined because nof.lp m-,vi V 

house, or that the townland rnny be Itaef bL i e ?l7e f 

found concealed in a bog in it '-Ycl ’ ‘‘ is 

, Do you not believe, that where those fiiie.s are iim,os,sl i 

imioeent people punished that emild not know- any thin ' the , , ‘e ' , 'i’l, r 

I thmk many instances may he fo.nid | but at lire ,i , ' ; , ''"‘""‘■•7 

some of Ibe inhabitants arc likclv to have a knowlcdfre .if’tl, ' ,■ 
forward, especially in the low lands. uowicdgc ui tin- jiracttcc going 

op|,"orhmh 7 oTk;;^ 7 ing”';i"ir'd^^^^^ ‘'“iT ''“'-0 less 

U^k certLy .X'Zl'Z 

add, however, that I bel eve a ^ Knowing n , [ |,(.,r leave tn 

houses; that in the house of tlie disliller,'^ he im,k 7 s mf-, pK.l! f"?"' 

up his still, and that makes it more secret than if he elirrieJl it 

Do you know of any law that prevents a hiriuer sellimr i„ , 

barley, to any one that he even knows m-iv 7 , 7 

distillation .'—1 ,|o not know of any such hi, v^ ® to make me ol 11 f,,,- pnvaie 

Toil have stated, that it ivas a „reat hni-d.l.m 1 
the law wliieh imposed fines on t,nvnland‘s, ti at “lmh7|'7|"“''“'‘'T"!‘''‘ 
and not upon the guilty person ; if a farmer wn,-! ,1 1 'I'”" ''''' "'■">''<mt, 

open market, or to nn'inllividna’l at .17 y nriee 

be employed in illicit distillation, would yoT™ side, d 'lift a was i„ 

imposing a great hardship upon him I reallv d ihi 7 '""’“■ ''“‘"“''‘'‘""='■'1 
certainly the hardship is not so ereaf nn.Yn do il uik there is n lundship; 
private, as upon the man who sell it to the piibh 7 dlii|lm. 

490. 
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V.'liy do y<™ ll.inlc it :t liardaliip tlial lie should pay a share of the fine, when 
he receives llic prolit oi the ollence? — Because lie is not coiicerneci, indirectly or 
tlirecUy, in ilic olVencc, so far as he sells the barley in the open market- 1 ou-rlit ^ ~ 
to add, that lor many years the barley that was supplied to the barony oV luinlh- 
owen fur ilhcii distillation, was siiiiplicd from the comity of Derry, and I believe 
from Antrim ; of course tbose persons were not subject to any lines. 

Tbcn ihc advantage m price is so considerable, tliat it has become worth while 
even to import barley into Innishowcn for the purpose of distillation ?— It was the 
practice for many years past; it has not prevailed so much in the last year. 

^Vhy do yon iliink it has not prevailed in the last year? — Because I think 
illicit plistiilation has not so generally prevailed in Imiishoweu for the last veur 
as before. ^ 

It itwere tvortli wliilclo import barle}’^ into Iiiiiishowen from other countries iVn; 
the purpose at distillation, of course you can have no doubt that the price of the 
barley grown in Imiishoweu must have been considerably raised by the saini' 
practice ? — Of course. 

Then the growers of barley have liaci a direct Interest in the continuance of the 
practice.? — It they have got a larger price from the private than they could from 
the public distiller, certainly; and I believe tlicy have. 

Have you any doubt that they iiave .?~1 have not. 

Can you tell me what the price of barley was in Innishowen in tiie month of 
lUarcli ? — I believe about ten-pence at that time, but [believe it has increased since' 

Ip the military established at Innishowen should be withdrawn, is it your 
opinion tlnii this <listil!ation woidd get up again ? — 1 believe it would. 

Is it your opinion, that the licensing of small stills, laying tines on mills that 
ground malt without its being certified by the proper oHicer, increasing the 
punishing of sending to prison upon the conviction illicit distillers to transporta- 
tion, would not that have the effect of putting it down, williout the fining 
system f — J am not prepared to answer that question. 

You have mentioned, that the grain grown in Innisliowcn brings a much better 
price than it would tlo if illicit distillation did not prevail there?— I believe 
It does. 

Do not you think there is in the Ijarony of Innishowen a majority of farmers 
who gain more by ihe additional price which they Urns get for their barley, thair 
they lose by the payment of the sli!i-finc.s .?■ — I declare, where the payments have 
been made, I should doubt very much w'hcthcr they reap an advantage; the only. 
tliOerence must he the differeiice between the private and public distillers price, 
calculating the different lines that have been paid. 

Tlicn you mean the private di.siillcr would give a higher price tiian the li,censetl 
distiller? — Yes, I believe so; there are few jniblic distillers to purchase it. 

Tlie [irivate distiller in genei'al, you say, is a poor man.? — Yes. 

Do not yon think, ilial the difl'crence of price of grain may be occasioned by his 
not paying so regniarly or so certainly as llie man of large capital would? — I 
rather tliink he in general pays for his barley before he maiuifaclurcs it; he pays 
for it on delivery, i believe. 

Does not he very often barter .spirits for it — I have heard of a barter of barley 
and whiskey between Derry and Inuisliowen, but I do not believe it e,vists among 
the lillle fanners of Innisliowcn and the distillers. 

Does not barley invariably make a part of the crop of every farm in the barony 
of Innishowen ? — Not invariably, for there arc many farms which do nut produce 
barley ; Init wiicrever the ground will produce it, it is so. 

In your opinion, what effect has the long established prevalence of illicit distillers 
in tlie barony of Innishowen had upon tlic rent of land ? — 1 am not very well pre-. 
pared to answer the (luestiun ; i know an estate where illicit distillation prevailed 
very imtcli, ilic estate of Mr. Young, wliieh is very moderately let, but in general 
the Innishowen lands are considered as high. 

Are yon of opinion, that the rent of lands in Innishowen is very considerably 
enlumced by the long and fi.ved habit of illicit distillation in that barony? — I 
should tliiiik, whatever enhances the price of tlie produce of land must enhance the 
value of land. 

Do you tliiuk, that if illicit distillation did not prevail in Innishowen, the lands 
would bo let at nearly the present rent? — If tliere was a market for the produce of 
those lands, by the estabiisbmeut of public distilleries, I do not think they would 
fall in price. 

What, is the highest price of land that you know of in tlie barony of 
Innisliowcn ? — I think, in the neighbourhood in which I live, the lands are liigher 
let where they do not distil, than where tlmy do. 

Wlmt 
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What iri the iiighest price?— I believe the Government pays f, an acre for 
aecommotifttion to ilie revenue in my parishj hut there is no gtomui set so liigh as 
5 /. except that set to the Govcuamient. 

WImt is the Ihghest rent of land you hnnw of, that is not sn eircninstanoed ? — 
In the smue town'laiicl in which the ( «ovcrnim-nt lias land, I know land set at two 
guineas ami three pounds an acre, hut that is not n distilling part of the coiiiurv. 

Three pounds is the highest you know of, except tlial lur the revenue? — I am 
not aware of any higher ; I know that Mr. M'Cliuter lots liis ground very high to 
Government. 

What is the highest price of latid not let to Qovcmincnl ? — Eifiy .shill ing.s, seldom 
80 high. 1 think I have heard of anuthef part of the pari.sh where, it went as high 
as three poumls an acre, but then there was a considerable ileal of rough ground 
ibrowii ill with it. 



lias there not been, for a number of years past, a very considerable 001111)111.1,11011 
in the barony of Innishowen, amongst all classes of its inhabitants, to coiiiUenance 
and support illicit disiillaliou ? — ludeed I fancy it has too generaliv prevailed. By 
eombiiKilion I intaii a disposition in the lower classes to aid the private, ilistiller. 

'i'lio traffic hetween lionnyfobbleand Magilligan prevailed ibr a nuinbei'«)l’ycars ? 
— It dill. 

Did yon consider no efficient elTbrt liaving been made lit slop iluit traffic dis- 
gniodhl, or ollienvise f — J’erhaps I ought not to make use of die \V(»rd di.sgraecful, 
but I think sullicienc cllbrts were not made to stop the trnllic. 

.Did not great evils result to ihccountiy from no sufficient effurts having been 
made ? — Certainly. 

"What dlect lias been iirnduced towards stopping the traffic between ‘Ronifoble 
and Miigilligmi, by the ailditiomd fast rowing huata furnislicd to (’aptaiti Stt.-wart 
oftlie Rutlniul cuttei-j witliiii the la.st two years? — i ibink the eJl'orrs of Captain 
Stewart have been very iuiporijuil, ami if be had been or were now seconded by 
correspondent efibrts on sliore, imieb good would have been pruduei’d, and tin; 
market for illicit spirits would be doslroycd, and the transmission of .spiiiis ucross. 
Lough Foyle jn-cvented. 

Is not this combination, to support illicit distillation in the b;iroiiy of Imii.s- 
howen, very much maintained by ititimidalion ^ — Certainly, 1 think dia't has a very 
great cdbcl. 

Having stated, that the actual distiller was of the lowest class of society, mid 
Gcnrccdy possessed of any pro[ierty in hind, ia it or not your opinion, that a* deter- 
mined ertbrt made by the resident landlords and farmers would not be suffieieiii to 
banish such persons out of the country ?— 1 really think, that if fnrmer.s ami "•entle- 
men came forward it would have the elfeet, but they are deteried from ^mim>' 
forward, 1 believe, by fear. ® 

Have yoii not, both- by literary cmTcspomlerice and personal coiiimunicalion, 
given to dilferent gentlemen eoiinecied with the revenue for some ycais ptist, die 

best advice from time to time in your power to get rid of llii.s evil? i ecrtaiiilv 

liave; with respect to that market 1 luive been particularly anxious, and m every 
possible way, when I could make it known to the Governmciii, to get rid of it, f 
(lid; J conveyed to the Goveimnent every inroniiatiou I conlil, and' nlbTCil lo the 
Government land for nothing, if iliey chn.se to lake it, to build a h.irraek on. 

Would it not, in yoiir opinion, bo more advantageous lo ibe land proprietors 
that the expense and lalnmr now required for tlie puniose of carrving on illicit dis- 
tillation, should he applied to tlu; cultivation of the land rather cliaa to that illi<;it 
traffic ?— 1 think illicit traffic is aVery great bar to improvement ; I ihink it would 
be of more real advantage to the lamted pmptietors if illicit distillaiimi did not 
prevail, because habits of industry would bo created, and (he eounirv thereby 
would be improved. 

Do you not believe that most of the landed proprietors arc sensible of that and 
attempt to put illicit distillation down ?— i believe they arc. ’ 

Do you not believe that tliat anxiety, if it has not arisen since tlie fines Invo 
been enforced, has considerably mereaaed since their cnfurcomciit ?— 1 tliiuh it 
increased since. 

•Do you think it lias arisen since the lines were imposed?— I lliink it Iris in 
ercaseil at all events. 



Could yon be sure, when at home, at any lime of chiding the liability to fine by 
pans ot stills being put into your house or grounds by ii discontented tenant or 
seivant, in conjunction with an c.xcise officer?-! shall answer that i|nestion hv 
merely stating a fact. \V ilbm the last year or eighteen montha, the head of a still 
was foimd by an excise ollicer on the townlaiid in wliicli I live; I will do him the 
..uslice to say, that he was pcrlcctly awiu'c no distillation prevailed there, mid he 

did 
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dill not file any iurormation against the townlaiid ; I never was able to ascertain 
liow it came there. 5. 

■\Vas it not. optional with the officer, whether he chose to have the fine imposed 
in that ease, or not ? — Certainly. 

ir that still had been Ibiind in a townland where there were only poor farmers, 
.woidd the same indnigciicc have been given ? — 1 am nut prepared to say tliac. 

Would it not, in your opinion, have been liable in such case to be fined ? — I 
think if there was any reason to suspect it was in a distilling district, there could 
•be no doubt of the fine being-liable to be laid on. 

In ibis instance you have given, were you not at the will of the excise ofiiccr, 
whether you should be fined or not : — I slioulcl sup[)ose so. 

Could you be sure of eluding this punishment of fine, if a part of a still was put 
into your garden, and there discovered ? — If it was [uit into my garden, I should 
. suppose 1 was (juitc at the mercy of the excise olHcer, whether i was lined or not. 



Lieutcnaiit General George Vaughtin Hurt, a Member of the Committee, 
Examined. 

■HAVE yon taken any particular pains to make yourself acquainted from the 
gentlemen of your county, of the extent and nature of illicit distillation there? — 

■ 1 have. 

Have you had much comnnmicalion with the gentlemen about it ? — I iiad some 
"by letters, wliicli I. deem to be more ccriain than conversation, beeause it is more 

• deliberately given. 

Have you particularly applied yourself to get information, as to the cflcct of 
the law that imposes fines on townlands I have ; as being the most objeciioii- 
ablc to me, and to all those with whom I have ever converscil. 

When yon make use of the term objectionable, in what [particulars do you 
call this .objectionable? — As being cruel and imjiisL; pariienlarly r.rud in its 

• effects. 

In what manner cruel ? — By innocent people being punished fur the faulls of 
‘the guilty. 

Has that been generally, or only in particular instances the case, according to 
the best of your inrormuLion ? — I am afraid a great deal too general. 

Define, if yon please, what you mean by innocent ; do you mean those who are 
altogether unacciuaiiiLcd with the traffic? — 1 do ; those totally unacquainted 
witli it. 

And have many men of that description, totally unacquainted with the offence, 
whicli has brought a fine upon the townland, suffered aceordiiig to the information 
you have received ? — I believe so. 

What effect then do you think such a system has upon the feelings and minds 
of those people? — To make them conceive that Government are not taking 
.sufficient. care of them. 

As to their making diseoverics of the guilty, do you think it has any, and 
what effect in that country? — It seems to be so iucunsisLenl with iheiiatiue of the 
people to discover, that 1 believe they would rather almost die tluui do it. 

Ilathcr than be informers ?— Yes. With respect to the cruelty of the system, 
I bc" leave to read an extract I'rom a letter wliicli I this day received ; wliieh 
state's, tliat “ the innocent, are doomed to be the. sufferers for wliuL they cannot 
prevent; a melancliolv proof amongst many oilicrs, of ilic cruel dleet of this 
law,” meaning the fining of tlie townlands,’ “ was witnessed a few days agoat 
Curn, by Jol'm Curry, Esq. who passed that way on bis return from Malin, ami 
going into u Itoitse accidentally while his horse was feeding, ho saw a man lying 
with'his face downwards, on the floor, apparently drunk, as he supposed; lire 
poor man, however, in the greatest agitaiion, immediately started up, declaring 
he never iit his life had any thing to do with malting or distilling; and pointing 
to a few potatoes under his bed, said that was all that was lell to him to support 
liis seven children, who were then feeding on potatoes and water, his two cows 
having been seized and driven away that morning, on which alone depended their 
support.’' 

M'bat do you underslimd by being driven away !— Being seized and drivua 
away to be sold, 1 suppose. 

Tor wbat ?—As a townland fine for illicit distillation. 

Have you any other opinions of llic gcnllemeii of the coumiy upon that subject ? 
—I have, from Mr. l^eter Ma.vwcij, who i have hcuid ilsuid was a very actue 

400 . magistrate 
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J.mit. General OKigistvale of the couiifY, and whose chiU’acler Inis heei; oxioJleil lu-rc Tur his 
(Iciiigr V. IJnvt. energy in jjuuing down this pnuuico. 

‘ M’luit are Mr. Maxwell’s opituons upon that subject ? — My iafonnntion nlujost 

entirely onaie is from vavions'lcUcrs t have reecived, which Man- the necessity of 
a speedy cluuigo taking place in the excise laws, and pariicnimly in the se\h'ie 
system nf lining townlamfs, wIkh'c; so many innocent peo[ile siill'er for the olVcnccs 
of a few, who they liiul it iinpossihle to'bring to any pmiisliincnt, amt who n}•^^ 
unable oven to vindicate ihcii’ iuuooencc on account oi' the expenses auending it. 
The llcvercnd Fuer Ma.xwcU,. a magUtrate whose* zeal tuid aciivity has h*'cit so 
fully toslilicd lieforc this Coinmiticc, staWa to me tlml the iuliubitanis of ibo 
barony of Juni.'howcn arc actually driven to a state t>f {ica[)craliou an.d misery 
scarcely to be described, and that illicit distillation has iucY\nm(lxwi \ \hat 
their (tistiesscd condition caused by still-lines, i.s bcyimd ail belief; ’ctnvs, horses 
and sheep, starved to death in tim barrack yard ’of Derry, and their owners, 
wdio never were engaged in private disiilialion, totally nimble to release ihem! 
That lie is well informed that by tire number of dejnuies Mr. Newman emiiloys, it 
often happens tliat three times the amount of the original warrant is collected, '^and 
lhauhe emmtry is greatly oppressed ; l)iit that liets convinced if the cireuinstaMces 
were known to the Members of the House of Commons, relief would soon l)i; 
obtained, and urges much the necessity ofcoiumimicating them to the House. That 
lilt' Excise Board have now nuide a complete trial of ihdr boasted system lor sui)- 
pressiag illegal distillation, with the barony of Iiini.showen, and tiio conseijuenec has 
bccnagrcatincrcaseofihc practice, the c.xpulsiim of several genilemeu uiulofmanv 
fanners, the almost universal destruction of pro[icrty, mul \\Unt he considera w'or.’t 
of all, themakiug all ranks of |ieoplcdiscuiUemed and generally disloyal, and llmt 
no inducGioent cun prevail on him Iqngwf tQ, bq a tYHijea^s to the like, or tp be 
subject to the insult of having his horses taken out of his cijiriagc, because of 
not being able to prevent an outlaw making whiskey at iho lop of amouniaiu lar 
distant Ironi him, apd conceives, that if the present system is pm-severed jn 
a little longer, tlicre will hq few left iu Innishoweii, except'^ liiskgyinen and c.xciie 
tdheers, whose lutcresta go hand in hand together. That the farmers in thq'luw 
lands have not the power to prevent distillation in the mountains; that even wiiii 
nbuiiflant military aid, the proper oflieers of Goveruineiit have failul in their 
alteip|ns to do the hke, and that he is convinced the only possible remedy is to 
license small stills, under proper regulations, wlicn jill the dreadful expenses 
aiteiulmg the present attempts to suppress the evil will be saved to llie uaiiom uiul 
a market uflorded for lliu only grain ilsat can be enllivaieci for aide iu tltut imi t of 

the country; and iluiL dislillno'''- i.-.;.,,- ...... a... ,a ... .1 1 ‘ 

something like i 



on being confined to ihpw; quly who aro iiceused, 




--- .. u,,„ ...ivi.iy very lately olfered fur land eight tliuiisirnd 

iriTni. Ids conviction (of what 1 am certain) 

,hat If the initisli Members of d'arliament wore Jully aetjuainied with the ivvenue 
laws of iichmd, they would have the inojit of them jvpealed. Mr. Maxwelj also 



, -•epeaied. Mr. Maxwell also 

"'f- ' l«)t 10 reuiniil .™y longer in on occu.mt of iho 

elltCcs ol the severuy of ilje e.\cisi? Jaws there, and tire eon.secum.-it misery he has 
seen and c.xpcnencu aingugst the iulmbittuus of the country, which Im has now 
left, and gone with all li.is family to Switzerland, impatient to know if there is jiny 
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Jlferciirii, 5° die Jmii, iSiO. 

Till- Bigln Hpnpiiv!\lilp Sir QUOUPE ^^T?GE■aALD l![LL, Rarf. 
in the Chair. 



Lioiitcnant General George firnghan Ilarf, a Member of tlie Commiltcc, Lmilnou C/.-im 
fitrilier E.\f\mluwi. y ‘ 

HAVE you bocn lately ill the county of pcniegal ?— Not for some thue pnst- 
T ciinnot tell the date of my being tlierc, having at my place at Avnia'di uiv 
pajicvs. ^ 0 ,7 

How- lately have you been resident in the county of D,oncgal ?— Four vears 

ti^o. _ V O j . 

Were you at the period of four years ago resielent in Donegal any time?— De- 
tweep P^;rry and Donegal, ^q^petljiipg shyr.t, o.f five m,i|es from Derry. 

\ourefoned to a commiuiic«ition you received from ti gentleman in the county 
of Derry, in your evidence of yesterday who was til 6 first person to whom 
you referred? — John Hart, esquire, of Ballymagard; he lives in ihc liberties of 
Deny. 

Is he a resident in the barony of Innishowcn ? — No. 

He has a considerable property in the barony of Innishowen Yes • he has 
property in three diflerent parts of that barony. • ’ 

_ Has illicit distillation prevailed ipuch on his estate? — I believe very much- par- 
ti.ci)!ar|y \ii the northern part, which forms the nonhem extremity of Irelaud! 

Has it piyvailed much on his estate, o.r on any other estate in the baroqy? 

I rather believe it has ; it has been mentioned as such; I believe that Innishowr-'n 
is not worse than other parts of UonegnI; but it has becq particularly brought 
‘^^9 I Ip.elipvc, by ft'Iiss Ovyepsop, in ong of ber bPVp'’’- 

rfo nqt yqu belieye it is as rpueb known by t-b? spirit 'vh.ich b?s been produced 
there, as by being the scene of Miss Owenson’s romance ?— I believe tjuit has uddeii 
mi\ 9 .h to the celphi'ity it has since acQuirecI. 

Do you know of pny efipna beipg made by Mr. Jfilm Hurt tq suppress illicit 
distdlation onhis estate?— I do; I was witness to them my.scif; 1 hoard him 
announce to his agent, M'Gqnncgal, that any' of his tenants wjio contnnjed tlie- 
prncticc would incur his greatest displeasure ; mid I believe jic s;ii'd that be would 
turn tlicin out of his lands, to frighten them as much as possiWe. 

Do you know of any other efforts ?— No ; I haye not bepii much in the Gotinly ; 

I happened to be at liis house about six months ago,' and i saw tticre one of His 
agehid, when another circumstance oeeiUTed : a man upon part of his lands wiis 
brought before him, a noted distiller, against whom he used as gcsycre menns as ho 
could, and llircatened him with punislHncnt;-this man put him at defiance, and 
said he would distil ; and I believe it was a received ojjinion, tliat a person, not 
particuliirly wlio forcibly breaks a still, is subject to u law-suit ; at least in an ia- 
stanee of my own agciit having with ilic assistupcc af some of my tenants brokcii 
three still? upon niy Ifimls, he was threatened lyith a prosecution, atifl 1 believe 
an attorney employed gqve those threats ; and I hplievc the samp ifiso was tlip 
cause of preventing Mr. Lucius Carey frojp pursuing cxinpiniitinns that be either 
luul in agitation, gr had aeliially sworn to, and frpin ijro^ecuting people \yiio 
broke into his liousc in the midst of the day and destroyed his l'urnitu;-p, pi re- 
venge for liis having broken stills belonging to some of them, at a little distance 
iVoui his house ; I rather believe it was the fear of prosecution prevailed with him, 
as ho was said to be the first aggressor ; whether he broke open the liouse wlicre 
the sfill was, or not, 1 cannot tell. 

Do you mean to say that he was deterred from prosecuting persons wlio broke 
into liis house from p fear of counter prosecution by persons for Inwing broken 
their stills ? — Yes ; I have already said I cannot tell whether lie had broken iiuo 
tlieir liuuse or not. 

Do not you know, or have yon not heard, that every man in the community is 
aiuhorizcd to seize and destroy unlawful stills ? — I thought so, until this cireum- 
ftaiicc gave me doubts on the subject. 

i.s Mr. Lucius Crjcy a juagisiratc ? — I dp n,ot know ; he is a clergyman. 

•iyo. Have 
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'I.iutciimil Caieral Ilas'e you ever licarcl it stated in the comity of J)onegal, lliat Mr. iau-ius 
(I. Ifart. Carev importc<l inoii-trajis to catch excise olHcci's P — Never. 

^ You ilo not know whether he is a raagislraic? — No; I mu iul’onned not. 

You Imve veferred to a person of llio name' of Dogherty, ns one of the aiitlio- 
ritics-to whom Mr. Maxwell alliuleil, in his eomimniicaiion with you ; who is 
Jlogherty ? — He is a very respectable man, a tanner of consicleratile w eatili, it is 
thought, living in a village called Mufl'in the Barony of Innishowen. 

AVhose property is the village of Muff? — Lord Doaegal’s. 

tins no [>ersnn any valuable property in it under Lord Donegal ? — \cs. 

■\Vlio has? — My brother aiul.I, conjointly. 

Dogherty lives in this village ? — He docs; and is agent for ino. 

Is he agent for Mr. John Hart also? — 1 believe he is, for some part of his 
:property in Donegal. 

•Do you know Dogherty’s connexions ? — Yes. 

"Whose son-in-law is lie? — Son-in-law of Neil Dogherty; commonly called 
Neil Shane. 

Is he son*in-Iaw to scmic person whom Mr. Chichester stnted in his evidence 
was believed to have made a considembh; pr(.)[»oi'Lion oi'his forliine hy grinding 
malt for tlic illicit distillers I <'Hniini. answer that ; I slumld rather think that 
.is not the principal manner in which he 1ms inado his foruine; 1 rather believe 
it to have been by being agent to several people that he has made the greato.st 
j)art of his fortune. 

Have you ever heard he was in the habit of grinding malt for illicit distillers ?— 
I have heard it said so. 

•Do you believe it? — 1 believe he and every other miller in the country does so. 

Have you any, suspicion that Dogherty was over engaged in those illicit prac- 
tices?— Not the least; on the contrary lie is more averse to them than miy man 
of his description that 1 have ever seen in the country. 

Dogherty resides in the village of Muff’? — Yes. 

Is Muff the village where they have been in the habit of ringing the eluii'cii- 
bell when the gaugers luive been -coining? — No; 1 never lieurtl ui’ such a 
.circumstance before. 

Have you ever heard of the manner in which tlie people in die connlry are 
.combined to give similar notices? — I heard, when stationed at Athlqm?, that they 
had adopted a mode of sounding -liorns. 

To give notice of the coming of the excise officers ?— I suppose so. 

Has not Mr. Dogherty a mill in the town of Muff? — His brothov has. 

Do you believe that that mill is employed like ihe rest of the mill.s in the 
rountry ? — I do not believe distillation goes on in that part of the country ; nor 
in any part of the country inhabited thickly, to any exLcnl, unle.ss it is aitaclicd to 
mountains. 

How far is Muff' from Iskyheen ? — I should think from the mill of Mull’, about 
a mile and a half, Irisli. 

Is not Iskyheen a noted district for illicit distillation f — I liavc heard it was 
J'ormcriy; whether it has been so lately or not 1 cannot tell. 

Have you heard it was diminished.? — No; but I have not heard of s(.-izur<’s 
'being made tbere; it is too near the thickly inhabited part of iltc country, I. 
think, to admit it to any considerable degree. 

Have you ever heard of any landlords in the couniy of Donegal reccivin-- 
illicit wkiskey as an equivalent for their-rent ? — Never. ^ ° 

What is the nature of the soil in the neighbourhood of IMuff?— Then; is a 
variety of soil in it. 

Is the land valuable ; does the land bear a high rent in the town ol" Muff:— t 
cannot tell the rent; but I know that it is remarkably ciicup, and that ail lands 
let by Mr. John Hart are remarked for being the cheapest let I;imls in the 
country. 

’ You have alluded to something which is stated to Itavc been witnessed bv Mr. 
.Currie? — Yes. 

Who is, Mr. .Currie ? The assistant barrister of the county of Loiidoiidcriy, 

Has Mr. Currie an estate in Imiishowen ?— I do not know. 

You have also uiliidcd-to. communications from Mr. Peter Maxwell ?— 1 have. 

-In 
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III one of tliose commimicatioiis, does Mr. Maxwell say it was on account of 
llie system of fines that he lel't his estates in Ireland f— What hns been produced 
by tliat system, lias been the cause of his absenting himself from the country. 

Ilow do yon mean by what has been produced by it i— The misery and distress 
of innocent people suli'ering inider it. 

Where is Mr. Maxwell at present f— I cannot tclli I believe he is gone to 
Switzerland. ° 

Do you believe that the motive of Mr. Maxwell’s going to the Continent was 
tire existence of llie lining system in Ireland i — He has written to me so and 1 
believe it ; and I woiilil go myself if I was not bound by partieiilat circuin.. 
siatices ill my family al liome, and cannot move. 

In consequence of the fines? — In consequence of the unhappiness of the 
people of the country, ami the miseries broiiglit upon tlie inhabitants. 

Do you attribute those miseries exclusively to the fines, ami not in some do 
giec to the criminal practice of illicit distillation?— To the fines, as haviim been 
lironglit on by the illicit distillation. 

In a word, then, do you impute the miseries which you describe in the country 
to the punishment, or to the crime ? — To the punishment, immediately. 

And no share of them to the crime?— It is the consequence of the crime, as 
I have stated in my former answer. 

Do yon impute no share of the miseries of the country to the crime itself? 1 

believe not ; the landlords suffer by the crime, by the labour which is employed 
ill distillation not being laid out in the cultivation of the soil. 



Ueittenani General 
G. V. Hart. 



Are yon not of opinion, that the system of illicit distillation does of itself de- 
moralize the people ? — Tlie drinking of spirits does. 

Do you not think, that the interruption to all honest industry, and tlie liabitiuil 
violation of the law, must tend to demoralize a people? — I cannot say any tliiira 
as to the demoralizing of the inhabitants of the country ; for I declare 1 do nm 
recollect, in many years, to have seen one drunken person in the couulry ; the 
tUunkfliincss I have seen has been confined to the towns I have been in, except in 
one man going home, who appeared to me to have empty vessels with him that 
might have contained spirits. 

Have you any doubt that an habitual violation of a law, such as is practised by 
illicit distillers, must tend to destroy the morals of a people ? — I do not know what 
sort of morals is meant ; drunkenness is an immorality, and may lead to the worst 
of all rrimes ; we are born with reason, which alone distinguishes us from brutes, 
and if we voluntarily destroy that, it is, I conceive, one of llie worst crimes a niau 
cun be guilty of. 

Do not you think that an habitual violation of one law is a first step towards 
the violation of the whole ? — I cannot say ; i have not considered the subject suf- 
ficiently to know ; I should rather think not; n man may be guilty of disobeying 
the law in one instance, and notin another; I think it possible. 

Have you any sufficient knowledge of the barony of Iimisboweii to be able to 
inform the Coiimiittee whether illicit distillation has not been considerably clieokcd 
in those town-lands where the fines have been collected ? — I understand that it has 
greatly increased. 

Even in the town-lands where the fines have been collected? — Generally; 
I cannot speak as to town-lands. 

In those parts of the country where the fines have been collected ? — I have heard, 
and believe, that one reason for carrying on the illicit distillation of late has been 
the distress of the people, and want of money to buy sustenance for their children ; 
knowing it to be a ready-money article they have contrived to distil whiskey for 
sale, in order to buy provisions for tbeir children and themselves. 

They must have been persons possessed of grain to distil ? — I cannot tell; lluU 
<loes not follow. 

Tlicy must either have been possessed of it in the first instance, or been able to 
purchase it? — I cannot tell how they got it; but this I believe to be the case. 



Yon must be aware that the persons who distilled, as you state, to procure sus- 
tenance for their children, must have distilled grain which they were possessed of 
before, or acquired by purchase ? — They must have possessed it somehow ; I can- 
not tell how. 



Do you believe that persons possessed of grain, which tlicy have used afterwards 
in illicit distillation, are persons in that abject state of distress which you have 
just described ? — Certainly not ; people who possess grain, cannot be in tliat abject 
stale; but people might get grain on the promise of paying for it when it was 
distilled. 

490. C c Is 
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Is tliat a comnuiii practice ? — I do not know tliat iL is ; 1 thiiiL ii posj-iblc. 

If they were possessed of grain, why do you supposr they wmihl eiihyi 

sell it to be distilled, or distil' it themselves, for the s:d ol imduig suslenauee tor 
their families ?— I know nothing of the selling of grain. 

Do you believe there is any combination in the' eouiity ol l)oiieL,ei! -m the 
subject of the illicit distillation?— I know of no conibinalioti. 

None, cither to promote or to suppress it?— .fhere is a cumhiualion to .'.ujipress 
it, cerlainly. ... , , 

What is the nature of that combination ?— By land-in-opnetors, getith-meu and 
people of conseqiicuce meeting and publishing resoluiiuns to discourage it a^ 
much ns they can. 

■V\'lieii did they meet?— T cannot tell the date. 

Is it very recently ?— No ; it was while 1 was stationed at Berry. 

That was four years ago ? — Yes. 

What has the combination done since? — T cannot tell; all t bo people tli.'il I 
have any communication with, seem to be extremely anxious to put it clown, a-- 
one of the greatest evils that attend the proprietors oi laud. 

But within the last four yours you do not know of any public exeilions, or (hr 
expression of any opinion by the gentlemen of the barony ?—Kxpiv,s>ions ul 
opinion IVom all the jicople, 1 liuve seen. 

Have you thought that their exertions have: been more i>r less active since llu' 
c-nforcement oi' the lines ?—Tiiat may have imulo ihciu think a great deal move' 
about it, ami probably exert themselves. 

Bo not you think, in point of direct interest also, it made them exert theinsolves 
— I believe to save ibe innocent people was the greatest indiiecmi iU, and noi 
comparatively any personal interest to tht-iusclves j i spciik as 1 lr>;l mysdi. 

That the Committee do not doubt to be your own fiieling ; but do you believe 
that to bo the exclusive and disinterested feeling of the land-owners, cuihcr oi 
Bonegal, or any other count}' ? — 1 believe that to bo the tooling of every person 
of honour and of good disposition. 

Bo not you think the direct interest that those have who wtmld he called on 
to pay the itnes, would materially indium the land-owners in }'<)ur euunly to 
suppress the practice?—! do not know any intiinai.o accjuainianco ol niinc tlnii 
has sull'crcd by it; I have iieard of hlr. ^'oung sulfermg liy it. 

The question is a general (jucstion, and the Committee beg tc) have your opinion, 
whether the direct interest which individual land-owners would have to iivoid the 
payment of lines by their tenantry, would not strongly ineiic them to exert iIjl'IIi- 
selVes for the suppression of this practice ? — I believe they tire* cxc-rting ihem-u lvc 
as much as people of that description generally do uium miy occlusion; you woidd 
not have them go out in the night-time and leave their families, to pursue^ illieil 
distillers in tho’^ country, at the risk of their lives and the destruction ol tlu'ir 
comfort; that practice lias been adopted by very few. 

Is it not notorious that illicit distillation exists all ihrongli your l«arony : — 1 do 
not believe it does; only in those parts adjoining to mountains. 

Is the barony in general mountainous.^ — 'J’he centre of it is aimoi-i rniiicly 
mountainous. 

Bo you think that, for the purpose of delecting the illicit distillers in Iniiis- 
howen, it is necessary for the gentlemen to leave their houses by night, and io 
forego all their comforts in the pursuit of distillers? — I think that little short ol 
that would do it. 

Do you believe that the gentlemen of that barony are in the .habit themselves 
of consuming illicit whiskey? — Very small quantities; gcnenilly I have seen wine 
upon their tallies; some people have a fancy for it. 

Bo you now speak of the principal land-holders, or of the luiul-holders gene- 
rally ? — All those gentlemen with whom 1 associate. 

What is the consumption of tlie middle orders ? — To those I cannot speak ; I 
should rather think spirits; they may drink spirits without its being at .all illegtd, 
if they buy them at the Custom-house. 

You speak of seized spirits ? — Yes. 

I)o you know that for some years there has been no such sale at the Custom- 
house ? — I am not acquainted with that; when I was there, there used to bo .such 
sales. 

That, however, is four years since — Yes. 

.190. Do 
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Do you believe, then, that the consumption of the middle orders in Innishowen, Lieuitnani General 
being of .spirits, is of legal spirits ?— 1 should think that they would not touch Par- G, V. Hart. 

liament-uimslcpi/ if they could get any other. J 

Do you believe that, in point of fact, tlicy do touch Parliament whiskey ?— I 
should rather tliink not. 

Do not, you think that tlie consumption of illegal spirits is a great encourage- 
ment to the practice of illicit distillation ? — Of course. 

Then the middle orders of Innishowen are not members of the society or combina- 
tion which was founded in Innishow’eii for the purpose of putting down the illicit 
dist illation ?— That class of people are very few in number, as far as I can judge ; 

F mean such people as Neil Doglierty, or his son-in-law ; there are few such 
people as those, to my knowledge, in the counlry ; at this moment I do not know 
but those two in the barony. 

There are some gentry in the barony who are not among the principal land pi'o- 
prictors? — I am not much acquainted with them, nor have 1 been much in tneir 
society. 

Are there not such ? — There are, I believe. 

Do you believe that the value or rent of land is raised in Innishowen by the 
])rcvalcncc of illicit distillation? — I cannot speak to any other lands than those 
that belong to my brother ; and I believe they have not, upon those lands, been at 
all raised. 

Do you not believe that barley will bear a greater price if .sold for the purpose 
of being used in illicit distillation than if it were not so sold ? — I conceive not 5 I 
do not believe the people who sell it care what is done with it ; it is indifferent 
to them what the pvu'cliascrs do with it, 1 think. 

Do not you think a purchaser will give more for it if he uses it to distil ? — 

I should think so. 

Therefore are not you of opinion that the illicit distillation raises the price of 
the barley ? — It may. 

If the barley bears a liigber price, are you not of opinion that the rent of laud 
is raised by the illicit distillation — I do not know any instance where it Is ; the 
people liave leases. 

If the produce bears a.liigher price on account of illicit distillation, is not the 
consequence of that, that the rent is higher ? — I should suppose it to be a natural 
consequence. 

Is not barley the principal produce of the barony of Innishowen ? — I believe it 
is the principal produce, or the principal grain that can be cultivated after pota- 
toes ; as potatoes I'orm a considerable part of the food of the people of tlic country, 
there are considerable quantities of them planted; such land I uudei-siaud, from 
the richness of it, will not produce a certain crop of any thing but barley or flax. 

Have you ever seen any part of Ireland where there is as much barley grown 
as ill Innishowen ? — I really cannot tell ; I never viewed the country with any 
idea of such a comparison. 

Do not you believe that all, or at least the greatest part of what is grown in 
Innishowen, is consumed by the illicit distillers ? — I cannot answer that question ; I 
sliould suppose it is, Irom what I hear; some is made into meal, and I think it 
makes a very good cake, and should prefer it myself to oatmeal cake ; I have seen 
it at gentlemens breakfast-tables, and eat it in preference to other bread. 

Do you know whether Mr. Carey, whom you have alluded to, has large mills 
in rnnishotven ? — 1 do not know'. 

Were there any fines upon that part of the country where Mr. Maxwell resided ? 

— T have not heard of any ; I have heard him siiy some years ago, several times, 
that there were no illicit stills on his lands. 

How could his horses be taken out of his carriage for a line of a town-land 20 
miles distant? — I cannot tell. 

You have referred to such a fact, in what you have quoted from Mr. Maxwell? 

— Yes ; but I do not understand it. 

Do you conceive such an act can be done under any at present existing 
statute ? — I cannot tell. 

Has ho any properly in the county of Donegal ? — I do not know of any, e.vcept 
what he is supposed to succeed to from his father. 

His father is alive ; is not he ?— He is alive ; but he, us his eldest sou, hks an 
interest in that land. 

He 
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Linicnaiil Gc 7 ieral He has no property of his own at present ? — I do not know of any in Imiishuwen. 

G.V.Uari- You do not know whether he sets his land in the county of Derry at a very 

V p — £ jIq where his lauds arc situated. * 

Do not you lliink tliat any attempt at repealing the system of fining town- 
lands, is an exceedingly popular act with a representative of the county of Donegal f 
— I cannot tell ; I did not take any measure with that view, or with that thought ; 
my mind went as freely to it as any person’s, 1 believe, in the county. 

Do not you believe that a successful attempt to get rid of tlie lines would hr 
very popular in the county of Donegal ? — I su[>pose it would ; 1 never considercil 
the circumstance until this moment. 

Do you, or not, believe, that in the practice of illicit distillation a great number 
of the population, and a considerable proportion of the proprietors of property in 
your country, are directly or indirectly concerned? — By no means; 1 believe i'l. to 
be the greatest modern curse that ever happened to any country, this practice of 
illicit distillation. 

Do you mean then, that a great part of the population is not, cither directly or 
indirectly concerned in it? — 1 do not think that a majority of the inhabitants aiv 
concerned in it, nor any proportion near to a majority of tluun. 

But a considerable proportion of llicm ? — A certain proportion ; any projiorlion 
would, I conceive, be considerable. 

_ You have stated the town of Mud' to be your property and voiir brother’s? - 
Yes. 

How many licensed publicans are there in the town of MuiV.> I really cannot 

tell instantly. 

Is there one? — ^Tbere were two; I do not know of any others ; when I have 
wanted whiskey to give to people who have come with lish, or game or lettci's Ibr 
me, T have sent to a shop there to get it for tlicm, or fur haymakers occai?ionally. 

Do haymakers drink Parliament whiskey ? — \ should think not, il‘ iliey could 
get other. 

Did your haymakers drink Parliameut-wliiskey or not ? — I would not give it to 
them if I could get any other. 

Do you recollect whether any fines were imposed upon JIulT? — I liave heard uf 
one, ow’ing to the man I mentioned having braved my brother, or set him at 
defiance. 

You do not know whether there were seven fines imposed on Muff at the 
summer assizes 1815?— No. 

Do you know whether the illicit distillation has been of late clicckcd in Miin'r 
— I never heard of its being carried on there. 

Who do you consider to be innocent people ? — I have no hesitation in saying 
whom I consider to be a very numerous class of innocent people ; I consider iuili- 
starved mothers with infants sucking at their exhausted breasts, surrounded l)y a 
numerous offspring of children without food, as an innocent description. 

You have referred to two communications from Mr.Maxwcll; one of tliem was 
written from Dublin, was it not? — Yes. 

Had you any communication with Mr. Maxwell after be came to Loudon, on 
the subject of that communication ?— Yes, 1 gave him the letter, and lie reiimiccl 
it to me. 

Was it that communication with Mr. Maxwell in London, which led to his 
writing the second letter which was dated Loudon ? — I believe so. 

Was that letter written by Mr. Maxwell with a view of being presented to this 
or any Committee appointed by the House of Commons? — With a view of ai- 
fording me information, in case of any inquiry taking place. 

Had you any communication with him on the subject of that second letter? No. 

Neither before nor after ? — Neither before nor after. 



Mr. Beresford Lovett, called in, and Examined. 

YOU me Inspector-General of Excise in Ireland, are you not ? I am. 

Have you been employed under the orders of the Board of Excise in Ireland at 
any time, in the suppression of illicit distillation ?— I have. 

Wheref— I have been principally employed in the coimly of Cavan: aiidl 
thrdisSet of SI Jo Sligo, and have repeatedly inspected 

■ employed in inspect- 

mg thedistnct of Sligo in the year 1808. ‘ 

At 
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At any period since ? — Not since ; I have been in parts of the county of Sligo, 
hut not immediately in the district of Sligo since. 

Was the law imposing penalties on the town-lands in force at that period or 
not ? — it was. 



Did it appear to you that the enforcement of the fines at that time tended to 
suppress the illicit distillation in that county ? — There can he no doubt that it did. 

Was there a legal distillery at work in the Sligo district at that time ? — Yes. 

In the town of Sligo ? — In the town of Sligo, a still of five hundred gallons con- 
tent; and it had worked from the year 1805, to my knowledge. 

Has it continued ever since at work ? — It has not; it ceased when the town-land 
fines were suspended; it was reduced in fact, in content; first on the suspension, 
from a five hundred to a two hundred gallon still; on the repeal of the town-land 
fine-system it totally ceased. 

Do you mean to say it was diminished in its contents when the fining-system 
was first suspended, and that it afterwards ceased to work altogether, when the 
system was repealed? — 1 do. 

Do you believe that the concurrence of those circumstances arose also from the 
suspension and repeal? — I do. 

Have you any reason, except your own general opinion, to believe it? — I have. 

State it. — I have been told so by the distiller, Mr. Martiti, and by a Mr. 
Stewart, who was a partner of his. 

When that system was suspended, did the practice of illicit distillation rise 
again ? — It did. 

Did it increase materially ? — Very materially ; so much so, that the public dis- 
tiller at Sligo had no market for his spirits. 

Did he continue so ? — Yes ; and that was the reason he discontinued working ; 
and as a further proof of that fact, as soon as the system revived he rc-commenced 
again. 

With a still of what content? — Under one hundred gallons, I believe. 

Du you know any thing of the present state of distillation in that county ? — 
No, I do not. 

Do you know whether or not the quantity of legal spirits which has been pre- 
mitted into that district has been increased or not, since the fining-system was 
re-enacted ? — If I speak from my knowledge, so far as the public documents will 
allow me, I should consider it has considerably increased. 

I'rom what document do you draw that deduction ? — from a return of permitted 
spirits into the district, which in the last two years has exceeded the former two ; 
l(ie quantity, upon comparison, I believe to be upwards of 120,000 gallons. 

Do you know from any document, whether legal spirits were permitted in any 
quantity into Sligo district while the fining-system was under suspension, or 
during the time it was repealed? — I cannot positively speak to it; I have not 
immediately looked at it; but 1 believe I can answ'er the question fully to-morrow. 

You have since been employed in the King’s County as an inspector-generd* 
and in other districts ? — Yes; I have been employed in the district or Maryborough 
and Lougbrea. 

What was the conduct of the gentlemen of those districts with respect to illicit 
distillation ? — It was every thing that I could possibly wish ; as a public oflicer I 
received every assistance from them that I could desire. 

Do you conceive that the illicit trade was not materially put down by the 
system of fines on town-lands being revived? — I can have no hesitation in saying, 
it was not only in the King’s County, but in every other part of Ireland that I have 
been in, it has had that effect. 



Do you not conceive, that in the event of the working oflarge stills being in- 
creased, that the allowance to a still working by turf should be increased in a greater 
ratio than it is at present? — If I was to judge from the late alteration in the 
law, I should think it ought. 

Have not all the stills which work with turf, performed the allowance imposed 
on them ? — They have certainly performed their work. 

You mentioned your knowledge of the private distillation in the county of Sligo 
in the vear 1808 ; you say you acted as a revenue officer there ? — I inspected that 
district. . 

Are the Committee to understand you to say, that the private distillation has 
not increased from 1808 to 1816, in that county ?— Certainly not. 

Are you of opinion it has increased ? — Indeed I cannot exactly say, not beinS' 
ill charge of the district. 

490. Del 
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jV/c. You say Mr. Martin assigned as his only reason for beginning bnsiiu'.ss ngnin, 

lifres/ord Lovell, the effect of the fining-system? — Mr. Martin ami Mr. biewari both t-NpresM-il 
^ / themselves to that effect. 

Did you never hear of any other reason? — Not directly. 

Did you hear any complaints against their whiskey ? — £ did not. 

Were you aware, that prior to this tlierc were two distillerlos in LiingfoKl:— I 
believe in 1808 there were two stills there. 

Are you aware, that prior to that there were two disiillerios in Aihlonr?- 
I cannot immediately charge my memory with it, for I ditl not visit Atlilone at 
that time. 

Are you aware that there were, prior to Unit, two distilleries in E.yreeoiirl .* — 
I cannot say there were two in it; but there was one there very recently. 

Do you conceive that it would be for the advantage of the principal meivlumt' 
who supply the legal spirits in the best towns in that province, to go to Cork and 
Dublin for those spirits, if the Sligo spirits were of equal quality with tlmt whic-h 
they purchase in those places? — I sliould consider the nearest market llie greales; 
object with the purchaser. 

Do you know that the Sligo whiskey was all obliged to be sent to Dublin, o 
the major part of it ; that they could get no vent for it any where cist’ ?-— I liu\-- 
known it tt) be sent, and tliis cause as.signed, that ihey could not gi^t sale for it iu 
tlieir own market, in consequence of the [)i'ivate distillers swallowing up tli.; 
market for it. 

Do you mean that tlie merchants alluded to were all sellers of private spirits ? — 
Tliat was the cause assigned to me, and I never heard any other. 

Who did you hear that cause assigned by ? — 1 heard it from acvctal in the Io\mi 
ofSligo. 

Di(l you hear it from any one but the actual distillers ?— I did ; I heard it from 
a gentleman who afterwards worked a still. 

He was a distiller too ? — He was not at the time. 

Are you aware of the great expense there is in conveying spirits bv land- 
carriage to Dublin? — I should think the expense considerable;. 

Do you know that the spirits made in Sligo all went by land-carriage, or a great 
majority of it ? — 1 do not know it; but I have known other distillers to have .sent 
their spirits to Dublin, and a part of the spirits sold in Dublin, and which have 
the best character for piiblic-clistiJied spirits in Ireland, that is the lloscrea, wliich 
is a spirit very notorious for superior quality. 

Is the Committee to understand, that you are of opinion that tlic Sligo whiskey 
was as good as the Roscrea,? — I could not take upon me to say ; I never made u 
comparison between one and the other. 

What have you heard of the general character ? — I have heard the Roscrca was 
very good ; and I have not heard that ilie Sligo spirit was bad. 

Do you not think that the lowering the duties on spirits would considerably 
tend not onlj to put down private distillation, but to re-establish the distillcric.s 
in both Longford, Eyrccourt, Sligo, and Athlone? — Iu an evidence whicli i gave 
before the Cuuunittee which sat on illicit distillation in 181, I subiniued the 
manner in whicli I considered the lowering tlie duty would be most .•KlvaiUa<a’oiis 
to the trade and to the revenue ; ami I .should tbiiik, if the same principle was 
adopted now, it would answer tiic end of reduction of duly witli perfect security 
to the revenue; tliat is, by taking a small duty upon the excess qmmtiiy the dis- 
tiller would be able to make, and supposing that the small stills can make mncli 
more spirits tiiah the law requires ot tlieni now, the exce.ss, at a small duly, cer- 
tainly would make the direct duty coiiie much lowef, and would be tlie hK.ans of 
re-establishing small stills in those places. 

Youtliink it vvb'uld re-establish those distilleries, and more ? — I do, eertainlv. 

What was the rate of duly per gallon in 1S07?— Four shillings, Jiriiisli. 

What is tlie rate now ? — Six shillings, British. 

Do you at all attribute the increase in illicit distillation to the increase in the 
duties since that period ?— I should think that it may affect spirits as it would any 
bthev thing; that the higher the duty is the greater object it is to a person to 
evade it. 

Are you at all acquainted with the. consumption of spirits iu large cities ; as to 
the quantity consumed iu large cities?— I do not know tfic exact quaiilily in any 
particular place, but the quantity generally of the kingdom 1 can speak to. . 

Do you think the consumption of spirits was greater in 1807, when the duty 
was (our sliillings, than it is now when the duly is six shillings r— If 1 form my 

■ 49 °' opinion 
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opinion from ihc qnnnlity of spirits publicly disillledi the cpia'iuiLy is not so unlch Mr. 

Jiow as it was in 1S07. Bawy'unl 

Is it yoiir opinion, li'oin observation, that move drunkenness prevailed at tliat ^ 

period iti large cities lliau llierc docs now? — It did not appear tonne tbat there 
was. 

Do you recollect when the duty was reduced lo 2 s, 6 d. ? — I do. 

What was the object of its reduction, do you believe ? — As one of the means of 
suppressing illicit distillation. 

Ill what year was it ? — It was reduced in iSio, and continued till 1812. 

Did it produce the eficct? — I think not, as the duty was afterwards raised. 

Was not tlie fining law suspended at the same time that the duties were 
powered f — it was. 

Do you not think that, concurrent together, they would produce the eftccc of 
suppressing illicit distillation ? — To entirely suppress it, I' am afraid,- would be ex- 
pecting loo much; but 1 think they would be tlie- means of considerably 
checking it. 

You have said the duty is 6s. British, per gallon-? — Yes. 

Is not the distiller obliged to use a certain proportion of m'alt besides ?-^He‘ is. 

Docs not that act greatly increase the duty on spirits? — The duty on malt 
makes the duty on spirits eight-pence more; that would bring it to 6 s. 8 d. 

British. 

What is the price of legal spirits at present? — When I last heard, it was from 
Qx. to ps. 6 d. 

So that the legal distiller, for the expense of his working, has not quite 3 s. pro- 
fit per gallon f — LTpoii that calculation he has not more. 

Do not you think that the high duty is an amazing encouragement to illicit 
clisti nation ? — In that point of view it certainly appears so. 

With so small a profit to the public legal distillers, do you conceive that they 
could work without committing considerable frauds? — I am sure they cannot. 

Are not you quite sure he cannot enter into competition with the illegal distiller, 
if he works fairly, with so small a profit? — I consider, the greater his profit, the 
more competent he is to contend with the private distiller. 

Can- he stand the compfetitidW \tith sd Small a profit, if he works fairly? — I 
should think not. • • 

Do you know any thing of the public dislillefies in Dublin now i* — V ery little of 
them. 

Have you heard whether the great stills have stopped or not? — I have nut it in 
my power lo slate. 

Have you heard the quantity of spirits on hand there unsold ? — 1 believe th^ 
quantity to be very great. 

To what do you attribute this ?— I sliould think, certainly, the want of con- 
sumption. 

What is the cause of the want of consumption ? — I should think one cause of it 
is the distress of the times. 

What is your opinion of the practicability of taking the duty on wash, instead 
of mking it on spirits r — If I am to understand it in this way, that^ou would give 
up every other charge that is now on the Irish distiller, for taking a direct charge, 
and an only charge on the wash, T think it would be a very bad mode of cliavging 
the duty on spirits in Ireland ; you could not have a worse. 

On what ground do you think so ?~ From my knowledge of the distillery trade. 

State your knowledge, and your reasons for it f — At present we have an indirect 
charge upon the wash, we have a charge upon the spirits, and we have an inter- 
mediate charge between the two ; and notwithstanding tliese three modes of 
charging, we still find it difficult to secure the public revenue in Lhefull duties on 
the spirits made; and if you give up two, and confine the mode of charging 
entirely to the wash, I am convinced it will bo a great inlet to fraud. 

Would or would not the taking it upon the wash be the means of giving the 
distiller that leisure and time which would prevent Avhat is called Parliament- 
whiskey from being so deleterious and bad? — I am afraid that the public distiller 
in Ireland has been too long in the habit of working under the present system, ami 
if you were to change that to the mode of charging it on the wash, that he would 
avail himself of all his capability and all his ingenuity, and that the end would 
not be answered as to the improvement of the spirits. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




io8 SIINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COM.MITTEI' 




Are not English spirits charged in the wash ?— They luv. 

What is your opinion, from all you liavc lienrd, as to wheilicr hinglish-mndf 
spirits, or public Irish-made spirits are of the best (piality; wliich has ilic advan- 
tage of the competition in a public market? — Certainly the Irish .sj)irii ; it is a v(U'v 
superior spirit, as fur as my opinion goes. 

What is the reason that illicit spirits are so much preferred in ]H)iiU orqnaliiv, 
to licensed spirits? — From their being considered better; the n^ast)ii I liave heard 
assigned for it is, that the illicit spirit is considered to he produced i-ntirelv iVoni 
malt, and the public spirit not so, there being only a lu-oporiioii of mult used, 
and local partiality. 

You will then give the Committee a reason why illicit spirit.s are pn-ferred, and 
are better than licit spirits, unless it arises from two cause.s, either being loreetl lo 
accelerate the process too much, or by putting in deleterious iiiatiers: — 1 have 
used as good spirit from tiie public distillery as I have ever used from the private 
distilleries, particularly in the town of Dundalk, and in the town of Birr in the 
King’s County, and at Roserea ; the spirits made in those ]>!aces are verv 
superior, nor would I wish lo use better; I have also useil very supi'ritu- .spirii's 
distilled illicitly in Innishowen. There is a ereat diU'ereneo in the illicit distilled 
spirits ill tlic north of Ireland ; the spirits of Innishowen is very sii[)crior, and tlie 
spirits in parts of Cavan and Fermanagh Is very bad ; it is .sca”reely ilrinkahle. 1 
am not aware of any deleterious matter being used in public distilliitioii ; I luive 
not known it; and whether the rapidity used hy tlic distiller is the eaiise of hacl 
spirit, is a matter of opinion that I cannot take upon myself to s|>eak to; 1 should, 
however, think, the slower tlie spirit is made, the purer it will be. 

You have stated that you have had very good spirits at Roserea, and anotlicr 
town; what is your general opinion of the licensed distillers at large, over Ireland, 
with respect lo the quality of the whiskey tliat they make? — If J was to form au 
opinion, it is this; that if you take three parts of Ireland, the .south of Ireland, the 
east, and the west, they prefer the public-distilled spirit; but in the north of Ire- 
land they prefer the illicit-distillcd spirit, from local habit, and tlic use of it. 

Do you conceive that it is merely from local liabit, and that there is no dilTerence 
in thequalityof thespirit?— I have used but very little spirits ; but that that I have 
used has been very good; the public-distilled spirit 1 find as good as the luivalc- 
distilled s|)irit. ‘ 

What is your opinion, as to the general opinion as to tlie quality of the two? 

Decidedly in favour of ihe illicit spirit. 

Whence does it arise tliat the illicit spirit is so much better, in that case, and so 
decidedly in favour?— Really I am not capable of giving a better answer to that 
than I have already given, which is the conceived idea of illicit spirit being distilled 
from all malt; and from local habit, 1 conceive, it is used. 

Do you not conceive that it must be either from accelerating the operation too 
quickly, or by putting in improper materials ?— Certainly not'improper materials • 
for during the course of my inspection and knowledge of the public ciistillcrics’ 
directly or indirectly, 1 never perceived any thing tliat could be considered either 
deleterious or improper. 



You have spoken of two persons tliat make very good li<'ciised whiskey if 
whiskey from the generality of distillers was put down liefon.' yon, and illicit 
whiskey, would yoii not prefer tiie one to tlie oilier, in point of taste and goodness 
of quality?— If 1 was to get the same spirit that I have used, wiiicli has been 
made at those places I have mentioned, by tlie public distillers, I would prefer it 
to any spirit made m a private still'; and if I was to make a choice, it would cer- 
tainly be of the public-distilled spirit. 

The Committee desire to know, if spirits, not from the di.millcries you have 
mentioned, ami which you are accustomed to use, but from the generality of the 
licensed stills, whether you would prefer that, or tlie illicit whiskey.?—! have been 
so httle m the habit of using illicit or other spirits, 1 cannot form u just opinion • 
I have been a great deal m the south of IreJmid ; and for the last fmir months 
I have been in London, where I have got but little Irish spirits, and the little I 
have used in Ireland has been from public distilleries. 

You liave inlonncd tlie Committee, that yon were insiieclor at Sli™ for a 
of time; did It tall witli,,, your lot to taste spirits, diiriugtl.e lime you lived in 
that par of die north of Ireland (^1 was only two days in k ; and 1 ci.not cbaige 
my recollection whether I used any spirits there or not; I presitine 1 diil not. 
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Jonis, 6® die Jiinii, i8i6. 

Tlu‘ Rifvht Iloiionmble.Sii- GEORGE FITZGERALB HILL, Biirh 
ill the Chair. 



JEneas Co'ffey, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

WHAT is your professional situation in life ? — I am a Surveyor of Excise, 
mid have been acting as Inspector General of Excise for some years. 

How long have you been employed in the counties of Derry, Donegal and 
Tyrone r — 1 was first employed in those counties in the years 1810 and i8ti, and 
left them afterwards, but was sent back by the Board of Excise in ]Si3, at the 
lime of the commencement of the -town-land fining-system. 

Wliat has been the general operation of that system in that part of the country 
over which you had the inspection and siiperimcndcnce of the revenue ofiicers ? — • 
I tliink tliat wherever it has been acted upon with vigour, and the fines not merely 
imposed hut levied, it has iiroclucecl the most beneficial effects in suppressing illicit 
distiliation. ' 

In wIiaL parish i.s the city of Londonderry ? — In the parish of Templeinore. 

Is that an extensive parisli r — It is a very large one ; the lai'ger part of it is in 
ibe barony of Imiisliowen. 

IVbat has been the efiect of that system in that parish? — The effect has been 
that of very nearly suppressing the illicit traffic iv toto, although it was a parish 
completely ovemm with illicit distillers before that system came into operation. 

Wliat has been the efl’ect of that system in the parislies of the two Movilles in 
the barony of Innishowen ? — A very great check of illicit distillation in each of 
tliose parishes ; in fact it lias been entirely driven from the more accessible parts 
of them into the mountainous or more inaccessible parts of Innisbowen. 

Wliat effect has it had in the interior parts of Innishowcn? — It has had the 
efiect of greatly checking illicit distillation in mauy places, particularly where 
the gentlemen of the county liave been induced, by tlie actual levy of the fines, to 
assist by their exertions. 

AVhat has been the elfecl of llils system in tlie district called Fanuit, which is 
in the liaruny of Kilmacranan imd county of Donegal, on the south bank of 
Lochswilley ? — My opinion iijicn Uiai must he partly from inlbmiatiou, as I do not 
know of iny own knowledge wluil was the stale of Fanuit previous to the opera- 
tion of those lines ; but from tlie information of those officers who did visit it, and 
also Ifom tlie number of fines imposed at the first, and one or two subsequent 
assizes, I believe it was formerly very full of private distilleries. During the last 
summer tlie barony con-stahlc levied a great number of the fines imposed upon it 
at the spring assizes of 1815. 1 inspected that district subsequent to that period 
about five nionilis ago, and went ihroiigli every part of Fannil without seeing 
any trace of a distillery, and there were hut four informations against it for fines 
at the last assizes, allhoiigli tliey liad been very numerous before. 

Do you know that district of country called Glenmovnuii, stretching from 
Strabano, in the county of Tyrone, towards the Derry mountains.^ — I have been 
hut once in that direction, and have Imt little knowledge of it, except from the 
reports ol' the Excise oilicers made to inc, who state it to have been foniieiiy 
overrun with illicit distilleries. 

IVhose t-staic is that? — The Marquis of Abercorn’s. 

‘Wliat is the slate of private distillation in that district now ?— It is, as I under- 
stand iVoui the reports of the Excise officers, nearly suppressed, which they impute 
entirely to the Marquis of Abercorn’s interference, and the instructions given by 
him to liis agents. 

Wliat expectation liave you of success in .suppressing illicit distillation, pro- 
viding the practice of filling town-lands be adhered to? — 1 think, that if it be 
uclhcrcd to, and rigorously executed, it will succeed in rooting illicit distillation 
entirely out of the cultivated champaign part of the country, and at least confine 
it to the more mountainous and inaccessible districts. 

What has been the efiect of the fines in the parish of Fahan in tlic barony of 
Tnnisliowen ? — That was the only part of ilic barony of Inuishowen in which die 
fines imposed at the spring assizes of 1814 were levied ; they were levied, not, 
1 believe, by the buruiiv constable, hut by some of the magistrates oi die parisli, 

4po. E e "'ho 
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JEiicas Coffj/, wlio applotted the amount upon the inhabitants. The consequcnc(‘ was, that ilir- 
Esq\' ’ parish remained for several successive assizes afterwards free of any distitlaiion ; 

^ J while the illicit trade continued, and perhaps ratlier increased, in all tlie ollu-i 

parishes of the same barony, until the collection of the lines was commeuced. 

Do you know the town-land of Moiiadaraj^h ? — 1 do. 

What was the effect of the system in that towii-laiul ? — That town-laiul was so 
completely overrun with distillation until the fines were )<‘vic‘(], that m> less than 15 
distilleries were seized in one day there, hy the Excise officers. In eonst'cjuence ui' 
the great number, I made very minute inquiries of the officers who had mtide 
the seizures, under the apprehension that they might be bringing more inforinti- 
tions than were proper ; but from the statements tliey made to me, I found them to 
be correct, and suffered all the infonnatioiis to In* proceeded 011; the result 
of levying the fines justified tlie circumsiance of briiigiiigso niiuiy informations, 
for the inhabitfinls of that town-laud surrendered tweiuy-two ticrviceahle copper 
stills. 

Where is Monadaragh f — In the parisli of Culdall’, in the barony of Innishowen. 

Do you know the town-land of Iskaliin ? — I do ; it is in tlie parish of Temple- 
more, and barony of Iimishowon. 

How near is it to the town-land of Muff? — Part of it is within a mile of iMulV. 

Wliat was the stale of illicit distiUution in Iskuhiu, l)efore ilie town-hind 
fine .system? — There were a. great number of illicit distilleries in it; it was one 
of tho town-lands most obstiiuilely devoted to tliat practice in the parish ol' 
Templentore. 

Have you any recollection of the conduct of the inhabitants of Iskuhin, in coii- 
seq^uynce of levying the flues? — After the fines had been levied, in the summer of 
1S15, the inhabitants combined to suppress illicit distillation in that town-laiul ; 
they made some seizures, the particulars of which I do not now roeolleet, hut 1 
believe they perfectly succeeded in suppressing illicit distillation ; ami 1 sliouhl 
iidd, that that is a mountainous and extensive tovvn-land. 

Was there any thing like co-operation on the part of the inhabitants of thai 
])art of Ireland for the suppression, of illicit distillation, before the j e-enactm<’nt of 
the town-land fiae-systein, according to your observation ? — Never, that 1 know; 
and' I shajl give an account of the time aii<l manner in wliicli that co-operation 
took place. When the law was passed in 1813, for the [lurpoHe of imposing tho.se 
fines, that is, the new law, it- scorned for a eonsitlerable time to produce veiV little 
benefit in the barony of Innishowen, which arose from a very gouerul idea cnler- 
tain.ed by the inhabitants, that there was a, defect in the Act, by means of which 
that barony would escape its operation; the law was framed, it impo.scd fines 
upon, town-lands, only, and the inhabitants of Innishowen considered it as inapjjli- 
cable. to them, because it is divided iuto districts called quarter-laiuis, and not 
town-lands. The. universal iiupression therefore was, that tlie revenue prosecu- 
tions- would fail at the assizes. A law, however, passed shortly before Spring 
assizes of 181.4, which had a retrospective operation, for the purpose of remedying 
that dj/ficulty, and which accordingly made parishes at large liable to tlic fines; in 
consequence of this, the prosecutions all succeeded, and the fines wove imposed 
upon the parishes. The effect of these successful prosecutions upon the inliabit- 
anta of Innishowen was immediate and manifest; several gentlemen and magistrates 
c.xerted themselves, and made seizures of stills, a tiling 1 had never lu'ard ol' bel'orc 
in that country. Amongst others, Mr. Young of Ouklafi', with the assistance of 
his sons, seized and brought into Derry between 27 and 30 serviceable copper 
stills, which had been seized upon his own estate, 

What is the general size of those stills ?— From fifty to sixty gallons. An en- 
campment which was formed in Innishowen, for the purpose of collectin'-- those 
fines in the summer of 1814, helped to., keep up the exertions of the gentlemen 
for some time by inducing a belief among them that the law would be vigorously 
executed; And the good done was manifested in another way, by the very ex- 
traordinary increase of the quantity of spirits permitted at this time into the dis- 
trict of Derry, of which Innishowen is a part. The quainity of spirits |)emiitted 
into Derry district,.in the year ending July 1S13, was one thousand two hundred 
and ninety-eight gallons; and there was no licensed still then in the clistriei. The 
quantity permitted into the district, in the year ending July 1814, was twelve 
thousand one hundred and sixty-nine gallons; besides which, tliere were three- 
small licensed stills erected in that district, and worked during the latter period. 
One of those licensed stills was in a place culled .Burt, in tlie biirony of Innishowen' 
wluch hud before been particularly obstinate' in illicit distillation. The camp 
however totally tailed in accomplishing the object of levying the fines, in conse- 
quence of the misconduct or the barony collector. 
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What was his name?-^Porter. JEn.'as ( 

He was the high constable and barony collector?— Yes. ^’•'i 

Goon. — The gentlemen discontinued their exertions when there appeai’ccl no 
likelihood of the fines being levied. One of the licensed stills was forced to stop 
in consequence of the want of consumption of spirits ; and> for the same reason, 
the other two were obliged to put a great quantity of their spirits into the King’s 
warehouses. Mutters continued to grow worse, as far as my observation could 
lead me to judge, during the whole of the winter of 1814 anJ 1815 : the numbdr 
of fines appeared to be increasing in an accelerating ratio, from that period until 
the Honourable Mr. Hewitt, a Commissioner of Excise, came into the country, 
about May 1815, to enforce and superintend the collection of the fines which was 
then commenced and carried on with vigour; I mean the fines, which had been 
imposed at Lent Assizes 1S15. I11 consequence of this vigorous collection, and 
the indulgence shown at the same time to the country, by suffering the fines im- 
posed previous to Lent Assizes 1815 to remain suspended, about two hundred 
and forty stills were surreiideied by the inhabitants of the barony of Irtnishowen 
to the Ucvenuc; among othm's, Mr. Youiig, who liad iofniefly e.xeftdd himself, 
and delivCtccl up twenty-seven stills, as I have already mentioned, upon this oc- 
casion used similar exertions aiid delivered up forty-seveu sttlls. At this time 
also it was tliat all the other good consequences took place in the parishes of 
Templemore, Moville, and the oilier places i mentioned. 

Do you know a district in Imiishowen called Unis ? — ^1 do. 

Was that a seat of illicit distillation to any, and what, extent ?— it was to a very 
great extent, particularly when, by the military encampmentj the distillers were 
tlrivcn from their usual places of trade in the central parts of Iimishoweu, Urris 
became their place of trade and refuge. 

Do you know a revenue officer, uairied Beauchamp Hill?-^I do; he Ja iii 
inspector general of Excise. 

Had he made any elTort against, th'i'is, and in what year ? — He had, a short time 
before I came to the country; it was either in 1S12 or 1813 ; I can’t bb positive, 
but think it was 1&13. 

Erom the time' of the effort made by that revenue officer a’galris^ Urris’,. how 
long did Urris remain withotit being visited by any reveiiue officeV, or militfu-y 
parties ? — Until May 1815. 

Describe what it was owing to, that no exertions were made against that district 
to suppress illicit distillationT—From the several attacks that had. been made upon 
tile revenue parties who attempted to make seizures in that place upon' former 
occasions, and whose efforts had failed (the parties sometimes having even been 
obliged to enter into terms of capitulation with the smugglers to surrender their 
seizures, upon condition of being allowed to depart in safety,) it was considered 
necessary to send a large force into Urris whenever an attack was to be made upon 
it; great difficulty existed in procuring such a force to act in the manner that 
was necessary to accomplish the object. 

What instances of capitulation' of revenue parties to the inhabitants of Urris, 
previous to the etfort against it by Mr. Beauchamp Hill, do you allude to ?— In 
j8ii, M'Dowall and Armstrong, Excise officers, were attacked by an armed force 
in Urris' and obliged' to surrender their seizures, and' in’ iSia, d'siinildr outrage 
took place' ill Urris, wheil R'lly arid Underwood^ Excise ofBbers, wCrisi obliged to 
Hurren'der their seizures, aild capitulate for a safe retreat. 

Have any successful operations taken place against , Urri$,. by parties who were 
K^isted in any recent instances ?— Yes ; in October 1815; Mr. Peritia'nd, surveyor 
o.f Excise, brought several seizures o'uL ofUrris, although the inhabitants ke'pt up 
:i continued fire on his party (which was occasionally returned) for several hours, 
in November 1815, a party, with Mr. Collisson, and some other reyenue' officers, 
made many seizures there, which he brought to Derry. Mr. Collisson reported 
officially to me, that upwards of 200 shots'werc fired by the people oh his paity, 
and nearly as many returned. He also speaks with gratitude in that report, of 
the conduct of the llevcrend Edward Chichester, a magistrate, who on that oc- 
casion interfered to prevail on the people 10' desist, arid ran great risk' of beihg 
shot. There have been several othw expeditions’ made' into Unis since May 
1815 ; but these are the only reccnfinstahc'cs of resistance there. 

Can yon-state to wlial e.xtent illicit distillation was carried on thercfi^I believe 
to a very extriiordinaryeXtent; I was there myself in May iSi's; and 1 saw the 
remains of fifty or sixty distillerier.; I believe' eight or ten of thema- detected at 
work ; the romaiii'dcr appeared to'bavc been abandoned for some time before, from 
the apprelicrisiou of a powerful attack. 
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Is it not :i ilat counlry where the disiilleries are worked ? — It is. 

WiutL is the extent of it in longtii ? — It is about two miles in leiiglli. 

There was no proceeding against that district from llu‘ camp '( — There was luii. 

Can yon assign a reason why ?— I recollect Iiaving gone to tlie camp to arran.r,. 
with the officer comiiuuuling there, the time for malting an rx|n'dition into I'nas 
and appointed with him a day for that pnrj)osr'; upon the dav preceding Ui,! 
appointect day I received a letter from liim in Derry, aetpinintinit me, (hat the 
inhabitants of Urris bad become apprized of the intended expedition ; llial' ihes 
had removed all their stills to the opposite side of Loch Swiliey, in I'aiun, and ihai 
no seizure was likely to be made, lie coneliuled by saying, that he liop.’d 1 woulrl 
not, under such circumstauecs, risk the lives of the imm by takiinr them into 
Urris, when no object could be obtained by it. !n cunseipienco of ilial letter I 
did not go upon the day aj)poinied ; and the camp was, 1 hidicye, very smm after- 
wards broken up. 

Could you cfTeclually succeed in destroying the distilleries in Urris without the 
aid of the military, exclusive ofllie mere proteetioii in the way of tlefenc(> that 
they were directed to aftbrd you against the country pcoph-?— -Certainly not • I 
am sm-e that if the expedition had taken place, we wouhl liave done ourinisines!, 
very imperfectly, in consequence of the military havin<r, at the time tliov wcri‘ 
encamped, received renewed atid stricter orders thtm helore, to aH'ord no tiss’islance 
whatever to the Excise officers, cxcc[)t protecting their persons if tittaeked. Tliose 
orders were m existence before, but they were renewed on tin- fonnati(ui of tlio 
camp in a very marked manner. 

Did not those orders mainly contribute to rciidcr abortive the object of sup- 
pressing illicit clistilialion, so far as that object was intended to have been aideil 
by that camp f — They did, and I should mention that, althougli orders of the same 
nature had existed before, they had been construed in a I'ilieral imitmer I>y ifi,- 
military officers, and not adhered to strictly, miii! the renewed onlers were issued 
on the formation of the camp. 

Can you state any instance, within your knowledge, to mark the e.xtentin whieli 
those orders had been carried into execution ?—l recollect wiicii I visited ihe 
camp, upon ilicvery occasion of which 1 have just spoken, for arriiiiLrinir an 
attack on Urns with thccommanding oniecr : when 1 had arrivcfl within the Inu'^ 
a dragoon, not upon duty, came u]) to imtaiul olfercd to ln)ld my horse : I iliaiiked 
liim and alighted, and went into the commanding officer’s lent, wlieic 1 had a 
conference with him; when I came out again I found my horse in tlic hands Jf 
an Excise ofiicer, stationed in the cam[), who informed me that the drairooii was 
put under arrest by Ins officer for holding my horse: I was somcwharsiirprised 
at that circumstuiice, and went to the officer’s tent, who, I was informed Ind 
put the dragoon under arrest; he acknowledged to me his Imving done .so - ami 
added, that while he had the honour to have a command in that camp no sdidicr 
under his command should aflbrd the smallest assistance to the E.xcisc officer 
except 111 protecting his person, if attacked. 1 should add, that tlicre was m! 
personal feeling of hostility between him and me, but quite the contrary. 

Who is the officer you allude to ?— Lieutoiiant Hay, of the 6th dracooiis • 1 am 
not certain of the regiment. ” ’ 

Wiis that Liciitenatil Hay at tlio same time zealous ami well disposed to do Ills 
duty in assisting the revenue officer, if ho could do it with iirorn-icty, aocnrilim-- i<> 
the orders lie received?— I really thought so from his professions ;‘lmt his orders 
did not seem to admit of it. oiutu-, 

If it should be understood in Ireland to be the opinion of Earliamoiit tint it is 
proper to continue the town-land fine-system, what etVcct do vou iliink and know- 
hat would have in the country m suppressing illicit distillation .'—1 think it would 
have a pod efleetj tor it I may state my opinion will) tliic resnoct u, tlie Coin- 
nmtee, 1 do conceive that the sitting of the Committee is at titis moment seriot y 
mjunng he revenue in the north ot Ireland, by the liopes wl.iclt it Itas evciW 
amongst the smugglers in that country. ^’c.xuhu 

Then do you think therefore tliat it is of impomince liiat lliero slioulii lie a 
decision madps soon as possible, , villi respect ti citi.er tl.e t.bttnLbncnt or cL 
imnanceot the lown-laml fine system am of opinion titat a tlcedsion f„" ; 
abandoiiinent would come too soon at anytime. decision loi its 

Doyoutiiink that there should be a decision by tliis Committee 
possible, wall a view to the interests of the country? I do. 

Do not you think thut the expectation excited by tliis Committee lias contrihuti li 
vet, much to the mereasc ot ilficit distillation ?_1 feel satislied of it ' 

When did yon leave that country r-About six weeks ago. 

Wh.st 
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IViiiit was tlip general impression lircn, by the inquiry anrlcrtaliai by Pat- 
jiameiit f I liat tiic siill-hning sj'ste’ra would be entirclj done away. 

Did the illicit distillation begin to raise its head more, in consequence?— Yes it 
•did ; and another circumstance tended to increase illicit distillation, and also’ to 
conlirin the opinion ot the country-people, which was, that the out detachments 
ot troops were almost all removed at that period : This betth gave lacilities to 
abandoned opinion, that the present system was about to be 

Is It your opinion that the fining system has had a iair trial, from having been 
a suiricient length ol tunc ui operation ? — It is not iny opinion that it has : i con- 
ceive that It has been in operation in the barony of Innishowcii, for instance no 
more than about a year, and in other parts of .Donegal even a shorter time ’un- 
less the imposing ot penalties without dlbrts to levy them be considered as a trial- 
no eliorts were ever made to levy the fines in that county by the high constables 
ot the baronies of Innishowen, Boylagh or Banmigh, and but little by the barony 
coiista!)le ot Kiilmackrcnuon; which baronies constitute by far the greater portion 
ol the country. ^ 

Then in fact little has been collected, except by oflicers appointed by the Board 
ot Excise? — Not in those baronies. 



Is It not a iiecessarjj' consequence of endeavouring to carry into execution the 
hning system, that illicit trade will be shifted from place to place, through ihe 
dillerent mountainous districts, before it be entirely got rid of?— Certuinly; as it 
is driven from one part of the country, attempts will be made to establish it in 
another. 

_ Have you any doubt that if the same elTorts shall he made in other places; as 
Jii Innishowen, they will be successful r— That they will succeed so fur as greatly 
to dimmish the evil, 1 have no doubt. ° ^ 



Have you any knowledge, except what you have heard from people, of what 
the operation of the fining system has been in the counties of Longford, Cavan, 
and Fermanagh .? — From the inibrmatioii which 1 received from officers in those 
counties, and also from the very extraordinary decrease in the number of infor- 
mations for lines against those counties, 1 think that the illicit trade must be very 
much checked indeed. 



Wliich of the nortiiern counties do you think the most inveterate in illicit dis- 
tillation ? — Donegal. 

Have you any doubt of it?' — No. 

Have you any vccollcctiou of the number of cases out of the informations 
brought in Donegal, iliat were litigated in Lent assizes of 1814?— I recollect the 
number of fmes inqmscd on Donegal at those assizes was 354, of which Coo were 
litigated cases, and decided by the verdicts of jictty juries : No line was ini- 
pused in any traversed case, except upon a verdict of a jury, that I ever knew of. 

Have you yourself any emolument in any way derived from the fining system.? 

None, wiiateviM'. 

You are paid a salary for your superintendence over a certain district of 
country? — Any emolument I have is derived froui the liberality of the Board of 
Excise, and from no other source. 

Arc the revenue officers in tlic liabits of reporting their stili-hunting duties in 
their reports to your— They constantly report; 'they formerly made monthly 
reports to me, which are now made to the collector of excise. 

What proportion did the number of litigated cases in Donegal, at Lent assizes 
1814, bear to any otlier of the counties upon the north-west circuit?— I have a 
general recollection of the total number of litigated cases in Ireland; the number 
of cases litigated, on which fines were imposed, in the whole of Ireland, was four 
Inmdred and thirty-four ; and of those, two hundred were litigated in the countv 
of Donegal alone; and 1 may go further, and say, .that of those two hundred, 
there were at least one hundred and seventy litigated in the barony of 1 iinishoweii . 

What is the general comparative price of barley in the counties of Derry and 
Donegal, to the price which it bears in Drogheda, Dublin, Limerick and Cork.? — 
It is considerably higher; I have made observations myself from all the market 
notes and newspapers, and I find the price is considerably higher in the county 
of Donegal, and Derry also, than in the south of Ireland; an irresistible nroof 
of this is besides furnished by the fact, that the licensed distillers of the district 
of Derry have imported cargoes of barley from .Limerick, which tlicy liave 
informed me, after paying all charges, was from fifteen to twenty per cent, cheapet* 
than they could get it in the north. 

Do you know what the amount of spirit-duty paid in the district of Derry, had 
been for twenty years before the town-land fine system hud been introduced ? — 
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W Colfoi Tlicro were no spirit-duties, I believe, for twenty years before tlmt ; timse clniios 
are now, however, very considerable. 

✓ Ij.;ivc you ever heard tliat whiskey lias been ever sent from the distilleries in 

Cork to 'Derry, and aftcrwanls from Derry to Belfast, m consequence of no pur- 
chaser being found in the city of Derry for legal spirits:— I did hear so, mid 
have no doifbt of it; but I have not a direct knowledge of the fact myself. 

Do you know what is the disposition of the inlmbitants generally in the illieit 
districts, towards tiio rcvciuu; uliicers whose duty it is to visit tlicm ?— \’ery 
hostile indeed. 

Do not you conceive, that the m.'ijoritv'of the inhabitants are engaged in it r— 
I conceive they are, either directly or indirectly- 

You believe that there is a general coinbinalion amongst (limn ?— Yes, I do. 

Describe in what maimer you consider that they nre cilher directly or indireeily 
cn^-aml in it.?— I consider that the high price which illicit disliMaiion caiis<-s 
afrriciiltiiral produce to bear there, gives the landlord^ and die famu-r n dircei 
hUerest in it ; I consider also, that a numerous class of tlie_ iidiabitants of iliat 
county are makers of illicit malt, who arc of course directly engaged in it; the 
miller and distiller himself have a direct interest^ iii h ; the eurriera of ilie sjiirita 
are very nmnerous. Again, there is a vast deal of .spirits consnincd in the. cammy 
of Donegal, scarcely any of which had mitil lately paid tiniy; and of course, 1 
conceive die consiimcrs of this illicit spirit have had their .share of the prolits of 
the trade, by getting it so much cheaper. 

Have not the millers, and the proprietors of mills likewise, an interest in it, from 
the grinding and making of malt? — Of course Uicy have; I have heard a miller 
•say that liis mill was not wortli ouc-teuth of the rent which he paid for it, in con- 
sequence of the cheek whicli illicit distillation got from die lining system. 

lias not the unlicensed seller likewise an interest ? — Certainly. 

Is not that class of persons very miincrons in the conmry ? — It was very nu- 
merous; but it is very much diminished, I tliiiik, in the barony of limisliowcn in 
particular, and in the neighbourhood of ])crry. 

What is the disposition of tlie inhabitants in the illicit districts, towards dm 
revenue officers whose duty leads them into those districts ? — It is very lio.siilc 
indeed. 

Can you relate any instances ; Do you know a revenue officer of the name of 
IIciKlriek ? — 1 do. 

What is he ? — A surveyor of excise stationed at Lettcrkcnny, one of the prin- 
cipal towns of the county of Donegal ; it is in the barony of Killinnckrennon. 

Relate what occurred to him ? — I had a report from him, v.hich I transmitted 
td the Boavd'of Excise, stating, that a few day.s before die last assizes, a numher 
of persons made an attempt hetween two and three o’clock in the day, to carry 
iiiin off ii'om the middle of tliat town, mid liad nearly succeeded in iln-ir ohieiU, 
hut by good fortune, the horse upon which they were auc.inpting to force him, 
gave one of the ruffians a severe kick, which caused some confusion and delay 
amongst tliem, and the approach of some soldiers stationed in tlie Iowa, prevciiled 
them carrying him ofl’; lie was, however, most seyercly beaten and bruised: Mr. 
Hendrick has resided in Lettcrkcnny lor many years, and was ul’ course i\ iH known 
to most of its inhabitants. 

Is Letterkcniiy then, in that pari of die world, a poimlous town ? — It is the 
largest town in that part of the coimtrv. 

Did any instance of outrage occur to yourself in that town? — I recollect con- 
ducting some excise prosecutions ill December last, in that town; 1 was cross- 
exainiuing a witness in the large room of die inn, which room was very miieh 
crowded at the time, and a stone was tlirowii by some jierson ol' ncarlv thrift* puimd 
weight, which grazed my forehead, aiul shattered in pieces the door'of a press in 
the room behind me; the room in whicli tliis occurred was so crowtlcd at the 
time, that the persons who were about the man who threw this stone, must liave 
iiiatle way for him, by pressing closer together for that purpose. 

Was he in the room ? — Yes, lie was. 

Was he seized?— No; I could not trace who the individual was; no person 
would give intoninuion upon die point. ^ 

Were there not, iipoii a former occasion, two or three revenue officers actually 
seized and carried out oi the coimlry, to prevent giving infoniiatioii in iliat county'^ 
— There were ; there ,was an excise officer, eallctl l^aiil O’Kanc, who was seized 
and earned awu}', 1 recollect. 

Relate 
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Relate the circumstance ?— I know he was carried away, and taken to an island JEneax Coffey, 
nl some distance from the coast, and, as I hear, barbarously treated ; he was kept Esq^ 

away, to ])revciit ills prosecuting ofl'cnders for the town-land fines at the assizes. '' 

Do you know an excise officer of tiie name of St. Lawrence? — f do; he was 
carried away I'rom Cocksiown in Tyrone; 1 was present at last assizes, when his 
wife gave testimony of the fact of his having been carried away. 

Was he carried away by violence; describe it?— She said he was forcibly 
carried away. 

Was he put into a chaise, or how ? — I have been told he was put into a sack, and 
so curried ofi’. 

What was the testimony which Mrs. St. Lawrence, gave? — Her testimony 
before the Judge at Omagh, upon that occasion, was, that her husband had got a 
soldier into his house to protect him, being apprehensive of danger, at the time 
he resided in the town of Cockstown. 

Is that a populous town ? — 1 believe so. 

Ho thought it necessary to have the protection of a soldier in. his house, even in 
the town of Cockstown? — So she stated. 

Tor what purpose was he carried away ? — A jury gave a verdict that he was car- 
ried away for the purpose of preventing his prosecuting in revenue cases at the 
last assizes of Omagh; Mrs. St. Lawrence could not describe exactly the way in 
which lie was carried off ; the house was broken, in^o; St. Lawrence got out of bed; 
she was much terrilied, and did not see the manner he was carried off. 

Have you never heard in the country how he was carried off? — I have heard lie 
was carried off in a sack ; 1 now recollect she gave evidence, that upon looking 
out of the window she saw something like a sack upon a man’s back. 

And the general report was that he was carried off in a sack? — Yes. 

Do you know a revenue officer of the name of Macgouldrick ? — I do. 

"Was he carried off at any time? — I have heard so, and believe it, 

W'licrc from ? — I'rom Dargbridgc, in the county of Tyrone. ■ 

In a similar manner, and for a similar purpose ? — I have heard so, and believe it. 

Were you ever ill treated in the barony of Iiinishowen? — I was indeed: In 
November 1810, while in the act of destroying an unlicensed distillery at Carthage, 
in the barony of Innishowen, I was attacked by about fifty men, not one of vvhoiii 
1 . am sure ever saw me before; they fractured my skull, left my whole body one 
mass of eonlusion, and gave me two bayonet wounds, one of which completely 
■jH'ijorulcd my thigh. I owed my life to the rapid approach of the military party, 
from wliicli 1 had imprudently wandered a few hundred yards; bnl even their 
approach would not have been in lime to save me, if my assailants liad not been 
so numerous and eager as to impede each other’s efforts for my destruction, i 
did not recover from my wounds for many months; and tb tliis day 1 foel bud 
effects I'rom ihom, which I never expect entirely to get rid of. 

Was this attack at night, or day-time ? — In open day. The men could bavehiul 
no antipathy to me, but merely from seeing me destroy the distillery ; aucl the attack 
being made so instantly by the immediate neighbourhood, who could not have ex- 
pected me, frommy having suddenly visited the spot, is one of very many instances 
which proves to me, the disposition and combination of the country-people to up- 
hold illicit distiilation. 

You have stated that there was a general combination, in your opinion, against 
the law, in the county of Donegal ; have you ever heard of any combination iii 
favour of the law ? — 1 have heard of resolutions passed by the gentlemen of the 
county ; but have no knowledge of their being followed up by any active measures, 
except since the fines were levied. 

But since these were levied, they have acted in support of the law ?— Some of 
them have. 

Do not you impute that acting of these gentlemen, m a great measure, to the 
enforcement of the fines ? — 1 certainly do. 

There having been some evidence before the Committee respecting collusion 
and splitting of fines, you are requested to_ slate if you have known of any such 

instances ? I have not known of any such instance; but I do not assert that such 

circumstances have never occurred. 

Have you ever heard of such attempts having been made ?— I have ; and I have 
for that reason been very careful in examining the informations of officers under 
my direction, and where I saw more than one fine in one day in any town-iand, I 
have made such inquiries as satisfied me, before I let them bring them forward. 

And all the informations necessarily. go ilirough your, liands before they were 
preferred They did, until there was a change of arrungeiuent lately. 
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But until tliat change, ail the informations did puss througli your IuukU;’ — . 
They did. 

And you took pains to prevent it?— I did. 

Wliose hands do they go through now ? — Tlnough the collector.s of exc‘is(', 
instead of mine. 

The number of fines against one town-land for detections, in one day, is not n 
jiioof that Uie fines have been split, or tliat there luis been collusion ? — Ccriaiiilv 
not; I have known seventeen stills lo be seized on one town-land of Lniishowen, 
belonging to Mr. Voiing, in one day; I have also tneniimu-d that iliere were 
twenty-tv/o stills surrounded by the inhabitants of another town-land in that, 
barony. 

You have stated that there is a combination which exists amongst the inhabit- 
nnls against the onicers; will you have the goodness to mention any proofs of 
such existing combination? — 1 think tliat one proof of it is the great number of 
attacks made upon the revenue parties, where there could be no prc-conccrlcd 
]i!an or arnuigemcnt between the smugglers for those attacks ; and anotlier proof 
is, the common practice of giving signals on the approach of the military or 
revenue parlies. 

Describe those signals? — Sometimes these signals are made by blowing horns, 
.sometimes by firing shots, sometimes by loud shouts of the people ; niitl I have 
known instances (»f tlie inhabitants of a village running us soon us the military 
were seen, to ring the churcli bell. 

What village? — The village of Mufi', the ]iropcrty of General and Mr. Ilart: 
I applied to the curate of the parish of Mulf, and remonstrated with him upon 
tlic indecency of such a thing being suifered, and he replied to me, that “ it was 
an ancient custom, which he could not prevent I said, 1 should be muler the 
necessity of making an ajiplication to the Bishop of Deny upon the sulij(?ct ; and 
since then it has not been practised. 

Do you know of any other cliurchcs that have this ancient custom, except tin: 
church of Muff? — I cannot say positively ; I have been told by revenue ofliccrs, 
that it has been practised elsewhere, but 1 have no direct evidence of it in oilier 
])Iacc\s. 

You have stated, that the state of illicit distillation became much worse after 
the suspension of the lines of Iiiiiisliowcn ; did it not tamiimu; iii a progressive 
state of aggravation, till Mr. Hewitt wont down into that coimiry to niforce the 
payment of die pcnullios? — It did, with the c.Kcc[)lion of tlu: temporary im- 
provements which took place imiiicdiatcly after the ime.xi)Oclcd imposition of the 
fines at tlic spring assizes in 1814, and llic formation of the camp. 

Have you observed whether the places in Donegal and Tyrone, where lines had 
lieeii enforced, were the same places which had been subject lo the culbrcing of 
fines in the last year? — lu Donegal the im[>rovciuciU which 1 ms taken place is 
]>articularly in the barony of inuishowen, and that has taken place in all jilaces 
ivlicre the lines have been levied. My experience of Tyrone is not so great, but 
1 have made enquiries of tliosc wlio have more local knowledge of it, "ami have 
learned, tluit the fines of last assizes wore mostly imposed upon places that liatl not 
been heavily lined before; one particular instaucc was moiitioiu:d to nu; by tluise 
oiHccrs, namely, the parislt of Upper Badony, upon which there were thirty-four 
fines in the Lent assizeis of 1815, and four only at the last assizes ; wiili respect 
lo other parts of that county, I am not so competent to speak. In ilu- county of 
Londoiideny I know there were lew fines imposed at last assizes, upon places that 
had sufiei'eii by lines before. At Lent assizes 1815, die fines imposed outlie 
under-named parishes were as follow: Lower Cumber twenty-one, Upper Cumber 
twenty-three, BanachernUietecn, Faughaavalenine; these fines were regularly levied 
by the high constables, and the consequence was, that at Lent assize.s iRio' they' 
were. reduced to the following number: Lower Cumber three. Upper Cumber four 
Banaglier none, Faughanvale two ; and T think it will, on examination, ap^ioar, 
that the fines have produced similar eficcts wherever they have been actually 
levied, even in counties in which, like Londonderry, the total number of line.s has 
increased in amount. 



Do you know the barony of Loughiushoejlin..? — I do know part of it. 

Was not that a place of considerable illicit distillation till the fine system was 
brought into operation against it ?— I kuow the county of Deny better by iia 
jjarishes tlian by its baronies; 

Was not the parish of Magliara a place of considerable illicit distillation It 
was; there were twenty-five lines imposed upon it at the Lent assizes 1814 ; they 
uere-levied by the proper county officer; since when, there have been no mure 
th.'m ivyo fines upon that parish at any subsequent assizes. 

Do 
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Do you know the district of Learmont ? — I do. 

Is it not a moiintainoiis district? — It is. 

Has there been any efforts to suppress illicit distillation there?— There was an 
Excise officer stationed there for a considerable time, who imposed a number of 
fines upon that part of the county; they were also levied; and I liave every reason 
to believe that there ia no distillery ndiatever in that tract of country now. 

Do you know any thing of what the expression of the people was at the last 
assizes lor the county ol Donegal, when several persons accused of inisdcnieaiiurs 
were liberated from prison, in consequence of the gaols being not sulheient to 
•contain them ?— The idea then entertained was, that ilwas in consequenceof the 
system of coercion being to be given up. 

"What was the effect produced by the prevalence of that opinion ?— An increase 
of smuggling, certainly. 

Did you ever hear of the manner in which such liberation was communicated to 
theiu.^ — I am not aware of the manner. 



Did you ever hear of any gentleman of the country having said publicly in the 
streets of Lifford, that the system was to be at an end ?— I did not; but it may be 
material to mention, tha> the judge had stated to the grand jury that he would not 
try any more of them, in consequence of the crowded state of the gaol ; but afterwords 
he called the grand jury before him, and informed them, that having heard a ru- 
mour had been industriously spread abroad that the present system was to be aban- 
doned, and fearing that his decision of not trying any more of the prisoners, 
might give a sanction to that rumour, he had changed his mind, and would try 
tliem ; he afterwards, however, found that the gaol could not hold them, and 
abandoned the attempt. 

But those persons were accused of misdemeanors under other Acts, and uot 
under the Act imposing fines upon town-lands? — Yes. 

They were bound over in recognizances to attend, were they not? — I believe so. 

You did not hear who communicated this to the people ? — I did not. 

Have you any doubt that it would be a considerable ground of popular favour 
in the county of Donegal, to have obtained, or to have contributed to, the repeal 
of this law ? — I can have no doubt it would. 

We wish to ask you, whether the distilleries in the county of Donegal be not 
usually near the Hamlet, or what is called the Town of the Town-land? — They arc, 
in most instances; but latterly, the fining-system has made them erect them, in 
some case.s, at a greater distance. 

It has been stated that fines have been imposed for fragments of stills ; is that 
the case? — There never has been, since the commencement of the system, a fine iin- 
[)used at Liflbrd or Derry, e.xcept for astill, a worm ofaslill, a still-head, pot-ale, 
or singlings. 

Suppose the worm were cut in two? — No fine would be given ; no fine would 
be imposed for an unserviceable worm. 

Have 3'ou any recollection of any orders or instructions from the Board, to direct 
what informations sltali be brought forward, with respect to stills, or the materials 
for making illicit spirits ? — It is the order of the Boaril ; and i really believe it is 
the law also that there shall be no fine except for a serviceable stilt ; it certainly 
was the law, but I do not recollect whether or not it is so in tlie present Act. 

Have you ever permitted an information to be brought for any part of a still 
lliut was not serviceable ? — Never for any that the olficer did nor swear in his re- 
turn was serviceable ; and in almost every instance those stills are inspected by, 
and cut to pieces in the presence of, the collector of E.Ncise or myself. 

With respect to t!te conduct of the gentry, and particularly tlie grand juiy of 
the county of Donegal, was any application ever made by that grand jury 
to the judge, with respect to the conduct of J?ortor, whom you said was a 
high constable, who failed to perform his duty in enforcing payment of tlie fines 
in 1814 ? — I am pretty certain that there was no application against Porter, or any 
of the other persons who equally neglected their duty. 

Have they been continued in office by that grand jury? — They are all still 
continued but Porter, I believe. 

Have they received the emoluments of the office, notwithstanding that breach, 
of duty? — I believe they have. 

You have said that some of the gentlemen of the country have, since the en- 
forcement of fines, exerted themselves to put down this mischiefj have yon ever 
heard of any, who by their iancuage and conduct have held a different course ? — , 
490. ■ Gg I have 
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JiiiicM Coffcn, t lifivc liem-cl it; and cases of that kiud have been repoited to ute by some of 
Esq.' ' the ofiieers. 

/ Have you ever lieard of mon-lraps being rejjorted to have been placed to catcli 

the gaugei's? — It is an absolute I'act; and thci'c exists an cdlicial vcporl from the 
collector of Derry and mysell’, respecting the Reverend JiUcins (hirey, in whicli 
the fact is stated : Mr. Carey imported men-iraps, avowedly to calcli any vcvenue 
officer that might attempt to come into his grounds; ami thi're is also another 
circumstance relative to that gentleman, slated in the same report : Mr. Carey 
was summoned to attend an Ex<msc trial at Derry, to give evidence against one of 
his own tenants ; ho addressed the barrister who conducted the prosecution, and 
said, “ Corry, you know very well that a revenue oalii is of no conscijiiencc, 
and you will lliul that I will be of no service to you:” then turning to the 
smugglers, who were in great numbers in court, with the book in his band, 
he said, “ Now', boys, you shall see how 1 will switch for you,” or some similar 
words. 

Is he a popular man among his tenantry ? — He is not. 

Tlien you do not believe that his house was entered violently, and destroyed, on 
.nccount of his signali/.ing himself for the revenue ? — I am sure not ; luii rather 
because after having encouraged thcjn to smuggle, he did not, like oilier land- 
lords, advance the amount of the lines for his leunius, to prevent, ihoir being 
dlsiraincd. 

This gcntleimm is a clergyman ? — I believe he was a clergyman, but w’as 
degraded. 

Is he a magistrate? — He is not; and I was very much surprised to licar him 
mentioned as one who had suft'ered by assisting the revenue. 

Have you heard of a distillery, which has been referred to in the Committee, a.s 
having been very artfully concealed ? — 1 heard of it from Mr. Mann, the oHicer 
who had detected it. 

Was that the same that Sir John Stuart described in his evidence? — From the 
description, I think it inust. 

Did that distillery belong to a ]),crsou in a very low state of life, or not ? — It be- 
longed to a person named Macidntire, who paid large fines in consequence! of 
it, U believe to the amount of 400/.) to the Excise, and lie is alicensed distiller 

llOW’. 

Then in point of property, ho was respectable, although not in point of 
character? — I do not know any thing against his character, except as au illicit 
distiller. 

You have stated some facts, to give the Committee the means of judging of the 
general conduct of the proprietors of the county of Donegal; are liicy, gene- 
rally speaking, in the habit of consuming illicit spirits? — If Uicy consuniod'’any, 
it must be illicit. 

What else do you believe they consume?— I firmly believe, I Imvc not the 
smallest doubt, they consume illicit spirits largely. 

Do you think that sufficient check is put upon the coiisumptii)u of illicit spirits 
at present? — f do think that it would be a great imiu'uvcmeiii in ilio present law 
imposing penalties on the consumers of them, if those penalties were levied for 
having them in their possession, and not merely for receiving them ; as tlie law 
stands, you must prove the precise day they received them, or at least that tluy 
Itad received them within a certain liiniled lime, which is scarcely possible to do, 
and therefore if the laws were so altered as to impose iienaltics simply for having 
illicit spirits in possession, it would be much more efficient. 

Would it not be easy to ascertain whether the spirits in possession of tlicsp 
consumers' were illicit spirits or not ? — Generally speaking there is a considerable 
difference in the flavour, by which the spirits made in unlicensed stills mav be 
known. 

Do not you conceive that considerable good resulted from (lie order of Excise 
last year for searching houses for illicit spirits ? — I do ; for ilie general impressiun 
was, that the person was finable in whose possession illicit spirits were found, and 
it excited considerable alarm. 

Is that impression done away,? — I believe it is; at least in that part of the 
country with which Lam best acquainted. 

Areyou.not of opinion that that ought to be the law ?— I think it would be of 
service to the revenue. 

Have you, with you, a copy of a report which you transmitted to Mr. 
Fitzgerald, in Ireland ?— i have, this is it, [producing i/.] 

. What is your opinion as to the general consumption of whiskey tliroughout 
Ireland ? — Any opinion of that kind must, be founded upon very vague data mdeed. 

490. Upon 
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Upon siieli opinion as you are able to form, from any data within your con- JEveasCvffcy, 

sideration, do yon think the consumption of Ireland may be as imich as 200,000 Esq. 

gallons in the year ? — 1 have already said, that any opinion I may have formed 
upon that subject must be upon very loose data indeed ; but if I were to form any 
opinion, it would be that it docs amount to that quantity. 

Does it not appear by the report of the Commissioners of Inquiry of the year 
1 S07, that tlie amount of spirits charged in that year was nearly six Millions of 
gallons? — In 1807, 1 believe it was so. 

Does it not appear by the reports of the Commissioners of Inquiry, that at that 
]icriod the public licensed distillers admitted that they made double the amount 
lironght to charge against them ? — They slated that they made more than double 
the amount of what was brought to charge against them. 

That would make it appear that the spirits distilled by public licensed distillers, 
amounted to upwards of twelve millions of gallons at that period? — l.t woulil 
seem so. 

AVhat proportion do you conceive the illicit whiskey made by private distillers 
thi'oughour, Irelmul, then bore to what would appear to be twelve millions of gal- 
lons of spirits made in licit distilleries?— -I recollect the report said, that the illicit 
tlislillalion was carried on to a great extent at that time. 

Have you in your possession any data, although not very conclusive, that lead 
you to form an opinion of the whole quantity of spirits legally and illicitly con- 
sumed ill Ireland ? — J have given an opinion already, formed upon the data 1 have ; 
but I. do not conceive them to be sufficiently accurate to be laid before a CommitLoc 
of this kind; my data are quite loose and vague. 

The conclusion of your own mind however is, that the amount of spirits made 
in Ireland is to that extent ? — It certainly is ray opinion. 

Do you think that it would tend materially to the prevention of illicit distilla- 
tion, if every proprietor of u mill, or kiln for drying malt or com, were obliged to 
register liis mill, or kiln, and give security that he would not dry or grind malt 
or grain for the purpose of private distillation? — Most undoubtedly it would, but 
particularly the registry of mills ; there might be great difficulties in putting it 
into practice ns to kilns. 

In what respect? — From the very great number of them scattered through the 
country, and the low class of people who are the proprietors of them, there 
would be much difficulty in enforcing the registry of these kilns; there are perhaps 
between two and three hundred of them in the barony of Iimishowen alone : 1 
beg leave to add, that 1 know this very measure has been for some time past in 
the coiiteinplalioii of Mr. Hawthorne, Chairman of the Excise Board ; and that 
a clause has been prepared under his direction for giving it effect, as fur as is 
practicable both as to mills and kilns. 

Do you apprehend that the consumption of spirits illegally made, or illegally 
brought into the kingdom, would be materially prevented by obliging every 
person who refused, on being called on to take the oath, declaring that he had 
not purchased iior allowed to be consumed in his house, any spirituous liquors that 
he had reason to believe were not legally made or legally imported, to pay a 
fine or other pecimiary penalty, or a considerable addition to the assessed taxes 
at which his house was valued ? — 1 think such a measure would have a very 
considerable effect, in preventing the consumption of illicit spirits' by the re- 
apucluble classes of the people. 

Is it not your opinion, that prompt punishment following the offence of illicit 
distillation, would be very important towards its suppression ? — Certaiiily. 

Are vou not of opinion, that the lapse of time between the detection of llie 
ijlicit d”istillcrs, and the subsequent assizes, when inlbnnutions are brought against 
them, has a bad effect? — lain. 

Are you not of opinion, that it would be a very important advantage oblained, 
if by any change of the system, the gentlemen of tlie country and magistrates 
could be brought to give a general co-operation for its suppression ?— Surely it 
would be a great advantage. 

Does it occur to you that any change of the jurisdiction in the first instance, 
with respect to the imposing of the tines upon town-lands, transferred for in- 
stance to the magistrates would have a beueticial effect, provided it were guarded 
by an appeal to the assizes? — I think any measure which would make the magis- 
trates and gentlemen of the country better satisfied with the inode of trial, would 
have a good effect; for I think that one third of the present number of tines, 
inflicted'’ with their coiiseut, would have a beltci effect than those that arc now 
inllicted against it. 
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If the ^^cntlcmcn of the country were to lend tlicmsclvcs in this way to 
the execution of the law, would it not very mateiially lessen the expense of 
prosecuting informations? — 1 should ihinlc so. 

What effect, in your opinion, would it have, if the wliole, or a ])avt of a fine 
imposed upon n town-laud were to be remitted, in case of an inhabiiant or tlic in- 
habitants prosecuting tlte actual distiller to conviction ? — I could not, at all events 
approve of the whole being remitted, because I think the iniialiitants of the 
town-land would in that case first take their chance of the trial, witli tlie ]ui[)c of 
the information being dismissed ; but it probably might have a good effect to hold 
out ail encouragement to such prosecutions by reiiiiltiiig a jiart of the line. 

Would it not have a beneficial elfcet, if persons were to be selected by tlie 
resident landholders of town-lands, to endeavour to prevent illicit distillation 
within the 1,o'vn-laiuls, if those persons so appointed received preventive coininis- 

sions fipm Government to give them the authority of the revenue officer r I 

tliiiik it would be right to give every authority to persons so appointed 5 but at 
present all persons in the community have sufficient authority for the seiisure of 
illicit stills and malt, and every thing of that kind. 

Do not you think it would have a beneficial effect, if the inhabitants of the 
eouiitry were to appoint persons in whom they Imd conficience, ami who should 
receive a reimmcration for their trouble, coiTcsponding to i.iieir success in per- 
foniiing llicir duty?— I do; I think every exertion that may be made by the 
iiilmbitants of llie comiliy must be attended with good effects. I’urishes arc 
anihorized by law to appoint inspectors, at twenty pounds per amuun, at jirciseut. 

Does any furiher encouragement which might be afforded to the one lumdred 
gallons stills and under, occur to your mind, which would have, in the north of 
B-eland, any beneficial effect towards suppressing the illicit distiliaiioii of the 
couuliy 1 have not digested any measure of that kind; and any that I euukl 
think of would be quite doubtful as to its effect. 

What, in your opinion, would then be the effect of small siiils being ponniUed 
to work without restriction of charge, and under the regulation of wtLrehousing 
all the spirits made in those stills, and permitting lliosc spirits to be sent into 
consumpnon at a reduced tluty, proviilecl the spirits made in the large stills in 
other districts were at the same nine made capable ul' being pcrmiLicd to be 
brought into the same district to be warehoused there, mul likewise nuulo capable 
of lieiiig permitted out for eoiismnpiioii at the same duly as iliat to be cliarged 
tor the spirits made in tlie small stills p— Tlie allowing liic small stills to work 
■\\ ilhoiit liny lestiiciion, would certainly in iisell be a very dangerous measure, and 
if adopted, grciit care slioukl be taken as to the places in which license would be 
granted lor such stills ; the local reduction of duties spoken of, appears to me to 
i>e an cxpemnerit worth trying, (under the present cirenmstanccs at least) and 
1 think might be fenced with such securities as would prevent any very serious 
injury to tlie revenue, if it tlid imt in the end succeed ; any such meusuii should 
oi course, injustice, be uccumpauied with a similar privilege to large distillers 
10 send spirits into those districts at the same reducet! rate of duty. 

Do you mean to suggest two different rates of duly in different jiarts of Ireland ^ 
— i^ardon me, it was not my suggestion ; but L umlerstarul the plan proposed iii 
the tiuesiion, to mean two tiiffercnt rates of duty. ^ 

Would not the altering the shape of the one hundred gallons still, ami under 
hy making its diameter less in [iropoitioii to its dejuh, so slacken the progress of 
(iisiiilaiion as not only to produce a belter spiiit, but likewise to operate as a 
cjmsideruble guard against fraud? — llie liccper llio still, in proportion to its 
dttinietcr, the slower it must of course work ; but I do not know what effect such ;i 
cliauge in the shape of the still might have on the qualiiy of the spirits. 

Do you think that, by a reduction of duty upon tlie legal distiller, lie would be 
able to conic in:o competition at all with the illegal distiller ?— t'ertainJy • 1 think 
he would ; yet it must be a very great reduction that would emiblo the liccnsetl 
to cope with the unlicensed distiller. 

■ But do you not Ihii.k that a modcrale reduction of the duty woulil tend to 
lessen the evil ?-—Lcitainly ; iiiasmueli as the less tlie profit the few"*' 



would embark in the illicit trade. 



er persons 

Have you uuy knowledge that illicit distillation is imTcused in the south of 
fact of my own upon 



You have said that you approve much of tile fmiug system, m respect 
to tlistiilatiou upon lowii-lautls t-1 have said that it protluoK Kood effects ' 
iupprcssiiig distillaticu, ^ t, * 

Do 
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Do you couceive '.my mode by which you could injprove that fining system, so j^ncas Co/ry, 
as to prevent any innocent people, or such as could not know of the still, Esq. 
from siifiering uacicr its operation? — No mode of that kind has suggested itself - 
to me. 

But do you not believe that under the present system, many innocent people 
must suffer ? — I do not ihiiik that many sufihr. 

But some ? — I think it is very possible that some do. 

Would you think it prudent to allow such a person a tri.T. 1 , to prove his innocence? 

— 1 do not know how such a mode of trying a town-land line could be carried on. 

You have mentioned that you have known of no fine traversed, that was not 
tried by a jury ?— I liave said so. 

And you are right; but is not the defence very much circumscribed; what 
defence is a man allowed to make, that thinks he is innocent? — The defence is 
made by the rown-lmid, and not by the individual ; there are various points of 
traversehn the Act which I cannot state with precision without looking at it; the 
denying the fact of the still being found is one, or proving that it has been 
put collusively there, is aiiotiier. 

Is that allowed by the law? — Yes. 

But a man cannot exempt himself from the line by any proof of his own imio- 
ceuce ? — I imagine that he has no mode of proving his own want of knowledge 
of the thing, so as to exempt him from paying his proportion of the fine on the 
town-land, which however lie may afterwards recover of the guilty persons. 

' Do not you think that if it were possible so to modify the Act that innocent men 
should not suficr, the country would be more disposed to aid the revenue olficei's 
in doinn- their duty ? — I would wish to be aware of what is meant by innocentmon. 

We mean one that did not know any thing of the still being upon the 
land ; we do not mean a person that knows it, for he has a shade of guilt upon 
him if he do not discover it ; but we mean one who does not know of it at all, or 
one who is perfectly innocent ? — If there could be any method adopted to exclude 
that person from paying a share of the fine, it would be probably attended with no 
bad consequences. 

In regard to these fines upon town-lands, is not the function of the grand jury 
altogether taken away? — It is. 

The ‘n'and jury then, have no power to examine the gaugers upon oath, in 
the case where they prosecute individuals for misdemeanors.^’— The grand jury 
have no comroui whatever as to prosecution for town-land fines. 

Do you not conceive that in all umtlers that are prosecuted in the way of 
criminal iiifonnation, whether for still-lines or any otlier object, that the func- 
timi.s of the grand jury are necessarily superseded ? — 1 am no lawyer, but I believe 
that no informations ox-officio pass under the cognizance of tlie grand jury. 

In the country ihal. yon have described, namely, the counties ofTyione, Derry 
and Donegal, are not the great mass of the population linen weavers ?— In Tyrone 
and Derry” there are many weavers, but not near so many in Donegal. 

Docs not. their occupation confine them all day to the house and to the 
loom ? — It docs. 

Is it not then very likely that in large town-lands there may be many stilb where 
these unfortunate weavers can have no knowledge wlialever of them f— In large 
town-lauds there may besome individuals, and probably there arc some, that have 
no knowledge of them, but I think that a great majority of the population, eveiiin 
ihc hirge town-lands, iiavt; knowledge of them. 

But if a still was set up, as you describe, iti a morning upon a mountain, ami 
wrouehtolTbelbre night, it is possible tliat a great many of the inhabitants might 
not know of that?— Previous to the working oil the stills, a long process must be 
'rone throLudi ; the barley must be made into mah, then carried to the raiU to be 
m-oimd, and afterwards fermented two or three days to make it into pot-ale, before 
ft is wrought olf; ami it is therefore highly probable that many must know ot it 
ill the town-land. 

T»'ev even put their stills upon their neighbours town-land ; have you ever heard 
of I have iieard of some instances; but if the mliabitants of the town- 

lands on which stills may be so put, would seize these stills and prosecute tlie 
owners, instead of contcutiug themselves with dinvuig ilieir owners away, as they 
do at present, I am very certain that few attempts oi that kind would be made. ^ 

You stated that Mr. Young had exerted himself pavticuiarly in seizing illicit 
stills and that he had brought up twenty-seven at one tunc and forty-seven at 
upothe'lXl used geuciJ cxcftioi. to^nuL down .he system ; do not yon think 
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that Act extremely severe, wliich enacts, that if any iiulivkliial living n|>on tlu* 
same town-land sbo^ild have in his possession any part of a still, pol-alo, «ir any 
ingredient that constitutes a fine, even he, exerting liiinselfso much, should he 
subject to pay a portion of it f — lie is the landlord, and 1 think lues the means in 
his own power to reimburse hiinscll. 

Then do yon feel that all the tenantry are not only worth the rent, Inil all the fuivs 
in addition f~There are cerlHinly cluittcls enough upon his estate to pay all tlm 
fines imposed. 

And the rent due ? — I cannot tell what rent may he due. 



Should there not be sufficient security for his rent, and only sunic.iciK lor the 
fines, do not you conceive that he is badly rcwarrled for liis exerLion.s in favour of 
the revenue? — I never considered Idin as having exerted liiinsell lor the revenue 
at all ; it was always for himself. 

Then you conceive that a man who lias taken up seventy-four stills, and who 
has advanced 2,000 Z. for ihc purpose of keeping his tenants from being in a stute 
of beggary, did it all for his own interest? — I feci quite certain, tliat tlic seizing 
the stills was for his own interest, but he may have advanced the money from 
hutnaniry for his tenants. 

Do not you think that he will he a suflcrcr in the cud, in consupienee of this 
business, by his advance of money, and by his exertions in the .suppression ol^ 
illicit distillation.^ — I certainly think that il the syslcm he persevered in, most of 
the gentlemen in that county will Ijc sullerer.s in tlu'ir rents. 

Then do you think that the effect of the law is equitable?— I draw no coiiclusum 
against the law from that fact. 

You draw no conclusion from that fact; then arc wc to understand that a 
person doing Ins utmost to assist the revenue, advancing his money, ami losing 
by it, in your view, is not severely oppressed by the law ? — In speaking ol hi; 
rents, the view 1 take of the business is, that ihcy liave Ikmmi raised by the preva- 
lence of illicit distillation; and I ilo not conceive that there is any injustice in llieir 
being lowered by its suppression. 

Do you know that of your own knowledge? — I do not; but I think it follow.s, 
as a mutter of course, when the price of agricultural produce is rai.-.cd in one 
district above that of the general market, that cither the farmer imisi grow ricli, 
and therefore may pay liis own fines, or he can allurd to pay a higher rent to bin 
landlord. 

From your view of the clfecls of tliis Act, who do you think is it, tlie I'arnun- that, 
grows ricli, or the revenue olheer ?— 1 imagine that while smuggling prevails, and 
this Act continues iu force, the revenue officer wilt have the ailvantagc. 

Do you know a Mi\ O’Neil, a revenue officer in that county ?— I do 

Is he supposed to have benefited much by those laws, in fining town-landsr-- 
1 believe he has received a good deal of money for his exerlioiis in fining town- 
lands and prosecuting inflividuals. 

Are you of opinion that there are a number of revenue officers who would be 
very sorry if the whole system of private; dislillalion were [uit down ? — It is not 
impossible but that there may; it is possible that there may be physicians who 
would be sorry that disease was extirpated. The emolumuiis of liic excise 
officers entirely spring from, and arc in proportion to their exciuoiis against illicit 
distillation; but whether these ollicers svish or not, that their exertions may lu' 
ultimately successful, I cannot say. 1 know, however, that the siipiiression of 
illicit distilialioa in the districts under my care, would be attended with liotiour 
and profit to myself. 

Yon stated several acts of violence offered to gangers from being fired u|)on, 
and so forth ; have you ever heard of any such things liap])eniiig in this ccjimtry 
along the coast here, or do you think it is particuhivly confined to the Irisii peo- 
ple? — I imagine that it is carried to a much greater extent, and is more fre{|iieiit 
in the north of Ireland ; I could state instances almo.st inniniiembk; of ivvemii; 
officers being barbarously treated, and many of them being imiialcred liy iho 
people of tiiat country. 

Have you ever heard of any such little things happening in this couiUry, so 
much more civilized ? — I may have heard of such; but 1 have nut charged my 
memory with any particular instances. 

Arc you not of opinion, that if the cluiics were lowered, it would consirlernlily 
assist in putting down private distillation, by taking away ilie encouragement, 
that the ordinary price of spirits now bear i — 1 certainly think, as 1, have already 
said, that tlie less the temptation, the fewer persons would embark in the trade. 



490. 



You 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON ILLICIT DISTILLATION IN IRELAND. 123 

\ ou mentioned, in the commencement of youi examination, that yoti were very -Mneas CoS'ni, 
successful in driving away private distillers in Templcinore and Moville ?— 1 said Esq- 

that the levying of the ftnes had great effect in these places. ^ 

^'on also said that they were driven to the mountainous parts ?— -I believe many 
distilleries had existed in the mountainous parts before. 

_ Did you not say that they were driven to the mountainous parts f— I do not pre- 
cisely recollect the very words f used ; but my meaning was, that private distilla- 
tion was in a great measure driven from the low grounds, and that the illicit distil- 
lation, which still exists, is mostly in I, he momitainous country. 

Do not you conceive, that the increase of illicit distillation, which exists in the 
mountainous parts of Innishowen, consists of a considerable number of these 
distillers that were driven from those low grounds f — Pardon nie, I did not say 
that distillation had increased in the mountains. 

Do not yon believe that a large number ofthose stills found in the mountainous 
parts, went I'roin those low grounds, which you have described as having re- 
treated, and were banished to the mountainous parts ? — U is probable that several 
did ; but I recollect, that t mentioned that 240 of the distillers had surrendered 
their stills. 

I think you said, in your examination, that illicit distillation had greatly increased 
in consequence of withdrawing the array lately from the different stations, and 
ii-orn the barracks f — I did say that when the troops were away, it was represented 
to me by all the officers tliat there was a great increase of distillation. 

In the mountainous parts, do not you believe that whenever the army is with- 
drawn from these different stations, the people will generally return back to their 
did habits f — I very much fear so. 

Tiien are we to understand that it would be necessary always to keep a standing 
army to prevent illicit distillation in the country r — Until the habits of the people 
be changed, and their industry be reverted into other cluvnuels, I think it would. 

Pray, Sir, what time would you think that it would take so to reform the people’s 
habits ? — I cannot say; I cannot form an opinion. 

Do you think that in twenty years it could be done ? — So far as my opinion 
goc.s, i greatly fear, that illicit distillation will not be totally suppressed in that 
country, as long as there is a high duty upon spirits. 

Do you think that the necessity of maintaining a military force in Ireland, is in 
any wav increased by the system of fining town-lands?— I think that the levying 
fines upon town-lands requires a military force for the protection of those employed 
for that purpose. 



Do you think that the exertions of the revenue officers without a military force, 
would be sufficient to suppress illicit distillation? — 1 think they would have 
scarcely any effect whatever. 



Then supposing the system of fining town-lauds were abolished, and no other 
means for suppressing illicit distillation were left but the exertions of the revenue 
officers, do not you think that it would be necessary, in order to give his exertions a 
prospect of success, to increase the present military force in the north of Ireland ? 
—Viewing it in that light, I allow that it would be necessary to increase iheir 
number very much indeed ; and also the number of excise officers, in order to 
counterbalance in any manner the want of the fining system. 

Tlien do you think that in order to levy the fines, a military force is necessary ; 
do you think upon the whole iliat the system of fining town-lands renders it ne- 
cessary to maintain a larger force than otVierwise would he necessary ? — Certainly 
not; for it would require a nuich larger luilitary force to make any impression 
upon the illicit trade without the present system of fines, than it ))ow requires to 
keep that system in operation. 

A person of the name of O’Neil, a revenue officer, has been mentioned ; has 
he not the character of being an active and zealous officer ? — He has ; and I feel 
perfectly satisfied he deserves it. 



You are equally satisfied that no part of those profits which he has been stated 
to have acquired, liave been obtained but by his zealous exertions in the discharge 
of bis duty r — I am quite satisfied of it, and also that bis profits have been greatly 
exaggerated in the statement made here of their amount; he has been a marked 
object of the smugglers I'cseniinenl, and an attempt was made to assassinate him 
sometime ago in the barony of Junishowen ; he was shot through the arm in the 
midst of a military party with whom he was on duly, and remained a long time 
in excruciating torture, in consequence of the wound ; he was on another occasion 
nearly killed by a shower of stones thrown at hint, in the village of Cam, in the 

same 
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JEntasCoJfey, same barony ; 5 ie bad a miUlary party with him then also, bill bad wnuclrred a 
Bsq. lew yards away i'roin them. 

^ Besides ibis, are not officers who arc active in onforcin,”; this measure, made 

subject to large out-goings in the collection oi' the lines ? — They are. 

Are they not put to considerable expense in obtaining inlonnalion r — ^Iliey 
are. 

Are there not various other expenses incurred on this service? — \ es ; there are 
expellees for refreshments, and paying for tuod, lice, tor the miliiaiy; it is also 
material to observe, that there are gencially two or three officers togetluT on duty, 
although one of them only (he who is best acquainted with the country) is named 
in the informations and prosecutions; ibis olliecr receives all the umiiey,a[)par(!ntly 
for himseli; but it is subsequcnily divided with those \yliu were co-operatiiig with 
him, and whose names do not appear at all in the public ducunuail.s. 

In those parts of the comiiry where there arc combinations of the jicoplc, is 
not generally such a co-operation of officers essential? — it is; an<l it is also <?s- 
sential on account of the total want of the assistance whieli was formerly aflbrded 
by the troops cmjiloyed : one or two men an? not sulbcieiit to destroy ihc vessels 
used in j)iivnte distilleries, and the malt fumul upon iliose excursions. 

Vou Iiave been asked questions .about Mr. Young of Culdnlf; do yon know 
of any exertions maiie by that gentleman to put down illicit dislillalion, pnivious 
to the fines being (ii>l enVoreed ?~l have already stated tiiat lu’ seized and lirouglil, 
10 Derry iwenly-siwen stills, before any fines were actually levied. 

Was not tluuwhen the general notice was given that the suspended fines were 
to be enforced? — It was a year before Mr. Hewitt came; and Mr. Ymiiig’s r.v- 
ercions at that time were owing to the alarm e.xcited by the unexpected success of 
.the 'Uevcmie prosecutions .at Lent 1814, and by the eiicampmeni formed for the. 
purpose of levying the fines. 

But the payment of fines by him, or liis tenantry, was subsequeut to this? — 
It was siibsctiuent to Mr. Hewitt coining and expressing that the old fines wouM 
not be for the present levied, on condition that the stills should be Hurreiulered. 

Ami the sui’icndcr of so great a number of stills, do you not btdievc, wa.s in 
consetiiienec of that enforeemeiit ? — It was entirely so; anti in faei, the ini- 
pressitin on my mind was, uikI is, that as Mr. Young had been able to send up 
to Derry so many stills in 1814, wlicn lie was alarmed at the prospect of the llm.'a 
being levied, and as he again found himself td)le (o send up so great a nimilier 
when impelled to do so l>y tlie actual levying of fines in 1815, it is in his power 
to obtain tlic suircnder of liis tenants stills whenever he thinks it expedient. 

Have you never heard of his being rcp.aid a great part of tliat money ?— I liavi:; 
and 1 believe that he will be reptiid it all. 

Do you coneeive that any system, however severe, will put clown private dis- 
tillation, if die duties continue as tlicy are ? — I do not expect the total suppression 
of it. 

However severe any system may be that is adopted No, Sir, i do not expect 
the total suppression without a very great reduction ofthify; such as I pvip[msc 
will nut bo thought of. 

Do you not consider the lowering the duties would be an essential assistance ro 
the present sysietii of fining ? — i think it would greatly assist it; bat tohcquiir’ 
effectual, it would be necessary to lower the rlutics to such a rale as that tlie people 
would not find it worth while to continue illicit dislilititioii. 

What i.s your opinion of the prcsetic advantages that are granted to .small 
stills ? — 'I'lie presont advantage is, that of having less work imposed upon them, in 
proportion to what they are capable of doing, than large stills. 

H.ave you any idea of what the difference is between the one ami ii>c othcri — 
I should imagine that it is as two to one. 
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Lun(Z^ lo" die Junii i8i6. 

The Right Honoumble SirGEORGE FITZGERALD HILL, Bart, 
in the Chair. 



Mneas Coffey, Esquire, again called in ; and Examined. 

AS the Couimitlee conceive you have not fully answered the questions Eneas Coffey, 
respecting the lowering of duties, will you now state fully to the Committee your 2'so. 

opinion as to the effect the lowering the present duty would have in suppressing 
illicit distillation ? — My opinion is, that as the trade of making spirits is m a great 
measure, at present, in the hands of the illicit distiller, it would require such a 
reduction of duty to suppress illicit distillation as would disable the illicit distiller 
from selling his spirits at a profit. 

What reduction in the duties would you conceive, could have thatefiecti — 1 
think that a very difficult question ; but I very much fear it would require a re- 
duction of the duties to one half, perhaps to much less than half their present 
amount, to produce that effect. . 

Do not you think that a less reduction than that, if it had not the effect of sup- 
pressing it, would have the effect of lessening the evil.?— Ido; and I believe t 
have already said so. 

Do YOU think if the duty were reduced to about four shillings, that it would have 

that effect? 1 think il would lessen the evil of illicit distillation, but whether to 

such an extent as to counterbalance the revenue that might be lost in the licensed 
.stills, may be doubtful. 

Do you not think that, even at the present high duties, as long a.s illicit distil- 
lation lasts, that the revenue will be considerably lessened f — Illicit distillation will 
lessen the revenue certainly, as long as it prevails. 

Do you conceive that the revenue would be considerably lessened if the duty 
were lessened ? — I rather think it would not. 

You know then that there is a considerable quantity of spirits in warehouses, for 
which there is no consumption at present? — I know, that when J letc Ireland, about 
three weeks ago, there were upwards of twelve hundred thousand gallons of spirits 
in warehouse, independently of what was in the hands of the traders. 

Do you mean to say that that is so throughout Ireland, or only in one place ?— 

Throughout Ireland; the quantity in the King’s warehouses throughout Ireland. 

From which there is no revenue whatever, until it be taken out for consumption? 

Certainly not, except the malt revenue. 

Do you think that the fining system, which is still to be kept in force, will have 
the effect of putting down illicit distillation, unless accompanied by a reduction of 
the duty?~l clo not expect illicit distillation to be altogether put down by the 
fining system, or any other system, under the present rate of duly. 

Then you conceive that the lowering of the duty is a necessaiy concurrent 
with the fining system, in order to suppress illicit distillation ?— Certainly, tor the 
total suppression of it, I do. 

Do VQu conceive tliat the lowering of the duty will have much effect, if the 
working the large stilts should he increased?-! tliink one of those measures will 
tend to counteract the other, namely, that as the lowering of the duty will tend 
to lower the price of spirits, the increasing of the work would on the contiary 
tend to raise the price. 

What encouragement is given at present to small stills ?— That of being chaijge- 
able with less work, in proportion to what they are capable of working, than 

are capable of working more tban is put upon tliem !— They are. 

Are tliev allowetl to do that, as the law stands i— There is no prohibition of 
nialdng by law wliat tliey are capable of making ; but small stills are under a restric- 
tmn ou^hat point, folk which large stills are free. The smal distiUer, previous 

0 his making more spirits tliaii his still is bylaw chai-geable with must give 
notice of ills intention to do so, to the Excise department and must state m the 
notice the specific quantity of excess work he intends to do; if he make excess 
spirits witho^iit such notice, he forfeits five hundred pounds, and, double duty on 
the excess ; but when he gives the regular previous notice, he is merely chaigcd 
willi duty on the excess. 

Tlien if they arc charged with duty for what they make, over and >thnve what 
the law lequLs, have® they no privilege whatever !-lt is some 
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JEneas Coffey, particularly to tlie unskilful man, not to be forced to work liis still with the same 

Esq. rapidity ns others are, but I do not think tiiat advantaj^c is of such imporlance as 

s 1 would induce any person to t\'ork the small still in the simig^^liiit; districts. 

Can yon suggest any indnlgence which, in your opinion, would encourage 
them ? — 1 mentioned before, that I have devised no plan of that kind. 

Do you conceive that the quantity of spirits in warehouses in Irdnud is })urely 
owing to tile high duty, and not to the i»eculiav pressure of the liimsin iliai 
country.^ — 1 did not state it as owing to the high duty ; it is not an nticommon 

thing to have at this season of tlic year a large quantity of spirits in store ; it is 

my opinion, that the pressure of the times has lessened tlie cunsuinption of sjiirits 
in Ireland lately, and that the people do not indulge so much in drinking as 
foi’incrly. 

-Don’t you believe that the pressure of the times has atleetcd the piirehase of 
almost every article of consumption, as well as spirits? — I do; and particularly 
luxuries, of which I reckon spirits one. 

You Inive said, that the increase of work iinposi'il upon tin? di.slillcries would 
have an effect which must counteract any rt'iluction of iluty ; do you not lielieve 
that the distilleries at present ell’cct more work than they are charged wiih? — 1 
believe they do : I am in doubt of if, iVoiu the information 1 have obtained upon 
the .subject. 

-Don’t you ihink, chat Indore an increase of work was imposed, ilu: quantity of 
' exces.s spirits was even still greater limn at present? — ^That is very tlouhifiil ; fur 

1 have always found the distillers iiicreuse the ingenuity of their appuraius, accord- 
ing as additional work wus imposed upon them. 

If that were the case, what reason have you to suppose, that the same would 
tiot result from an increased addition of work at jiresent?-— It iniglu ; but it is 
attended with an increased expense of inamifacturc, which must of course cause 
an increase in the price of spirits ; there is a greater coiisumpiioti of coal, a greater 
waste of grain, and other expenses {iltendiiig iliose ojmrutions. 

If 30 per cent, were added to the ]ircsent work, what reduction of duty would 
that counteract, in your opinion ? — It is very dilhcuit to give :in opinion upon that 
subject; were I to form one, I sboultl suppose it would counteract tin* r(‘ductiun 
of a shilling 

What is the present charge upon stills under om^ Inmdred gallons ? — Ninety 
charges upon stills whoso contents are between sixty-five ;md one liundred gallons, 
and one huudretl and twenty ch.nrgcs upon stills between I'orty-four gallon.s ami 
sixty-five gallons content. 

What could one of tliose stills under one hundred gallons be lialde to, if llic 
proportion of work which is now imposed upon large stills were observed in 
respect to this, I mean between sixty-five and one hundred gallons ? — In 1810, the 
charge upon stills between sixty-five and one hundred, was t\vo hundred doublitigs; 
and since that period two increases took place in the charges upon large stills. If 
we presume the proporlioii to have been fair in 1810, between the charges upon 
small stills, and those upon the large stills, there should be about two bimdrcd and 
eighty-five charges, now upon small stills, to [)ut them in a fair competition with 
the large stills. 

But if the work, at present imposed upon large stills, w'ci'(; risen 30 per cent, 
what would then be in addition lo what yon stilted tiic propuriioiial clnirgc upon 
stills between 65 and 100 gjilloiis ? — Tlici e should of course, tiiking it for granted 
that die original proportion in 1810 was a proper one, be a further increase in 
the proportion of 30 per cent, upon small stills. 

Then do yon conceive, generally speaking, the charges upon such stills would 
be 280 doublings? — Yes, 1 do. 

Would it not be more? How many doublings would 30 per cent, be?— It 
woidd be 85. 

Then what would be the total number of doublings be r — i believe 370. 

What is such a still now subject to; wiiat number of doublings? — Ninety. 

Then supposing that 30 per cent, were added to tlie work ol‘ idl stills, aud that 
llie proportion had been continued to be held lietwocn the large still and the small 
that existed in 1810, we ask you, what reduction of duty you calculate the large 
still as capable of working at, upon the principle you adverted to a little lime 
ago, when you stated that 30 per cent, would couniervalc a reduclion of about 
one shilling a gallon ?— 1 stated the one shilling a gallon as a vague opinion ; and 
indeed 1 find it difficult to understand the qucstioti^aliogethcj'. 

[TAi's was transcribed fov the Witness to consider it, and to sive u more 

specific answer. Witness ordered to xcithdranKl 

AfterhaYinggiven myutmost attention to this question, I am forced to confess 
that J do notimly understand it: a still of 1,000 gallons coiitoiit, was liable to 

82 charges 
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82 chai'ges in 1810, and if 30 per cent, be added to its present work, it will be 
liable to 152 eliarges. The small still was, in i8to, liable to 200, ami, with pro- 
portionate increases to those since imposed on large stills, would be now liable to 
285 chixrges ; if to this be added the suggested 30 per cent, the work of the small 
still will be 370 charges. This would bean increase, since 1810, of 85 per cent. 
and su[iposing, as I stated, that 30 per cent, increase work might counteract a 
decrease of one shilling duty, it may, with some plausibility be concluded, that 
an increase of 85 percent, on the work would counteract a decrease of 2 s. 10 d. per 
.gallon duty. No conclusion of practical utility can, however, be drawn from a 
speculation of this nature. The eti'ect of an increase of work on the price of 
spirits is that of raising the price certainly, but to what extent does not admit of 
calculation. Although I stated one shilling per gallon increase in the price of 
spirits, as the probable efiect of adding 30 per cent, to the present work of 
stills, it is possible that measure (by depriving the distiller, for a tiine, of the 
power of making any smuggled spirits) would cause a greater increase of price 
than L mention : but it is also possible the distillers would gradually improve their 
apparatus, and exert their ingenuity so as again to produce a considerable quuniity 
of smuggled spirits, which would, of course, again tend to lower the average price. 
I am altogether unable to perceive any peculiar connexion between the present 
work on small stills, and the question I am endeavouring to answer; which 
is one reason why I fear I do not understand it- It i,s to be observed, 
first, that the large distillers have been gradually impelled to make those 
improvements in Uieir apparatus which enable them to perform their pre- 
sent work, by occasional increases of work imposed on them. I 3 ut the small 
distillers have not been acted upon by such a stimulus; and I much doubt that 
there is a still under one hundred gallons in Ireland, furnished with apparatus to 
enable it to make (much less a still that actually makes) half the work which the 
question seems to consider these stills capable of. Secondly, the small stills can- 
not make excess work without notice, under an enomious penally ; and although 
the law in that respect may be, and no doubt is violated to a considerable extent, 
yet it would be utterly impossible for a small still to make any tliiiig like the im- 
mense proportion of smuggled spirits wltieb the question implies, without detec- 
tion, even if its apparatus be supposed capable of effecting it. Thirdly, the quantity 
of spirits made in stills under one hundred gallons throughout Ireland is too small, 
in proportion to that made in large ones, to have any sensible inlluence on the price 
of spirits ; and the general market qf Ireland being equally open to the small as to 
the large distiller, the former entirely regulates his price by that of the latter. Tlie 
indulgence shown to small stills in the rate of their charge.?, iifls therefore little or 
no effect on the price ol‘ spirits ; and if these charges were now increased in the 
same proportion as those of large stills have been since i8io, the consequence 
would be the suppression of sipall distilleries, but no perceptible alteration in the 
price of spirits. This is the bffit answer I am able to giv.c the question ; for any 
want of perspicuity, I beg tp apologize, by aguiii pmntioiiijjg the difficuliy I I'eel 
as to its import. 



JEnea& Cojjh], 
Esq. 



Charles Stc^'Cirt liumthorm’; Esquire, I'irsl Counnissipper of the Board 
,pf Excise, called; and Examined. 

BE good enough to state, as fully us you can, to the Committee, what, in your C. 5 . Hawthorne, 



opinion, would be the effect that a reduction of the duly upon legal spirits would 
have in suppressing illicit distillationf — If a sufficient coercion be kept up upon 
illicit distillatioft, 1 should think a reduction of duty to such a rate as m'gkt 
induce the consumption of legal spirits instead of illicit spirit, would greatly tend 
to its suppression ; my opinion is shortly this, tluit in order to repress illicit dis- 
tillation so as that the revenue would be in a stale of safety, for total suppression 
is not to be expected; the system ought to consist of a very vigorous coercion 
upon the one hand, and on the odier, of measures calculated to induce the people 
voluntarily to abandon their illicit practices. The coercion to which I refer is, 
that of maintaining the laws imposing fines upon town-lands, or place.? where the 
y.ffence is committed, in their full vigour; the inducements would consist in reducing 
the duties on home-made spirits to a lower rate than they are at present, and in 
liberally encouraging theestablisbment of small stills, viz. of the contents of between 
05 and 44 or 40 gallons, with a view of affording a ready market for the corn of 
the country : with respect to the duties, 1 should be inclined tp propose a reduction 
thereof, with reference to the kingdom generally, and a further reduction by way 
of drawback to the consumer in the principal illicit still districts. Itinay be appre- 
hended that this latter regulation may give rise to frauds against the revenue, out I 
think that measures may be devised to guard against such .frauds ; principally by 
warehousing all the spirits brought for consumption into the illicit districts from 
other districts, and also all spirits produced by stills erected within those districts; 
such spirits to be sent into consumption from the warehouse only, and by not 
allowing any spirits to be permitted out of those districts, except from the ware- 
houses ill which they ivere originally deposited. My object in proposing a 

reduction 



Esq. 
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C. S. Hawthorne, reduction of duty, witli reference to the kingdom generally, is to prevonl, if 
possible, illicit distillation spreading' into and becoming habitual in lliose districts 

's J where it has only recently appeared and is not rooted ; and my view in proposing 

a low duty in the principal illicit still districts is to induce tlic people, l)y a reduc- 
tion of price, to substitute the use of legal spirits for that of illegal Kjdrits. 

What are the particular rales of rciluciion to which you .'ilhnle i — That is a very 
difficult question; with respect to the illicit still districts, I sln>uld think tliat the 
present duty should be reduced in the manner 1 bavc inenlioncd, loaboiit two sliil- 
liugs per gallon, which rate I adopt, from being informed tlial llie illicit disLillcr 
can, upon an average, produce his spirits for about four sliillings jier gallon, including 
his losses; and I understand that the illicit spirits can In; sold at the average rate 
of six shillings per gallon, tlicrcby aflording a jirofit of two shillings a gallon, 
wliich I conceive moderate ; the illegal distiller, I understand, inehulmg duly, is 
put to a charge, in producing a gallon of spirits, ot‘ about ton shillings, nr 
ten shillings and two-pcncc, Irish money; if wc deduct from that, lour 
shillings, or four shillings and four-pence, drawback of duly, it will leave 
his spirits at about six sbillings ; and I think, considering the advantages wliich the 
legal distiller has in his machinery uiul skill, that, at that prici', he may enter the 
market in competition with the smuggler. With respect to the kingdom at large, 
if the reduc'tion that 1 propose for the illicit still districts lie adopted^, it inigiit not 
be requisite to have the general rate of the duties so low as it would be otherwise, 
but I think it ought not to i>e iiigher than I'otir shillings p(*r gallon ; I have sug- 
gcsleil five shillings per gallon, with the low duty of a shilling per gallon upon 
tmy excess quantity produced above that at present required bylaw; ami if wc 
suppose, that the distiller can produce twenty-five per cent, above what he is at 
present charged with, and that such excess be produced and brought to charge, 
tile duty of five shillings would be reduced to about four shillings. 

Whatdo you think is a reasonable ])cr-ceutage profit in any trade u])on the 
capital employed in itr — 1 do not feel myself equal to answer that question. 

W hat do you think would be a reasonable per-centage profit in the capital em- 
ployed b\' a distiller ?—l am not competent to give you a jirccise answer to that 
question ; but I have heard a distiller state that upon such a rediieiion of duly as 
1 have recommended, with rcs[)ect to the illicit still districts, the legal ilisliilers 
woidd be able to bring their spirits into the market at setven shillings. 

What efl’eet do you think that iho reduction that you meniioii, would have 
upon the revenue of the kingdom .^~lf the reduction I mention slitdl liave the 
crt'cct [ expect lioin ii, namely, tliat of suppressing illicit distillation, or rather 
confining it within narrow limits, for, as I have already said, total suppression is 
not to be ex'pected, it would be highly beneficial to the revenue, in point of pro- 
duce ; but I consider the evil of illicit distillation to be so very great, that 1 tliink 
its siqipression would be desirable even at the sacrifice of some revenue, which, 
supposing it to take place, would I believe be but temporary. 

Then you do not tliink that the operation of the fining system alone, unless 
accompanied with a reduction of duty^ will suppress iliici't distillation ? — 1 do not 
think that the operation of the fining system alone, ivitliout measures such as 1 have 
suggested, or others formed upon the same principle, will suppress illicit distillation. 

'i hen you consider the reduction of duty one of those measures? — lain not 
aware of any other that will be so efficient in aid of tlic fining system, as a reduction 
of duty. 

Do yon conceive that the lowering of duty would have any efFect, if the work- 
ing of large stills were increased? — 1 apprehend that would depend ujioii the 
quantity of increased work ; if the work be increased to a very gre.U excess, I 
have always understood that increase an additional charge upon the distiller, but 
to what extent I am not competent to state. 

Whal_ efFect do you think the increase of work would have upon the quality of 
the spirit? — Increase of work supposes increased rapidity of distillation, and 
not being a chemist, I cannot satisfactorily answer that qiiestionf, hut I have heard 
that rapidity of work does not create that injury to the quality of the spirit that 
is generally supposed; at the same time I understand there is a dillcrence of opi- 
nion among persons competent to form a judgment upon that subject. 

Do you not conceive that if the work of stills should be increased, the allowance 
for working with turf should be increased in a greater ratio than it is at present ? 
—That will clependupon whether the present ratio be a fair one; if it be so, then 
tile increased work would demand an increase of allowance, but I cannot say 
whether the present allowance for turf be formed upon a just ratio or not. 

Do you not think there is a material increase of expense in the inland counties 
m getting coal, when compared with the sea ports ?— Yes ; I conceive there must- 
be, m proportion to the distance they are from the sea, or the place of importalion. 

Can you conceive any mode that may put the distiller in the inland couniry 

upon 
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v.poii an equal footing as to that of the distiller in the sca-ports ?— I cannot at pre- C. S. HazotJiorvc, 

sent suggest any mode. „ , , . i r < 

Do'ymi recollect what the total produce of the duty upon spirits has been tor t 
the last vem' ? — I cannot refer to docuraciits for it, I think it is 1,400,000/. as fai- 
ns I recollect; [here the tVilness examined some doeumenh^ 1 fmd the duty upon 
spirits for the year 1815, including the duty upon the stock on hand, wa.s 

*^Doe^ that include the malt duty upon the malt used in distilleries? No, it 
does not include the malt duty. ^ ^ ^ ^ 1 • 

We be" to ask you what may be the produce of the duty upon malt used in 
distilleries'in the same period? — That J. cannot do from any information that 
i have received, nor do I ihink that any body else can. 

Cun you state the number of barrels of malt which have paid duty, and which 
were used in distilleries in the last year ? — lean, from a return which I have 111 
my hand, state the quantity of uuilt presumed to be consumed m distilleries in 
1815; in producing 4,571,145 gallons of spirits, stated to have been chstillocl 
within that year, the amount ofnialt is 184,746 barrels. 

Of course, then, you can state tire duty upon that quantity of malt ? The late 
of duty was ditferent iliroiighout the year 1815, so tliat I cannot make any such 
statement from the returns in my possession. 

We wish to ask you, ifyou can form any calculation of what the revenue upon, 
spirits might be, in the event of the reduction of the duty which you have pro- 
posed to 5s. accompanied wiil\ the 1 d. per gallon upon the excess ot work. 

I have not gone into a strict compulation ot that kind, but if the distilleries were 
to produce lix millions of gallons of spirits,,! apprehend that there would not_ be 
much, if any, diminution from the amount of duty received last year^ *nd i think 
tlmt, looking back to the years 1810 and 1811, during which years the low duties 
were in operation for seven quarters, and also to the year 1814, when the halt 
• duty was in operation, there might be expected a produce of spirits equal to six 
millions of gallons, at least. 1 find in a return which is bemre the House ot 
Commons, that the quantity of spirits produced from the legal distilleries .between 
the time ’they began to work from corn, which I believe was some time lu tlia 
month of.October 1813, and the 30th of September 1814, amounted to 7,121,673 
gallons: from which are to be deducted 792,818 gallons ot _ spirits, which weie 
exported within that period, leaving 6,328,855 gallons of spirits produced witliia 
twelve months, liable to duty, which at 4 ^d. per gallon, would give 1,371,243 1 . 

Have you any doubt, putting out. of the question the illicit distilleries, that the 
effect of !oweriiig‘lhe duty throughout the kingdoin at large would be exceedingly 
iuiurious'to the morals -of the people, and the quiet of the country ?-brom aiiy 
thing that I know or have heard of, I don’t think that the lowering ot the duly 
to -4S. British per .gallon, which would he the resu t of my measure, would have 
the effect now mentioned. I am not aware that wheri the duty was 4s. a ga Ion, 
there was a greater excess of drunkenness than there has been since it has been 
• 6 s agallonTnor ami aware, that when the half-duty was m operation, which 
bad the efiect ofreducirig ihe duty from 5^. Qd. to a rate below tha , in.propor- 
tioii to tbe quantity of excess spirits, produced, dnmkcnness prevailed moic than 

Do yon recollect that it was .generally ailmitt,ed by the pnhhc distillers, m their 
cvidence'before the Cominissioners'of Inquiry in Ireland, at the time when the 
amount of spirits brought to charge .against them, was six millions ol gallons, or 
Lrlyso; they admitted they made double the quantity with which they were 
Sged gene/allyf-I was mt a member of that Boarc at that t, me ; nor can 
1 stale particularly that snob was admitted by them m t her evidence ; but 1 am 
iware of this, tha? the Commissioners of Inquiry at that f “ 'f J 

cousmiiption of spirits in Ireland at 1 1,400,000 gal ons, and tha one.thiul ol that 

c iamilfwas supposed to he mado, by the private nnhoensed distillers ; tlie quantity 

of privL spirit? made by legal distillers Wits certainly very great t bat 1 cannot 

£";'oV&m“l?;’™mpariso„ of the portions of Ireland in which illicit spi.^ 
lire consumed, as comparetl with those m which the legal spint is consumed 
The districts, which I should call illicit districts, are the 

North-west Circuit, and that ol Connaught; via. Longtou, Cavm b ’ 

Tvroiie Doncnal and Derry belonging to the former ; and to the atter, Kos 
common, Lcimm, Sligo, ilayo and Oalway, to whicli is to he added the county 

dITvou tliinit illicit distillation has made mucli progress in the county of 
Galwav?'— Before 1 left Ireland, there were many representations made to me ot 
the Sease onlfch distillation in the county orGalway; „ I “ 
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C S TTnrlhome iu to theCommittce, ofspirits permitted into ccrtaiiulislricLs, that in tlu- years 

' Esa. ^ thestliof.Ianuary 1813 and 1814, the average amount of spirils pemiiucd iiiio ilic 
^ districts of Galway, was 28,578 gallons per aiuuini, and that ilie qiimiiity ol spirits 

permitted into the same districts tor the years ending the 51I1 orJamiary 1815 and 
a8i6, amounted, upon an average, to 48,581 gallons per annum ; upon the smm* 
subject, if I may be allowed, to give further infurniation, it appears that the ([uaniiiy 
of spirits permitted into the district of Athlone, upon an average of the years 1813 
and 1814, amonmed to 84,201 gallons per annum ; and tliut the cjmmiity permitted 
into the same district, in the years ending the 5U1 .laiiuary 1815 and iSU), was, 
on an average, 162,670 gallons per annum, being nearly double the amount of 
the preceding year’s average. In Loughrea district, the quantity of spirits reccive<l 
by permit, in the two years ending the 5th January 1813 and 1814, was, ii[)on nu 
average, 35,983 gallons per annum ; and the quantity received, in like maimer, in 
the years ending the 51I1 of January 1815 and 1816, was, ti()on an average, 61,538 
gallons. In Sligo district, the quantity of spirits received by permit in the years 
ending the 5th of January 1S13 and 1814, was, upon an average, 28,359 gallons 
per amnmi ; and in the years ending the 5th ot January 1815 and 1816, the 
average amounted to 66,275 gallons, being more than double wliat it was in tho 
preceding years; besides wliich, there is a licensed distillery in Sligo; ilir 
contents of the still in that district is about 99 gallons, wliich is subject by 
law to a charge of 00 doublings per month, but tlie distiller of liimseH gave 
notice, from time to time, to increase the number of tiiose doublings, aiul to 
account for the increase of spirits ; and, by his last notice, he proposed to work 
150 doublings, being an increase of 60 doublings per mouth beyond the amount 
required by law. 

Do you consider, from the increase which you have stated of the licensed 
spirits that have been permitted into these districts, that the manufacture of un- 
licensed spirits has decreased ? — Such is my conclusion, wliich I form from what 
I have just slated, and also from the dimimition of the number of fines imposed 
upon these districts at the last assizes, compared with their previous amount, 
considering, as I do, that the oflicers have been as much upon the alert during 
the latter period as before. 

Do you consider that these districts • may be taken as an average of the whole 
kingdom; I mean with respect to the illicit distillation, that it is upon the decrease 
throughout the whole kingdom? — i think that illicit distillation, forming my 
opinion upon the grounds I have just mentioiiecl, has decreased more in Con- 
naught, than in any other part of the country; speaking generally, I think wo 
have done somewhat more than merely keep it in cheek, referring to the whole 
of the period the system since its revival in 1813 has been in operation ; and 
this has been ettected under great difficulties, arising from the cheapness of corn, 
which necessarily led to an increase of illicit dislillation, 

Have not unlicensed stills been sec up in different parts of the country, witliiii 
the last year, or in parts of the country in which they were little known heiore? 
— Certainly I have heard of illicit distillation making its appearance in purls of 
the countiy in which it was not much, if at all known before. 

Is it, in your opinion, an extending evil ?— I consider that illicit clisiillulion, 
generally speaking, lias been more than checked ; but it lias extended itself 
into counties where it had not before existed, to my knowledge. 

Do you consider, dint during the period in which these stills Iiavc extended 
themselves into parts where they were not known before, that the Act inflicting 
townland fines, has been iu full operation? — In many of tliose distric»s into 
which illicit distillation has latterly extended itself, we had not the means of 
enforcing the townland fine system, to the extent that we had in other districts, 
from the want of military assistance. 1 have no doubt, that if we had had military 
assistance, it would have hud the same effect there as elsewhere. 

What, in your opinion, will be the effect of any mitigation which will tend to 
weaken the operation of the townland fine system ?— Highly disadvantageous to 
the revenue. 

Thp if any such mitigation do take place, is it not necessary that some olher 
effective means should be put into execution, for the purpose of preveutina 
illicit distillation ? — Certainly. ° 

In your opinion, would a reduction in the duty upon spirits be calculated to 
have that effect?— I have already said so. 

Do you consider that the effect to be produced by a reduction in the duty upon 
sptrlt^^,• is of so much consequence that it must iiecessarilv and essentially form 
part of any system for the suppression of illicit distillation ?— It certainly would 
form part of any system to he framed by me. 

If you could farm the duty upon spirits for any certain number of years, would 
you increase or decrease the present duty ? — Certainly reduce it. 

1 stated that in 1815 the produce of the duty was, 1,423,317 1. do you 

thmk^that at the present high rate of duty, there will be that amount of duty 
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i-iiiscil in 181(1 ? — T'hat is n speculation : there has heen an increase of the revenue 
upon spirits in the first quarter of this year, comparotl with tlie corresponding 

qiiartcr of the lust year, and forming an opinion upon that, I should be led to '' 

suppose that the revenue of this year would be equal to wlmt it was last year, 
presuming yon mean the duties to remain the same. 

In your opinion, is the present immense stock of s]iirits in the hands of the large 
distillers to be attributed to the quantity of unlicensed spirits wliich liuve found 
their way into consiim|)tion ? — The present stock of spirits in the warehouses must, 

1 conceive, ho partly attributed to ilie stale of the times and the depression of the 
market, but no doubt if the quantity ol' illicit spirits for sale were less, there would 
be a greater consumplion of legal spirits. 

In your opinion, is the consumption of spirits at this time in Ireland as great as 
it usually has been in former years ? — I apprehend not. 

What is the nature of the encouragement at present granted to small stills? 

— It arises from charging them with a fewer number of doublings than it is 
supposed the still is capable of working; the ohjcct I presume was to induce 
parsons who were unskilful in the science of distilling, to establish such stills, 
supposing that in tlieir hands they could not produce move than what was charged 
upon them; but in skilful hands there is no doubt that they are capable of pra- 
tlucing a much greater quantity of spirits than they are charged witli, of which 
1 have given an instance in what I have said as to the still at Sligo, which being- 
charged with only ninety doublings in twenty-eight days, it has worked one 
hundred and fifty. 

Don’t you believe that in point of fact, a much greater quantity of spirit is 
produced from the small stills, than that which the different parties pay duty for ? 

— I have uo doubt of it. 



What, in your opiuiou, becomes of that extra quantity of spirit for which the 
duty is not paid? — It is smuggled. 

Then it results, that the encouragement so given to the small stills is at the 
•expense of the revenue, and to the disadvantage of the large distiller? — 1 conceive 
that the object of the Legislature in allowing such advantages to the small 
stills was, to substitute spirits coming from the legal still for spirits produced by 
the private unlicensed stills, and hence contribute to the suppression of private 
distillation. , v r 

Does it not then result that every attempt made to prevent the smuggling ot 
spirits privately distilled, by giving this encouragement to the small stihs, is m 
point of fact suppressing smuggling by sinugglirm ?— No ; because we do get a 
certain jiortion of revenue from the small stills wliich we should not have had 
were it not for their erection ; aiul the still in Sligo is an evidence of our getting 
more than the law prescribed. 

Does not the exception instanced by you, as to therstill at Sligo, prove the 
cencrnl fact, that a gteater quantity of spirits can be manufactured, and is imuui- 
factured, by a small still, than what they pay duly for?— It did not require the 
instance of the still at Sligo to convince me, that a greater quantiiy of spirit could 
be manufactured from a still of that content than what they were charged wuli. 



Is not the quantity of sjiirit which is produced by the small distiller, more than 
lie is charged duty for, smuggled into consumption ?— Whatever quantity ot 
spirits is produced beyond what is charged with duty, is certainly, 1 conceive, 
smuf^gled into consumption; but the officer is empowered to bring to charge all 
.(pianULies of spirits exceeding tlie quantity which is charged upon the distiller by 
the number of doublings. , , > .t. 

But in point of fact, do you believe that the officer does so charge the quan- 
titv of spirits produced, over and above the quantity required by law?--lt is the 
duty of the officer to bring to charge all spirits that appear over and above the 
nuaiilitv required by law; hull dobelieve,-thut in point ot fact, all the distillers m 
Ireland, both large and small, produce and bring into consumption move spirits 
limn wlmt they are legally charged willi. 

Do not you believe that the quantity so produced by small stills, is m a much 
greater proportion than wlmt is produced by large stills?— That will depend en- 
tirely upon the skill of the distiller ; if a distiller be capable of maluiig the mo.st ot 
liis still, there can be no question about it. 

Tlien does it not result, that every such extra encouragement given to the 
small stUls, is giving them an opportunity of making 

smuggling them into consumption ?— It affords that opportunity if they have 
skill sufficient to work their stills to the best advantage; this I, know, that i, ® 
distiller in Sligo was not at first able to produce the quantity of spirits, which he 

admitted to me afterwards might be made by his still. 

Has not the encouragement so given to the small distiller, the elkct of 
them into ihe hands of the revenue oflicor, and giving_ them a temptation ot 
toait'seing together to clefraud Uie revenue?— I thmk such is the clteu. 
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If any disadvauta^e were to be appreiiended to the morals ot the penide, by an 
iHcrcascvl consumption which might be exi)eclecl from sj)irils if the {imy were 
reduced, do yon think tliat that migltt be in any degree eounteriicled by re- 
strietine the strengths at which spirits should generally Ijc- hronglu into eon- 
sumption?—! think that if spirits oould be brought into consiimpnon at a lower 
degree of strength than tlmtat which they come from the still, it ecj'lamly would 
have a matenal operation in preventing an excess of ilrunkcnness, and I think it a 
matter well worthy ol serious consideration. 

Yon have staled that persons of ecjiiul skill diOered materially in opinion, as 
to whether the rapidity of working-ott' spirits injures tlie quality or not; under 
such circumstances would you venture to recoinincnd that system ?~l aui not 
myself disposed to think, that rapidity of work injures the quality of tin- spirits, 
and thercibre 1 have no objection to recommend an increase of work whidi 
contributes to such rapidity, every thing else being ctpial. 

Then if-such increased working were established, would it not materially alleet • 
your plan or recommendation of lowering tlie duties?— No; because it iniglit bo 
aceornpanied by a rediiclion of the rate of duty, luitwiihslamling the incrouse of 
work, for instance, 1 might increase the work 30 percent, tiud reduce the duty 
one half. 

Unaccompanied with that, would it have llxat cirecl?— I do conceive iliat 
an increase of work would have the ellect of increasing the charge. 

Have yon any idea of what dilfercnce 30 per cent, would make per gallon t 

i have not sufficient grotinds upon which to form an opinion ; the best person 

to apply to for such information would be a distiller. 

Could it make any difference, further th'afi as it compelled the distiller to pay 
the amount of duty upon all the spirits he made ?— If thd distiller w'cre not equal 
to the quantity of work so impend upon him, ho would be surcharged for the 
deficiency ; the rapidity of work would also increase his expenses. 

Would it not be gaining d-uty upon so much spirits which arc now supposed 
to be made and sent into consumption, without paying any duty at all? — It 
would certainly gain a duty upon so much spirit as had bt'Cii actually jinidiiced, 
e.xceeding ihe'prcsent work ; but I apprehend that it would occasion an increuso of 
price to the public, because [ have heard, and I have no reason to (lont)i it, that 
distillers have been selling ttieir spirits during the last and the present year at a 
rate little more, if equal to the cost, including the duty of produciiig them, and 
that their profit, whatever it may have been, has arisen from what is called tlieir 
surplus s[)irits. 

In your opinion, is the quantity of spirits, upon which duty is now paid, equal 
to about four millions of gallons? — I think it is about four millions and an half. 

If an increase of doublings were generally to be made upon all stills of 30 per 
cent, would not the increase of that be i,coo,ooo gallons?— I presume the 
calculation is figured rightly; it would be three-tenths exactly; yes, it would 
be 1,200,000 gallons. 

If the duty were reduced to five shillings, would not the amount of the extra 
duty so paid upon these spirits be 300,000/. added to the revenue f — Yes, it would 
produce that sum. 

Would not that be equal to an increase of u. 6f/. per gallon upon 4,000,000, 
upon which the duty is now paid?— Yes, it would. 

Does not that calculation proceed upon the supposition, that that quantity is 
now made and .sent out into consumption without paying any duly to tlie Crown ?— 
The calculation, I conceive, proceeds upon the sup[)osed capability of the still to 
produce that quahtily of work ; but it does 'uol follow that such excess of .spirits 
has 'been actually -nrade and sent into consumption wiLhont paying duly. 

Is not the still as capable now of producing it, as it will be in' case die increased 
doublings be put upon it? — It may be'otherwisc, because some distillers mav be 
able to produce that excess of work, and others not be able now to do so, but who 
may, by practice and an increase of skill, be capable of doing so in future. 

Can they not apply the same skill and capacity now, as they will be able to do 
afterwards, if they thirik proper;? — That, 1 apprehend, does not follow ; for if the 
quantity of work that is now charged upon stills in Ireland, had been imposed in 
the first instance, they could not possibly have performed it ; and thercibre 1 atn 
of opinion that there may be many distillers who are not at presen t capable of 
doing the proposed increased. quantity of work, but wlio, if pressed by the appre- 
hension of such charges, may eome to effect it. 

Have they not .admitted, that they are capable of bearing that 30 [lor cent, 
.addition? — Some of the distillers with whom I coimmmicated upon the subject 
of increase of, work, intimated to me, that perhaps it might be done, but tiiat there 
were distillers who could not effect that quantity of work, that they however 
preferred to have an excess of -work, rather than 'run the chance of smuggled 
•spirits being brought into the market by licensed disliUers. 
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Mart 18, ir (He Junii, 181G. 

Tlie Right Honourable Sir GEORGE FITZGERALD HILL, Bart, 
ill the Chair. 



Charles Slcmrt TTardhornv., Esquire, again called in; and Examined. 



HPON what terms did the distillers consent to that increase of work that you C. S. Hawfhnrm', 

s[)oke of f 'ihc terms upon which the distillers consented to an increase of 30 per Esq. 

cent, upon their present work, was a reduction of duty, which 1 had resolved to v ^ 

rccommeiul to the amount of 3s. per gallon. 

Tlicn that is a greater reduction of duty than is proportioned to the increase 
of work proposed ?■ — There was no question between tlie distiller and me as to 
the pro[)ortion of duty to the work; the object which 1 had, and which. I 
conceive they had, at that lime, was to have such a reduction as would enable 
them to enter the market more on a par with the private smuggler. 

In point of fact, would it not be a greater proportion? — In point of fact. 

I conceive that it would be u greater reduction of duty than would be proportioned 
to that increase of work. 



Are we then to understand from you, that you would recommend to impose 
upon distillers that increase of work ?— With the intention of recommending to 
the Chancellnr of die Exchcquci- a reduction of the duty to 3s. per gallon, 

I did prepare a hill for imposing that increased (pumtity of work ; when I came over 
here, and mentioned to him the reduction wliich I was disposed to recommend, 
I found his feelings to be against its amount; and I tlien turned my mind towards 
the framing of a system which would not decrease the duly generally so low as 
I had at (irsL proposed, but whicli would afford to the illicit still districts legal 
whiskey at a rate of duty lower than the general duty. 

Yon allude to the plan you recommended yesterday ? — Yes. 

Can you specify the rate which you recommended yesterday?— I specified the 
rate yesterday, whicli was 5s. per gallon on the present work, and a stiilling pci 
gallon upon tlie excess, and 2 s. per gallon upon spirits permitted into consimipLicm 
in ilic illicit districts. 

Are the distillers generally of opinion, that they could bear that extra work ? 

'X'lie distillers were all ready, so far as I could find, to adopt that increase 

of work ; nhliougb 1 never beard, that 1 recollect, from any one of them, that so 
jmieli had ever been done. 



Do you mean the proprietors of small stills as well as the proprietors of large 
stills, were willing? — 1 luid no communication witli the distillers who worked 
stills under 100 gallons, -nor was it my intention to propose any such increase 
of charge upon those stills; on the contrary, my intcniion was to propose a 
dimimiiion of charge upon stills from 65 to 44 gallons contents. 

What degree of diniiniUion had you intended to propose?— One half of the 
[jfcscnt charge ; that is, a reduction from 1 20 doublings to 60 doublings. 



Did yon ever consider a plan of collecting duty by u licensing systpui, upon 
.ill stills, with a view of its being practicable in Ireland.^ — 1 have often thought 



Did ;; 

small St...,, , , r V 

of such a plan, but never arranged it m my mind ; the reason W’as, that 1 conceive 
it would be dilhcult to frame' the counlervailing duties under the Act of Union, 
upon the licensing system, which would allow of, I presume, an indefinite 
quantity of work. 

Are you aware of tliat system having been tncil in Scotland some years ago, 
when illicit distillation prevailed very generally, and that it was successful, in the 
first instance, in contribuling to suppress it ?— 1 am aware thatsuch was thesystem 
in Scotland ; bull am not aware of its having produced those effects ; if, however, it 
be really calculated to produce that effect, perhaps we might get over the difficulty 
of the countervailing duties 

By using the word “effect,” you mean success?— Yes, in suppressing illicit 
distillation. . 

Do you not think that persons would be more ready to establish small stills in 
illicit districts, if tlie duty were to be levied by a license upon the capacity of the 
still, than they would be us they are at present, subject to the various regulations 
of the Irish law — 1 think the system imposing the fewe.st restrictions would af 
all limes be preferred ; for instance, if survey alone were made use of lor the 
purpose of collecting the duties upon spirits made by small stills, such stills would 
he more readily established than they will be when the collection is by monthly 
charges, even although the scale of such charges be very low. 

490. i 
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C. 5. IffiKlhornc, Ilavcyoti consiilorccl wliat would bo die best inode lor the s^nicrnl .'m-omiige- 
Esq. ment of smuil stills, such as you recommend? — Taldn:>; ^rciit euiv us lo ili,- 

V . . j siuiations iu which those stills may Ik? allowed lo be erected, so as not to iiiierlere 

with the range of large stills, I would be rather disposed to lmv«‘ tlirm plai:rd 
iindor survey than under any speciliod charge; the system of wan-hou-ing all 
spirits us they come from the still being -lulopted; at the same tiim*, i couceive, 
llicre may be an objection to the introductioii of the system of survey imlv, as 
departing from the priiiciide upon which the distilleries art! at [jreseiii worked 
in Ireland. 

Do yon conceive that in the motmtainous districts the establishing stills there, 
would come within the. description you give of iiitoifering with the large still- r 
• That would depend entirely upon the vicinity of those inoimtiiins to ilie disiriets 
where large stills are licensed; but i conchnU- it would be olijeetioiiable t-i e,^l;l- 
bli.sli small stills in remote mountainous districts ; nor do I tbiii'k tliat llu' siiuaiioii 
would he coiiveniciu, as not ullbrding a ready supply (if grain, which they woidd 
possess by being erected in countries more accessible thereto. 

Then in what manner do you conceive that the c.-tabiishime oi' small stills 
Avoukl tend to discountenance dlicit distillation in those momitaii'ioiis disfiicis r • 
By anbrding a ready market fur tlio grain ofsiich part.s of tlu- comitrv us arc 
capable (jf producing it, mid by the cheap rale at which spirits would be’hrouglit 
into con.simi[)iion, according to the plan 1 have ))ro[(oscd. 

But (In yon conceive that in these momitainous districts, whore privtilo distilla- 
tion prevails so much, that there is noia hirgi! (|u;;ntity of Inirley limi cmw.s ihci'c 
to sii[iply those illicit stills ? — It may be so ; hut I consider ihal by llie (aimbmed 
oncrution of th.c system ol' coercion now in existence, and of hiw’ iliuies, ihc 
illicit distiller would not have the temptation to pursue his trade ; while the e-; 
blislmient of small licensed stills in a]»propi'iatc situations, would allurd a n a 
market for the corn produced in the mouutfiimnis districts. 



■<iy 

when 



■y 



Then am T to understand by that, that you would esiaiilish small still--, 
they did not come within a given distance of wiiat you cull large stilL, in ili,- 
inoimtainous districts?—! cannot state any precise distance; 1 should be in- 
iluciiced by a variety of circumstances ; distance might he one. 

Can yon niention any sort of distance wliich would jiisiifv you to r-i.dilish 
legal small stills in the mountainous districts, so as to give a ni’arki i iiu- li. 
that grows there ? — I cannot mention any pai ticidar di-tanee. 

What wo'ihl induce- you to license small stills in those places ?— Thi- great oro- 
valence ofillieitdi.siillation, mul the wain of a ready market IW corn. ” ^ 

You have stated that you consider the principle of the line upon town-lmids us 
absolutely necessary to put down private distillation, in tiddition lu the fneom-.-e.i.- 
nicnt which you would be inclined to give, in lowering ilie dutv, nmi other re 'lii-i- 
tions; do not you feel that modilications of that system miglu be made, which 
woukl have the cilcct of imlting down llic evil, and at the same lime alibn 
greater safely to the well-disposed lo slop this pnielicc ?— Then.' might In 



mic 

line 



I 

' I have 
p( opk.' 

He :iim: 
Ilf lilt; 

e-sarv 
. ihcir 



modilications, but I think tliey must bo very cmilioiisly introduced 
mu of o[)iuioti that it the regulmioiis 1 luive mentiuned, and the mea> 
proposed, operate in the manner I exjiect, they would hy imhicin-- 
to ahmuion the use of liliuit spirits and adopt that oflegal, render in 
the coercion little more liian nominal. 

Arc you not of opinion that tlio assistance of the resident geullenum 
couiiiry IS aeuifilly necessary, to put down this evil?— I think it is liiclilv m i 
under present eireiimsiances, and they inive a great deal in their nowi-i- bi 
cxenions woukl bi; less requisite, at least iu my opinion, if Uie iiu- • i,iv 
recommcudetl be adopted. - - • 

Then if sueb modifi(!ations wei-e made as met tlie approbation of the ■■entte 
men or the eouiUry, do you not fed that you would engage them more w- nn e 
in your support, than by the present practice 6f fining I, wn-lauds •- I ,ln 
expoet that any modification of the town-land lin ° sysiem wliid, en, Id iu. 
mtro. uccd Icivmg Its cocK-u.iis in due vigour, would Vmluco „ oo' 

opcwtion ot tiro c.mmry geutleinun of Irclaml in lin-oiir of tiu, revet, 

Tiien iiotlrmg lint coercion, in your opinion, can induce tliese gen'tlenien to 
nsstst Ite reve,uic?-I sliottld be very sorry to pnss that ce.lsnre „p,^ titt ."nut 
iiMti ot Ireland, tor I Irnve received coiisidcralilc assistance Horn tlicni i,"i,n 
places; bat I speak of a general co-operation, ivliich alone would bo cll'eetive.' 

, Have tite Excise .officers in the illicit districts been tiiion all uccasitnis ns 
actne .IS they ouglit to have been, in ciideavouriiig to suppress illicit distillation t 
- dare say tl,cre are mstanccs of tbeir not.beiCg so .litive i ev ■ 

but we endeavour to, select persons wito arc tiro meSt active t.,.. tl,-,. ^ ^ i 

m general those who are ahiointcd to it ore t lX?s, s.leb as ‘,uo 
^^species ot duty on account ot the advantages which arc derived from it. 

Mention 



gcntle- 

:my 
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Mention tluiso !ulvantii,t;cs? — I’lie proportion of fines whieh they receive. C.S. Jlailt^iorne 

In case an odieor iiKinillicitdistrictcondiiotliimsclf well, isitintlic power of the 

cniiiiiiissiimcl's to pvoinolc him ?— It is, provided lie has been of suHiciciit standing s,.. ’ 

in the revenue according to ilic orders of government lor reguiaLing promotions. 

Do you eoiu-cive that the rmvards an olliccr acquires by a faithful discharge of 
Ids duly, to 1)0 greuK'r limn is possible for those who are concerned in illicit dis- 
tillation to rocoinponse by private fees? — I do not think they arc greater ; for, 
upon a caU-uhilion that I think may he made, the illicit disliliers might pay all the 
fines that have hern inciirrod in {lie last two years and an half in Ireland, and 
divide half ;i million of moiu-y as a profit among tlieinsclvcs ; and t will state the 
grounds nl'ilic calculation : 'faking the consumption of spirits in Ircliind, as it was 
slated by the Counnissionersof imiuiry in 1S06, to be 11,400,000 gallons, one- 
third was considered to be made by private distillers, which would amount to 

3.800.000 gallons; and allowing them a prolit of two shillings per gallon upon 
•3,000,000 oi’ gallons, throwing out of the question the other 800,000, as it 
icousnined among themselves, and not brought into market, the result would be 
wliat 1 have nientiuued. 

Have you received many complaints of your oflicers, in the enforcing the 

penalties upon the private clistiliation, or in being employed in that service.^ 

There have been several complaints, but certainly not to the extent that might 
be c.xpectcd, when we consider the nature of the service. 

Have you been obliged to dismiss many in consequence? — No. 

Have many complaints been made? — Several have been made, and oiricers 
’have been rcinovi'il from one silunlion t.o unnthcr in consequence; but I do not 
recollect wliLilicr any actual dismissals have taken place. 

Are wc to imderstand from that, that it was on account of their misconduct ? 

Of course ; it was cither for miscoiiducf, or Ijccause it was not tlumglit expedient 
loconriiuic rlicm longer in ihoir then sil nations; but of this 1 can assino the 
Committee, that there is the iilinost anxiety, on the part of the lioanl of Excise, 

1.0 inquire into every complaint ihiiL is brought against the revenue officers, and 
to do junple justice to the public. 

Dy whom are ihrisi; complaiuls generally made? — Most frequently, I think, on 
the part of the military. 

You mentioned that you often removed oflicers from their situations, wdiat cir- 
cmiistaiiccs have there boon, in those cases gcucj-ally, wiiicli have induced tlie 
Commi^siimcrs not to dismiss iliein ? — I caimni state the particular eircumstanees 
that prcvciilcd it, nor can I di'taii the ]>ai'licnlar cases that occurred ; but no 
doubt ihc'olVciioc was not such, in the opinion of the Commissimiei's, as woulil 
wairant ilismi.'sal. 

Has tluav been any considerable ebange in the general eouduct of the Excise 
oflii'crs in the illicit districts, in the course of lust year, as compared with what it was 
formerly? — 1 cannot answer that (jiicstion, because i have not liecn much more 
tlum a year myself at the lloiinl of Excise ; in the begitniing of Ecbriuiry I com- 
pleted my lirst year. 

Have you any complauit to make generally, in regard to the conduct of the 
country gentlemen, in the want of zeal and co-operation in suppressing illicit 
distiilci'ics ? — I have no complaint to make against the country gciitlcmeu. 

What is the establishment of Excise officers in the Excise district ? — Every 
district is composed of a iiumiicr of surveys, according to its extent, and in eacit 
survey there area luimber «d‘ walks; every survey has a surveyor, and in each 
walk there is a gauger; there is also a supernumerary gauger attached to each 
survey'. 

Rut according to the prcvalnice oi' illicit distiilalion, you add a greater miinbcr 
to the di-^tncls r — A’es; where it. greatly prevails, wc either send additional officers 
who are upon the establishment, or employ assistant officers iiiidcr a veccnl Act 
of Parliament. 

Can you stty bow many officers there arc in any one district of the country 
where illicit tlistilhition prevails ? — I cannot at this moment ; but I dare say I can 
actpiire that information, if necessary. 

Have you ever formed an opinion, or upon calculation, what are the number o'f 
woni-iiiii stills compared to pcricct stills, which have been seized in, the illicit 
districts? — H’c have no account of worn-out stills ; the stills for the seizure of 
which oflicers arc entitled to be rewarded, must be reported as serviceable stills, 
ollionvise they do not get the reward. 

Ai'cno rewards given to the military for the seizure of worn-out stills? — Notfor 
woni-ont siills, I believe ; 1 always understood- that under tlic directions of the 
lixci-ic Ijoard, rewards are only given for the discovery and seizure of serviceable 
stills; and according to the instructions which I have, and can lay before the 

Committee, 
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C.S. Ihtdlion:!, (J,)mraitlce, it is stated to be only for a serviceable still that a rewaril is to be 

t ‘ J Who is the judge of those stills, and determiiies them to be usciut or useless? — 

It is now the collector of this district. 

Do the collectors report upon the state of the seizure ?-Tlie eollectovs send up^ 
iminlhly what is called a “ Still Return,” wliicb states and describes the number u[ 
stills sci/.cd and no return should be made oi a still not scrvicoanU*. 

AVe wish to ask you what is your opinion of tlic utility nl ihi? estalilishinent nl 
boats in Lochfoyle,’for the prevention of the transit ot spirits Irom l)oiiej;al to tlu* 
county of Derry f— I think such an cslablisbincnt would be, very useliii. 

From ibe difierent reports otlicially made to you, what is your opinion of tlu‘ 
cni'ct produced of taking the spirits across Lochfoylc by tlu; cutter, and bonis 
aiiaclied to it for the last i8 months? — 1 consider their services as very advan- 
tageous to the revenue in that particular. 

°AA'hat number of gallons of spirits are now required by law to be produced by 
a QQ gallon still in 28 davs, and wbut the quantity of malt or corn oonsnmed 
tbere ?— The number of gallons chargeable against such a still in twenty eight day.s, 
amount to 3,132, and at three barrels of corn for every 24 gallons, ilic: cun- 
stimptioii of corn would be 390 barrels ; it may be somewhat more than 300, 
perhaps 400 barrels. _ 1. t tv i 

Can you siure to llic Committee, in such a eotmly as Donegal or Derry, wliat 
number of stills, under a hundred gallons contents, if csiablislied, would be libt'ly 
to afford a consumption for the barley grown in those counties ? — I cannot even 
guess. 

Are you not of opinion, however, that, with a view to encouragement ol tlic 
agrieiiluire of the county, a number of small stills to be licensed ought to bear 
some proportion to the quantity of barley grown and used in those di^tricls wlicrc 
you would license them? — I cannot see bow the number of stills to be liemscd 
can be regulated in that way. 

Have yen any data upon which to found an oiiinion of the quantity of hurley 
protiuced in the northern counties of Ireland ? — I have not. 

Are yon not of opinion tliat the great consumption of illicit spirits in ilu' 
])rn\iuce of Ulster will be found to arise IVom the habits of the (’ountiy jx-opli', at 
the diirert'iit fairs iiml markets, being to indulge in dram-driiiking, to ilu* cxinii (.(' 
one or (wo glasses of whiskey each? — 1 thire stiy a grotit proporuon of spirits arc 
consumed in that way. 

From the habits of the people in the 'N’orlh of Ireland, arc yon of opinion that 
grcat drnnkenness prevails ? — 'i hey consume a good deal of spirits, l>ut I eniuiot 
say that great drunkennc.ss prevails. 

Does not the consumption of spirits arise more from the habits of the country 
people in drinking drams, in this way, than from w hiskey being tised by the liiglicr 
milks of society:' — I find no whiskey in the society 1 meet with in tlic Nt>riii, 
except perhaps at supper; L look upon the consumjition of whiskey by ilie higher 
ranks of people ns very inconsiderable. 

What is the cause of seized whiskey ceasing to be sold at the CusLom-bouse, as 
formerly? — Since I came to'thc Board of Fxcise, I have understood tliai orders 
had been given to the Custom-bouse in Derry to sell seized spirits only to :i pariiciilai' 
liouse there, who were bound nut to send it out ibr cousiimpiion in this coimiry ; 
jatferlv the Board have agreed to have ibesc spirits brouglit up from Derry and sold 
in Dublin; lest they might get into consumption uiuler-lumd, if sold in i)erry. 

IflhoY were sold at the places more notorious for that species of spirit being 
used, might it not prevent illicit distillation going on? — Ko, 1 doni’t think it 
would have any such eflcct. 



John Acheson Smylh, Esquire, called in; and Examined. 



J. A. Smylh, 
Esq.’ 



WHAT is your situation in Derry ? — I have a considerable mercantile cstabliidi- 
ment in the city of Derry. 

Have you any concern with the linen trade in that part of the world ? 

Yes. 

Have you a very extensive bleach green, within four miles of Derry ? — Yes, 
I am a partner in a bleach green within that distance ; and in another at 
Coleraine. 

Have you an extensive knowledge oUthe exchange and money market, in that 
country? — From having a good deal of dealings in money, 1 should liave a 
knowledge of that market. 

Have you the management of the populous estate belonging to Mr. Poiiaonby, 
in the neighbourhood of Derry ? — 1 liave. 

Then 
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Tile'll gpiicriilly you an' a grand juror of llie-coiinty of Derry r — I 11m. 

Tltoti you liavo a tolerably extensive 'knowledge of die coiieonis of’ all 
classes ol' people in that part of the nortii of Ireland r — 1 conceive I. have. 

Are there any licensed stills iincicT loo gallons, in the iicighbonrhood of 
Derry? — There are. 



J. A. 
Eu/. 



Describe ihcm ? — There is one al Pcnnyhnrn, about a mile from Derry ; J think 
it is a oS-gallou still; there is one at Bert, about live inilos from Derry, in the 
barony of limishoweii, ol' about 70 gallons; ibcre is one at Newtonmoiavady, 
..'{bout 12 miles from Derry, of f thiiik So gallons contents; there is another at 
Derg, which is nearly 30 miles from Derry, of about Co gullous. 

Wliat county is that in ? — In the county of Tyrone. 



How long is it since those stills have 'been cstablisbcd ? — That of Newlon- 
•melavady lias been cstablisbcd, I tliink, witbiii the lust three years ; they have 
all been eslablished wilbiii that time. 



Do you know the duly chai'goable, per gallon, upon legal-made spirits, at 
•present? — Yes, Ido. 

IIow much is it? — Six shillings, British money. 

"What do you conceive the most efiectual means of putting down illicit distil- 
lation in Ireland ?— Judicious regulations for public distilleries, and strung 
measures to put a stop to private distillation. 

What do you mean by strong measures? — Sucli ns fines upon towulands ; 
..penalties upon private distillers, and the owners of the stills; something of the 
same kind as under the present law, with regard to fines and penalties. 

Have you any knowledge of that system having been cfiectnal — t have 
•knowledge of its having had very coiiHidenible efleet ; but its not being cfl'ccluid, 
pcrliap.s arose from its not having had a proper opportunity o'f being so, or 
rather I'rom its being stoppeil, wbeirit had nearly put an end to private distillation; 

'1 mean the lime when the fines were suspended. 

But in your opinion it would have contributed, if not completely, yet very 
inalerialiy, to tliat object, if it bad a fair trial.? — 1 do think it would. 

And it is now in your opinion in progress to that elTect? — In particular parts ul‘ 
the country that I am acquainted with, it lia.s bad that elFcct. 

It has had that efleet, even without those alterations, which may be extremely 
desirable in pulling down the illicit distillery system ? — It has, in particular dis- 
tricts. 

Are you prepared to suggest the alleration.s which yon would think advisable? 
— They would be siieb as io enab'a n man to go into the public distillation business, 
without being ubliiieil to become a smuggler, ibr I conceive that no man can be 
the owner of a public distillery, under the present system of regiilutions, unless he 
simiggles in a ccrfaiii degree, or loses a very large fortune. 

Wiiat do you conceive most likely to enable the oiVicer.s of tlie revenue to put 
down illicit distillation, wheilicr should it be a more extensive establishment of 
small stills, or a general reduction of (Inly.?— I eonceiye that areduetinn of duty, 
such as would be at all thought of in consideration of the revenue of the country, 
could have no efi’cct in putting a slop to private dislillaiioii, because the jirivate 
distiller can bring his spirit .so much chca|)cr to market than the public distiller, 
lie paving 110 duly for liismalt, and not having any extensive establishment ; he is 
able to make bis whiskey at about twopence a gallon; whereas npublic distiller with 
a ino-gallim still, cann'ot make it lor less than 2od. I speak of the expense of 
ihc manufactiire merely. 

Then whatever reduction of duty ufighi arise, there would still riinuiiii a tlifl’er- 
once to llmt ammuit imposed iu in>inl. ol latU upon tin* price ol legal spirits ? — I 
imnccivc so, except in the i|iiantiiy, a jirivute distiller is nut able to produce the 
r,:ime tpianiily from the grain, as the pubiie distiller is, but what he wants in 
(jiumtitv be has in quality. 

Do you mean the (pudity of the spirit r— I mean tiie qualify of the sj>irit. 

Do you conceive that the genera! sale and consumption of illicit spirits in that 
part of Ireland with which you arc acijiiainlcd, results in a great measure from 
ihcsiqipnscd preference of the (inalily : — in a very considerable degree, the better 
sort of j^oplc won’t drink the puhlic-tlistillcd whiskey when they can gel the 
jirivatc. 

Docs not that result also from the illicit spirit being cheajicr?— I should hope 
that is not the case with the better sort of people in general. 

What, in point of fact, is the average price at which illlicit spirit Is sold ? — liic 
present price is from six shillings to eight shillings a gallon, according to the local 
siluaiion in which you gel it. 

400. ' M in In 
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. 1 . Smi/tk, 




Iiiiho cicv of Derry? — Pciimps it is a Hide (U'.wr there; perhaps a hlHHiu-^ 
a gulJon, oil account of the (iiHiculty of bringing it in^ where there are so many 

revenue afiicers. ... . 

Do you mean to inform the Comnultee dint the j>riee in dm ciiy ot JJeri'Y is 
about t)S. a gallon ’—Perhaps not so much ; perliaps 7 s- ov S s. a gallon. 

W'luit is the usual average price whicli is paid by tlie better class of pm-.-mas in 
the city of Derry for illicit vvbiskey ?— I sboulcl suppose ilu: price I bavi' alieady 
mentioned, 7 s. or 8 s. a gallon. 

You have slated diat it is from 6s. to Ss. a gallon in llio country, and j s. more 
in die city of Deny? — Yes. 

Is it from 7 s. to 9s. a gallon In the city of Derry ?— 't'es, in the city of Deny. 



You have said, that without such ti sacrifice of revenue as you suppus-i coalil 
not be contemplaicds you do not dunk that any redaction of diiiy woiiM be 
ellcclual for the siippcssion of this iniscliief; have yon formed any opinion, 
M’ithout reference to that consideration, ns to what reouclion ol tlnly iiiiglii In? 
effectual ?— Really I do not think any reduction of duty would do it, unless you 
take the duty off altogether. 

Are you prepared to sugge.st any of those altcnitions which yim wmibl iliiiik 
flesirnble as to small stilb?— Yes; I conceive duit if the work ilitii maybe cuii- 
siclered proper 1.0 put upon u small still, or in fact upon any given still, alter tliat 
was eomplctcfl, (Iml the public distiller should have the power of sliowiug lii^ 
excess of work at a cerluiii rctliiccd duty, by which means he could fairly i-rmu'. 
Ibnvard witli it, and not be obliged to resort to smuggling in order to elfeet its 
consiimpuon. 

Have you ever calculated what the general reduction of the duly upon spirits 
should be, which w’ould ensue upon an nllowance being given upon excess? — ■ 
I think that if the present duty be continued, tlic over-work would pay c.v. a 
gallon, and that the revenue would be benefited much by it; altbough it niigbt 
be got into consumption much cheaper ; yet still I conceive that by such a regu- 
lation you would get conscientious men to become distillers, as tln-y could go 
with safety into it then, as in any other inamvfacturc not subject to bixeise law, 
and itwould lediicc the duty generally from 6 s. the presentduly, to aliont y.v- 

Is it not your opinion that one great object of regnlaiimi oiiglil, to l>r to bring 
to charge tltc full amoniu of what any still, be it largo or small, emdd proiluce 
within a month ? — That is the object of my last aiiBwer. 

But if llic whole of t!io work, wliich any still, large or small, wts'e capable of 
producing, were brought to charge, would not, in your opiniou, the smuggling bn 
■ equally prevented, as by your suggestion of allowing the aclmituxl exei’ss to Im 
charged at a lower duty ? — Certainly not; it would be the most cllectual means 
to encourage smuggling; because ymi would have no still lcs.s than 500 or i,orxj 
gallons liceasctl, and those you could only work in the great grain cmnuries ; and 
where there was a great consumption, it would then be necessary to supply (lie 
wants of tlie inliabitants in other districts of the country' by private di>itillaLinn, 
and also to give them a market for the consuming of tlie grain, bccanse tlie 
-distillery of 5-00 or 1,000 gallons can work so much cheaper tiian a small still ; 
and they can also get so mucli more produced out of the grain, that the small still 
could not bear up in competition willi them, were each to pay the full duty on 
their entire work. 



VYe were not asking yon as to the comparative charges of the large or the 
small still, but only whether your object of preventing smuggling, and enabling a 
conscientious man to urulcitake this business, and'to embark his capital in the 
<listi!lory, would not be equally accomplished by making the distillery salqci't to 
the whole of the charge which ought to be imposetl upon its work, with reference 
to its capacity ? — 1 conceived that I answered that by saying, that Ur: small stills 
could not work upon the same footing as the large stills ; ami if each w<'ic to pay 
duty upon all they wrought, you would liave no small stills at all. 

Then .would your suggestion be to allow the excess work to bo ehar^ed at one 
•third of the present duty, leaving both large and small stills subject to their 
present proportion -of work — I conceive that iliey would then be upon a 
footing. 

Wliat would be the excess of work vdiich a still under 100 galHms would 
produce, .above what it is at present charged .?—! cannot answer that qiie.stion 
correctly, but 1 should .suppose 60 or 70 per cent, perhaps 100 per cent, according 
to the skill of the distiller and convenience of situation. ^ 

Do you recollect at what a gg-gallon -still is now charged ?— At about q 000 
galions a month. 

Speaking generally, and not obliging you to an exact calculation, what woulil 
be the number of gallons which it would be enabled to produce from excess of 
ivuik,. ^^Perhaps 3,000 gallons more ; 100 per cent, if judiciously worked. 

3;000 
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3,000 gallons at a duty of two sliillings, would reduce ihc wliole of tliediity 
iijio’i spirits produced by that tlistillery, to iiow nmchf — To four shillings per 
gallon, the present rate being sixpence. 

Rut would it not tbererore enable the small distiller to bring his spirits into 
the market at a price much lower than the larger distiller could allbrd to 
do f — 1 think not. 



If tlie \York now imposed upon large stills as compared with the smaller ones, 
namely, those under loo gallons, bo beyond all proportion of their imposed work; 
and if in your opinion the small still could produce 3,000 gallons more than the 3,000 
at which it is already charged, and that the large distillery could produce no com- 
parative excess ; would not the necessary rednction of duty upon the whole spirit 
produced by the same stills, su[)posing the excess to be charged at one tiiird of ilie 
present duty, enable ihcsmall distiller to undersell the large distiller in tbemarket? — 

1 conceive the advantage that the large still has in point of o.vpeiase over the small 
still, will more tlian balance the excess of work that the one basin proportion to 
the other, for although a pS-gallon still may produce 3,000 gallons beyond its 
present work within the month, I think that a 500-gallou still would produce 
12,500 gallons in the same time, beyond its present work; and su])posc tlie ex- 
pense of work to be one shilling per gallon more on a small still than on a large 
still, it would bring them 1 tliink exactly on a footing. 

AVbat is the amount with which a 500 gallon -still is charged at present.' — 
About 25,000 gallons in the month. 

But with respect to the still established near the city of Deny for example, do 
not you admit llial the reduction of duty which woukl ensue from your suggestion, 
would make it totally impossible for any dislillor, in any part of Ivclnud, to impori. 
'his spirits into the city of Deny ? — 1 conceive that if all distilleries, large and 
small, bad the same advantages of bringing their e.xcess to charge, at t'lie rate 
stated, they would be able to bring their spirits to market upon tlie same terms; 
jierlinps there would be a difference of I'reight and insurance, which may be 
reckoned at about sixpence per gallon, to bring it to Derry from a dillercilt 
market, and this must depend on the price of grain; at Derry, in general, it is 
much higher than where a 500-gallon still would be creeled. 

Do you recollect what the highest charge was that was ever imposed upon slilU 
under 100 gallons.^ — I do not. 

But you arc aware that tlie cliargc at present is comparatively very small to 
what it lias been ? — I have no knowledge of what it has been. 

You have slated itiaL it is your opinion that a reduclion of duty, so far from 
being osscntiftl to [nmingdawn illicit distillation, would not be cfiectuallo that 
•object? — Unless it were nearly entirely taken away. 

Ihityoii have found, in parts of the country, the system now existing conlri- 
’bntc very much to the suppression oi the mischief ? — On Mr. Ponsonby’s estate, it 
lias. 

lias it put it down entirely ? — Eulircly, for the presctit. 

AVhat do you think would be the clFcct of licensing small stills in different piirb 
of tlic country; do you conceive it would be more effectual in_ suppressing illicit 
distillation, than a number of c.xcise officers ? — I conceive (be licensing small stills 
would not have any good efl'oet in putting down private distillation, without other 
strong measures; and that givat care ouglit to bo taken where small stills are to be 
licensed: for insiance, ibe'’slill at Derg has quit work; and I was informed the 
day I left Dt'rry, ihat a private still iiacrbccu seized at work on the fire-place from 
which the licensed slill had been Taken, uud whieh had ail the advantage of the 
utensils : this would be the ease if small stills were indiscriminately licensed. 

How long since each of the stills at Ncwtoiimalavady, Burt, and Derg, have 
commcneoil working, as nearly as you can ascertain ?— The still at Burt 
liad commenced about a year and a hall ago, and wrought two or three mouths, 
ami quilted work; it commenced again, and wrouglit about the same time, and 
is now idle. 

And Newtoinnalavady ?— About three years ago. 

And Derg?— Last smmiier, and wrouglit two or tlirccnionths. 

Arc you not a partner in the Peimybum distillery .^—1 am not, nor will be a 
partner in u public distillery, under the present regulations. 

Wluit regulations do you particularly allude to?— The regulation with regard 
to the extiai’wurk ; I conceive llmt every public distiller must be a smuggler in a 
certain degree, and subject to tlie risks tittending upon the smuggler. 

Have yon ever heard that illicit whiskey was purchased by tliosc concerned in 
the l*ennyburn distillery ?— I am sure it is not llic case, lor 1 sell the whiskey of 
the Pemiybuvn distillery ; 1 . litivc sold it during liic last i‘i months, and I should 
know it il'they had clone so. 

Do 
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Do voii not think that the city of Deny is one of the grenicst lunrlcets loi iilirii 
whiskey ?' — I believe it is no greater, except from the extent of the jio|uiluiion,ilia:i 
any other part of the county of Derry, Donegal, Antrim, or Tyrone; wluai it 
■can be got, it is in general consmnptlon. 

Can the system of fining the town-lands he cHi'ctnal, without the assisinne.e of 
powerful m’ilitary aid ?— 1 conceive that such a regulation, with regard to the 
fines, might be adopted, as would make military tiitl nimceessnry. 

Wliat are those means ? — I shall first point out the grievance under which the 
inhabitants of the smuggling districts labour: suppose a still is worked upon any 
])articuliir town-land, liic excise olfieer goes lo make liis detection; the private 
distillers have their people out on watch, to give them notice of the a[iproaeh ol‘ 
ihe excise oflicer, and the illicit still is removed out of llu- town-land lud'ore fhe 
•olliccr comes there ; he perliaps finds a quantity of pot-ale, ami lln-ii u|ion searcli- 
ing further, he finds die still in a dilferent town-land, whieli limi been removed 
there, and wliere the owners of the town-land, lo which it lias been so removed, 
had no connection whatever with the private dislilhition oi that still; ite lodges Ids 
informations against both those town-lands, against the one, for hislindingthe 
pot-aJe, and against the other for Ills finding the prlvtitc still: both are fliierl. 
The people of the town-land where the still is found, (alfhougii perlmps there 
never was a still wrouglit upon that town-land) arc equally liable to the line as il‘ 
it had been brought there and worked by them ; and the line is levii'd in the same 
•way by driving wlionisocvcr’s jiroperly is (bund, unless the iiihaliitaiil.s of the 
town-land agree to pay it by assessment upon the towii-lancl. 'I’o remedy that 
•evil, I would propose, that if any inhabitant of the lown-lantl, or the owner 
-or agent of the lowii-laticl, shall give information to the gauger of the walk, 
a copy of which to be given to the collector of excise of the district, stating 
pai'liciilarly the situation where tlic private still is worked, and (lescril)ing (he 
owner, or reputed owner of such jirivate still ; a copy of such in form at ion to 
be sent by the excise collector to ilie Excise Board. 1 should jiropose that siieli 
town-land should in such case be exempt iVoin the fine, save ami exeo|)t the par- 
ticular r!u;m upon which that private still was found ; ami in case such fine were not 
paid within a certain linte after the conviction, that the owner of the farm shoidd 
be personally responsible for the amount ; and that the forfeiture of his l('useshould 
ensue in case it were not paid, one hall'of the line to be given to tlie ('(unify Infirmarv, 
the other half towards the county assessment; tliat wlicre no such iaibrmaiion wits 
given, and that a detection was' made by a rcivemie ollici'r, the lines to he levied 
and applied as at present; by whicli means the icvetuio oilieer would he upon liu; 
alert to make his seizure heibre inlbnmilion had been given to him or to the excise 
.office; the collector of excise would also be enabled, with this information, to 
;call the attention of the revenue officer to do his duty, and people who wished u> 
])ut a stop lo illicit distillation would have an oppoitiinity of avoiding the penalties 
and distresses they now encounter ; and I conceive, that by such regulation, pri- 
vate distillation would effectually be put a stop to, and the aid of the militaiy^oT 
course rendered uimecessaiy . 



Can you inform the Committee, to the best of your judgment, whether they 
drink, in that society called the Fanning Society, illicit spirits, or spirii.s frnin tlu 
stills at Penn}-burn near Derry ?— 1 am not a member of that society, but 1 know 
tliev purchased spirits which had been bought at the exci.se sales for the Uae of 
tlie Farming Society, and whicli spirits had been illicitly made. 

Jii iirtrcreiiee lo the legally distilled whiskey ?— Ofcuiirae. 
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Mcrcurii, dk Jwiii 1816. 

The Right Honourable Sir GEORGE FITZGERALD HILL, Bail, 
in the Chair. 



John Achtson Smyth, Esquire, again called iu ; and Examined- 

HAVE you heard of barley being brought from any distance, and from whence, J. Smyth, 
to Lochswilley, for the use of the private distillers, and at what price? — I know £57. 

there has been barley imported from diH'erent parts of Ireland to Lochswilloy, for J 

the use of the private distiller, and that it has lately commanded nearly double the 
price of what it was at the markets from which it was brought; that at present 
there are several cargoes at Locbswillcy, brought from the county Down and 
Antrim ; besides they gel a great part of the barley of the county Derry and 
Tyrone, for the private distillation or Donegal. 

in general, is not the price of grain higher in illicit districts than in other parts 
orTi'chnul? — So much so, that any public distillery set up in those districts must 
be supplied by importation from other quarters with the grain for their dis- 
liileries. 

What does a gallon of whiskey stand the private distiller in, computing malt, 
corn, grimliiig, risk, and every thing ? — That depends upon the price of grain. 

At present, what do you suppose it stands in ? — If you will allow me to mention 
a given price of grain, then I will give my opinion. 

Then mention a given i)iice of grain, and give your opinion f — At 8 s. the cwt. 
which is a shilling a stone for barley, and which I conceive to be a fair price for 
llic farmer, whiskey would stand the private distiller about 3 s. 3 ri. a gallon, 1 2 per 
cent, over proof by Dicas’s hydrometer. 

What is the cost of the same quantity to the legal distiller, with duty ? — That 
dcpemls upon the size of the still, and whether he pays the entire duty of his 
work, and on the malt. 

You stated the difl'erence between the large still and die small still, can you 
stale what it would stand each in ? — I conceive that it would stand the distiller who 
wrought a 500 gallon still, gs. per gallon; and the distiller who wrought a 100 
gallon still, 10s. per gallon. 

Then, under the circumstances, do you think that it is possible for the. legal 
distiller to meet the illicit distiller iu the market? — Not, if the illegal distiller be 
allowed to work. 

Then, docs not thedifterence of price between the two, and the duty, operate 
as a bounty iu iftvoiir of the private distillation? — Tlie private distiller has the 
difTcrence of prici^ for the risk he runs, and of course it is a bounty to him over 
the public distiller, in any ainoimt of duty which the public distiller pays. 

You stated, yesterday, that no reduction of duty, such as would be at all thought 
of, in consideration of the revenue of the country, would have any effect in putting 
a stop to illicit distillation ? — I did. 

And you stated thal the price of illicit spirits was from six shillings to eight 
Khilliugs a gallon ? — I did, iu the neighbourhood of Derry. 

Do not you think that if such a reduction were made upon the duty paid by 
the public distiller, as would enable him to come into the market at that price, that 
it would tend to repress illicit distillniion ?— 1 do not think it would. 

Explain your reasons for that opinion. — Because the private distiller could sell 
at fiveshilli'ngs or five shillings and sixpence a gallon; and even if he ask the same 
price, or even higher than tlic public distiller, from the difiercncc in the quality of 
his spirit, lie would get the preference, his whiskey being universally purchased, 
except by those who are afraid of the operation of the law. 

In speaking of the reduction of duty, tlie Committee always mean to speak of it 
as concurrent with the fining-system ; now do you take into account, in giving 
that answer, the risk that tlie private dislillor runs of fines in continuing illicit 
practices ? — In most cases tlie private distiller would run a risk were he alone sub- 
ject to the fines, as in general be lias no propertyto pay the fine. 

What reduction of the present duly would enable the public distiller to sell his 
spirit at from six shillings to eight shillings a gallon? — II I am to suppose that the 
public distiller pays the duty upon all the spirits he makes, I must be allowed lire 
same privilege as before, us to stating the size of the still. 

Make the same distiucliou as before.— Suppose the price ol any whiskey to be 
4QO. N II seven 
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seven shillings a gallon, the owner of the 50o-gallnn-sti]l, if jiulitaonsly wrought, 
could pay three shillings a gallon, together with the present malt duly, siijinosing 
the price of barley at eight shillings perewt. ; that of loo-gallon-siill, one shilling 
less; both must depend a good deal upon the knowledge ol‘ the people emjiloved 
in the distilleries. 



Would not the plan you recommended yesterday, of cliarging th(^ low duty upon 
excess, have the virtual effect of reducing duly ? — 1 am clearly of opinion that it 
would have the effect of increasing the revenue, inasmuch as tlu'rc is a charge 
that would be paid upon that excess of work ; and that the same duty as at pre- 
sent would be paid on the stated work. 

Tliiit is, the same annual amount? — The same annual amount as at present. 

Would it not be a virtual reduction iij)on each gallon? — It would appear so; 
but would not upon the charge already laid upon stills, or any charge iliai couht 
be laid upon them. 

Explain the reason for its appearing to be so, or not .so ? — Because the quaniitv 
of spirits that would pay that excess of duty now goe.s into consunijiiion withoui 
paying any duty at all. 

Then, upon the whole, are the Committee to understand that yon arc ol'o[)iiiiun, 
that the reduction of duly would not be an nnxilinry to the lining-system in 
putting down illicit distillation? — I am of opinion that every reduction ofdiitv 
would have its weight; but unless a very great reduction, of itself it wotild m^t 
have any effect. 

Do you think that the reduction of duty to 4,-:. a gallon, would have any cffeel 
in suppressing illicit distillation concurrent with the fining-system ? — Certainly 1 
do, because Ithink the fining-system of itself will do it. 

Do you know at what prices illegal spirit is now selling in the barony of Innis- 
howen?-— Yes, I have stated the prices in the neighbourhood of Derry ; I rather 
think it is beginning to be scarce there, in consequence of tlic opemtion of the 
stilLfines being now in the process of collection. 

We have been informed that illicit spirit is now selling as low as 3s, 6 d. a 
pllon in Innishowen, is that consistent with your knowledge ? — I have been in- 
formed that it was in different parts of the county of Donegal, but 1 do not know 
It of my own knowledge. 

At the presentrate of com, and putting out of consideration the risk to be run 

might not the private distiller sell illicit whiskey as lowns2s. 6rf. a gallon? I 

do not think he could. I mentioned that it would stand the private distiller about 
3s. 3d. a gallon, 12 per cent, over proof by Dicas’s hydrometer, with corn at llic 
rate of 8s. a cwt. but when you are told the price of private whiskey, they (iiiotc 
the strength of what they call glass-proof; the strength that I liavc stated takes 
one portion of water to three of spirits to reduce it to that, aiul therefore whiskey 
at 4s. a gallon would be quoted to you at 3s. a gallon. ^ 

That is a reduction of one-fourth ? — Yes. 



Can you state what the relative strength of the illicit wliiskev is at ic overnroof 
compared with the strength of the legal whiskey ?— Legal spirit is from 12 to 24 
])er cent, stronger than the private distilled spirit; tire regular strength for Iciral 
spirits IS 24 per cent. 0. P., and pays duty accordingly. 

Do you know whether, in point of fact, llie operation of the still-tinc-svstcm 
has much increaset the pnccotiliicil spirits .'—At piiiticiilnr periods it tiitl. Uuriiur 
the time that Mr. Hewett, Commissioner of the Excise, remained in Derry it was 
nlmo.st impossihle to get any private distilled spirit, because active measures were 
taken to enlorce tlie payment of the fines ; and there was also at the same time ;i 
tear on tlie part of the gentlemen and housekeepers of purchasing private snirils • 
they conceiving that they were liable to the fine of loo L for purchasing or I avim. 
ni their possession illicitly distilled spirit; that doubt being removed, lliev 
chase It as heretofore. ’ * 



The Committee wish to know whether, ns long as the relative strength of illicit 
spii'ts, and legally distilled spirits remams as it is at present, you are olopiiiion that 
tliat difference would countovail any rcasoniihlc reduction of duty '—As I men- 
tioned be ore, I do not thmk the difference of price is any consideration with I ose 

who purchase the privately distilled spirit. ' ouaiionwimmost 

"““‘'‘-“‘''e ottc of the advantages which might he 
extended to the legal distiller would be to enable him to bring forward his excess 

( 7i a t"”® ‘“7“''.'' «f work at the full rate of 

duly for u! “‘>“"''“8 »i>y c-xcess of work, unless he pay double 

set nd of the excess 

Then 
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Then we beg to kncnv whether, under the regulations in which distilleries are 
placed, such smuggling ol tlie excess could be executed, if the Excise officers did 
their duty ? — I conceive it could. 

In spite of the Excise officers ? — 'Yes, in spite of the Excise officers. 

If the distillers were entirely prevented from working that excess, do you think 

that there wouki be one distillery in Ireland in a month under tlie present laws ? 

J think there wouki, but very few. 

The Committee would be glad to have your reasons? — You would have the 
five hundred-gallon stills, and the thousand-gallon stills, and those confined to 
Dublin, Cork, Limerick and such towns, where the distiller could get an immediate 
supply of grain for Ids distillery, and could also have an immediate consumption 
for his spirits; but I do not conceive it possible for any regulation to be made 
which would ensure the entire duty being paid ; if the whole was chargeable at 
the same rale, the temptation of the saving of 65. per gallon is very great, and it 
would be impossible to get the same work from every still of the same size. There 
are so many circuinsiaiices to make the work, even of the same still, under die 
management of the same people, produce more at one time than another, that uo 
distiller would undertake it. 




Do you know the value, to a distiller in those great towns, of the wash and the 
refuge grains? — It varies; but in the large distillery it ought to pay the expense 
of working it. 

Are you not employed by the distillery at Pennyburn to sell their spirit upon 
commission? — I am. 

Are you not employed also to sell all the illicit made spirit seized by the Excise, 
in the neighbourhood of Derry ? — 1 had a contract with the Excise Board until 
lately. 

Have you advanced any sum of money to the firm that supported the carrying 
on that distillery at Derry ? Have you any objection to answer the question ? — 
I have no objection to answer the question ; I have advanced money ; it is the 
common practice for the whiskey factor to advance money to the distiller. 

You said that you luul suppressed illicit distillation upon Mr. Ponsonby’s estate 
ill tlie county of Derry ? — I did say that it was suppressed; and I believe it is 
generally suppressed throughout tlie county of Derry at present. 

Are those lands of a very mountainous description, or are they in general well 
cultivated and populous ? — In general, Mr. Ponsonby’s estate is well cultivated, 
and populous. 

Is not illicit distillation almost exclusively confined to the mountainous parts ot 
the country, and not to the well ciiUivalcd and populous parts of the country ? — 
Formerly it was; but the late operations in Innishowen drove them into the 
county of Derry, from which they have now been driven again back to the moun- 
tains, the lands of which must necessarily be let on such terms as the rents can be 
paid by agricultural pursuits, and which will mucli tend to lessen the necessity ot 
illicit trade for that purpose, and to the amendment of the morals of the people, 
and will enable the landlord to assist the revenue officer to prevent private distil- 
lation without injustice to his tenants. 



The Honourable James Hewet, again called in ; and Examined. 

WHEN you were examined before the Committee, we confined ourselves 
almost entirely to receiving evidence from you, which you were competent to 
give, from your residence in Donegal; we wish to ask you now, what is your 
opinion, as to the reduction of the duty on spirits in Ireland, with a view to the 
suppression of illicit distillation ?— I very much fear that a reduction of the 
duty would not be attended with such effects as seem to be expected; for i 
fear that any reduction of the duty, which I should consider at all practicable, 
would not make such a reduction in the price, as would make the public distiller 
a more effectual competitor with the private distiller. It appears to me, that it 
there were a reduction ot duty to the amount of gallon, the utmost that 

oould be expected under the present circumstances, in reduction of the price, 
would bees, per gallon, and consequently that 2s. per gallon, would not be 
above 3d. per pint to the wholesale dealer; and unless he made the whole 
allowance to the retailer, ami the retailer to the consumer, which could hardly be 
expected ; and even if he did, I think that this is not a sufficient reduction to 
enable him to meet the disadvantage he labours under in the market of the 
illicit distiller, with the rooted habits of the people, and their taste for il icit 
spirit, and the opinion in those parts of the country, that the quality ot illicit 
spirits is deleterious. I believe the present selling price of legal spirits is 
about 10s. 6 iL per gallon; if that were reduced to 8s. 6d. by a reduction of 
the duty to the amount of 3s. per gallon, it would only bring down the_ price of 
legal spirits to the price of illicit spirits in that part of the country where it is most 
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oppressed j and at the period which 1 mentioned, in my former cvulence, when 
I was at berry, illicit spirits were selling, and had a I'lill market at 11,9. per 
gallon, wlien the leguls pirits were selling at 10s. C^d which is a cntiviiieijig 
proof that the illicit distiller can even geta greater price than llu; legal distiller 
under the present circumstances. 

Is not illegal spirit much stronger than tlie legal spirit? — Yes, it is, certainly ; 
besides, 1 think, the great profits of the illicit distiller, enable liim to mia'L 
the advantages whicli the public distiller migltt derive from a rodueiion of 
duty, inasmuch as I have understood that llic otdy expense whieli the illicit 
distiller is at besides bis still, (which costs about seven guineas for the best co])per 
still) is the price of the raw material, which, at the time T j)articul:iri/.od before, was 
about twenty shillings a sack of barley of eo stone, at about one penny persloiu;, 
whicli would produce eight or ten galfons of spirits, which if sold at ten or <'i('ven 
shillings per gallon, as it was at that time, (for barley is cheaper as well as Kpii'its) 
it would give him a profit of 300 jier cent, without d<’ducting the expense of ciir- 
riage and the expense of labour, whicli would certainly he some deduction ; Init 
1 think it ought not to be rated very high in those purls of tlic country where illicit 
distillation prevails, because the illicit distiller, and the enrrier of illieii sjiiiits 
too, are generally of that idle .class ol' the cominiuuly, who make very little by ili.-ir 
labour when not engaged in illicit distillation, their expenses being moilerate, 
and living chielly upon the very jiooivst provisions. I think also, that in point of 
fact it appears that the iiiiee of spirits Ims n very small inniu'uec u|Kin the 
market of the illicit distiller, for in the year i8on, when such distilleries wer.' 
prohibited in consequence of a scarce harvest, illicit distillation appeared to me 
to be more nearly suppressed than it has been at any period since, ami at that 
time the distiller certainly had no computitor in the market with him in the way of 
the public distiller. But I should mention that at that time I was not a Cotmni.i- 
sioner of Excise, and therefore my c-xpcrience goes no farther tluin to the couniy 
of Donegal, in which I happened to be at that period ; and tliis view of the < 
seems to me to be very much confirmed by the cireumstauces that took plwe 
wlien the prohibition of illicit distillation wtrs removed in 1810 and 1811, and 
when tlie duty was reduced to two shillings audsix])enco or two shillings and 
eight-pence per gallon ; illicit distillation certainly prevailed more in those two 
years than it had clone before or since; from these circumstaiicos I am very imieh 
inclined to believe that the price of barley lias much mure iiilliieriee upon the 
private distiller than the price of spirits, and [ think it seems eonsislcm with ilu- 
iact; tor whether spirit be high or low, bai'Iey remaining tlie same, incase of 
seizure the actual loss will remain the same indepciulent of llie protits; but 
if you can take tliis same quantity of barley, aud double the price, ihc 
loss in case of seizure is double to the distiller; it therefore appears lo me 
that breweries are in fact more calculated to have an influence upon the nnuket 
of tbe private distiller, by raising the price of barley upon him, than the legal dis- 
tiller, for a considerable part of the material of the public distiller is oa^s, lint 
the increase of breweries must always increase the price of barley ; and it is owiti'r 
to the price ot barley being so high in 1809 I attribute the great pvogres^ 
which the system of fining town-lands, made at that periocl, in suppressing HJieil 
distillation; however, I feel mysell bound kj say, iliat under the circinustanees in 
which the public distiller is now jilacecl, and under the circumsliinces in whicli 
illicit trade now is, that the public distiller ought to work, in my opinimi, mm'i' 
benclicially; ancll am afraid lhatno single system, either of coercion, or encou- 
ragement to a eompelitor,_ will completely succeed, although they will go great 
lengths in suppressing illicit distillation; and for tliat reason it has occurred 
to me, that it the public distiller could be allowed to siiow his excess spirit at 1 s. 
per gallon, or any other small duty, that it would have the cfiect of makiri"- fiis 
trade more beneficial, making him, as far as he has calculated it lo he, a more 
cflicient competitor of the private distillery, without injuring the breweries’ 
which I apprehend that any encouragement to the public rlisliller in the shape of 
reduction of duty would do ; for the excess spirits are actually made, and aclualJy 
now go into consumption, at a very great expense to the public distiller, and to 
the veiT great nun ry of morals in general, and especially those of the roveiute 
officer, besides the great risk of detection; and yet none of this e.vpense taken 
out of the nocket of the public distiller benefits the revenue; wlicreas, if lie 
w-ere allovved to show his excess spirit at the rate of i s. per gallon, the whole 
would be beneficial to the revenue, and might enable him to sell his spirit at n 
cheaper rate, and would give, 1 think, all the advantages of a reduction of 

f public distiller, by tbe law as it at present stands, emibleil to briiv 

torwaid his excess of working at the sqme duty as his other spirits ?— He is. 

llic exocsi. spirit 

produced by the distdler, ebatged i,t a low nitc of duly, would be cue id' the best 
uiejDs loi accompbsbmg the object which tlib Committee has in view ; have you 

ever 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON ILLICIT DISTILLATION IN IRLLAND. 3^5 

ever co3isi(lerctl what the eHect of such an arrangement. would he upon ihc The Unu. 
countcrvailijig duties f — I did jrot consider that as w'iiliin my province. James Ifewit. 

Was ii. hclorc or since Mi. Ilawthomc’s appoiiUmeut, that you were selected to — ' 

proceed to the north, iinon an iiwjuiiy relative to illicit distillation : — It was about 
two months after Wr. Hawthorne’s appointment. 

Do not yon believe 'that you were peculiarly selector! for that duly cm account 
of your sii))))(ised intimate accjiiaiiitauce with the parts of the country in wliicli 
this illicit trade prevailed.^ — 1 slionld siiirposc so. 

Were you fi Commissioner of Excise in iSio.^— I was not. 

IVcrc yon so in 1811 ? — 1 was not. 

Do you know whether Mr. Gregory was n Commissioner of Excise at tlmt 
time ? — Yes, he was. 

Do you know that Mr. Thomas O’Dell was a Commissioner of Excise at that 
time;' — 1 do. 

^'mi liavc staled that yon were not a Commissioner of Excise m the years 
1810 and 1811, wliat memis have you . had of making up your mind as to the 
extent of illicit distillation at that time? — I have seen ?m official rctimi, bi:t'[ 
cannot recollect exactly what it was now, which appeared tome to siiow iliaf, 
illicit distilliition Inicl increased; also I remember that in 1S09, about my own 
properly in the county of Donegal, all private stills had receded into the mountains 
on lhe western coast of that comity, were it could be carried on more safely. In 
the following year I have a poriect recollection that I had complaints that private 
dis'iillers were working about the town of Ballyboiloy, near which my property is 
situated. 

W.e wish to know wheilicr you consider tiiat tlic distillers retreating to the 
westward was a mark of the decrease?— 1 have always considered that when they 
are driven into the mountains and remote parts of the cornUiy, that there must 
be in some degree a rieorease, because they are often in a very inconvenient 
situation for carrying tlicir spirits to the market, sometinres fur turf, and also for 
the raw material. 

^Ve wish to know whether you think the inounUiliious parts of the country be 
not tlie most convenient Ibr carrying on private distillation? — Generally it is ; 
blit some of llie remote parts of tlic ouuiitry upon the sea-coast, of whicli 1 speak, 
although it might not be strictly called mountainous, arc very inconvenient for 
luif. 

Have 3'ou travelled into that country so as to have formed a knowledge of it 
yoiirseir? — Not into the remotest district of tliose of which I s[ieak. 

Mr. Maicohn Broxon, called ; and Examined by the Committee. 



H AVE, YOU heard of any suggestions from the distillers in Ireland for in- 
creasing tlic work generally in Ireland 30 )icr cent. ?— f have. 

Wlmt would bo the result as to the duty generally u[)On what the still produced, 
if such an increase of charge took jilace ? — it would add very considerably to 
the present duty, or rather to the present price of spirits. 

How much ? — Perhaps one shilling ])cr gallon; but if the excess spirit were 
to be allowed according to tlic proposal of one shilling a gallon at the present 
rate of duty, it would reduce it to 4 s. \od. 

Do you siieak of tlie present rate of duty at 6 s. British ? — Yes. 

Have you heard that if. is the intention to propose a reduction of duty to 5^. Sd, 
to equalize it with the intended Scolcli duty ? — 1 have heard it. 

What would the reduction of duly be iqiuii a duty of 5 s. 6d. per 
gallon lit the present rate of charge, the excess of 30 per cent, paying only 
1.9. duty? — It would retluee the duty to something short of 4s. 6d. about 



4S. sir/. 

if upon a duty of 6 s. what would be the reduction? — It would be 4 s. lor/. 
The otlier amoiml, whicli 1 Imve mciiLioncd, would be 4.9. 5J. and a fraction, not 
quite 4 s. 6 r/. 

\Vhat is the amount of reduction that will arise from a repeal of the increased 
malt duty, that has taken place lliis year; how much a gallon, generally, upon 
spirits in Ireland?— Foui'-jieucc, British. 

In thi.s calculalioii which you have given, you referred to an increase of 30 per 
cent, ns (aincun'eiit upon large stills, with an allowance of one sliiiliug upon 
excess? — I do not. 

Tlien you speak of excess of work above 30 per cent, upon the proscnl work ?— 
No, I do not speak of tliat; I only speak of 30 per cent, above the present 
work. 

Jfaii increase of 30 per cent, were allowed only' to large stills, and not to stills 
luiclei' 100 gallons, ami tliat tlie excess of produce in all stills, targe aiul small, were 
charged with a duly of one sliiiliug; what would be the operation of such a regu- 
lation upon spirits produced by a still imdcr too gallons, with respect to the rcduc- 

490. O o tit”'* 



Mr. 

Mtiholm Broun. 
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Mr- lion of diiij' thereon ? — I will answer that question, by referring to the present state 

hlakoltn Brown, of working. 

^ ) Take the present state of working the small stil f— I shall refer to tlie schedule 

ol' 1 8oq, and the present schedule. 

Well, do so — Taking the charges of a still of lOo gallons content of i.Soq, iiivl 
adding thereto the several increases that have been made to still.s above; too gal- 
lons content; and supposing the loo-gallcm-still tlibliller to have pr(»(liiued spirits 
according to the considered capability of the still of too gallons content of jSoq 
and slionld have been charged only with the quantity now rerjuireil by law, he must 
have had his spirits at is. 6d. a gallon duty, provided the schedule of 1S09 he 
correct. 

Are we then to understand, that if the suggestions whieli have bc(iu alluded 
to for increasing the work of the large stills had been carried into clVect, and that 
stills under 100 gallons were not charged a greater amount of doublings than at 
present, that the result would be, suppo.sing the sinall still wore capable of j)ro- 
tlucing that excess, would the spirits so i)ruduccd by the lOu-gallon-slill go into 
consmnption at the rate of 1 s. Cd. duly ?— Under lluit rate it. would reduce llie 
duty to about 1 s. 2^ d. 

Bill: what would it be if tlie present charge upon those stills which are subject 
to 120 doublings, were reduced to 60 doublings ?— It would reduce it still lower ; 
if the duty was 5 s. (5 d, it would reduce it to i : t/. 



State generally to the Committee what the e.xtent of the reduction would be ? 

To eleven pence. 

Have you ever heard ifa suggestion forallowing a bounty upon the consumption 
•oi legal spirits in illegal districts, by way of drawback ? — 1 have. 

_ To what amount ? — To allow the spirits made in small licensed stills In the illicit, 
•districts to go into consmnption uf2s. per gallon duty. 

If upon legal spirits consumefl in illicit districts a drawback were given of 2*-. 
per gallon to encourage their consumption therein, would not the drawback sil 
given amount to a greater sum than the duty paid upon spirits produced as before 
•Stated by small stills? — It would ; that is, supposing it upon the schedule of 1800 
and 1815, and that they are correct, of wliich I have some doubt. 

Would it be possible, under sucb an arrangement, for tlie large distiller to com- 
pete with the sinalUsiill distiller, even subject to the reduced duty of 5a.? It 

would give the small still a very great advantage over the large. 

Would it not be an advantage above all proportion ?— It would, but not more 
than the small still possesses at present. 

Are you aware that there was a suggestion made by the distillers in Irolaiitl Ibr 
the reduction of the duty to 3s., accompanied with an increased cluirgc of work?— 
ics,lam awareof that suggestion of 3 s. 

Was It not intended to accompany that by allowing the excess of sniriu to be 
clKirgccl It was at the rate ofss. ‘ 



What would be the re.siiltotsucli an operation in tlie reduction of the dnlv uinm 
the Miole of what might be produced by the distillery ; I suiiposc the excesi to 
Have been charged, as siiggeelcd, to the amount of one sliillinga gallon If tlui 
excess was charged at one shilling per gallon, ittvoulcl have operated to about half 
.tlie extent at si.vpence. ^ 

tilioil'l'V'e still™*'''* *"* **"* 

*'*'**'' Iww much J— Upon cnloulation I liiid it woulrl bo about 



Arc you awat'c of tlio late act tvliicb regulates the countervailing iliuics red- 
procally m England and Ireland ? — I am. 

Are you aware of any means of regulating tlie countervailing tliily „„ou liritisli 
spirit imported into Jtciatul, if there be various duties existing witbih Irdami noon 
tlie manufacture .'—Upon the supposition that the distillers were to be allovvcil t leir 
excess work at one slullmg per gallon, I am aware that it was ncecswrio conn 
teivailtbat duty, more er to put the English anil the .Scotch distiUc/uijon iho 
same footing m the Insh market as the trtsh distiller, tts the returus a,e Sc to 
the Revenue Board every month and every quarter, that the amount of duty at six 
slullmga, and the amount oi duty at one shilling, could be taken together and 
ti e average ot the two dut.es strnck, ..„d that that average shouU bc ^liS u„r 
ot the countervail, eg duty for the ensuing quarter, or mmul,. '' 

w“'“^ and calculation of countervailing duty 

■BrhaLrdTreia;d‘*Urat h'’w i" spirit between Great 

declaration of excess spirit at hnirclinT/^l^ tbe jaw which allowed the 

•th^usno plan 

Arc 
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Arc you uwarc of any other i)lati of countervailing the duty except that average Mr. 

whicli you have slated? — t have no other plan; 1 have mentioned that plan to Malcolm Brotm. 

]\Ir. Rcnu-ell, wlio look tlic lead in the English trade, and also to some others who ^ / 

took the lead iji the Sootch trade, and they agreed lo that as being proper for 
countervailing iliose duties. 

-Docs not the eomUervailing duty allhct every person who sends spirit from 
Great Britain to Ireland, the exporting merchant for example, in tliis country, 
or die retailer of it in that country, as much as it can aflect the large distiller or 
mamifaeturcr, Mr. Bciiwcll? — It must aflect them in the first instance; and, 
according to the rate they can allbrd to sell their spirits, and the dealer also would 
retail accordingly. 

Would your Irish distillers be satisfied with so vague and indefinite a manner 
of collecting the coimtervailiug duty upon spirits from Great Britain imporied 
into Ireland ^ — 1 should think they would have no objection to it; it would be 
better to lower the calculation, than for ihc spirit to go into consumptiou wiihout. 
payment of any duty that, could not he countervailed. 

Do you consider the cummiinicution between you mid Mr. Bouwell, so far official 
that you can state that it would be an arrangement agreeable to both parties ?■— 

It was. 
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